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Introduction

Followinga successfufamiliarisationtrip last September,organisedby the Spanish
TouristBoard this wasour first official tour to Aragon

Aragonis famousto mostBritsasthe birthplaceof Catherineof Aragon,the first wife
of KingHenryVlll backin 1509 Married, divorced,survivedif you recall your school
historylesson GeographicallyAragonis a vast(48,000km?) sparselypopulatedregion
in northeastSpain separatedirom Franceand Andorraby the SpanistPyrenees

50% of the 1.35 million population of

_lhmiassse o SPAIN  Aragonlive in Zaragozathe 3¢ largest
a1 e city in Spain Thislackof peoplein rural
cis""*‘f“""-*i'ﬂ"’"*' -““-‘9"' . CATALONIA Aragonis what makesit so attractive to
s amacon | S adventure and nature-lovers, but it

agno often missesout to the more popular

tourist destinations in neighbouring

I v s mu Cataloniaand Navarre,and the French

OV s COMMUNITY

Pyreneeoverthe border.
L Wildlife tourism is becoming more
popular with a growing network of
great local guides accommodation,

food, wine and spectaculascenery
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Wed 1 July 2026 FlyLondonto Barcelona, transfer to Ainsa iAragon

Our party of five met at Gatwickairport at 5am ready to checkin and board our
7.25am EasyJetflight to BarcelonaWe landedaround 11am localtime and made our
way to our minibus pickup point. Standingin the 30C heat surroundedby concrete
g | a yleasantbut we did kickstart our bird list with Monk Parakeet(in a palm
tree), HouseMartin, HouseSparrow Yellow-leggedGulland White Wagtail.

Duringour 4-hour mini-bustransferto Ainsawe noted our first viewsof \White Stork,
Griffon Vulture, EgyptianVulture, Black Kite, Red Kite, CommonKestre| Common
Buzzard Little Egret Magpie, Carrion Crow, SpotlessStarling CollaredDove, Feral
Pigeon BarnSwallowand CommonSwift.

At 4pm we arrived at O ChardinetR CHormiga our rural retreat for the next 5 days
Wewere met by Ferranthe owner,who showedusto our spaciougooms
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Therewastime beforedinnerto seltexplorethe terracedgardenswhichoverlookeda
woodedvalley GoldenOriole and SongThrushwere callingcontinuouslyandwe had
our first sightingsof Nuthatchcomingto the seedfeederson the balcony

We also spent some time looking for butterflies in the small kitchen garden and
spotted GreatBandedGrayling PaintedLady, SouthernScarceSwallowtail, Common
Blue, CloudedYellow, Mallow Skipper Marbled White and Meadow Brown.

After a wonderful home-cooked 3-course meal, washeddown with local wine, we
retired to our roomsat 10pm, excitedaboutour first dayin the mountainstomorrow.

Ourbaseat O ChardinetR (Hormiga inCharo,near Ainsa

www.bargainbirdingclub.com



Bargain Birding Club on tour




Southern Scarce Swallowtalil
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Great Banded Grayling

Common Blue
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Thursday 2 July 2026 Ordesa and MonteéPerdido NationalPark

Our local guide for the next few dayswas Alberto from SenderosOrdesa Alberto
arrived at 7am and outlined the itinerary for the trip. Our targets today were the
mountainspecialtief the Pyreneesn Ordesaand Monte PerdidoNational Park

From our accommodationwe travelled down the valley to Ainsa taking time to
observea solitary CommonCranewith a brokenwingunableto migratein Spring We
alsohad our first sightingsof EuropeanBeeeater perchedon telegraphwires.

FromAinsawe took the scenic45-minute drive north following the winding courseof
the Rio Cincato Bielsa We then followed the A138 along the Rio Barrosabefore
turning off at Parzanonto a graveltrack through the villageof ChisaguesContinuing
higher in elevation all the time, Alberto drove with purpose around hairpin bends
with cascadingvaterfallson our left and steepvalleyson our right. We madefrequent
stopson the wayto take in the spectaculawvistas,eachtime scanningor birds.

Thisprovedfruitful aswe noted Jay WWoodpigeon Robin Blackbird Wren, Chaffinch
Goldfinch Dunnock GreatTit, Blackcapand CommonChiffchaffin the lower woody
areas,plus Alpine Chough Redbilled Chough Alpine Accentor, CragMartin, Rock
Bunting, BlackRedstart Northern Wheatear, Citril Finch Water Pipit, Grey Wagtail,
Linnet and Serinon the higher grassyslopes We also had our first views of Alpine
Marmots, over-sized guineapigs which were introduced to provide food for the
residentGoldenEaglepopulation

Whenthe Caminoa las Minas de Lienatrack becametoo muchevenfor! f 6 S 4
vehicle,we parked up at RefugioMondarrueagoand set off on foot on a diagonal
walk acrossthe hillside We headedfor WallcreeperWall ¢ a hugevertical outcrop of
rock, 3000m above sealevel, named after our target bird. Stickingto the grazing
animaltracks,we madeour way to the viewpoint and settled down to scanthe cliff-
face Despiteour bestefforts we hadno joy today. However,our disappointmentsoon
fadedaswe did haveamazingviewsof a flock of sevenWhite-winged SnowFinchg a
lifer for everyonein our groupandan earlycontenderfor W 6 ®fthR( NJA LIQ

We retracedour stepsbackto the refuge,takingtime to take a closerlook at the day
flying moths (Hummingbird Hawk Moth, Fivespot Burnet and Cinnaba) and
colourful butterflies (Apollo, Arran Brown, Blue-spot Hairstreak Clouded Yellow,
ChalkhillBlue, Meadow Fritillary, ProvencalFritillary, PearlyHeath, ScarceCoppet
PurpleShotCopper SmallSkipper SmallBlueand CommonSwallowtail).
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https://senderosordesa.com/
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Black Redstart

Alpine Chough

Northern Wheatear (juv.)
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Linnet
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Snow Finch
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Griffon Vulture
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Griffon Vulture
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Common Spotted Orchid | Fringed Dianthus

Mountain sempervivum
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Small Skipper




