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Introduction:

Having run birding holidays to Cyprus in the Spring for the last 2 years, I wanted to explore the 
opportunity for a trip later in the year, targeting winter birds. So, with a 4-day long weekender booked 
off work, I contacted local guide Matt  Smith, who owns and runs Cyprus Bird Watching Tours and a 
reconnaissance itinerary was quickly pulled together.

The island of Cyprus is located on the main Eastern Mediterranean migration route connecting Africa 
to Asia and Europe. It lies 40 miles south of Turkey, 300 miles west of Syria, and 400 miles north of 
Egypt. Cyprus boasts 400+ different bird species, including 3 endemics ς Cyprus Warbler and summer 
migrants Cyprus Wheatear and Cyprus Scops Owl. An estimated 100 million birds head north through 
Cyprusin Spring, and150 million birds head south during the Autumn (Source:  Bird Life Cyprus).

As well as having great birdlife, Cyprus also has over 1950 plant species including 46 orchids, over 
6000 insects (including 38 dragonflies and 54 butterflies), 30 mammals, 22 reptiles and 3 amphibians.

Our short (but fully packed) itinerary was as follows:

ÅDay 1: Fly London Gatwick to Paphos > Bird the Archaeological Park near Paphos Harbour.
ÅDay 2: Akrotiri (Marsh, Gravel Pits and Desert Area), [ŀŘȅΩǎ Mile and Kensington Cliffs.
ÅDay 3: Meneoy, Larnaca Sewage Works, Oroklini Lake, Achna Dam and Aiga Varvara.
ÅDay 4: MavrokolymposDam, Akavas Gorge and Paphos Headland > Fly back to Gatwick.
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Friday 21st November 2025: Fly to Paphos and bird the Archaeological Park

The 7.15am flight from London Gatwick left on schedule and arrived at Paphos at 2pm local time. 
Immigration checks using the new electronic terminals was quick and easy, as was luggage collection 
and the 15-minute transfer to Veronica Hotel. At 3pm I booked a taxi to Paphos Harbour and walked 
into the Archaeological Park where birders are granted free entrance on production of their bins. 

With just 2-hours until sunset, I opted for a circular walk around the ruins, scanning the trees and 
bushes rather than stopping to admire the architecture of this UNESCO World Heritage Site. 

Black Redstart, Robin and Stonechat were the most numerous birds encountered. It was also nice to 
see Blue Rock Thrush, Sardinian Warbler, Blackbird, Linnet, Great Tit, House Sparrow, Hooded Crow, 
Common Kestrel, Laughing Dove and Woodpigeon.

At 5pm the sun set quickly over the sea, so I took a taxi back to the hotel. My room was basic but clean 
and comfortable (think Premier Inn). However, the evening buffet was disappointing, with a sorry 
selection of cold burgers, fish, chicken and pasta, so I opted for a Greek salad. Note to self ς Next time 
stick to our usual hotel in Pissouri. An early night, ready for an early start tomorrow.
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Black Redstart
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Eurasian Stonechat
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Common Kestrel
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Hooded Crow
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Sardinian Warbler

Autumn SquillAsphodel
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Sling-tailed Agama
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Sling-tailed Agama
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.ƻƴŜƭƭƛΩǎ 9ŀƎƭŜ
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Blue Rock Thrush

Blue Rock Thrush at sunset
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Saturday 22nd November 2025: Akrotiri Marsh, [ŀŘȅΩǎ Mile and Kensington Cliffs

Breakfast at 7am, then Matt collected me from the hotel in Paphos. First stop was the Tower Hide at   
Akrotiri, an area of freshwater marsh, reedbeds and cattle grazing pasture. From our elevated viewing 
position, we enjoyed excellent views of a Bluethroat right next to the hide, and a Common Kingfisher 
perched in the reeds overlooking a small pool. On the grazing marsh itself we picked out Spur-winged 
Plover, Common Snipe, Little Grebe, Water Rail, Moorhen, Coot, Mallard, Eurasian Teal, Little Egret, 
Cattle Egret, Common Starling, Water Pipit, Meadow Pipit, White Wagtail and Skylark. 

In the bushes we observed Spanish Sparrow, Common Chiffchaff, Greenfinch, Chaffinch and 
Goldfinch. A calling /ŜǘǘƛΩǎ Warbler remained hidden. Turning our attention to the sky, we added 
Marsh Harrier, Common Buzzard, Stock Dove and Collared Dove to our trip list. We also had repeat 
sightings of Common Kestrel, Eurasian Stonechat, White Wagtail, Hooded Crow and Woodpigeon.

After 2 hours in the Tower Hide we moved on to the Lower Hide. Here the muddy pools had almost 
dried out completely. We heard a calling Penduline Tit and had the briefest of glimpses of a Jack Snipe 
as it flew from the reedbed and disappeared the instant it landed on the ground. Fortunately we had 
prolonged views of a small flock of Red-throated Pipit searching for insects in the donkey grazing 
paddock. Sadly, we dipped on the over-wintering White-throated Kingfisher.

We took the CƛǎƘŜǊƳŀƴΩǎ Track along the seashore to an area known as The Gravel Pits. These pools 
had all dried out and were devoid of birds, so we continued to the scrubby Desert Area. Here we 
added Crested Lark, Blackcap, Linnet and Song Thrush to our trip list. There was no point in scanning 
the bushes around Agios Georgios Church as all the autumn migrants had already passed through.

We rejoined the main road and drove past Limassol Lake, which is technically in the United Kingdom! 
The lake was dry, so we continued to The Holy Monastery of The Cats. Here the feline residents were 
being fed by a steady stream of human worshippers. We took the short walk from the car park to 
Bishops Pool (aka: Despotiki Lake) which held Ferruginous Duck, Northern Shoveler and Grey Wagtail, 
as well as Mallard, Teal, Little Grebe and Moorhen. 

We returned to the car park and followed the road round Limassol Lake to [ŀŘȅΩǎ Mile beach. Here 
again the water levels were very low, but we did manage to locate Little Stint and Kentish Plover. At 
12noon we stopped for lunch on the beach overlooking the fish farm. We scanned through a flock of 
Black-headed Gull floating on the sea, hoping for something more exotic, but no joy. We considered 
our options and decided to retrace our route back to the Tower Hide at Akrotiri Marsh. 

On arrival, it was instantly noticeable how much quieter it was compared to our early morning visit. 
Spur-winged Plover, Moorhen and Little Egret were all still feeding on the wet meadow, and the 
Bluethroat reshowed nicely a few times. We persevered for a couple of hours but still no sign of either 
Penduline Tit or White-throated Kingfisher. Our efforts were rewarded with 3 .ƻƴŜƭƭƛΩǎ Eagle which 
initially we had dismissed as Common Buzzard or Marsh Harrier until they got closer. Matt also located 
a small, bright green Middle East Tree Frog, sleeping on the reed stems below the hide.

Last stop was Kensington Cliffs. No Griffon Vultures today, but we did see Jackdaw and Mediterranean 
Shag and the beautiful flowering Autumn Daffodil As we drove back to Paphos, 6 Cormorants flew 
across the road. Dinner in the hotel tonight was significantly better than last nights buffet.
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Bluethroat
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Common Kingfisher
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Spur-winged Plover
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Middle East Tree Frog


