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Day 1 - 9 September 2025: Travel London to Aragon, visit Mallos de Riglos.

My 4am alarm clock went off and already the pre-birding buzz was kicking in. I always 
get excited going bird watching, especially when ƛǘΩǎ on a familiarisation trip organised 
by the Spanish Tourist Board to a region of Spain that LΩǾŜ never visited before.

Aragon is famous to most Brits as the birthplace of Catherine of Aragon, the first wife 
of King Henry VIII back in 1509. Married, divorced, survived if you recall your school 
history lesson. Geographically, Aragon is a vast (48,000km2) sparsely populated region 
in northeast Spain, bordering the Spanish Pyrenees.

 

Our small group consisted of Chris Collins (Limosa), David Tomlinson (10,000 Birds), 
Laurie Jackson (Wildlife Travel) and myself, Richard Hanman (Bargain Birding Club).

My 90-minute drive to Stansted airport went smoothly, as did parking, bag drop and 
security checks. We boarded our Ryan Air flight and departed on time at 9.25am, 
landing two hours later at Zaragoza airport at 1pm local time. We negotiated passport 
control and luggage reclaim, and were met by our hosts, Pablo Escribano Herrero 
(Spanish Tourist Office) and Joan Calderon (PhotoLogistics).

We boarded the PhotoLogistics minibus and drove 1 hour to El Cobertizo restaurant in 
Plasencia del Monte for an extended 2-hour, 3-course lunch. All for 16 euros pp. On-
route, we kick-started our bird list with White Stork, Red Kite, Common Kestrel, 6 
Lesser Kestrel perched on a telegraph wire, Common Buzzard, Spotless Starling, 
Collared Dove, Woodpigeon, Feral Pigeon and House Sparrow.

50% of the 1.35 million population of 
Aragon live in Zaragoza, the 3rd largest 
city in Spain. This lack of people 
throughout rural Aragon is what makes 
it so attractive to adventure and nature-
lovers, but it often misses out to the 
more popular tourist destinations in 
neighbouring Catalonia and Navarre, 
and the French Pyrenees over the 
border. Hence the decision by the 
Spanish Tourist Board to run this 
familiarisation trip to raise awareness 
with tour operators in the UK.

http://el-cobertizo.com/
http://el-cobertizo.com/
http://el-cobertizo.com/
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As we left the restaurant, a quick 5-minute birding session from the car park produced 
Booted Eagle and Short-toed Eagle, plus House Martin and Barn Swallow.

At 4pm we boarded the bus and drove to Mallos de Riglos (N 42 21 33, W 00 44 42). 
Here the parador overlooks an impressive rock formation popular with rock climbers 
and is also a breeding site for vultures. Here we observed both Griffon Vulture and 
Egyptian Vulture, plus Peregrine Falcon, Booted Eagle, Raven, Red-billed Chough, 
Crag Martin, Blue Rock Thrush, Black Redstart, Sardinian Warbler and Rock Dove.

At 8pm the sun was setting so we took this as our cue to head to our accommodation, 
the Real Posada de Liena in Murillo de Gallego (N 42 20 11, W 00 45 06).

After checking in to our rooms, it emerged that the restaurant had already closed for 
the night so we had to ΨƳŀƪŜ-ŘƻΩ with pizzas at a small café back in Mallos de Riglos ς 
washed down with a glass of local red wine of course.

We retired to our beds around 10pm, tired after a long day from 4am this morning, 
but happy with what we had seen so far and excited about what was still to come.

Sunset at Mallos de Riglos

https://www.turismodearagon.com/ficha/mallos-de-riglos/
https://www.turismodearagon.com/ficha/mallos-de-riglos/
https://www.turismodearagon.com/ficha/mallos-de-riglos/
https://www.realposadadeliena.com/
https://www.realposadadeliena.com/
https://www.realposadadeliena.com/
https://www.realposadadeliena.com/
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Egyptian Vulture

Mallos de Riglos
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Griffon Vulture
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Griffon Vulture
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Chalkhill Blue

Long-tailed Blue
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Day 2 - 10 September 2025: Valles Occidentales National Park.

Breakfast at 8.15am was a traditional Spanish affair ς bread, cheese, cold meats, fresh 

fruit, coffee and churros. As we boarded the minibus at 9am we were surrounded by 

hundreds of House Martin enjoying their own aerial breakfast in a bright blue sky.

We drove north up the steep-sided Rio Gallego Valley, stopping regularly to enjoy the 

panoramic views and scan for wildlife. At Presa de la Pena (N 42 23 08, W 00 44 17) 

we heard then saw a flock of Common Crossbill, calling as they flew high overhead. 

Other new birds added to our trip list here were Honey Buzzard, Jay, Carrion Crow, 

Chiffchaff, Crested Tit (H), Nuthatch, Coal Tit, Great Tit and Short-toed Treecreeper. 

We also noted flowering Autumn Crocus and the tiny endemic Pyrenean Rock Lizard.

We continued higher, leaving behind the tree-lined slopes which gave way to a grassy 

mountain plateau. Here we had distant views of Alpine Marmot basking in the 

midday sunshine, and a herd of 40 Chamois, a species of wild goat.

At 2pm we began our slow and treacherous descent as the front suspension on the 

minibus had dropped, bumping and grinding on every rock on the way down. We 

finally made it back to tarmac at 4pm and stopped for a welcome coffee/loo stop in 

Castiello de Jaca where our guide swapped the minibus for a newer version. The main 

street was lined with conifer trees and held Firecrest and Short-toed Treecreeper.

Next stop was the tourist town of Ainsa (N 42 24 54, W 00 08 38). We parked next to 
the bridge and embarked on a short walk along the Rio Cinca. Here we added 
Kingfisher and Blackcap to our heard list and had good views of Pied Flycatcher.

We also spent some time looking for bugs and wildflowers. Laurie managed to locate 
a spectacular Spurge Hawk Moth caterpillar, diagnostically feeding on a Spurge plant. 
In a patch of Everlasting Pea we noted Common Blue and Long-tailed Blue butterflies. 
The most abundant bug we found was the elegantly named Auspicious Burnet Moth.

At 7.30pm we called an end to day 2 and headed to our accommodation for the night 
at the spectacular /ƘŀǊŘƛƴŜǘ ŘΩŀ CƻǊƳƛƎŀ. (N 42 23 21, E 00 15 33). 

We enjoyed a delightful traditional Spanish 3-course meal, prepared by our hosts, 
before retiring to our rooms.

https://ochardinet.com/
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Valles de Occidentales
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Everlasting Pea

Autumn Crocus Harebell
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Pyrenean Rock Lizard

Firecrest
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Auspicious Burnet Moth

Grass Moth sp.
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Spurge Hawk Moth caterpillar
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Day 3 - 11 September 2025: Ordesa and Monte Perdido National Park.

An early start today as we had a pre-arranged 6am rendezvous with Alberto, our 
guide for the day from Senderos Ordesa.

We drove into Ainsa (adding a Tawny Owl fly by on the way) and met in the main car 
park to transfer vehicles into !ƭōŜǊǘƻΩǎ 4x4 minibus. Our targets today were the 
mountain specialties of the Pyrenees in Ordesa and Monte Perdido National Park.

From Ainsa, we took the scenic 1-hour drive north following the winding course of the 
Rio Cinca to Bielsa. We then followed the A138 along the course of the Rio Barrosa 
before turning off at Parzan onto a gravel track through the village of Chisagues. 
Continuing higher in elevation all the time, Alberto drove with purpose around tight 
hairpin bends with cascading waterfalls on our left and steep valleys on our right. We 
made frequent stops on the way to take in the spectacular vistas, each time scanning 
for birds. This proved fruitful as we added Dipper, Grey Wagtail, Water Pipit, 
Common Rock Thrush, Wheatear, Linnet, Chaffinch and Dunnock to our trip list.

When the Camino a las Minas de Liena track became too much even for !ƭōŜǊǘƻΩǎ 4x4 
vehicle, we parked up at Refugio Mondarrueago (N 42 41 00, E 00 08 43) and set off 
on foot on a diagonal walk across the bog. We headed for Wallcreeper Wall ς a huge 
vertical outcrop of rock, 3000m above sea level, named after our main target bird.

Sticking to the grazing animal tracks, we slowly made our way to the viewpoint. 
Excitement grew when we saw our first high flying Lammergeier and a very distant 
Golden Eagle. We also took time to admire the purple flowers of aƻƴƪΩǎ Hood 
ό9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎ most toxic plant), and various other plants, butterflies and bugs. David and 
Chris also heard Alpine Chough and Sub-alpine Warbler calling.

When we reached Wallcreeper Wall we settled down and began to scan the nooks 
and crannies, ledges and outcrops of the sheer vertical cliff. Thirty minutes later the 
call went out ά²ŀƭƭŎǊŜŜǇŜǊέ. We all managed to lock our bins on a very distant pair of 
our target birds, feeding on the northside of the rock. A third bird, probably a 
youngster, also appeared and all three were seen searching for spiders and insects, 
flitting up and down the cliff face. Sadly, they were too distant for photos (not even 
record shots). Still, we now had Wallcreeper on our trip list, a ΨƭƛŦŜǊΩ for me, albeit 
Chris insisted I log it as a Ψ¢!.±Ω ς Ψ¢ƛŎƪ Awaiting Better ±ƛŜǿǎΩ. I agreed as it got me 
out of buying a celebratory bottle of Dom Perignon champagne. 

https://senderosordesa.com/
https://senderosordesa.com/
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After another 30 minutes with no further views, we began our steady descent back 
down to the track. As well as a distant herd of Chamois, we had excellent views of 
Marmot, the strange looking ground-squirrel that lives in burrows dug into the grassy 
hillside. We also enjoyed close views of Black Redstart and Water Pipit and fly-bys of 
Marsh Harrier, Sparrowhawk, Honey Buzzard and Common Kestrel.

Bug-wise, we noted Dung Beetle, Green Tiger Beetle, Mottled Grasshopper, 
Pyrenean Mountain Grasshopper, Red-winged Cricket and Blue-winged Cricket.

At almost exactly 1pm, a Golden Eagle appeared on the horizon and glided gracefully 
up the valley and disappeared over the ridge. We celebrated with an alfresco picnic of 
bread, cheese, cold meats, tomatoes and wine, surrounded by a resting herd of 
curious Fangine Cows back at Refugio Mondarrueago.

Suitably refreshed, we drove back down the mountain. A quick stop at the base car 
park produced our first Robin, Blue Tit, Wren and Serin of the trip, and fully grown 
Crag Martin chicks clung to the rafters of a metal barn housing a snow plough.

We rejoined the main road back to Ainsa and found a small layby next to the Rio 
Cinca. From the side of the busy road, we noted a family group of Grey Wagtail and 
our second Dipper of the day, this time more obliging and willing to pose for photos.

With the clock ever ticking, we took to the road and headed to our accommodation 
for the night. ²ŜΩŘ been booked into wooden cabins at Morillo de Tou - Centrode
Vacaciones(N 42 22 32, E 00 09 13). After checking in, we re-grouped at 6pm for a 
short walk around the grounds. We had multiple sightings of Pied Flycatcher and 
picked up several Yellow-legged Gull loafing on Embalse de Mediano reservoir below.

We shared a mixed tapas platter as a starter for our two-course evening meal before 
retiring to our cabins for a good night's sleep. 

This was my favourite day of this trip. Okay, we ŘƛŘƴΩǘ get stonking views of 
Wallcreeper, but our day list was still pretty impressive when you throw in Tawny Owl, 
Lammergeier, Golden Eagle, Honey Buzzard, Sparrowhawk, Marsh Harrier, Red-billed 
Chough, Alpine Chough, Raven, Common Rock Thrush, Blue Rock Thrush, Black 
Redstart, Northern Wheatear, Dipper, Grey Wagtail, Water Pipit and Pied Flycatcher ...

Χ. and ŘƻƴΩǘ forget the Marmots!
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Ordesa and Monte Perdido NP
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Wallcreeper Wall

Cloud Mountain
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Northern Wheatear

Common Rock Thrush
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Linnet

Black Redstart


