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Day 1- 9 September 2025: Travel London to Aragon, visit Mallos de Riglo:

My 4am alarmclockwent off and alreadythe pre-birding buzzwaskickingin. | always
get excitedgoingbird watching,especiallywhenA o@afamiliarisationtrip organised
by the SpanishTouristBoardto aregionof Spainthat L Qrié\&rvisited before.

Aragonis famousto mostBritsasthe birthplaceof Catherineof Aragon,the first wife
of KingHenryVlll backin 1509 Married, divorced,survivedif you recall your school
historylesson GeographicallyAragonis a vast(48,000km?) sparselypopulatedregion
in northeastSpain porderingthe SpanisHPyrenees

50% of the 1.35 million population of

Sl s SPAIN Aragonlive in Zaragozathe 3¢ largest
i v city in Spain This lack of people
R oo throughout rural Aragonis what makes

B acon | s it soattractiveto adventureand nature-

lovers, but it often missesout to the

. more popular tourist destinations in
ERTREMADURRS . s ta LA searea “m neighbouring Catalonia and Navarre,
e ol and the French Pyrenees over the
e border Hence the decision by the

S e o Spanish Tourist Board to run this
familiarisation trip to raise awareness

with tour operatorsin the UK

Our smallgroup consistedof ChrisCollins(Limosa)David Tomlinson(10,000 Birds),
LaurieJacksor(Wildlife Travel)and myself,RichardHanman(BargairBirdingClub)

My 90-minute drive to Stanstedairport went smoothly,asdid parking,bagdrop and
security checks We boarded our RyanAir flight and departed on time at 9.25am,
landingtwo hourslater at Zaragozaairport at 1pm localtime. We negotiatedpassport
control and luggagereclaim, and were met by our hosts, Pablo EscribanoHerrero
(SpanishrouristOffice)and JoanCalderon(PhotoLogistics)

We boardedthe PhotoLogisticsninibusanddrove 1 hour to EICobertizorestaurantin
Plasenciadel Monte for an extended2-hour, 3-courselunch All for 16 eurospp. On
route, we kickstarted our bird list with White Stork, Red Kite, CommonKestre| 6
LesserKestrel perched on a telegraph wire, Common Buzzard Spotless Starling
CollaredDove Woodpigeon FeralPigeonand HouseSparrow
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Aswe left the restaurant,a quick5-minute birding sessiorfrom the carpark produced
BootedEagleand Shorttoed Eagle plusHouseMartin and BarnSwallow.

At 4pm we boardedthe busanddroveto Mallos de Riglos(N 42 21 33, W 00 44 42).
Herethe paradoroverlooksan impressiverock formation popularwith rock climbers
and s alsoa breedingsite for vultures Here we observedboth Griffon Vulture and
EgyptianVulture, plus Peregrine Falcon Booted Eagle,Raven Redbilled Chough
CragMartin, BlueRockThrush BlackRedstart SardinianWarblerand RockDove

At 8pm the sunwassettingsowe took this asour cueto headto our accommodation,
the RealPosadade Lienain Murillo de Gallego(N422011, W 0045 06).

After checkingin to our rooms, it emergedthat the restauranthad alreadyclosedfor
the night sowe hadto W Y I-R #@th pizzasat a smallcafébackin Mallosde Riglos
washeddown with a glassof localred wine of course

We retired to our bedsaround 10pm, tired after a long day from 4am this morning,
but happywith what we had seensofar and excitedaboutwhat wasstill to come

Sunset at Mallos de Riglo
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Egyptian Vulture
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Griffon Vulture
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Griffon Vulture
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Chalkhill Blue

Longtailed Blue
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Day 2- 10 September 2025: Valles Occidentales National Park.

Breakfastat 8.15amwasa traditional Spanishaffair ¢ bread,cheese cold meats,fresh
fruit, coffeeand churros Aswe boardedthe minibusat 9am we were surroundedby
hundredsof HouseMartin enjoyingtheir own aerialbreakfastin a bright blue sky

We drove north up the steepsidedRio GallegoValley, stoppingregularlyto enjoythe
panoramicviewsand scanfor wildlife. At Presade la Pena(N 42 23 08, W 00 44 17)
we heardthen sawa flock of CommonCrossbill callingasthey flew high overhead
Other new birds addedto our trip list here were HoneyBuzzard Jay CarrionCrow,
Chiffchaff CrestedTit (H), Nuthatch, CoalTit, Great Tit and Shorttoed Treecreeper
We alsonoted flowering Autumn Crocusandthe tiny endemicPyreneanRockLizard

We continuedhigher,leavingbehindthe tree-lined slopeswhich gaveway to a grassy
mountain plateau Here we had distant views of Alpine Marmot baskingin the
middaysunshineanda herd of 40 Chamoisa specief wild goat

At 2pm we beganour slow and treacherousdescentas the front suspensioron the
minibus had dropped, bumping and grinding on every rock on the way down. We
finally madeit backto tarmacat 4pm and stoppedfor a welcomecoffee/loo stop in
Castiellode Jacawhere our guideswappedthe minibusfor a newerversion Themain
street waslined with conifertreesandheld Firecrestand Shorttoed Treecreeper

Nextstop wasthe tourist town of Ainsa(N 42 24 54, W 00 08 38). We parkednextto
the bridge and embarked on a short walk along the Rio Cinca Here we added
Kingfisherand Blackcago our heardlist and had goodviewsof PiedFlycatcher

We alsospentsometime lookingfor bugsand wildflowers Lauriemanagedto locate
a spectaculaiSpurgeHawk Moth caterpillar diagnosticallyfeedingon a Spurgeplant.
Ina patchof Everlasting?eawe noted CommonBlueand Longtailed Bluebutterflies.
Themostabundantbugwe foundwasthe elegantlynamedAuspiciousBurnet Moth.

At 7.30pm we called an end to day 2 and headed to our accommodation for the nigt
at the spectaculafr K NRA Yy S{i . (WQ PR3 2C £ DOY15 3B).

We enjoyed a delightful traditional Spanish3-course meal, prepared by our hosts,
beforeretiring to our rooms
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Day 3- 11 September 2025: Ordesa and Monte Perdido National Park.

An early start today as we had a pre-arranged6am rendezvouswith Alberto, our
guidefor the dayfrom Senderordesa

We droveinto Ainsa(addinga TawnyOwl fly by on the way)and met in the main car
park to transfer vehiclesinto ! f 6 S M& gifiBus Our targets today were the
mountainspecialtiesof the Pyreneesn Ordesaand Monte PerdidoNational Park

FromAinsa,we took the scenicl-hour drive north following the windingcourseof the

Rio Cincato Bielsa We then followed the A138 alongthe courseof the Rio Barrosa
before turning off at Parzanonto a graveltrack through the village of Chisagues
Continuinghigherin elevationall the time, Alberto drove with purposearoundtight

hairpin bendswith cascadingvaterfallson our left and steepvalleyson our right. We

madefrequent stopson the way to take in the spectaculawvistas,eachtime scanning
for birds This proved fruitful as we added Dipper, Grey Wagtail, Water Pipit,

CommonRockThrush Wheatear, Linnet, Chaffinchand Dunnockto our trip list.

Whenthe Caminoa las Minas de Lienatrack becametoo muchevenfor! f 6 S 2 |
vehicle,we parkedup at RefugioMondarrueago(N 42 41 00, EOO 08 43) and set off

on foot on a diagonalwalk acrossthe bog. We headedfor \WallcreeperWall ¢ a huge
verticaloutcrop of rock,3000m abovesealevel,namedafter our maintarget bird.

Stickingto the grazinganimal tracks, we slowly made our way to the viewpoint
Excitementgrew when we saw our first high flying Lammergeierand a very distant
Golden Eagle We also took time to admire the purple flowers of a 2 y |H2ad
0 9 dzNEBad8aid plant), and variousother plants, butterflies and bugs Davidand
ChrisalsoheardAlpine Choughand Subalpine Warbler calling

When we reached\WallcreeperWall we settled down and beganto scanthe nooks
and crannies,ledgesand outcropsof the sheervertical cliff. Thirty minuteslater the
callwentouta 2 | £ £ O N&&e &llni&nsdedo lockour binson a very distant pair of
our target birds, feeding on the northside of the rock A third bird, probably a
youngster,also appearedand all three were seensearchingfor spidersand insects,
flitting up and down the cliff face Sadly,they were too distant for photos (not even
record shots) Still, we now had Wallcreeperon our trip list, a Wt AfcF S1é&)Kbeit
Chrisinsisted! logit asaW ¢ | ¢ ¥ @ AitingBetter + A S. gafr@edasit got me
out of buyinga celebratorybottle of DomPerignonchampagne
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After another 30 minuteswith no further views,we beganour steadydescentback
down to the track Aswell asa distant herd of Chamois we had excellentviews of

Marmot, the strangelookingground-squirrelthat livesin burrowsduginto the grassy
hillside We alsoenjoyedcloseviewsof BlackRedstartand Water Pipit and fly-bys of

MarshHarrier, Sparrowhawk HoneyBuzzardand CommonKestrel

Bugwise, we noted Dung Beetle, Green Tiger Beetle Mottled Grasshopper
PyreneanMountain GrasshopperRedwinged Cricketand Blue-winged Cricket

At almostexactlylpm, a GoldenEagleappearedon the horizonand glided gracefully
up the valleyanddisappearedverthe ridge. We celebratedwith an alfrescopicnicof

bread, cheese,cold meats, tomatoes and wine, surroundedby a resting herd of

curiousFangineCowsbackat RefugioMondarrueaga

Suitablyrefreshed,we drove backdown the mountain A quick stop at the basecar
park producedour first Robin Blue Tit, Wren and Serin of the trip, and fully grown
CragMartin chicksclungto the rafters of ametal barn housinga snowplough

We rejoined the main road backto Ainsaand found a smalllayby next to the Rio
Cinca Fromthe side of the busyroad, we noted a family group of GreyWagtailand
our secondDipperof the day, this time more obligingand willing to posefor photos.

With the clockever ticking, we took to the road and headedto our accommodation
for the night. 2 S (bRen bookedinto wooden cabinsat Morillo de Tou - Centrode
VacacioneqN 42 22 32, E00 09 13). After checkingin, we re-groupedat 6pm for a
short walk around the grounds We had multiple sightingsof Pied Flycatcherand
pickedup severalYellow-leggedGullloafingon Embalsede Medianoreservoirbelow.

We shareda mixedtapasplatter asa starter for our two-courseeveningmeal before
retiring to our cabinsfor agoodnight'ssleep

This was my favourite day of this trip. Okay, we R A R gefsionking views of
Wallcreeperput our daylist wasstill pretty impressivewhenyou throw in TawnyOwil,
LammergeierGoldenEagle HoneyBuzzard SparrowhawkMarsh Harrier, Redbilled
Chough, Alpine Chough, Raven, Common Rock Thrush, Blue Rock Thrush, Black
Redstart NorthernWheatear,Dipper,GreyWagtail,Water Pipitand PiedFlycatcher..

X.andR 2 yfaigétthe Marmots!
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Cloud Mountain
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