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25th April 2026: Knepp, Warnham, Stonehenge and Salisbury Plains.

This was a bespoke Bargain Birding Club trip, for a loyal customer of over 15 years, to 
target White Stork, Great Bustard and a few other special birds for good measure. 

The day began with a 7am pick up in Kent and a steady 90-minute drive to the Knepp 
Estate in West Sussex. We completed the 4km circular Ψ²ƘƛǘŜ wƻǳǘŜΩ in 2½ hours, 
bathed all the time in glorious sunshine. 

Our first White Stork was quickly located, perched on a nest behind the horse stables. 
Further sightings were seen on multiple nest sights and the occasional fly-by. Other 
notable birds seen on our walk included Red Kite, Buzzard, Raven, Whitethroat, 
Chiffchaff, Blackcap, Treecreeper, Great Spotted Woodpecker, Jay, Linnet, Long-
tailed Tit and Song Thrush. We also heard Nightingales, but they all remained hidden.

At 11am we left Knepp and drove to Warnham Nature Reserve, near Horsham. After 
a quick coffee and comfort stop, we had a steady ramble around the reserve. 
Highlights included Garden Warbler, Sedge Warbler, Reed Warbler, Siskin, Great 
Spotted Woodpecker, Grey Heron, Common Tern, Cormorant, Egyptian Goose, Mute 
Swan, Gadwall, Teal, Tufted Duck, Little Grebe and Great Crested Grebe. Non-avian 
highlights were Wood Mouse, Brown Rat, Grey Squirrel and Marsh Frog.

At 2pm we drove to Stonehenge in Wiltshire. No sign of Gertrude the Great Bustard 
this year, so we had to make do with the prehistoric Stone Circle ς well it is as old as 
the Egyptian Pyramids and a UNESCO Word Heritage Site.

We ended the day with a 1-hour drive around nearby Salisbury Plains. It ŘƛŘƴΩǘ take 
long to find our first Great Bustard ς a fabulous male standing out on top of a ridge, 
showing off his white tail-feathers to a smaller female. This was by far the best-ever 
views LΩŘ had of Great Bustard, rivalling all previous sightings in Spain and Portugal.

As we scanned our surroundings, we found another 3 males and 2 females, all pre-
occupied with eating rather than courting.

Other birds of note included Stone Curlew, Peregrine, Corn Bunting, Whitethroat, 
Grey Partridge, Red-legged Partridge, Barn Swallow, Stonechat and Skylark. 

At 6pm, we called an end to day 1 and drove to our hotel in Andover.
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White Stork 
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Northern Brown Argus

Magpie

Jackdaw

Red Kite
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Great Spotted Woodpecker
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Siskin

Robin
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Blackbird

Great Tit

Garden Warbler
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Wren
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Wood Mouse

Marsh Frog
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Common Tern

Common Whitethroat
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Northern Brown Argus

Great Crested Grebe
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Stonehenge, UNESCO World Heritage Site
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Salisbury Plains, Wiltshire

Stone Curlew
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Great Bustard (male)
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Great Bustard (female)

Great Bustard (male)
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Corn Bunting

Yellow Wagtail
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Skylark
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26th April 2026: Salisbury Plains, Frensham Little Pond & Thursley Common.

We began day 2 with a full cooked breakfast at 8am, then a return visit to Salisbury 
Plains. We quickly relocated 5 Great Bustard (3 male & 2 female) but they were much 
further away than yesterday. 

We continued to explore the plains by car, driving along the MOD permissive tracks. 
We located our first Willow Warbler and Yellow Wagtail, and enjoyed repeat 
sightings of Red Kite, Corn Bunting, Skylark, Stonechat and Common Whitethroat. 

At 10.30am we left the plains and, after a quick photo stop at Woodhenge, we 
continued to Frensham Little Pond near Farnham in Surrey. The site was busy with 
day visitors, so we only stayed long enough to enjoy coffee and cake in the café.

We ended the day with a visit to Thursley Common. The woodland by the car park 
was alive with singing Chiffchaff, Blackcap, Wren and Robin. We emerged on to the 
heath into bright sunshine and a strong wind, which meant most birds were keeping a 
low profile. When we reached the shelter of Parish Field, the birds began to appear. 

We noted our first Mistle Thrush and Woodlark, both feeding on the ground. We 
continued to the wood and picked up a brilliant male Common Redstart. We took 
some record snaps then left the hoard of photographers to capture the perfect shot.

Back on the heath, we watched a Woodlark perform its aerial song-flight, whilst a 
Willow Warbler called from a distant Silver Birch. We locked our ears on to the 
scratchy call of Dartford Warbler and spotted a male searching for food in the gorse. 
In the sky we picked out Marsh Harrier, Common Buzzard and Raven. We dipped on 
Tree Pipit and Cuckoo, but our views of the other birds more than made up for it.

At 3pm, with tiring legs, we called an end to day 2 and drove 3 hours back to Kent. 

74 species seen or heard  in 2 glorious spring days Χ happy with that!
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Stonechat (female) Woodlark

Common Redstart (male)
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Dartford Warbler

Stonechat (male)



Knepp, Warnham, Salisbury Plains & Thursley Common 
Birds (74 species) - 25 to 26 April 2026

Great Bustard Stone Curlew Red Kite Nightingale (H)

White Stork Common Redshank Marsh Harrier Dartford Warbler

Mute Swan Pheasant Common Buzzard Willow Warbler

Canada Goose Red-legged Partridge Peregrine Falcon Garden Warbler

Greylag Goose Grey Partridge Green Woodpecker (H) Sedge Warbler

Egyptian Goose Raven Great Spotted Woodpecker Reed Warbler (H)

Grey Heron Rook Treecreeper Cetti’s Warbler (H)

Cormorant Carrion Crow Common Redstart Common Whitethroat

Mallard Jackdaw Robin Blackcap

Tufted Duck Magpie Wren Common Chiffchaff

Gadwall Jay Dunnock Corn Bunting

Teal Woodpigeon House Sparrow Skylark

Moorhen Feral Pigeon Siskin Woodlark

Coot Stock Dove Linnet Stonechat

Little Grebe Collared Dove Chaffinch Pied Wagtail

Great Crested Grebe Mistle Thrush Goldfinch Yellow Wagtail

Common Tern Song Thrush Blue Tit Barn Swallow

Black-headed Gull Blackbird Great Tit

Herring Gull Starling Long-tailed Tit

Butterflies

Orange-Tip Speckled Wood Holly Blue Common Blue

Brimstone Small White Small Copper

Other Animals

Wood Mouse Brown Rat Grey Squirrel Brown Hare

Rabbit Exmoor Pony English Longhorn Marsh Frog

Notable Plants in flower

Primrose Red Campion English Bluebell Herb Robert

Ramsons Garlic Mustard Dog Violet Greater Stitchwort

Lesser Celandine Ground Ivy Dandelion Marsh Marigold
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 How to get in touch with Bargain Birding Club:

  See our website for future trips and previous trip reports

  Follow us on Facebook for the latest news and sightings

  Email: info@bargainbirdingclub.com  Tel:  07785 707 797www.bargainbirdingclub.com

https://bargainbirdingclub.com/
https://www.facebook.com/bargainbirdingclub/
mailto:info@bargainbirdingclub.com
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