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Wednesday 14 January 2020NWT Steart Marshes & RSPB Swell Wood

Our2026 schedulebeganwith our Winter in the West CountrnQ
trip to the SomerseLevelsWWTSIlimbridgeandthe RoyalForestof Dean

Theweekbefore our trip, Storm Goretti had sweptthroughthe UKwith exceptionally
strongwinds, heavysnowfalland significantrainfall, so we were a little nervousasto
what to expect We left Kentat 6am and the 4-hour drive crosscountry viathe M26,
M25 and M5 went smoothlywith just one servicestop on the way.

We arrived at WWT Steart Marshesjust before 10am and made our way to \Wall
Commoncar park Agroupof local photographerswere alreadygatheredon 'Shortie
Watch'but sadlyno signof any owls or HenHarriertoday. WWTwardenswere also
out in good numbersmakingsure dogwalkersg S NXdistrkingthe owl roost We
continued to Steart Car Park and watched Redwing Fieldfare and Song Thrush
feedingin the smallorchard,where the first Snowdropsof the yearwere alsoin full
bloom. Thegatebeyond/ 2 E-&riwaslockedsowe O 2 dzf cBnfir@éto the end of
StertDroveto visitthe bird hideson Stert Point.

At 12 noon we returned to the main car park for a lunch and loo stop, then took a
steady2-hour ramblearoundthe reserve notingthe followingspeciesX

BuzzardMarsh Harrier, Kestrel,Great BlackbackedGull, Herring Gull, Blackheaded
Gull, Little Egret Avocet Curlew, Golden Plover, Lapwing Redshank Blacktailed
Godwit, Common Sandpiper Common Snipg Redwing, Fieldfare, Song Thrush,
Blackbird, Robin, Stonechaj Skylark, Meadow Pipit, Pied Wagtail, Chiffchaff
Chaffinch, Goldfinch, Dunnock, Reed Bunting, Cetti's Warbler (H), Longtailed Tit,
Great Tit, Blue Tit, Wren, Mute Swan,Cormorant, GreylagGoose,CanadaGoose,
Shelduck Shoveler Pintail, Wigeon Teal Gadwall Mallard, Little Grebg Coot,
Moorhen,Raver Crow,Rook Magpie,PheasantCollaredDoveand Woodpigeon

Next stop was RSPESwell Wood. We drove to Underhill Farmat the bottom of the
steeplanethat runspastSwellWood. Herewe quicklylocated5 x CommonCraneand
2 x GreatWhite Egretfeedingin the flooded meadowsbehindthe cow shed We also
spotted a few Roe Deerand a Red Fox Sadly,the mist descendedand cloakedthe
whole valleyobscuringfurther views,sowe returned to the woodlandcar park Here
the bird feederswere empty, andthe HeronyHidewasalsovery quiet. We walkedthe
short woodlandloop but only addedCoalTit to our list, takingus to #59 speciesfor
the day At 4pm we headedto Streetandcheckedn to our hotel for 2 nights
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WWT Steart Marshes ﬂw Steart Gate car
Welcome to WWT Steart Marshes

Please enjoy this amazing place but respect other visitors and the guidance given on signs and
marker posts.

Horseriders please use the designated bridleways and keep to the verge of the surfaced paths.

Please keep your dog under effective control or on a lead. For their own safety keep dogs out of the

watercourses and away from livestock. Hefp us keep WWT Steart Marshes clean and safe for cthers Breach
by taking any dog mess home. ’

Some paths are permissive and may have to be ciosed from time fo time to protect wildlife.

In the event of & major problem pleasa ring 07717 505066 or. if an emergency, 999,

Our grid reference is ST 25208 44210 and postcode is TAS 2PU.
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Thursday 15 January 2026Greylake, Ham Wall and Shapwick Heath

Day 2 saw us birding dawn until duskin persistentrain. We beganat Greylakeand
didn't seeanotherhumanbeingthroughoutour 2-hour visit. Despitethe rain, we saw
5 different Water Railsin the freshly cut reedy area The view from the hides
produced hundredsof Wigeon Teal and Lapwing interspersedwith Snipe Pintail,
Shoveler Mallard and GreylagGeese Other birds noted included Buzzarg Marsh
Harrier, Grey Heron, Little Egret and Great White Egret Sadly,no sign of the
Penduline Tit reported 3 days aga Backin the car park, we noted Goldcrest
Goldfinch,ChaffinchHouseSparrowand Linnetdrawnin by the hedgerowfeeders

Next stop was DecoyHide at ShapwickHeath Therain remainedrelentlessand our
bins kept foggingup, but the water birds didn't mind. We added Tufted Duckto our
trip listandalsonoted Wigeon Gadwall| Shoveley CootandLittle Grebe

FromNoah'sHide we had excellentviewsof a pair of Kingfishet plusa GreatCrested
Grebe catchingfish. No sign of the AmericanWigeonthough amongstthe massof
EurasianWigeon, Teal Pintail, Mallard, Tufted Duckand Coot

At 2pm we walked to the Starling murmuration point, picking up Great Spotted
Woodpecker Jayand Siskinon the way. We waited for an hour in the rain, thinking
the birdsmight comein earlyon sucha dampday, but nothing. No other birdwatchers
either led usto believewe were in the wrongplace

After consideringour optionswe walkedinto RSPB1am\Wall to Viewpointl1. After 30
minutesonly 4 other birders turned up. We watched groupsof Lapwingand Black
tailed Godwit comeinto roostandlargeflocksof Starlingsn the distance

So,at 3.30pm we set off againbackto ShapwickHeathandcameacrossa smallgroup
of birdersled by Mike Dilger At 4.30pm we couldseehugeflocks(somereports sayas
manyas 750,000) of Starlingsgoinginto roost behinda water tower ... but they were
still a verylongway off in the distance A natural spectacleby any definition, but not
onethat matchedour experienceon previousvisits

At 5pm the sunsetin a beautiful purple sky(cuePurpleRainby Prince)

www.bargainbirdingclub.com


https://youtu.be/TvnYmWpD_T8
https://youtu.be/TvnYmWpD_T8
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