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Introduction:

Cyprus boasts over 400 different bird species, including 3 endemics ς Cyprus Warbler, Cyprus 
Wheatear and Cyprus Scops Owl. It lies on the main Eastern Mediterranean migration route 
connecting Africa to Asia and Europe, with an estimated 100 million birds heading north through 
Cyprusin Spring, and150 million birds heading south during the Autumn (Source:  Bird Life Cyprus).

As well as having great birdlife, Cyprus also has over 1950 plant species including 46 orchids, over 
6000 insects (including 38 dragonflies and 54 butterflies), 30 mammals and 22 reptiles.

This was our second Bargain Birding Club trip to Cyprus, and we secured the services of Matt Smith, 
an excellent local birder and conservationist who has a passion and vast knowledge of all wildlife. 
Matt was trained by Colin Richardson, (author of The IŜƭƳΩǎ Field Guide to the Birds of Cyprus), and 
now runs his own business called Cyprus Bird Watching Tours. Our itinerary was as follows:

Day 1: Fly London Stanstead to Paphos and transfer to our hotel in Pissouri.
Day 2: Paphos - Achelia Farm, Agia Varvara, Asprokremnos Dam, Mandria and Anarita Park.
Day 3: Akrotiri Marsh, Gravel Pits & Desert Area, Limassol Salt Lake and [ŀŘȅΩǎ Mile.
Day 4: Asprokremnos Dam, Mandria and the Troodos Mountains.
Day 5: Cape Greco, Paralimni Lake, Limnara Beach, Achna Dam and Oroklini Lake 
Day 6: Larnaca Sewage Works, Larnaca Salt Lake, Kivisili and Akrotiri Marsh.
Day 7: Paphos Archaeological Site, !ǇƘǊƻŘƛǘŜΩǎ Baths and Akama National Park.
Day 8: Pissouri Bay and the Cape Aspro headland before our return flight to the UK.
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Wednesday 26th March 2025: Fly to Paphos and transfer to hotel in Pissouri

Our 10.30am flight from London Stanstead left on time and arrived at Paphos at 5pm local time. After 
collecting our luggage, our private transfer took us to our hotel in Pissouri just 30 minutes up the coast. 
After settling into our rooms, we enjoyed our first meal in Cyprus, washed down with local red wine. 
An early night was had by all as we had an early start tomorrow.

Thursday 27th March 2025: Birding around Lower Paphos

We were up at 6am to explore the birdlife of the hotel gardens. We kick-started our trip list with  
Cyprus Wheatear, Greenfinch, Goldfinch, House Martin, Barn Swallow, Alpine Swift, Pallid Swift, 
Common Swift, Sardinian Warbler, House Sparrow, Spanish Sparow, Zitting Cisticola, Great Tit, 
Hooded Crow, Laughing Dove, Collared Dove, Feral Pigeon and Woodpigeon. 18 species in 1 hour.

Matt met us at the hotel bang on time at 7am and joined us for breakfast. At 7.45am we set off to 
explore the Lower Paphos area. First stop was Agia Varvara Pools (N 35 08 17, E  25 00 14), a collection 
of four soakaway pools which provide ideal habitat for birds, frogs and dragonflies. We approached the 
pools via the track that passes Achelia Farm, a Tsimouris-owned plant nursery. 

No sign of Stone Curlew in the olive groves so we continued to the pools themselves. Despite the 
water levels being high, we managed to pick out Spotted Crake, Little Crake, Little Bittern, Garganey, 
Little Grebe, Coot, Moorhen, Little Egret, Common Snipe, White Wagtail, Yellow Wagtail (Black-
headed sub. Sp.), Nightingale, Blackcap, /ŜǘǘƛΩǎ Warbler, Reed Warbler and Sedge Warbler.

In the surrounding bushes we added Magpie, Great Spotted Cuckoo, Common Kestrel, Crested Lark, 
Chukar Partridge, Corn Bunting, Chaffinch, Meadow Pipit and Northern Wheatear to our trip list. 
Overhead, we enjoyed excellent views of five Bonelli's Eagle and three Long-legged Buzzard.

At 10.30am it was time to move on to Anarita Park (N 34 44 50, E 32 30 20). Here the habitat quickly 
changed to rocky, arid hillside. New birds added were Cyprus Warbler, Little Owl, Quail, Song Thrush 
and Linnet, plus repeated sightings of Cyprus Wheatear. It was also nice to see Paphos Blue, 
Swallowtail and Painted Lady butterflies, and Sling-tailed Agama and Fringe-fingered Lizards.

We continued on towards Mandria beach, adding Cattle Egret, Red-throated Pipit, Spur-winged 
Plover and a fly-over Ring-necked Parakeet in the fields. We scanned through a large mixed flock of 
wagtails behind the beach bar, picking out sub several species of Yellow Wagtail. We drove around the 
potato fields and along the coast at Mandria beach, adding Mediterranean Shag, Yellow-legged Gull, 
Black Francolin, Lesser Whitethroat, Greater Short-toed Lark, Skylark, Isabelline Wheatear, European 
Stonechat, Caspian Stonechat, Willow Warbler, Hoopoe, Water Pipit and Marsh Harrier to our list.

At 2pm we continued on to Temi Beach which held lots of Lesser Whitethroat, plus a few Common 
Chiffchaff, Robin and Stone Curlew. Overhead we spotted Red-rumped Swallow and Sparrowhawk.

Next stop was Asprokremnos Dam (N 34 43 40, E 32 33 09). We scanned the small copse of pine trees 
but drew a blank on any flycatchers. Great Spotted Cuckoos were feeding on moth caterpillars and we 
had a brief glimpse of a Common Cuckoo. On the reservoir itself, we picked up Great Crested Grebe, 
Grey Heron and at least two Baltic Gulls amongst a large flotilla of distant Yellow-legged Gulls.
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At 4pm, Matt was keen to push on, so we drove round the back of the dam picking up a Little Owl 
sitting at the entrance to its hole, plus a few flighty Tawny Pipit and our first Blue Rock Thrush.

We stopped at Episkopi Cliffs to look for Cyprus Scops Owl but drew a blank. Better look was had with 
Peregrine Falcon and Jackdaw both perched on the cliff face. We made a quick stop in Episkopi to see 
a colony of Egyptian Fruit Bat, but sadly there were many bodies on the floor. Matt reported our 
findings to the appropriate authorities for further investigation.

At 6pm the sun was fading fast, but Matt had one more surprise for us. He took us to a secluded spot 
and we were lucky enough to see a tiny Cyprus Scops Owl. All three island endemics on day 1 ς Boom!

We had notched up 81 species on day one so had plenty to talk about over dinner back at the hotel.
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Friday 28th March 2025: Birding around Akrotiri and Limassol

Full cooked breakfast at 7am and on the road by 7.45am - ǿŜΩŘ got our pre-birding routine sorted. First 
stop today was Akrotiri Marsh (N 34 37 43, E 32 56 26), an area of freshwater marsh and reedbeds. 

The narrow road runs parallel to the marsh with various pull-ins along the way making birding easy. As 
we made our way from stop to stop, we were blown away by the sheer number and variety of birds. 
We quickly boosted our trip list with our first sightings of Common Buzzard, Serin, Northern Shoveler, 
Pintail, Eurasian Teal, Mallard, Greenshank, Green Sandpiper, Marsh Sandpiper, Wood Sandpiper, 
Spotted Redshank, Black-winged Stilt, Little Ringed Plover, Ruff, Spoonbill and Great White Egret. 

We also enjoyed repeat sightings of Garganey, Coot, Little Grebe, Spur-winged Plover, Common Snipe, 
Grey Heron, Little Egret, Cattle Egret, White Wagtail, Yellow (Grey-headed) Wagtail, Zitting Cisticola, 
Greenfinch, Red-throated Pipit, Water Pipit, Great Spotted Cuckoo and Red-rumped Swallow.

At 10am we continued towards Akrotiri Beach (N 34 38 06, E 32 54 48) where the ΨDǊŀǾŜƭ tƛǘǎΩ held 
Black-eared Wheatear (plus Cyprus, Isabelline and Northern Wheatear), Tawny Pipit and Greater 
Short-toed Lark. Sea and shoreline were both quiet apart from a flock of c.500 Garganey offshore.

We took the cobbled beach track used by the local fishermen until we reached an area of scrub. 
Scanning the bushes, we drew a blank on Masked Shrike, wǳǇǇŜƭƭΩǎ Warbler and Orphean Warbler, all 
seen here well on our trip at the same time last year. We continued along the beachside track until it 
met the ΨDesert AreaΩ (N 34 37 14, E 32 55 50). Here the landscape changed again to a large flat sandy 
plain, banked by sand dunes. There was water in a few small pools and these attracted Little Stint, 
Kentish Plover, Little Ringed Plover, Little Grebe and a solitary Black-necked Grebe.

The star bird here through was a Bimaculated Lark, normally a resident of the Middle East from Turkey 
to Afghanistan, and a very rare vagrant to western Europe. Unbelievably, we had the same species in 
the same place last year! We continued through the Ψ5ŜǎŜǊǘ !ǊŜŀΩ and emerged at Agios Georgios 
Church (N 34 36 12, E 32 56 24). A walk through the surrounding bushes eventually produced our first 
Masked Shrike and hǊǘƻƭŀƴΩǎ Bunting Χ and amazingly Χ our 10th Caspian Stonechat in 2 days!

We rejoined the main road and drove past Limassol Lake (N 34 36 12, E 32 57 18), which is technically 
in the United Kingdom! Here we could see Greater Flamingo feeding in the distance. We drove round 
to The Holy Monastery of The Cats (N 34 35 57, E 32 59 12) and shared our lunch with some of the 
residents. A short walk from the car park to ΨBishops PoolΩ (aka Despotiki Lake) produced our first 
Ferruginous Duck, Purple Heron and Black-crowned Night Heron. We returned to the car park and 
followed the road round Limassol Lake to [ŀŘȅΩǎ Mile beach (N 34 38 00, E 33 00 19). Here we picked 
up Greater Sand Plover, Dunlin, Little Stint, Kentish Plover and Ruff.

Next stop was the sewage pools near the M1 motorway (N 34 39 14, E 32 56 14). A Woodchat Shrike 
greeted us on arrival. The pools held Little Crake, Little Grebe, Grey Wagtail and Common Sandpiper. 
We also watched a spectacular aerial feeding display of Alpine Swift, Barn Swallow and Sand Martin.

At 4.30pm we returned to Akrotiti  Marsh where we began the day. New birds in were Black-tailed 
Godwit and Citrine Wagtail. As the sun began to set, and the mozzies began to bite, we returned to 
our hotel in Pissouri. After 2 days our trip list had now grown to a very credible #117 species.
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