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Winter Weekender in East Anglia
7/ -9 February 2025

Highlights:CommonCrane, Shoreared Owl, Barn Owl, Red Kite, Hen Harrier, Marsh Ha8parrowhawk,
Whooper{ ¢ | Y . S g A O |-foated Gabde \BarnaéleBobss, Binkfooted Goose, Goosander,
Goldeneye, Pintail, Wigeon, Slavonian Gréblaucougsull, Great White Egret, Cattle Egret, Avocet,
Kingfisher, NuthatciHawfinch, Bullfinch, BramblinyellowhammerMarsh Tit Fieldfareandothers.
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7t February 2025: Abberton Reservoir, Minsmere and Great Yarmouth

EastAngliais a great wildlife destinationall year round, but Winter is extra special
¢ K S NappOréunities for a W2 AGosse/ K I #HS@X0dzy WOX ¢ D&W2AIR S
2 | (i (cenBirdsof preyandthe chanceof ararity or two.

We left our pick-up point in Kentat 6am and drove 2 hoursto Abberton Reservoirin
EssexlIn the fields approachingthe reservoirwe saw large groupsof Mute Swan a
pair of Cattle Egret and 7 White-fronted Geeserestingunder a tree with a flock of
Greylag Geese Other commoner birds noted were Magpie, Rook Carrion Crow,
JackdawCommonStarling Blackbird CollaredDove Woodpigeonand FeralPigeon

From Willow ScreenViewpoint we picked up Marsh Harrier, Kestrel Cormorant
Great White Egret Grey Heron CanadaGoose, Goosandey Goldeneye Pintail,
Gadwall Teal Mallard, Moorhen, Lapwing Great Blackbacked Gull, Herring Gull,
BlackheadedGulland PiedWagtalil.

We parkedon the Layerde la Haye Causewayand bracedthe icy-cold wind to peer
over the damwall. Our efforts were rewardedwith goodviewsof the over-wintering
SlavonianGrebg at least 18 Goosanderplus Great Crested Grebg Coot, Wigeon,
Tufted Duck CommonRedshankand Blacktailed Godwit.

We then drove round to the Layer Breton Causewayand added Egyptian Goose
Shelduck Shovelerand Great Spotted Woodpeckerto our day list. Sadly,no signof
the over-wintering Smew CanvasbackRingneckedDuckor Redcrested Pochardso
we poppedinto the EsseXVildlife TrustVisitor Centrefor awelcominghot drink.

Onceg S @& medup, we venturedbackoutsideon to the reserveitself Thefeeders
were full and busy with visiting Blue Tit, Great Tit, Robin, Dunnock Chaffinch
Goldfinch and Pheasant A Grey Squirrel claimedthe peanut feeder all to himself
A short walk to Hide Bay Hide added Longtailed Tit, LesserBlackbacked Gull and
Little Egretto our daylist.

At 11.30amwe left Abbertonand headedto RSPBViinsmere on the Suffolkcoast On
route we boostedour raptor list with CommonBuzzard Sparrowhawkand RedKite.
After lunchin the visitor centre, we bravedthe cold onceagainand completedthe 2
mile ¥/ 2 ¢ Mlivki€h@ok in views over the angry seaand the scrapes We had
goodviewsof 4. S g A Swarfaad 4 sleepingWhooper Swanfrom EastHide, plus
distantviewsof Avocet Dunlinand CommonGuill.
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Avery brief seawatch only produceda few HerringGullsstrugglingagainstthe wind.
WalkingbetweenEastHideand The SluiceaddedKingfisher Stonechatand Meadow
Pipit to our day list. Newsbroke via a volunteerW 3 dih &SA Rh&t@ GlaucousGull
hadbeenspottedon the SouthLevelgust beyondthe SluiceGate,soll K |- wiheeive
headednext Luckilyfor us,anotherbirder wasalreadyon site and had his scopeset
up on the very distant GlaucousGull, which towered over the more numerous
CommonGull and Blackheaded Gull After W (i A Ooff ihig Bu@ winter visitor, we
watchedan equallydistantflock of BarnacleGeesdly in anddisappearin the reeds

Barnacle Geese

i,

We returnedto the maintrail and completedthe lastleg backto the visitor centrevia
SouthHidewhichaddedCurlewto our daylist. Aswe walkedthroughthe woods,we
cameacrossa smallherd of RedDeerdoes,andtwo Muntjac Deer,

We arrivedbackat the visitor centrejust beforeit closedat 4pm. With the light fading
fast, we took a short drive to nearbyDunwich Heath and could seethat the heather
wasstartingto recoverafter two successivgearsof drought No time todayto check
for Dartford Warbler or Woodlark,so we continued up the coastroad crossingthe
county border into Norfolk We endedthe day watchinga Starlingmurmuration by
the pier onthe seafront at GreatYarmouth

Atthe endof day 1, we hadnoted 67 birds and 3 mammalsg happywith that!
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8 February 2025: A day birding around The Broads.

After aslapup full Englishywe beganthe dayat FilbyBroad Fromthe fishingpontoon
we scannedthe expanseof water searchingfor FerruginousDuckbut drew a blank
We did locate 6 Goldeneye plus numerousTufted Duck,Gadwall,Pochard,Mallard,
Great CrestedGrebe,Cootand Mute Swan In the distance a harrier appearedand
flew the full length of the broad Againstthe morningskyit wasjust a silhouette but
throughthe binswe could makeout it wasa magnificentmale HenHarrierandhada
full crop. It disappearedverthe tree line X what a greatstart to the day.

Returningto the car park, we spotted a GreatWhite Egretskulkingin the reedsand a
GreyHeronflew overhead A shortwalk throughthe wet woodlandto OrmesbyLittle
BroadproducedRobin,Blackbird ChaffinchLongtrailed Tit, GreatTitandBlueTit.

We continuedcrosscountry andnoticeda hugeflock of StockDoveand Woodpigeon
Whenthey landedin a ploughedfield, we diverted down a countrylane to investigate
further. Thereliterally musthavebeenoverone thousandbirds X what a sight!

Sathawuidedusinto ReppsLane,Ashbyaswe madeour way backto the mainroad.
What a stroke of luckthat turned out to be aswe camefaceto facewith aflock of 22
CommonCranefeedingon discardedmaizecobs We stayedin the vehicleto ensure
we R A Rfishthhiem andwatchedfor 10 minutesasthey patrolled acrossthe field.
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NextstopwasSt . Sy hb@y@Aswe drove up the entrancetrack we could see10
Cattle Egretfeedingamongstthe blackBulls,and a Shorteared Owl was quartering
the reed-ined ditches Bythe time ¢ S Qdtkedthe owl had disappearedAn obliging
CommonGull perchedon a post for a spontaneoudD lesson In the groundsof the
abbey,we sawLinnetand Wren, anda Skylarksanghighabovea blanketof cloud

We drove the country lanes around Stalham searchingfor wild swansbut drew a
blank Our efforts were rewarded at Sea Palling where we came across7 more
CommonCraneand a distant flock of Pink-footed Geese With the time approaching
midday,we celebrateda greatmorningwith lunchat 5 dzy” Saféin \Waxham

After lunchwe opted for a seawatch from the dunes Theseawasmuchcalmerthan
yesterdaybut a bank of fog off-shore limited visibility. We picked out three distant
Redthroated Diver flying north, anda Grey Sealhunting betweenthe breakers With
no waderson the shoreline (lots of dog walkerson the beach)we returned to the
vehicleand headedfor StubbMill at Hickling,addingHouseSparrowon the way.

We made our way to the viewpoint over-looking. NI y RMlagslovihere several
Marsh Harrierwere out hunting. We alsonoted GreatWhite Egret,Little Egret,Grey
Heron, Wigeon, Tealand Gadwall A mixed flock of Pied Wagtail and Linnetlanded
nearby We scannedthem hopingfor a rogue Water Pipit but drew a blank From the
raptor viewpointitself we pickedup a Sparrowhawlpassinghroughat highspeed

At 3pm, a large RSPRyroup from Londonarrived hopingto see CommonCrane As
g S Qlready had amazingviews of 29 CommonCranetoday, we opted instead to
return to the visitor centre,addingRabbitand Brown Ratto our mammallist on the
way. We checkedout the car park feedersand added CoalTit to our bird list. | also
manageda brief glimpseof Bramblingwhilst the rest of the group usedthe facilities
A confidingMuntjac Deerposedfor photosin the visitor centregarden

We ended the day with a visit to BuckenhamMarsh near Strumpshaw We drove
down to the viewpoint and scannedthe marsh Thousandsof Wigeon, Teal and
Lapwinghad gathered Overhead,Blackheadedand Herring Gulls streamedacross
the skyand GreylagGeeseand a pair of Pinkfooted Geeseflew off into the distance

Marsh Harrier were hunting but the highlightwasa Barn Owl quarteringthe marsh

The light was fading fast and photos proved difficult, so we enjoyedthe spectacle
throughour bins Thecorvidroostheldaround100Jackdawsnd CarrionCrows

At 5pm it wastoo darkto seesowe calledan endto the dayandheadedto our hotel
in Thetford After 2 days,our trip list wasnow sitting on 81 birdsand6 mammals

www.bargainbirdingclub.com



www.bargainbirdingclub.com



Cattle Egret
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Muntjac Deer



