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Friday 2nd May 2025: Travel to San Martin del Pimpollar

This was our second Bargain Birding Club mini-break to The Gredos Mountains in 
Spain. This time we extended our trip with a couple of days in Extremadura to afford 
us the opportunity to also explore Monfrague National Park and the Plains of Trujillo. 

Day 1 felt like an episode of ΨwŀŎŜ Across the ²ƻǊƭŘΩ as a series of events conspired 
against us to test our patience, perseverance and ability to adapt and stay positive. It 
started well with the alarm set for 2am and the first guest picked up at 3am. On route 
to collect the rest of the group, I missed the motorway exit (too busy chatting) and had 
to embark on a 30-minute detour to pick them up. All onboard, my car suddenly 
decided to go into ΨŜƴƎƛƴŜ-management ƳƻŘŜΩ and refused to go over 40mph. I made 
the quick decision to push on (despite the red engine light) and we eventually arrived 
at Gatwick airport 45 minutes behind schedule. 

We went straight to bag drop but the terminals had closed 5 minutes earlier. Having 
consulted with an EasyJet representative, our only option was to go straight to security 
with all our luggage and accept the fact that we would have to pay excess baggage 
fees. A small price to pay if it meant we still got the flight. However, a Gatwick official 
at security informed us that one suitcase was too big to be scanned and now the only 
option was to buy a smaller bag, stuff it with essentials and ditch the rest. So, we did.

Remaining optimistic, we were ushered through different lanes of security and so our 
group got split up. With instructions to literally run to the gate, I thought I was last 
through and legged it to the gate. It turned out I was the first to the gate, quickly 
followed by Nigel, but the ladies were nowhere to be seen. A quick phone call and they 
were on their way. However, the gate despatcher said we had to board now, or we 
would not be allowed on the plane. Despite our pleas, the gate closed and 2 minutes 
later the ladies arrived. It ǿŀǎƴΩǘ meant to be. Our only option now was to pay a £440 
surcharge and transfer to a later flight the same day. Our luck was in, and we bagged 
the last 4 seats on the 5.30pm flight to Madrid. It was now 6am, so it meant spending 
almost 12 hours kicking our heels in the airport, but at least the trip was still on. We 
found a table with comfy seats in the Wetherspoons Pub and spent the day eating, 
drinking lots of coffee (free refills) and completing quizzes to while away the time. A 
phone call to our hire car company in Madrid to let them know our revised pick-up 
time resulted in mind-blowing £700 surcharge fee. [ŜǘΩǎ hope my insurance covers this.

We boarded our flight and arrived at Madrid at 9.30pm. Border control, bag collection 
and hire car pick up all went smoothly. We arrived at San Martin del Pimpollar at 
midnight, met by our host and guide Juan Sánchez. Straight to bed, tired but relieved.
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Saturday 3rd May 2025: Private Hides & Gredos Mountains

After yesterdays delay, half the group were keen to make up for lost birding time with a 
pre-breakfast walk around the village of San Martin. This proved productive with our 
first sightings of White Stork, Black Kite, Black Redstart, Hoopoe, Red-rumped 
Swallow, Barn Swallow, Crag Martin, House Martin, Alpine Swift, Common Swift, 
Rock Sparrow, House Sparrow, Tree Sparrow, Spotless Starling, Common Magpie, 
White Wagtail, Great Tit, Blue Tit, Greenfinch and Wren. Down by the river, we also 
heard our first of many singing Nightingale, and a Common Cuckoo called but 
remained hidden. Other birds noted were Mallard, Feral Pigeon and Collared Dove.

We regrouped for breakfast at 8am and discussed our plans for the day. Juan has two 
private bird hides, so we split the group with Carol and Pam in one, and Nigel and 
myself in the other. Our guide puts out fresh bait (chicken carcasses, peanuts and bird 
seed) twice a week to supplement the wild birds without them becoming over-
dependent on it. With fresh food put out this morning, it was a case of sitting quietly 
and waiting to see what turned up.

Carol and Pam were in the Raptor Hide and had wonderful views of male and female 
Golden Eagle coming down to feed, having to chase off an Iberian Fox to protect their 
meal in the process. Other birds seen included Griffon Vulture, Black Kite, Red Kite, 
Woodlark, Dartford Warbler and Ortolan Bunting.

Meanwhile, Nigel and myself took the first shift in the Woodland Hide and had views 
of Great Spotted Woodpecker, Nuthatch, Hoopoe, Black Vulture, Griffon Vulture, 
Sparrowhawk, Booted Eagle, Black Kite, Red Kite, Northern Wheatear, Western 
.ƻƴŜƭƭƛΩǎ Warbler, Blackcap, Goldfinch, Chaffinch, Long-tailed Tit, Iberian Stonechat, 
Blackbird, Robin, Linnet, Common Whitethroat, Raven, Common Magpie and Carrion 
Crow. We also added Golden Oriole and Iberian Green Woodpecker to our heard list.

We regrouped again at 1pm to collect our picnic lunch, then drove to the car park at 
Plataforma de Gredos. As we arrived the rain began to fall, heavy at first, so we 
sheltered in the refuge to eat lunch. After half an hour the rain stopped, and we set off 
up the steep incline. In places, the rocky path resembled a mountain stream as a 
combination of rainwater and snow melt rushed down the valley. During our walk we 
added Blue Rock Thrush, Common Rock Thrush, Rock Bunting, Rock Dove, Water 
Pipit, Bluethroat, Dunnock, Skylark and Spanish Yellow Wagtail to our trip list. We 
also enjoyed repeat sightings of Griffon Vulture, Black Vulture, Raven, Ortolan Bunting, 
Northern Wheatear and Black Redstart. As we retraced our route back to the car park, 
we came across a herd of Iberian Ibex, an endemic wild mountain goat.
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Black Redstart (female)

Black Redstart (male)
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Hoopoe

Barn Swallow
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Black Vulture
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Booted Eagle

Griffon Vulture
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Nuthatch
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Great Spotted Woodpecker
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Rock Sparrow

Common Rock Thrush
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Gredos Mountains
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Bluethroat

Rock Bunting



www.bargainbirdingclub.com

Iberian Ibex
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Iberian Ibex

Hoopoe



www.bargainbirdingclub.com

Spanish Yellow Wagtail

Northern Wheatear
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Green-winged Orchid
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Spring Squill
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At 5pm we drove back down the valley to the Hoyo del Espino showground. A brief 
walk here produced Serin, Coal Tit, Northern Wheatear and Chaffinch, and we also 
heard a Firecrest.

We stopped for a quick coffee and comfort stop in the village of Navarredonda then 
continued to the nearby pine forest where we picked up a surprise Pied Flycatcher ς 
normally associated with deciduous woodland. Other birds noted here were Robin, 
Coal Tit, Long-tailed Tit, Chaffinch and Great Spotted Woodpecker, with Song Thrush, 
Mistle Thrush and Short-toed Treecreeper added to our heard list.

At 7pm with the light fading fast, we returned to our accommodation in San Martin 
and enjoyed a simple but delicious 3-course home-cooked meal consisting of onion 
soup,  pork and chips, and curd or ice-cream, all prepared by WǳŀƴΩǎ wife.

At the end of day 1, our trip list stood at 67 species.

²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ .ƻƴŜƭƭƛΩǎ ²ŀǊōƭŜǊ
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Sunday 4th May 2025: San Martin, El Fresno and Laguna de El Oso

A pre-breakfast walk around the village for most of the group produced our first Dipper, 
Grey Wagtail, Corn Bunting, Melodious Warbler and Common Buzzard. We also had 
repeat views of Hoopoe, Nightingale, Rock Sparrow, Black Redstart and Crag Martin.

We regrouped at 8.30am for breakfast then set off to explore the local farmland and Oak 
woodland at the edge of San Martin village. New birds added to our trip list here were 
Cattle Egret, Woodchat Shrike, /ŜǘǘƛΩǎ Warbler and Common Chiffchaff. We also enjoyed 
repeat views of Booted Eagle, Red Kite, Common Cuckoo, Nightingale, Golden Oriole, 
Pied Flycatcher, Western .ƻƴŜƭƭƛΩǎ Warbler, Grey Wagtail and Tree Sparrow.

At 11am we returned to base to collect our picnic lunches, then set off to nearby Cueva 
del Maragato όΨ/ŀǾŜ of the ¢ƘƛŜŦΩύ to watch a small colony of Griffon Vulture and Crag 
Martin nesting on the cliff by the side of the road.

We then continued to the Rio Adaja river at El Fresno. A short riverside walk after our al-
fresco lunch produced our first European Bee-eater, Common Moorhen, Sand Martin, 
Woodpigeon and Marsh Harrier of this trip.

At 2pm we had a quick coffee and comfort stop at Avila - a World Heritage City 
dominated by its well-preserved medieval city walls. 

We continued on to Laguna de El Oso and parked in the small car park. A short (1.2km) 
walk to the hide produced amazing views of 2 Golden Oriole and Melodious Warbler, 
plus our first sightings of aƻƴǘŀƎǳΩǎ Harrier, Lesser Kestrel, Jackdaw and Reed Warbler.

Avila

https://www.birdingplaces.eu/en/birdingplaces/spain/el-oso

