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Friday2"d May 2025 Travelto SanMartin del Pimpollar

Thiswas our secondBargain Birding Club mini-break to The Gredos Mountains in
Spain Thistime we extendedour trip with a couple of daysin Extremadurato afford
usthe opportunity to alsoexploreMonfragueNational Parkandthe Plainsof Trujillo.

Day 1 felt like an episodeof W w | AorGssthe 2 2 NJash Qeriesof eventsconspired
againstusto test our patience,perseveranceand ability to adaptand stay positive It
started well with the alarmsetfor 2am and the first guestpickedup at 3am. Onroute
to collectthe rest of the group, | missedthe motorway exit (too busychatting)and had
to embark on a 30-minute detour to pick them up. All onboard, my car suddenly
decidedto gointo WS y dmian&dementy 2 R &@refusedto go over 40mph. | made
the quickdecisionto pushon (despitethe red enginelight) and we eventuallyarrived
at Gatwickairport 45 minutesbehindschedule

We went straightto bagdrop but the terminalshad closed5 minutesearlier Having
consultedwith an EasyJetepresentative our only option wasto go straightto security
with all our luggageand acceptthe fact that we would haveto pay excessbaggage
fees A smallpriceto payif it meantwe still got the flight. However,a Gatwickofficial

at securityinformed us that one suitcasewastoo big to be scannedand now the only

option wasto buy a smallerbag,stuff it with essentialsandditch the rest. So,we did.

Remainingoptimistic, we were usheredthrough different lanesof securityand so our
group got split up. With instructionsto literally run to the gate, | thought | was last
through and leggedit to the gate It turned out | was the first to the gate, quickly
followed by Nigel,but the ladieswere nowhereto be seen A quickphonecallandthey
were on their way. However,the gate despatchersaid we had to board now, or we
would not be allowedon the plane Despiteour pleas,the gate closedand 2 minutes
later the ladiesarrived It | & ghigaitto be. Ouronly option now wasto pay a £440
surchargeand transferto a later flight the sameday. Our luckwasin, and we bagged
the last4 seatson the 5.30pm flight to Madrid. It wasnow 6am, so it meantspending
almost 12 hourskickingour heelsin the airport, but at leastthe trip wasstill on. We
found a table with comfy seatsin the WetherspoonsPub and spentthe day eating,
drinking lots of coffee (free refills) and completingquizzesto while awaythe time. A
phone call to our hire car companyin Madrid to let them know our revisedpick-up
time resultedin mind-blowing£700 surchargdee. [ S hapémy insurancecoversthis.

We boardedour flight and arrived at Madrid at 9.30pm. Bordercontrol, bagcollection
and hire car pick up all went smoothly We arrived at SanMartin del Pimpollar at
midnight, met by our hostandguide JuanSanchezStraightto bed, tired but relieved
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Saturday3™ May 2025 Private Hides& GredosMountains

After yesterdaydelay half the groupwere keento makeup for lost birdingtime with a
pre-breakfastwalk aroundthe villageof SanMartin. Thisproved productivewith our
first sightings of White Stork, Black Kite, Black Redstar{ Hoopog Redrumped
Swallow, Barn Swallow, CragMartin, House Martin, Alpine Swift, Common Swift,
Rock Sparrow, House Sparrow, Tree Sparrow, SpotlessStarling Common Magpie,
White Wagtail, Great Tit, Blue Tit, Greenfinchand Wren. Down by the river, we also
heard our first of many singing Nightingale and a Common Cuckoo called but
remainedhidden Otherbirdsnoted were Mallard, FeralPigeonand CollaredDove

We regroupedfor breakfastat 8am and discussedur plansfor the day Juanhastwo
private bird hides, so we split the group with Caroland Pamin one, and Nigel and
myselfin the other. Our guide puts out fresh bait (chickencarcassespeanutsand bird
seed) twice a week to supplementthe wild birds without them becoming over-
dependenton it. With freshfood put out this morning, it wasa caseof sitting quietly
andwaitingto seewhat turned up.

Caroland Pamwere in the Raptor Hide and had wonderful views of male and female
GoldenEaglecomingdown to feed, havingto chaseoff an Iberian Foxto protect their
meal in the process Other birds seenincluded Griffon Vulture, BlackKite, Red Kite,
Woodlark, Dartford Warblerand Ortolan Bunting

Meanwhile,Nigeland myselftook the first shift in the \Woodland Hide and had views
of Great Spotted Woodpeckey Nuthatch, Hoopoe, Black Vulture, Griffon Vulture,
Sparrowhawk Booted Eagle Black Kite, Red Kite, Northern Wheatear, Western
. 2 Yy S\WwdrbleQBlackcap Goldfinch Chaffinch Longtailed Tit, Iberian Stonechat
Blackbird Robin Linnet, CommonWhitethroat, Raver; CommonMagpieand Carrion
Crow. We alsoaddedGoldenOriole andIberian GreenWoodpeckerto our heardlist.

We regroupedagainat 1pm to collectour picniclunch,then droveto the car park at
Plataforma de Gredos As we arrived the rain beganto fall, heavy at first, so we
shelteredin the refugeto eatlunch After half an hour the rain stopped, andwe set off
up the steep incline In places,the rocky path resembleda mountain stream as a
combinationof rainwater and snow melt rusheddown the valley Duringour walk we
added Blue Rock Thrush Common Rock Thrush Rock Bunting, Rock Dove, Water
Pipit, Bluethroat, Dunnock, Skylarkand SpanishYellow Wagtail to our trip list. We
alsoenjoyedrepeatsightingsof Griffon Vulture, BlackVulture, Raven OrtolanBunting,
NorthernWheatearand BlackRedstart Aswe retracedour route backto the car park,
we cameacrossa herd of IberianIbex, anendemicwild mountaingoat
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Hoopoe
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Barn Swallow




BlackVulture
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Booted Eagle

Griffon Vulture
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Nuthatch

S
o)
Q
o
=
3
o)
E=
S
=
e
§=
®
o
| =
©
<




Great Spotted Woodpecker
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Rock Sparrow

Common Rock Thrush
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Iberian-Ibex
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Spanish Yellow Wagtail
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Greenwinged Orchia
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Spring Squill

www.bargainbirdingclub.com




At 5pm we drove backdown the valleyto the Hoyo del Espinoshowground A brief
walk here produced Serin CoalTit, Northern Wheatearand Chaffinch,and we also
hearda Firecrest

We stoppedfor a quick coffee and comfort stop in the villageof Navarredondathen
continuedto the nearbypine forest where we pickedup a surprisePied Flycatcherg
normally associatedwith deciduouswoodland Other birds noted here were Robin,
CoalTit, Longtailed Tit, Chaffinchand GreatSpottedWoodpeckerwith SongThrush
Mistle Thrushand Shorttoed Treecreepeiaddedto our heardlist.

At 7pm with the light fading fast, we returned to our accommodationn SanMartin
and enjoyeda simple but delicious3-coursehome-cookedmeal consistingof onion
soup, porkandchips,andcurdor ice-cream,all preparedby Wdzl- wif€ a

Atthe endof day1, our trip list stoodat 67 species
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Sundayd®™ May 2025 SanMartin, EIFresnoand Lagunade EIOso

A pre-breakfastwalk aroundthe villagefor most of the group producedour first Dipper,
Grey Wagtail, Corn Bunting, Melodious Warbler and CommonBuzzard We also had
repeatviewsof Hoopoe Nightingale RockSparrowBlackRedstartand CragMartin.

We regroupedat 8.30am for breakfastthen set off to explorethe localfarmlandand Oak
woodlandat the edgeof SanMartin village New birds addedto our trip list here were
Cattle Egret WoodchatShrikeg / S (i \ivdrb@Band CommonChiffchaff We alsoenjoyed
repeat views of Booted Eagle,RedKite, CommonCuckoo,Nightingale,GoldenOriole
PiedFlycatcherWestern. 2 y SWafbler@#éeyWagtailand TreeSparrow

At 11am we returned to baseto collectour picniclunches,then set off to nearbyCueva
del Maragato 6 W/ of B&¢ K A ® Tvadoh a small colony of Griffon Vulture and Crag
Martin nestingon the cliff by the sideof the road.

We then continuedto the RioAdajariver at El Fresnao A shortriversidewalk after our al-
frescolunch producedour first EuropeanBeeeater, CommonMoorhen, SandMartin,
Woodpigeonand MarshHarrier of this trip.

At 2pm we had a quick coffee and comfort stop at Avila - a World Heritage City
dominatedby its well-preservedmedievalcity walls

We continuedon to Lagunade ElOsoand parkedin the smallcar park A short (1.2km)
walk to the hide producedamazingviews of 2 GoldenOriole and Melodious Warblet
plusour first sightingsof a 2 y (0 | Hadiz, &esseiKestre| Jackdawand ReedWarbler.
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https://www.birdingplaces.eu/en/birdingplaces/spain/el-oso

