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Introduction.

This was our second Bargain  Birding  Club  trip to southern Morocco, following 

last years amazing reconnaissance trip. This time we extended the trip to 

include some coastal birding in the Souss -Massa National  Park  near Agadir.

Many thanks again to Hassan, a local Berber bird guide, who knew exactly 

where to go, what to see and ensured we maximised our time in the field.

Our 8-day itinerary  was as follows :

Å Day 1: Fly London to Agadir, bird Oued Souss and Sidi Wassay.

Å Day 2: Explore Oued Massa and then bird all the way to Ouarzazate.

Å Day 3: Birding all the way from Ouarzazate to Merzouga.

Å Day 4: Desert birding óThe Tafilaltô ï The head of the Saharan sand dunes.

Å Day 5: Birding all the way from Merzouga to Boumalne Dades.

Å Day 6: Exploring the steppe birds of The Tagdilt Track, Boumalne Dades.

Å Day 7: Birding from Boumalne Dades to Ourika Valley and Oukaimeden.

Å Day 8: Toubkal National Park, Oukaimeden then fly Marrakech to London.
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Day 1 ï Fly to  Agadir  and visit  the Souss -Massa National  Park .

Our 6.20am EasyJet flight from Gatwick took off on time and landed at Agadir 

at 10.10am. Passport control, baggage reclaim, and border security routines all 

went smoothly. Hassan was waiting for us outside the airport entrance and so 

by 10.30am weôd loaded up the rented minibus and were on the road.

First stop was Oued Souss, part of the Souss -Massa National  Park . The park 

itself is 33,800 hectares in size and designated an Important Bird Area (IBA) by 

BirdLife International as it supports 95% of the Moroccoôs Northern Bald Ibis 

population and significant numbers of breeding Glossy Ibis and Marbled Duck.

We parked near the Ocean Golf  Course  and took a short riverside walk as far 

as the path would allow. Exposed, muddy river margins provided feeding 

opportunities for Dunlin , Ringed  Plover , Turnstone , Common  Redshank , 

Common  Greenshank , Common  Sandpiper , Green Sandpiper  and Curlew .

Scanning up-river, we spotted a large flock of feeding Greater  Flamingo , 

interspersed with Black -headed  Gull , Little  Egret  and Grey Heron . 

Overhead, we enjoyed two Osprey  hunting on the incoming tide.

In the saline scrub we picked up a juvenile Red-backed  Shrike , plus Crested  

Lark , House  Bunting , Sardinian  Warbler , Goldfinch , Linnet  and Serin . 

The highlight here though was watching a sly Maghreb  Magpie  looking for 

bugs amongst the fur, ears and nostrils of a group of tourist-ride Camels.

At 2pm it was time to find a service station for lunch and a comfort stop. 

Suitably nourished, we then drove to the sandy cliffs at Sidi  Wassay  Beach . 

Our target bird here was the endangered Northern  Bald  Ibis , with only c.1000 

birds left in Morocco, this was a ómust have tickô for all in the group.

We criss-crossed the clifftop tracks, but our target remained elusive, aside from 

a distant view of a solitary flying bird. We did come across roosting flocks of 

Yellow -legged  Gull , Great  Black -backed  Gull,  Dunlin and Sanderling .

We changed tack and headed away from the cliffs to explore the nearby scrub. 

An aromatic (unpleasant) pile of chicken farm waste proved a magnet for 

Yellow  Wagtail  and a spectacular Great  Grey Shrike  feeding on the flies.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Souss-Massa_National_Park
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Souss-Massa_National_Park
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Souss-Massa_National_Park
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Souss-Massa_National_Park
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Souss-Massa_National_Park
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Maghreb Magpie
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Greater Flamingo
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Great Grey Shrike
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Yellow Wagtail
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At 6pm we were beginning to tire, having been up since 3am this morning, so 

boarded the minibus, reassuring ourselves that we had at least seen one 

distant, flying Northern Bald Ibis. Then Lady Luck shone down on us. We 

spotted a pair of ibis flying towards an irrigated field to join more birds already 

on the ground. We pulled off the main road and followed a farm track to the 

field. We were able to walk slowly towards the 20-strong feeding flock and take 

in the spectacle for 5 minutes, before a local farm hand spooked the lot when 

he drove his motorbike right through the middle of them.

With our main coastal target now ticked off, we headed towards Sidi  Wassay . 

A brief stop at some seasonal pools proved productive as it boosted our day list 

with Black -winged  Stilt , Ruff , Common  Moorhen  and Reed Warbler .

Our accommodation for the evening was Hotel  Fanti , located on the seafront 

at Sidi Wassay. We were the only guests in this budget hotel. Whilst the rooms 

were basic and the bar dry (no alcohol), our evening 3-course meal of salad, 

chicken tagine and fruit went down well with all. We retired to bed at 9pm.

Ruff
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Day 2 ï Oued Massa and the long  drive  to Ouarzazate .

Breakfast at 6.30am was a bountiful supply of omelette, fresh fruit, bread, 

honey and jam, washed down with delicious coffee and fresh orange juice.        

We checked out at 7am to the sound of Lesser  Kestrel  screaming overhead, 

feeding on the wing before the sun had fully risen over the Atlantic Ocean.

Our first stop was a repeat visit to the roadside pools at Sidi  Wassay . This 

proved productive as we quickly added Kingfisher , Great Crested  Grebe , 

Little  Grebe , Marbled  Duck , Common  Chiffchaff  and Great  White  Egret  to 

our trip list. Our visit was capped off with the sight of a fast-flying Lanner  

Falcon  and a Black -crowned  Tchagra  which posed briefly for photos. 

At 8am we moved on to the nearby Massa end of the Souss-Massa National 

Park. A small copse of trees by the entrance was full of birds and we took our 

time to pick out African  Chaffinch , Willow  Warbler , Common  Chiffchaff   and 

Blackcap . In the surrounding scrub we had excellent views of Sardinian  

Warbler , Stonechat  and Moussierôs Redstart .

A short walk to a viewing area over-looking the Massa River  produced 

hundreds of Eurasian  Spoonbill  and Greater Flamingo, plus Osprey, 

Shelduck , Northern  Shoveler  and Sandwich  Tern .

At 10am we returned to the minibus and settled down for our long, 5-hour drive 

east to Ouarzazate . The tarmac roads were good but our progress often 

slowed by a continuous convey of HGV vehicles transporting fresh produce 

from the fields to the towns and villages along the way. The scenery changed 

from flat green agricultural fields, to rolling yellow, sun-parched hills, and then 

again into a barren, black volcanic landscape.

We stopped 15km before Ouarzazate to bird some seasonal pools. This was 

an oasis amongst the arid landscape and attracted a flock of White  Stork  

which had paused briefly on migration. Other new birds noted here were 

Glossy  Ibis , Blue -cheeked  Bee-eater , Western  Olivaceous  Warbler , 

African  White  Wagtail , White -crowned  Wheatear  and Desert  Lark .

We continued to our accommodation, the Dar Al  Foursanne , guest house and 

equestrian centre. Before we checked in, we had time to bird some small 

seasonal pools opposite and duly added Little  Ringed  Plover  to our trip list.

Dinner was a 3-course affair with salad, chicken tagine and fresh fruit. 

https://discoverouarzazate.com/institutions/dar-alfourssane/
https://discoverouarzazate.com/institutions/dar-alfourssane/
https://discoverouarzazate.com/institutions/dar-alfourssane/
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Moussierôs Redstart (m)
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Cattle Egret
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White Stork

Little Ringed Plover & Pond Terrapin


