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WWT Slimbridge &orestof Dean
21-23 February 2025

Goshawk, Peregrine, Red Kite, Hawfinch, Bullfinch, Common Crane, Whooper Sw
SgA01Qa {glys .t1 01 {6 ys -fiwda EDse, Dppe?,
Little Stint, Curlew, Avocet, Ruff, Grey Wagtail, Mandarin, Goosander, Pintail, Water |
Raven, Redwing, Mistle Thrush, Song Thrush, Nuthatch, Marsh Tit, Coal Tit and m
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Friday21st February2025 WWT Slimbridgeand Forestof Dean

We left Kentat 6.30am and our 3-hour drive crosscountry to Gloucestershiravent
smoothly We kick-started our list with multiple-sightingsof RedKite (alongthe M4),
Common Buzzard Egyptian Goose Herring Gull, Blackheaded Gull, Woodpigeon
and Carrion Crow. We arrived at WWT Slimbridgejust before 10am and picked up
GreylagGooseand Canadasoosein the fieldson the final approachto the carpark

First stop was Swan Lake which held good numbersof Mute Swan Mallard, Teal
Tufted Duck Coot, Jackdaw Rook Blackheaded Gull and Feral Pigeon From the
Peng Observatorywe had excellentviews of Pochard Pintail, Shelduck Lapwing
CanadaGoose,GreylagGoose,Moorhen, Pied Wagtail and Grey Wagtail. Our first
W& dzNhié daydvesa free-flying BlackSwanfeedingcloseto the window.

We took the path towardsthe estuarystoppingat eachhide on the way. It wasgreat
to see8 CommonCrare and a solitary Whooper Swanhidingamongsta largergroup
of . S g A SwarfX@ther highlightson the marshincludedgood numbersof Curlew,
Ruff, Oystercatchey Dunlin, Golden Plover, Redshank Blacktailed Godwit, Avocet,
Little Egret GreatWhite Egret Shoveler Wigeonand Gadwall

Fromthe feedersat Willow Hide we enjoyedcloseviews of a confiding Water Rail
plus, Robin Blackbird Longtailed Tit, Blue Tit, Great Tit, Chaffinch Goldfinch
DunnockandHouseSparrowon or aroundthe feeders

In Tower Hide, a friendly WWT volunteer ¥ 3 dzh R&EK A Rs&t (p their scopeto

showus a distant Little Stint. Other birds noted includedthe returningw 2 a @oQse
that had bondedwith alargeflock of 100+ BarnacleGeeseWith & (i 2 Y lrunklifg
we retracedour route backto the caféfor a hearty bowl of soup

Suitablynourished,we continued our walk to the southernhidesand saw a distant
flock of White-fronted GeesgplusCormorant Starling Magpieand StockDove

We ended our visit by spendinga pleasanthour in the captive wildfowl collection,
taking time to observeChileanFlamingo,Coscoroba&Swan,Bder, Smew,Goldeneye,
. I NN&aldenaye GreaterScaup LesserScaup RingneckedDuck,ChiloeWigeon,
Hooded Merganser,Bufflehead,GarganeyBlack Brant, BeardedTit, RingedPlover,
RedbreastedMerganserAvocet Blacktailed Godwit, CommonRedshanland Ruft

At 2pm we left Slimbridgeand droveto the Forestof Dean At CannopPondswe had
goodviewsof Nuthatch, Mandarin and CoalTit. In the field nextto SpeeclHousewe
sawaflockof 100+ Redwing At the end of dayone, our trip list satat 63 bird species
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Black Swan

Tufted Duck




Wigeon

Ruff
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ongtailed Tit
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Water Ra

Water Ra
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Chilean Flamingo
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Greater Scaup (male)




Canvasback
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Ringnecked Duck
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Redbreasted Goose

White-fronted Goose
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