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Introduction:

Havingrun birding holidaysto Cyprusin the Springfor the last 2 years,| wanted to explore the
opportunity for atrip later in the year,targetingwinter birds. So,with a 4-daylongweekenderbooked
off work, | contactedlocal guide Matt Smith, who ownsand runs CyprusBird Watching Toursand a
reconnaissancéinerarywasquicklypulledtogether.

Theislandof Cyprusis locatedon the main EasternMediterraneanmigrationroute connectingAfrica
to Asiaand Europe It lies 40 miles south of Turkey,300 mileswest of Syria,and 400 miles north of
Egypt Cyprushoasts400+ different bird speciesjncluding3 endemicsg CyprusWarblerandsummer
migrantsCyprusWheatearand CyprusScopOwl. An estimated100million birdsheadnorth through
Cyprusan Springand 150 million birdsheadsouthduringthe Autumn(Source Bird Life Cyprug.

Aswell as havinggreat birdlife, Cyprusalso has over 1950 plant speciesincluding46 orchids,over
6000insects(including38 dragonfliesand 54 butterflies),30 mammals 22 reptilesand 3 amphibians

Ourshort (but fully packed)itinerary wasasfollows:

A Daya1: FlyLondonGatwickto Paphos> Bird the ArchaeologicaParknearPaphosHarbour
A Day2: Akrotiri (Marsh, GravelPitsand DesertAreg), [ | RNil@andKensingtorCliffs

A Day3: Meneoy,LarnacéSewagaNorks,OrokliniLake AchnaDamandAigaVarvara

A Daya: MavrokolymposDam,AkavasGorgeand PaphosHeadland> Flybackto Gatwick
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Friday21st November2025 Flyto Paphosandbird the ArchaeologicaPark

The 7.15am flight from London Gatwickleft on scheduleand arrived at Paphosat 2pm local time.
Immigrationchecksusingthe new electronicterminalswas quick and easy,as was luggagecollection
and the 15-minute transferto VeronicaHotel. At 3pm | bookeda taxi to PaphosHarbourand walked
into the ArchaeologicaParkwherebirdersare grantedfree entranceon productionof their bins

With just 2-hours until sunset,| opted for a circularwalk around the ruins, scanningthe trees and
bushegratherthan stoppingto admirethe architectureof this UNESC®@/orld HeritageSite

BlackRedstar{ Robinand Stonechatwere the most numerousbirds encountered It wasalsonice to
seeBlue RockThrush SardinianWarbler, Blackbird Linnet, GreatTit, HouseSparrow, HoodedCrow,
CommonKestre| LaughingDoveandWoodpigeon

At 5pm the sunsetquicklyoverthe sea,sol took ataxi backto the hotel. My room wasbasicbut clean
and comfortable (think Premier Inn). However,the eveningbuffet was disappointing,with a sorry
selectionof cold burgers fish, chickenand pasta,so| opted for a Greeksalad Note to self¢ Nexttime
stickto our usualhotel in PissouriAn earlynight, readyfor an early start tomorrow.
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Hooded Crow
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Blue Rock Thrush

Blue Rock Thrush at sunse
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Saturday22"d November2025 Akrotiri Marsh,[ | RNil@ d@nd KensingtonCliffs

Breakfastat 7am, then Matt collectedme from the hotel in Paphos Firststop wasthe Tower Hide at

Akrotiri, an areaof freshwatermarsh,reedbedsand cattle grazingpasture Fromour elevatedviewing
position, we enjoyedexcellentviewsof a Bluethroat right next to the hide,anda CommonKingfisher
perchedin the reedsoverlookinga smallpool. Onthe grazingmarshitself we pickedout Spurwinged

Plover, CommonSnipe Little Grebg Water Rail Moorhen, Coot, Mallard, EurasianTeal Little Egret

Cattle Egret CommonStarling Water Pipit, Meadow Pipit, White Wagtail and Skylark

In the busheswe observed Spanish Sparrowy Common Chiffchaff Greenfinchh Chaffinch and
Goldfinch A calling/ S (i Warlkidei remained hidden Turningour attention to the sky, we added
Marsh Harrier, CommonBuzzarg StockDove and CollaredDoveto our trip list. We alsohad repeat
sightingsof CommonKestrel EurasiarStonechatWhite Wagtail,HoodedCrowand Woodpigeon

After 2 hoursin the TowerHide we movedon to the Lower Hide. Herethe muddy pools had almost
dried out completely We hearda callingPendulineTit andhadthe briefestof glimpsesof a JackSnipe
asit flew from the reedbedand disappearedhe instantit landedon the ground Fortunatelywe had
prolongedviews of a small flock of Redthroated Pipit searchingfor insectsin the donkey grazing
paddock Sadlywe dippedon the over-wintering White-throated Kingfisher

We took the C A 4 K S Ni#dkalofigthe seashoreto an areaknown as The GravelPits. Thesepools
had all dried out and were devoid of birds, so we continuedto the scrubbyDesert Area. Here we
addedCrestedLark Blackcap Linnetand SongThrushto our trip list. Therewasno point in scanning
the bushesaroundAgiosGeorgiosChurchasall the autumnmigrantshadalreadypassedhrough.

We rejoinedthe main road and drove past Limassol_ake whichis technicallyin the United Kingdom!
Thelakewasdry, sowe continuedto The Holy Monastery of The Cats Herethe feline residentswere
being fed by a steady stream of human worshippers We took the short walk from the car park to
BishopsPool (aka DespotikiLake)whichheld FerruginousDuck Northern Shovelerand GreyWagtail,
aswell asMallard, Teal Little Grebeand Moorhen.

We returned to the car park and followed the road round LimassolLaketo [ | R ®i@ &#each Here
againthe water levelswere very low, but we did manageto locate Little Stint and KentishPlover. At

12noon we stoppedfor lunch on the beachoverlookingthe fish farm. We scannedthrough a flock of

Blackheaded Gull floating on the sea,hopingfor somethingmore exotic, but no joy. We considered
our optionsanddecidedto retraceour route backto the TowerHideat Akrotiri Marsh.

On arrival, it wasinstantly noticeablehow much quieter it was comparedto our early morning visit.
Spurwinged Plover, Moorhen and Little Egretwere all still feeding on the wet meadow, and the
Bluethroatreshowednicelya few times. We perseveredor a coupleof hoursbut still no signof either
PendulineTit or White-throated Kingfisher Our efforts were rewardedwith 3. 2 Y S Eafyléwfigh
initially we had dismissedas CommonBuzzardor MarshHarrieruntil they got closer Matt alsolocated
asmall,brightgreenMiddle EastTreeFrog sleepingon the reed stemsbelowthe hide.

Laststop wasKensingtonCliffs No Griffon Vulturestoday, but we did seeJackdawand Mediterranean

Shagand the beautiful flowering Autumn Daffodil Aswe drove backto Paphos,6 Cormorantsflew
acrossthe road. Dinnerin the hotel tonight wassignificantlybetter than last nightsbuffet.
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Common Kingfis
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