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Introduction:

Cyprusboasts over 400 different bird species,including 3 endemics¢ Cyprus Warbler, Cyprus
Wheatear and Cyprus ScopsOwl. It lies on the main Eastern Mediterranean migration route
connectingAfricato Asiaand Europe,with an estimated 100 million birds headingnorth through
Cyprusan Springand 150 million birdsheadingsouthduringthe Autumn(Source BirdLife Cyprus)

As well as havinggreat birdlife, Cyprusalso has over 1950 plant speciesincluding46 orchids, over
6000insects(including38 dragonfliesand 54 butterflies),30 mammalsand 22 reptiles

Thiswasour second trip to Cyprusandwe securedthe servicesof Matt Smith,
an excellentlocal birder and conservationistwho has a passionand vast knowledgeof all wildlife.
Matt wastrained by ColinRichardson(author of Thel S f Fi€dGuideto the Birds of Cyprus)and
now runshisown businesscalledCyprusBird WatchingTours Ouritinerarywasasfollows:

Dayl: FlyLondonStansteado Paphosandtransferto our hotel in Pissouri

Day2: Paphos AcheliaFarm,AgiaVarvara Asprokremno¥am,Mandriaand AnaritaPark
Daya3: Akrotiri Marsh,GravelPits& DesertArea,LimassoBaltLakeand[ I RNIE &
Day4: Asprokremno®am,Mandriaandthe TroodosMountains

Day5: CapeGreco,ParalimniLake LimnaraBeach AchnaDamandOrokliniLake

Day6: Larnace&SewagaNorks,LarnacaSaltLake Kivisiliand Akrotiri Marsh

Day7: PaphosArchaeologicabite,! LIK NP Bathsa&d@AkamaNationalPark

Day8: PissourBayandthe CapeAsproheadlandoeforeour return flight to the UK
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Wednesday26" March 2025 Flyto Paphosandtransferto hotel in Pissouri

Our 10.30am flight from LondonStansteadeft on time and arrived at Paphosat 5pm localtime. After
collectingour luggagepur privatetransfertook usto our hotel in Pissourjust 30 minutesup the coast
After settling into our rooms, we enjoyedour first mealin Cypruswasheddown with local red wine.
Anearlynightwashadby all aswe hadan early start tomorrow.

Thursday27 March 2025 Birdingaround LowerPaphos

We were up at 6am to explore the birdlife of the hotel gardens We kick-started our trip list with
CyprusWheatear, Greenfinch Goldfinch House Martin, Barn Swallow, Alpine Swift, Pallid Swift,
Common Swift, Sardinian Warbler, House Sparrow; SpanishSparow Zitting Cisticolg Great Tit,
HoodedCrow, LaughingDove, CollaredDove, FeralPigeonand\Woodpigeon 18 speciesn 1 hour.

Matt met us at the hotel bangon time at 7am and joined us for breakfast At 7.45am we set off to
explorethe LowerPaphosarea FirststopwasAgiaVarvaraPools(N350817, E 2500 14), a collection
of four soakawaypoolswhich provideidealhabitat for birds, frogsand dragonflies We approachedhe
poolsviathe trackthat passesicheliaFarm a Tsimourisownedplant nursery

No sign of Stone Curlewin the olive grovesso we continuedto the pools themselves Despitethe
water levelsbeinghigh, we managedto pick out Spotted Crake Little Crake Little Bittern, Garganey
Little Grebg Coot Moorhen, Little Egret Common Snipe White Wagtail, Yellow Wagtail (Black
headedsub Sp), Nightingale Blackcap/ S { \Warb@@g ReedWarbler and Sedgewarbler.

In the surroundingbusheswe addedMagpie, Great Spotted Cuckog CommonKestrel CrestedLark
ChukarPartridge Corn Bunting, Chaffinch Meadow Pipit and Northern Wheatear to our trip list.
Overheadwe enjoyedexcellentviewsof five Bonelli'sEagleandthree LongleggedBuzzard

At 10.30am it wastime to moveon to Anarita Park (N 34 44 50, E32 30 20). Herethe habitat quickly
changedto rocky,arid hillside New birds addedwere CyprusWarbler, Little Owl, Quail, SongThrush
and Linnet, plus repeated sightings of CyprusWheatear It was also nice to see Paphos Blug,
Swallowtailand PaintedLadybutterflies,and Slingtailed AgamaandFringefingeredLizards

We continued on towards Mandria beach adding Cattle Egret Redthroated Pipit, Spurwinged
Ploverand a fly-over Ringnecked Parakeetin the fields We scannedthrough a large mixed flock of

wagtailsbehindthe beachbar, pickingout subseveralspeciesof YellowWagtail We drove aroundthe

potato fields and alongthe coastat Mandriabeach,addingMediterranean Shag Yellow-leggedGull,

BlackFrancolin LesseWhitethroat, GreaterShorttoed Lark Skylark IsabellineWheatear, European
Stonechat CaspiarStonechat Willow Warbler, Hoopog Water Pipit andMarsh Harrierto our list.

At 2pm we continuedon to Temi Beachwhich held lots of LesseWhitethroat, plus a few Common
Chiffchaff Robinand StoneCurlew. Overheadwve spotted Redrumped Swallowand Sparrowhawk

NextstopwasAsprokremnosDam (N 344340, E32 33 09). We scannedhe smallcopseof pine trees
but drew a blankon anyflycatchers GreatSpottedCuckooswvere feedingon moth caterpillarsand we
had a brief glimpseof a CommonCuckoo Onthe reservoiritself, we pickedup Great CrestedGrebg
GreyHeronandat leasttwo Baltic Gullsamongsta largeflotilla of distant YellowleggedGulls
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Longlegged Buzzard
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Caspian Stonechat
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L‘pian Stonechat

Hooded Crow
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Crested Lark
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Cyprus Wheatear

Northern Wheatear
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Water Pipit
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Sardinian Warbler i /hitethro

White Wagtail
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At 4pm, Matt was keento pushon, so we drove round the backof the dam pickingup a Little Owl
sitting at the entranceto its hole, plusa few flighty TawnyPipit andour first Blue RockThrush

We stoppedat EpiskopiCliffsto look for CyprusScopsOwl but drew a blank Better look washadwith
PeregrineFalconand Jackdawboth perchedon the cliff face We madea quickstop in Episkopto see

a colony of EgyptianFruit Bat, but sadlythere were many bodieson the floor. Matt reported our
findingsto the appropriateauthoritiesfor further investigation

At 6pm the sunwasfadingfast, but Matt had one more surprisefor us. Hetook usto a secludedspot
andwe were luckyenoughto seeatiny CyprusScopOwl. All three islandendemicson day1 ¢ Boom!

We hadnotchedup 81 specieson dayone so hadplentyto talk aboutoverdinnerbackat the hotel.

Blue Rock Thrush
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Friday28" March 2025 Birdingaround Akrotiri and Limassol

Fullcookedbreakfastat 7am andon the road by 7.45am- ¢ S @dR our pre-birdingroutine sorted. First
stoptodaywasAkrotiri Marsh (N 34 37 43, E3256 26), an areaof freshwatermarshandreedbeds

Thenarrow road runs parallelto the marshwith variouspull-ins alongthe way makingbirding easy As
we made our way from stop to stop, we were blown away by the sheernumber and variety of birds.
We quicklyboostedour trip list with our first sightingsof CommonBuzzard Serin Northern Shoveler
Pintail, EurasianTeal Mallard, Greenshank Green Sandpiper Marsh Sandpiper Wood Sandpiper
SpottedRedshankBlackwinged Stilt, Little RingedPlover, Ruff, Spoonbilland GreatWhite Egret

We alsoenjoyedrepeat sightingsof GarganeyCoot, Little Grebe,Spurwinged Plover,CommonSnipe,
GreyHeron, Little Egret,Cattle Egret, White Wagtail, Yellow (Greyheaded) Wagtail, Zitting Cisticola,
GreenfinchRedthroated Pipit, Water Pipit, GreatSpottedCuckoocand Redrumped Swallow

At 10am we continuedtowards Akrotiri Beach(N 34 38 06, E 32 54 48) wherethe W D NJt @ ShéldQ
Blackeared Wheatear (plus Cyprus,lsabellineand Northern Wheatear), Tawny Pipit and Greater
Shorttoed Lark Seaandshorelinewere both quiet apartfrom aflock of ¢.500 Garganeyffshore

We took the cobbled beachtrack used by the local fishermenuntil we reachedan area of scruh

Scanninghe busheswe drew a blank on MaskedShrike,w dzLJLJ®/érlile€xid OrpheanWarbler, all

seenhere well on our trip at the sametime last year We continuedalongthe beachsidetrack until it

met the WesertAreaQdN 34 37 14, E32 55 50). Herethe landscapechangedagainto a largeflat sandy
plain, bankedby sanddunes Therewas water in a few small pools and these attracted Little Stint,

KentishPlover, Little RingedPlover,Little Grebeanda solitaryBlackneckedGrebe

Thestar bird herethroughwasa BimaculatedLark normallya residentof the Middle Eastfrom Turkey
to Afghanistanand a very rare vagrantto western Europe Unbelievablywe had the samespeciesn

the sameplace last year! We continued through the W5 S 8 NBRhd®mergedat Agios Georgios
Church(N 34 36 12, E32 56 24). A walkthroughthe surroundingbusheseventuallyproducedour first

MaskedShrikeandh NIi 2 BuntingXandamazinglyX our 10" CaspiarStonechain 2 days!

We rejoinedthe mainroad anddrove pastLimassolLake(N 34 36 12, E3257 18), whichis technically
in the United Kingdom!Herewe could see Greater Flamingofeedingin the distance We drove round

to The Holy Monastery of The Cats(N 34 3557, E32 59 12) and sharedour lunch with someof the

residents A short walk from the car park to ‘BishopsPoo)aka DespotikiLake)producedour first

FerruginousDuck Purple Heron and Blackcrowned Night Heron. We returned to the car park and
followed the road round LimassoLaketo [ |- R [&il@ Beach(N 34 38 00, E33 00 19). Herewe picked
up GreaterSandPlover, Dunlin, Little Stint, KentishPloverand Ruft

Nextstop wasthe sewagepoolsnearthe M1 motorway (N 34 39 14, E32 56 14). A WoodchatShrike
greeteduson arrival Thepoolsheld Little Crake Little Grebe,Grey Wagtailand CommonSandpiper
We alsowatcheda spectaculaaerialfeedingdisplayof Alpine Swift, BarnSwallowand SandMartin.

At 4.30pm we returned to Akrotiti Marsh where we beganthe day New birds in were Blacktailed
Godwit and Citrine Wagtail. Asthe sunbeganto set, and the mozziesbeganto bite, we returned to
our hotelin PissouriAfter 2 daysour trip list hadnow grownto a verycredible#117 species
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Wood Sandpiper
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Purple Heron
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Greater Sand Plover
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