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Wednesday 14 January 2026 ς WWT Steart Marshes & RSPB Swell Wood

Our 2026 Bargain Birding Club schedule began with our ΨWinter in the West CountryΩ 
trip to the Somerset Levels, WWT Slimbridge and the Royal Forest of Dean.

The week before our trip, Storm Goretti had swept through the UK with exceptionally 
strong winds, heavy snowfall and significant rainfall, so we were a little nervous as to 
what to expect. We left Kent at 6am and the 4-hour drive cross-country via the M26, 
M25 and M5 went smoothly with just one service stop on the way. 

We arrived at WWT Steart Marshes just before 10am and made our way to Wall 
Common car park. A group of local photographers were already gathered on 'Shortie-
Watch' but sadly no sign of any owls or Hen Harrier today. WWT wardens were also 
out in good numbers making sure dog-walkers ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ disturbing the owl roost. We 
continued to Steart Car Park and watched Redwing, Fieldfare and Song Thrush 
feeding in the small orchard, where the first Snowdrops of the year were also in full 
bloom. The gate beyond /ƻȄΩǎ Farm was locked so we ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ continue to the end of 
Stert Drove to visit the bird hides on Stert Point.

At 12 noon we returned to the main car park for a lunch and loo stop, then took a 
steady 2-hour ramble around the reserve, noting the following species Χ 

Buzzard, Marsh Harrier, Kestrel, Great Black-backed Gull, Herring Gull, Black-headed 
Gull, Little Egret, Avocet, Curlew, Golden Plover, Lapwing, Redshank, Black-tailed 
Godwit, Common Sandpiper, Common Snipe, Redwing, Fieldfare, Song Thrush, 
Blackbird, Robin, Stonechat, Skylark, Meadow Pipit, Pied Wagtail, Chiffchaff, 
Chaffinch, Goldfinch, Dunnock, Reed Bunting, Cetti's Warbler (H), Long-tailed Tit, 
Great Tit, Blue Tit, Wren, Mute Swan, Cormorant, Greylag Goose, Canada Goose, 
Shelduck, Shoveler, Pintail, Wigeon, Teal, Gadwall, Mallard, Little Grebe, Coot, 
Moorhen, Raven, Crow, Rook, Magpie, Pheasant, Collared Dove and Woodpigeon. 

Next stop was RSPB Swell Wood. We drove to Underhill Farm at the bottom of the 
steep lane that runs past Swell Wood. Here we quickly located 5 x Common Crane and 
2 x Great White Egret feeding in the flooded meadows behind the cow shed. We also 
spotted a few Roe Deer and a Red Fox. Sadly, the mist descended and cloaked the 
whole valley obscuring further views, so we returned to the woodland car park. Here 
the bird feeders were empty, and the Herony Hide was also very quiet. We walked the 
short woodland loop but only added Coal Tit to our list, taking us to #59 species for 
the day. At 4pm we headed to Street and checked in to our hotel for 2 nights.
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Meadow Pipit
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Stonechat
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Pied Wagtail

Raven
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Common Crane
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Thursday 15 January 2026 ς Greylake, Ham Wall and Shapwick Heath

Day 2 saw us birding dawn until dusk in persistent rain. We began at Greylake and 
didn't see another human being throughout our 2-hour visit. Despite the rain, we saw 
5 different Water Rails in the freshly cut reedy area. The view from the hides 
produced hundreds of Wigeon, Teal and Lapwing, interspersed with Snipe, Pintail, 
Shoveler, Mallard and Greylag Geese. Other birds noted included Buzzard, Marsh 
Harrier, Grey Heron, Little Egret and Great White Egret. Sadly, no sign of the 
Penduline Tit reported 3 days ago. Back in the car park, we noted Goldcrest, 
Goldfinch, Chaffinch, House Sparrow and Linnet drawn in by the hedgerow feeders.

Next stop was Decoy Hide at Shapwick Heath. The rain remained relentless and our 
bins kept fogging up, but the water birds didn't mind. We added Tufted Duck to our 
trip list and also noted Wigeon, Gadwall, Shoveler, Coot and Little Grebe. 

From Noah's Hide we had excellent views of a pair of Kingfisher, plus a Great Crested 
Grebe catching fish. No sign of the American Wigeon though amongst the mass of 
Eurasian Wigeon, Teal, Pintail, Mallard, Tufted Duck and Coot.

At 2pm we walked to the Starling murmuration point, picking up Great Spotted 
Woodpecker, Jay and Siskin on the way. We waited for an hour in the rain, thinking 
the birds might come in early on such a damp day, but nothing. No other birdwatchers 
either led us to believe we were in the wrong place. 

After considering our options we walked into RSPB Ham Wall to Viewpoint 1. After 30 
minutes only 4 other birders turned up. We watched groups of Lapwing and Black-
tailed Godwit come into roost and large flocks of Starlings in the distance.

So, at 3.30pm we set off again back to Shapwick Heath and came across a small group 
of birders led by Mike Dilger. At 4.30pm we could see huge flocks (some reports say as 
many as 750,000) of Starlings going into roost behind a water tower ... but they were 
still a very long way off in the distance. A natural spectacle by any definition, but not 
one that matched our experience on previous visits. 

At 5pm the sun set in a beautiful purple sky (cue Purple Rain by Prince).

https://youtu.be/TvnYmWpD_T8
https://youtu.be/TvnYmWpD_T8
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RSPB Greylake
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Eurasian Wigeon

Snipe
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Water Rail
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Pintail

Tufted Duck

Decoy Lake, Shapwick Heath
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Kingfisher

Great Crested Grebe
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Great White Egret

Grey Heron



www.bargainbirdingclub.com

Somerset Levels

Great White Egret


