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Winter Weekender in East Anglia
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Highlights: Common Crane, Short-eared Owl, Barn Owl, Red Kite, Hen Harrier, Marsh Harrier, Sparrowhawk, 
Whooper {ǿŀƴΣ .ŜǿƛŎƪΩǎ {ǿŀƴΣ ²ƘƛǘŜ-fronted Goose, Barnacle Goose, Pink-footed Goose, Goosander, 
Goldeneye, Pintail, Wigeon, Slavonian Grebe, Glaucous Gull, Great White Egret, Cattle Egret, Avocet, 
Kingfisher, Nuthatch, Hawfinch, Bullfinch, Brambling, Yellowhammer, Marsh Tit, Fieldfare and others.
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7th February 2025: Abberton Reservoir, Minsmere and Great Yarmouth

East Anglia is a great wildlife destination all year round, but Winter is extra special. 
¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ opportunities for a Ψ²ƛƭŘ Goose /ƘŀǎŜΩΣ Ψ5ǳŎƪ IǳƴǘΩΣ ΨCƛƴŎƘ CŜǎǘΩΣ Ψ²ŀŘŜǊ 
²ŀǘŎƘΩΣ iconic birds of prey and the chance of a rarity or two.

We left our pick-up point in Kent at 6am and drove 2 hours to Abberton Reservoir in 
Essex. In the fields approaching the reservoir we saw large groups of Mute Swan, a 
pair of Cattle Egret, and 7 White-fronted Geese resting under a tree with a flock of 
Greylag Geese. Other commoner birds noted were Magpie, Rook, Carrion Crow, 
Jackdaw, Common Starling, Blackbird, Collared Dove, Woodpigeon and Feral Pigeon.

From Willow Screen Viewpoint we picked up Marsh Harrier, Kestrel, Cormorant, 
Great White Egret, Grey Heron, Canada Goose, Goosander, Goldeneye, Pintail, 
Gadwall, Teal, Mallard, Moorhen, Lapwing, Great Black-backed Gull, Herring Gull, 
Black-headed Gull and Pied Wagtail. 

We parked on the Layer de la Haye Causeway and braced the icy-cold wind to peer 
over the dam wall. Our efforts were rewarded with good views of the over-wintering 
Slavonian Grebe, at least 18 Goosander, plus Great Crested Grebe, Coot, Wigeon, 
Tufted Duck, Common Redshank and Black-tailed Godwit.

We then drove round to the Layer Breton Causeway and added Egyptian Goose, 
Shelduck, Shoveler and Great Spotted Woodpecker to our day list. Sadly, no sign of 
the over-wintering Smew, Canvasback, Ring-necked Duck or Red-crested Pochard so 
we popped into the Essex Wildlife Trust Visitor Centre for a welcoming hot drink.

Once ǿŜΩŘ warmed up, we ventured back outside on to the reserve itself. The feeders 
were full and busy with visiting Blue Tit, Great Tit, Robin, Dunnock, Chaffinch, 
Goldfinch and Pheasant. A Grey Squirrel claimed the peanut feeder all to himself. 
A short walk to Hide Bay Hide added Long-tailed Tit, Lesser Black-backed Gull and 
Little Egret to our day list.

At 11.30am we left Abberton and headed to RSPB Minsmere on the Suffolk coast. On 
route we boosted our raptor list with Common Buzzard, Sparrowhawk and Red Kite. 
After lunch in the visitor centre, we braved the cold once again and completed the 2 
mile Ψ/ƻŀǎǘ ¢ǊŀƛƭΩ which took in views over the angry sea and the scrapes. We had 
good views of 4 .ŜǿƛŎƪΩǎ Swan and 4 sleeping Whooper Swan from East Hide, plus 
distant views of Avocet, Dunlin and Common Gull.
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White-fronted Geese

Slavonian Grebe
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Goosander (female)

Goosander (male)
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Goldeneye

Black-tailed Godwit
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.ŜǿƛŎƪΩǎ {ǿŀƴ
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Pintail
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Robin

Blue Tit Muntjac



www.bargainbirdingclub.com

Red Deer

Konik Pony
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A very brief sea-watch only produced a few Herring Gulls struggling against the wind. 
Walking between East Hide and The Sluice added Kingfisher, Stonechat and Meadow 
Pipit to our day list. News broke via a volunteer ΨƎǳƛŘŜ in a ƘƛŘŜΩ that a Glaucous Gull 
had been spotted on the South Levels just beyond the Sluice Gate, so ǘƘŀǘΩǎ where we 
headed next.  Luckily for us, another birder was already on site and had his scope set 
up on the very distant Glaucous Gull, which towered over the more numerous 
Common Gull and Black-headed Gull. After ΨǘƛŎƪƛƴƎΩ off this rare winter visitor, we 
watched an equally distant flock of Barnacle Geese fly in and disappear in the reeds.

We returned to the main trail and completed the last leg back to the visitor centre via 
South Hide which added Curlew to our day list. As we walked through the woods, we 
came across a small herd of Red Deer does, and two Muntjac Deer.

We arrived back at the visitor centre just before it closed at 4pm. With the light fading 
fast, we took a short drive to nearby Dunwich Heath and could see that the heather 
was starting to recover after two successive years of drought. No time today to check 
for Dartford Warbler or Woodlark, so we continued up the coast road crossing the 
county border into Norfolk. We ended the day watching a Starling murmuration by 
the pier on the sea front at Great Yarmouth.

At the end of day 1, we had noted 67 birds and 3 mammals ς happy with that!

Barnacle Geese
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8th February 2025: A day birding around The Broads.

After a slap-up full English, we began the day at Filby Broad. From the fishing pontoon 
we scanned the expanse of water searching for Ferruginous Duck but drew a blank. 
We did locate 6 Goldeneye, plus numerous Tufted Duck, Gadwall, Pochard, Mallard, 
Great Crested Grebe, Coot and Mute Swan. In the distance, a harrier appeared and 
flew the full length of the broad. Against the morning sky it was just a silhouette but 
through the bins we could make out it was a magnificent male Hen Harrier and had a 
full crop. It disappeared over the tree line Χ what a great start to the day. 

Returning to the car park, we spotted a Great White Egret skulking in the reeds and a 
Grey Heron flew overhead. A short walk through the wet woodland to Ormesby Little 
Broad produced Robin, Blackbird, Chaffinch, Long-trailed Tit, Great Tit and Blue Tit.

We continued cross-country and noticed a huge flock of Stock Dove and Woodpigeon. 
When they landed in a ploughed field, we diverted down a country lane to investigate 
further. There literally must have been over one thousand birds Χ what a sight! 

Satnav guided us into Repps Lane, Ashby as we made our way back to the main road. 
What a stroke of luck that turned out to be as we came face to face with a flock of 22 
Common Crane feeding on discarded maize cobs. We stayed in the vehicle to ensure 
we ŘƛŘƴΩǘ flush them and watched for 10 minutes as they patrolled across the field.

Woodpigeon & Stock Dove
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Common Crane
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Next stop was St. .ŜƴŜǘΩǎ Abbey. As we drove up the entrance track we could see 10 
Cattle Egret feeding amongst the black Bulls, and a Short-eared Owl was quartering 
the reed-lined ditches. By the time ǿŜΩŘ parked the owl had disappeared. An obliging 
Common Gull perched on a post for a spontaneous ID lesson. In the grounds of the 
abbey, we saw Linnet and Wren, and a Skylark sang high above a blanket of cloud.

We drove the country lanes around Stalham searching for wild swans but drew a 
blank. Our efforts were rewarded at Sea Palling where we came across 7 more 
Common Crane and a distant flock of Pink-footed Geese. With the time approaching 
midday, we celebrated a great morning with lunch at 5ǳƴŜΩǎ Café in Waxham.

After lunch we opted for a sea-watch from the dunes. The sea was much calmer than 
yesterday but a bank of fog off-shore limited visibility. We picked out three distant 
Red-throated Diver flying north, and a Grey Seal hunting between the breakers. With 
no waders on the shoreline (lots of dog walkers on the beach) we returned to the 
vehicle and headed for Stubb Mill  at Hickling, adding House Sparrow on the way.

We made our way to the viewpoint over-looking .ǊŜƴŘŀƴΩǎ Marsh where several 
Marsh Harrier were out hunting. We also noted Great White Egret, Little Egret, Grey 
Heron, Wigeon, Teal and Gadwall. A mixed flock of Pied Wagtail and Linnet landed 
nearby. We scanned them hoping for a rogue Water Pipit but drew a blank. From the 
raptor viewpoint itself we picked up a Sparrowhawk passing through at high speed. 

At 3pm, a large RSPB group from London arrived hoping to see Common Crane. As 
ǿŜΩŘ already had amazing views of 29 Common Crane today, we opted instead to 
return to the visitor centre, adding Rabbit and Brown Rat to our mammal list on the 
way. We checked out the car park feeders and added Coal Tit to our bird list. I also 
managed a brief glimpse of Brambling whilst the rest of the group used the facilities. 
A confiding Muntjac Deer posed for photos in the visitor centre garden.

We ended the day with a visit to Buckenham Marsh near Strumpshaw. We drove 
down to the viewpoint and scanned the marsh. Thousands of Wigeon, Teal and 
Lapwing had gathered. Overhead, Black-headed and Herring Gulls streamed across 
the sky and Greylag Geese and a pair of Pink-footed Geese flew off into the distance. 
Marsh Harrier were hunting but the highlight was a Barn Owl quartering the marsh. 
The light was fading fast and photos proved difficult, so we enjoyed the spectacle 
through our bins. The corvid roost held around 100 Jackdaws and Carrion Crows. 

At 5pm it was too dark to see so we called an end to the day and headed to our hotel 
in Thetford. After 2 days, our trip list was now sitting on 81 birds and 6 mammals.
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DŀǘŜƘƻǳǎŜ ǘƻ {ǘΦ .ŜƴŜǘΩǎ !ōōŜȅ 
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Cattle Egret

Common Buzzard
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Pheasant

Red-legged Partridge
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Muntjac Deer


