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Introduction

Following a successful familiarisation trip last September, organised by the Spanish 
Tourist Board, this was our first official Bargain Birding Club tour to Aragon.

Aragon is famous to most Brits as the birthplace of Catherine of Aragon, the first wife 
of King Henry VIII back in 1509. Married, divorced, survived if you recall your school 
history lesson. Geographically, Aragon is a vast (48,000km2) sparsely populated region 
in northeast Spain, separated from France and Andorra by the Spanish Pyrenees.

 

Our party of five met at Gatwick airport at 5am ready to check in and board our 
7.25am EasyJet flight to Barcelona. We landed around 11am local time and made our 
way to our minibus pickup point. Standing in the 30C heat surrounded by concrete 
ǿŀǎƴΩǘ pleasant but we did kick-start our bird list with Monk Parakeet (in a palm 
tree), House Martin, House Sparrow, Yellow-legged Gull and White Wagtail.

During our 4-hour mini-bus transfer to Ainsa we noted our first views of White Stork, 
Griffon Vulture, Egyptian Vulture, Black Kite, Red Kite, Common Kestrel, Common 
Buzzard, Little Egret, Magpie, Carrion Crow, Spotless Starling, Collared Dove, Feral 
Pigeon, Barn Swallow and Common Swift. 

At 4pm we arrived at O Chardinet ŘΩŀ Formiga, our rural retreat for the next 5 days. 
We were met by Ferran, the owner, who showed us to our spacious rooms.

50% of the 1.35 million population of 
Aragon live in Zaragoza, the 3rd largest 
city in Spain. This lack of people in rural 
Aragon is what makes it so attractive to 
adventure and nature-lovers, but it 
often misses out to the more popular 
tourist destinations in neighbouring 
Catalonia and Navarre, and the French 
Pyrenees over the border. 

Wildlife tourism is becoming more 
popular with a growing network of 
great local guides accommodation, 
food, wine and spectacular scenery.

Wed 1 July 2026 - Fly London to Barcelona, transfer to Ainsa in Aragon
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There was time before dinner to self-explore the terraced gardens which overlooked a 
wooded valley. Golden Oriole and Song Thrush were calling continuously, and we had 
our first sightings of Nuthatch coming to the seed feeders on the balcony. 

We also spent some time looking for butterflies in the small kitchen garden and 
spotted Great Banded Grayling, Painted Lady, Southern Scarce Swallowtail, Common 
Blue, Clouded Yellow, Mallow Skipper, Marbled White and Meadow Brown.

After a wonderful home-cooked 3-course meal, washed down with local wine, we 
retired to our rooms at 10pm, excited about our first day in the mountains tomorrow.

Our base at O Chardinet ŘΩŀ Formiga in Charo, near Ainsa



Bargain Birding Club on tour
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Southern Scarce Swallowtail
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Painted Lady

Clouded Yellow
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Common Blue

Great Banded Grayling
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Thursday 2 July 2026 ς Ordesa and Monte Perdido National Park

Our local guide for the next few days was Alberto from Senderos Ordesa. Alberto 
arrived at 7am and outlined the itinerary for the trip. Our targets today were the 
mountain specialties of the Pyrenees in Ordesa and Monte Perdido National Park.

From our accommodation we travelled down the valley to Ainsa, taking time to 
observe a solitary Common Crane with a broken wing unable to migrate in Spring. We 
also had our first sightings of European Bee-eater perched on telegraph wires. 

From Ainsa we took the scenic 45-minute drive north following the winding course of 
the Rio Cinca to Bielsa. We then followed the A138 along the Rio Barrosa before 
turning off at Parzan onto a gravel track through the village of Chisagues. Continuing 
higher in elevation all the time, Alberto drove with purpose around hairpin bends 
with cascading waterfalls on our left and steep valleys on our right. We made frequent 
stops on the way to take in the spectacular vistas, each time scanning for birds. 

This proved fruitful as we noted Jay, Woodpigeon, Robin, Blackbird, Wren, Chaffinch, 
Goldfinch, Dunnock, Great Tit, Blackcap and Common Chiffchaff in the lower woody 
areas, plus Alpine Chough, Red-billed Chough, Alpine Accentor, Crag Martin, Rock 
Bunting, Black Redstart, Northern Wheatear, Citril Finch, Water Pipit, Grey Wagtail, 
Linnet and Serin on the higher grassy slopes. We also had our first views of Alpine 
Marmots, over-sized guinea-pigs which were introduced to provide food for the 
resident Golden Eagle population.

When the Camino a las Minas de Liena track became too much even for !ƭōŜǊǘƻΩǎ 4x4 
vehicle, we parked up at Refugio Mondarrueago and set off on foot on a diagonal 
walk across the hillside. We headed for Wallcreeper Wall ς a huge vertical outcrop of 
rock, 3000m above sea level, named after our target bird. Sticking to the grazing 
animal tracks, we made our way to the viewpoint and settled down to scan the cliff-
face. Despite our best efforts we had no joy today. However, our disappointment soon 
faded as we did have amazing views of a flock of seven White-winged Snow Finch ς a 
lifer for everyone in our group and an early contender for ΨōƛǊŘ of the ǘǊƛǇΩ.

We retraced our steps back to the refuge, taking time to take a closer look at the day-
flying moths (Hummingbird Hawk Moth, Five-spot Burnet and Cinnabar) and 
colourful butterflies (Apollo, Arran Brown, Blue-spot Hairstreak, Clouded Yellow, 
Chalkhill Blue, Meadow Fritillary, Provencal Fritillary, Pearly Heath, Scarce Copper, 
Purple Shot Copper, Small Skipper, Small Blue and Common Swallowtail).

https://senderosordesa.com/
https://senderosordesa.com/
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Common Crane

European Bee-eater
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Wallcreeper Wall

Ordesa and Monte Perdido NP
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Northern Wheatear (juv.)

Alpine Chough

Black Redstart
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Serin

Linnet
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White-winged Snow Finch
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Alpine Marmot
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Griffon Vulture



www.bargainbirdingclub.com

Griffon Vulture
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Mountain sempervivum

Common Spotted Orchid Fringed Dianthus
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Alpine Sea Holly

Spring Gentian

Pyrenean Cranesbill
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Stinking Hellebore

Small Skipper


