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13th February 2026: Abberton Reservoir, Minsmere and Ness Point

East Anglia is a great wildlife destination all year round, but Winter is extra special. 
¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ opportunities for a Ψ²ƛƭŘ Goose /ƘŀǎŜΩΣ Ψ5ǳŎƪ IǳƴǘΩΣ ΨCƛƴŎƘ CŜǎǘΩΣ Ψ²ŀŘŜǊ 
²ŀǘŎƘΩΣ iconic birds of prey and the chance of a rarity or two.

I left home at 6.30am and drove 2 hours to Abberton Reservoir in Great Wigborough, 
Essex. First stop was Willow Viewpoint where I saw Mute Swan, Shelduck, Curlew, 
Lapwing, Dunlin, Goldeneye, Pintail, Shoveler, Teal, Pied Wagtail, Reed Bunting, 
Herring Gull and Black-headed Gull on or around the seasonal lake. In the hedgerow 
behind the hide, I picked up Great Tit, Blue Tit, Long-tailed Tit, Robin, Chaffinch and 
Dunnock. A Common Buzzard flew in the distance and a singing Skylark remained 
hidden in the clouds. A small flock of Stock Dove and Feral Pigeon perched on the 
roof of a farm building, and the wet fields held Magpie, Jackdaw and Woodpigeon.

I continued to Layer de la Haye Causeway and braced the icy-cold wind to peer over 
the dam wall. Feeding close to the sluice were male and female Goldeneye, Tufted 
Duck, Wigeon and Great Crested Grebe. Sadly, no sign of Smew, Goosander, Black-
necked Grebe or Slavonian Grebe seen on previous visits. Gathered around the 
lakeside edge were Teal, Mallard, Starling and a pair of Ruff. Grey Heron and 
Cormorant flew over the dam to their breeding sites on the opposite side.

I drove round to Layer Breton Causeway and added Egyptian Goose, Canada Goose, 
Greylag Goose, Gadwall, Common Pochard, Coot, Moorhen, Carrion Crown and 
Blackbird to the day list. Green Woodpecker ΨȅŀŦŦƭŜŘΩ in the distance and /ŜǘǘƛΩǎ 
Warbler called from the reeds. The heron and cormorant colonies were busy with 
paired up birds defending their nest sites from potential usurpers. With no sign of the 
over-wintering Smew, I drove through Layer Breton village to the Essex Wildlife Trust 
Visitor Centre, adding Collared Dove, Rook and Little Egret on the way.

I took the short walk to Hide Bay Hide which produced Linnet, Great White Egret, 
Great Black-backed Gull and Common Kestrel, as well as repeat sightings of Mallard, 
Teal and Gadwall. I continued to DǿŜƴΩǎ Hide where a Pheasant crossed the path in 
front of me, and I picked out a single Mistle Thrush amongst a group of Fieldfare 
feeding on Hawthorn berries. Nothing new from the hide itself, the highlight being a 
party of 12 Pied Wagtails feeding along the shoreline.

I returned to the car and stopped briefly at both causeways just in case the rarer 
ducks or grebes had turned up, but alas no, so at 11.am I left Abberton and headed to 
RSPB Minsmere on the Suffolk coast. 
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I arrived at Minsmere at 12.30am where the feeders at the entrance were alive with a 
constant stream of Blue Tit, Great Tit and Coal Tit, each dashing in, stealing a 
sunflower seed, then dashing back to the cover of the bushes to consume their loot. 
Loitering underneath the feeders were Robin, Chaffinch and Dunnock, quick to hoover 
up any spilt seed.

I set off on the 3km Coastal Loop. The reed beds were quiet as a lone Marsh Harrier 
quartered in the distance, and a pair of Common Buzzard circled over the woods. A 
very brief sea-watch only produced Herring Gulls struggling against the wind, so I 
followed the boardwalk to East Hide. Here the water levels were very high with just a 
few small islands providing safe refuge for Lapwing and Great Black-backed Gull. 
Curlew, Canada Geese, Greylag Geese and Shelduck were out in the open, whilst  Teal, 
Pintail, Mallard, Gadwall and Shoveler remained tucked into the lakeside vegetation. 

At the next viewpoint, a small muddy island provided an opportunity for Dunlin, 
Turnstone and Common Snipe to feed. I continued past The Sluice, adding Stonechat 
and Meadow Pipit to the day list, and on to the viewpoint over South Levels. Here 
large numbers of Lapwing, Common Gull, Black-headed Gull and Greylag Geese had 
gathered, but no sign on either Barnacle Geese or Caspian Gull.

The path from The Sluice to South Hide was closed due to flooding, so I had to retrace 
my steps back to the ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊΩǎ centre. The only new birds added were Goldcrest and 
Goldfinch feeding in the scrub with a flock of Long-tailed Tit. A brief walk through the 
woods produced a fly-through Sparrowhawk and a confiding Muntjac Deer.

At 2.30pm the sky became very grey, so I considered my options. I decided to leave 
Minsmere and drive to Lowestoft, stopping on-route to take a quick snap of the spring 
lambs in the fields and large sows in the pig farm.

I parked at Ness Point, the most easterly point of England, Great Britain, the United 
Kingdom and the British Isles. Here the North Sea was raging, smashing large breakers 
against the rocks. Amongst the carnage, I did manage to locate two Purple Sandpiper 
feeding with a flock of Turnstone, and a pair of Oystercatcher on the sea wall.

By 3.30pm the sky was so dark it felt like dusk. I ended the day at Kessingland hoping 
to find Snow Bunting. Sadly, the area was full of dog walkers and therefore devoid of 
birds. So, at 4.30pm, I drove to my accommodation in Great Yarmouth for the night. 

At the end of day 1, I had totalled up 64 birds ς happy with that!
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Goldeneye (male)

Goldeneye (female)
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Goldeneye (male)
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Tufted Duck

Wigeon
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Ruff

Teal
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Mallard

Greylag Goose
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Grey Heron



www.bargainbirdingclub.com

Fieldfare

Pheasant
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Blue Tit

Coal Tit Great Tit

Robin
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Muntjac

Flooded paths at Minsmere
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Spring Lambs
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Pig
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Purple Sandpiper
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Purple Sandpiper


