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250 April 2026: Knepp Warnham, Stonehenge and Salisbury Plains

Thiswasa bespokeBargainBirding Clubtrip, for aloyalcustomerof over 15 years,to
target White Stork,GreatBustardand a few other specialbirdsfor goodmeasure

Thedaybeganwith a 7am pickup in Kentand a steady90-minute drive to the Knepp
Estatein West SussexWe completedthe 4km circularW2 K fv@ 8zin @hours,
bathedall the time in glorioussunshine

Ourfirst White Storkwasquicklylocated,perchedon a nestbehindthe horsestables
Further sightingswere seenon multiple nest sightsand the occasionafly-by. Other
notable birds seen on our walk included Red Kite, Buzzard Raven Whitethroat,
Chiffchaff Blackcap Treecreepey Great Spotted Woodpecker Jay Linnet, Long
tailed Titand SongThrush We alsoheardNightingales but they all remainedhidden

At 11am we left Kneppand droveto \WarnhamNature Reserve near Horsham After
a quick coffee and comfort stop, we had a steady ramble around the reserve
Highlightsincluded Garden Warbler, SedgeWarbler, Reed Warbler, Siskin Great
Spotted Woodpecker GreyHeron, CommonTern, Cormorant EgyptianGoose Mute
Swan Gadwall| Teal Tufted Duck Little Grebeand Great CrestedGrebe Non-avian
highlightswere Wood Mouse,BrownRat,GreySquirreland MarshFrog

At 2pm we droveto Stonehengein Wiltshire No signof Gertrudethe GreatBustard
this year,sowe hadto makedo with the prehistoricStoneCircleg well it is asold as
the EgyptianPyramidsanda UNESC®@/ord HeritageSite

We endedthe daywith a 1-hour drive around nearby SalisburyPlains It R A Rtgke {
long to find our first Great Bustard ¢ a fabulousmale standingout on top of aridge,
showingoff his white tail-feathersto a smallerfemale Thiswasby far the bestever
viewsL @drlof GreatBustard rivallingall previoussightingsin Spainand Portugal

Aswe scannedour surroundingswe found another 3 malesand 2 females,all pre-
occupiedwith eatingrather than courting

Other birds of note included Stone Curlew, Peregring Corn Bunting, Whitethroat,
GreyPartridge RedleggedPartridge BarnSwallow, Stonechatand Skylark

At 6pm, we calledanendto day1 anddroveto our hotel in Andover
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Red Kite
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Great Spotted Woodpecket
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Common Tern

CommonWhitethroat
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_GreatCrested Grebe
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Salisbury Plains, Wiltshire
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Yellow Wagtail
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26" April 2026:Salisbury PlainsFrensham Little Pond & Thursley Commor

We beganday 2 with a full cookedbreakfastat 8am, then a return visitto Salisbury
Plains We quicklyrelocated5 GreatBustard(3 male & 2 female) but they were much
further awaythan yesterday

We continuedto explorethe plainsby car, driving alongthe MOD permissivetracks
We located our first Willow Warbler and Yellow Wagtail, and enjoyed repeat
sightingsof RedKite, CornBunting, Skylark Stonechatand CommonWhitethroat.

At 10.30am we left the plains and, after a quick photo stop at \Woodhenge we
continuedto FrenshamLittle Pond near Farnhamin Surrey The site was busy with
dayvisitors,sowe only stayedlongenoughto enjoy coffeeand cakein the café

We endedthe day with a visitto ThursleyCommon Thewoodlandby the car park
was alive with singingChiffchaff Blackcap Wren and Robin We emergedon to the
heathinto bright sunshineanda strongwind, whichmeantmostbirdswere keepinga
low profile. Whenwe reachedthe shelterof ParishField,the birdsbeganto appear

We noted our first Mistle Thrushand Woodlark, both feedingon the ground We
continuedto the wood and picked up a brilliant male CommonRedstart We took
somerecordsnapsthen left the hoardof photographerdo capturethe perfectshot

Backon the heath, we watcheda Woodlark perform its aerial songflight, whilst a
Willow Warbler called from a distant Silver Birch We locked our ears on to the
scratchycall of Dartford Warbler and spotted a male searchingior food in the gorse
In the skywe pickedout Marsh Harrier, CommonBuzzardand Raven We dippedon
TreePipitand Cuckooput our viewsof the other birdsmore than madeup for it.

At 3pm, with tiring legs,we calledan endto day2 anddrove 3 hoursbackto Kent

74 speciesseenor heard in 2 gloriousspringdaysX happywith that!
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Stonechat (female) \ Woodlark
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Stonechat (male)
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Knepp, Warnham, Salisbury Plains & Thursley Commga

Birds (74 species)25 to 26 April 2026

Great Bustard

Stone Curlew

Red Kite

Nightingale (H)

White Stork Common Redshank Marsh Harrier Dartford Warbler
Mute Swan Pheasant Common Buzzard Willow Warbler
Canada Goose Redlegged Partridge Peregrine Falcon Garden Warbler
Greylag Goose Grey Partridge Green Woodpecker (H) Sedge Warbler
Egyptian Goose Raven Great Spotted Woodpecker| Reed Warbler (H)
Grey Heron Rook Treecreeper Cetti’s Warbl
Cormorant Carrion Crow Common Redstart Common Whitethroat
Mallard Jackdaw Robin Blackcap
Tufted Duck Magpie Wren Common Chiffchaff
Gadwall Jay Dunnock Corn Bunting
Teal Woodpigeon House Sparrow Skylark
Moorhen Feral Pigeon Siskin Woodlark
Coot Stock Dove Linnet Stonechat
Little Grebe Collared Dove Chaffinch Pied Wagtail
Great Crested Grebe Mistle Thrush Goldfinch Yellow Wagtalil
Common Tern Song Thrush Blue Tit Barn Swallow
Blackheaded Gull Blackbird Great Tit
Herring Gull Starling Longtailed Tit
Butterflies

OrangeTip Speckled Wood Holly Blue Common Blue
Brimstone Small White Small Copper

Other Animals
Wood Mouse Brown Rat Grey Squirrel Brown Hare
Rabbit Exmoor Pony English Longhorn Marsh Frog

Notable Plants in flower

Primrose Red Campion English Bluebell Herb Robert
Ramsons Garlic Mustard Dog Violet Greater Stitchwort
Lesser Celandine Ground Ivy Dandelion Marsh Marigold
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Follow us onFaceboolor the latest news and sightings
www.bargainbirdingclub.com - £ mail-info@bargainbirdingclub.comniTel: 07785 707 797
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