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Introduction

This was our first Bargain  Birding  Club  trip to southern Morocco. It was 

hastily arranged for one loyal customer, as a trip to Finland that Nigel and 

myself were booked on (with another operator) was cancelled last minute.

As one door closes, another door opens as they say. We had a brilliant time 

seeing #101 bird  species  which included 26 ólifersô (first time ticks). Many 

thanks to our guide Hassan, a local Berber bird watcher, who knew exactly 

where to go and what to see and ensured we maximised our time in the field.

Our 7-day itinerary  was as follows :

Å Day 1: Fly to Marrakech and bird the Toubkal National Park, Oukaimeden.

Å Day 2: Ourika Valley and then bird all the way to Boumalne Dades.

Å Day 3: Explore the steppe birds of The Tagdilt Track, Boumalne Dades.

Å Day 4: Todra Gorge and birding all the way from Tinghir to Merzouga.

Å Day 5: Desert birding óThe Tafilaltô ï The head of the Saharan sand dunes.

Å Day 6: Birding all the way from Merzouga to Ouarzazate.

Å Day 7: Birding from Ouarzazate to Marrakech and flight home to London.
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Day 1 ï Travel  to  Morocco  and visit  the Toubkal  National  Park .

Our 6.35am British Airways flight from Gatwick was delayed by 15 mins but the 

pilot put the after-burners on and we landed on time at Marrakech at 10.15am. 

Passport control, baggage reclaim, and border security routines all went 

smoothly. Hassan was waiting for us outside the airport entrance and so by 

10.45am weôd loaded up his rented 4x4 Toyota Fortuner and were on the road.

We left the Marrakech suburbs with the sounds of Common  Bulbul  calling 

from nearby gardens and embarked on a 72km (90-minute) drive south 

towards the Atlas Mountains, which were obscured by dust from all the building 

works going on. The only other birds noted in the suburbs were Cattle  Egret , 

Common  Kestrel , Feral  Pigeon  and Collared  Dove .

We drove through the Vallee de lôOurika until we reached Oukaimeden . We 

parked by a small dam next to the Environmental Initiation Centre and 

stretched our legs with a walk across the footbridge to explore a rocky outcrop. 

We were at an altitude of 2600m so began to scan for high mountain birds. We 

quickly located a small flock of Rock  Sparrow , plus Rock  Bunting , Linnet , 

Black  Redstart  and Grey Wagtail . We also got our first sightings of Barbary  

Ground -Squirrel  and the fast-moving Busackôs Fringe -toed  Lizard .

The reservoir itself held Eurasian  Coot  feeding on floating vegetation. 

Overhead, a flock of c.200 Red-billed  Chough  circled and called nosily before 

they descended on the scree slopes to feed on the bountiful supply of crickets. 

We crossed back over the narrow footbridge just as the shepherds were 

herding their goats and sheep down from the hillside to drink. We continued 

past the ski resort and spotted a Hoopoe  feeding in the grounds of a 

seasonally abandoned chalet. We left the tarmac road and drove along a 

gravel track into Toubkal  National  Park . Here the scenery was simply 

stunning with towering peaks and steep-sided, treeless slopes. 

At first the habitat looked bleak and devoid of life, but perseverance paid off. 

We spotted a distant Atlas  Wheatear  (a Moroccan race of Northern Wheatear) 

and an equally distant Black  Wheatear . Hoping for better views we pushed on. 

We couldnôt believe the number of Common Kestrel out hunting, we counted at 

least 20 feeding on crickets. Hovering above a distant ridge we spotted a larger 

bird of prey. Scanning through bins, we agreed it was a Long -legged  Buzzard .

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toubkal_National_Park
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toubkal_National_Park
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toubkal_National_Park


www.bargainbirdingclub.com

Toubkal National Park

Oukaimeden
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Toubkal National Park, Oukaimeden
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Black Wheatear

Atlas Wheatear
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Hassan proceeded to drive literally along a dry, rocky riverbed, flushing a pair 

of Rock  Dove (as true as they come). He pushed on, keen for us to see more 

mountain birds, and we were soon enjoying views of Moussierôs Redstart , 

Blue  Rock  Thrush , Black Wheatear, Northern  Wheatear  and Black Redstart.

We retraced our off-road route back to the ski chalets and this time picked up a 

Common  Chiffchaff  in a walnut tree, and a Common  Redstart  in a conifer.

At 5.30pm we headed down the mountain road. A stop at the Tahanout  turn off 

produced Levaillantôs Green Woodpecker  and Great  Spotted  Woodpecker , 

plus Robin , Blackbird , African  Blue  Tit  and African  Chaffinch . Overhead, a 

large flock of Barn  Swallow  were feeding in the half light.

We arrived at Le Maquis  Hotel  at 7.15pm and checked in for one night. Dinner 

at 8pm was a traditional Moroccan affair of vegetable soup starter, lemon, olive 

and chicken tagine main, followed by tiramisu for dessert. At 9pm we retired to 

our rooms, tired but happy after a long first day.

Moussierôs Redstart

https://www.auberge-lemaquis.com/en
https://www.auberge-lemaquis.com/en
https://www.auberge-lemaquis.com/en
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Blue Rock Thrush (male)
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Blue Rock Thrush (female)
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Northern Wheatear

Red-billed Chough
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Busackôs Fringe-toed Lizard
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Barbary Ground Squirrel


