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Goshawk, Peregrine, Red Kite, Hawfinch, Bullfinch, Common Crane, Whooper Swan, 
.ŜǿƛŎƪΩǎ {ǿŀƴΣ .ƭŀŎƪ {ǿŀƴΣ wƻǎǎΩǎ DƻƻǎŜΣ .ŀǊƴŀŎƭŜ DƻƻǎŜΣ ²ƘƛǘŜ-fronted Goose, Dipper,               
Little Stint, Curlew, Avocet, Ruff, Grey Wagtail, Mandarin, Goosander, Pintail, Water Rail, 

Raven, Redwing, Mistle Thrush, Song Thrush, Nuthatch, Marsh Tit, Coal Tit and more.
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Friday 21st February 2025: WWT Slimbridge and Forest of Dean

We left Kent at 6.30am and our 3-hour drive cross-country to Gloucestershire went 
smoothly. We kick-started our list with multiple-sightings of Red Kite (along the M4), 
Common Buzzard, Egyptian Goose, Herring Gull, Black-headed Gull, Woodpigeon 
and Carrion Crow. We arrived at WWT Slimbridge just before 10am and picked up 
Greylag Goose and Canada Goose in the fields on the final approach to the car park.

First stop was Swan Lake which held good numbers of Mute Swan, Mallard, Teal, 
Tufted Duck, Coot, Jackdaw, Rook, Black-headed Gull and Feral Pigeon. From the 
Peng Observatory we had excellent views of Pochard, Pintail, Shelduck, Lapwing, 
Canada Goose, Greylag Goose, Moorhen, Pied Wagtail and Grey Wagtail. Our first 
ΨǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜΩ of the day was a free-flying Black Swan feeding close to the window.

We took the path towards the estuary stopping at each hide on the way. It was great 
to see 8 Common Crane and a solitary Whooper Swan hiding amongst a larger group 
of .ŜǿƛŎƪΩǎ Swan. Other highlights on the marsh included good numbers of Curlew, 
Ruff, Oystercatcher, Dunlin, Golden Plover, Redshank, Black-tailed Godwit, Avocet, 
Little Egret, Great White Egret, Shoveler, Wigeon and Gadwall.

From the feeders at Willow Hide we enjoyed close views of a confiding Water Rail 
plus, Robin, Blackbird, Long-tailed Tit, Blue Tit, Great Tit, Chaffinch, Goldfinch, 
Dunnock and House Sparrow on or around the feeders.

In Tower Hide, a friendly WWT volunteer ΨƎǳƛŘŜ in the ƘƛŘŜΩ set up their scope to 
show us a distant Little Stint. Other birds noted included the returning wƻǎǎΩǎ Goose 
that had bonded with a large flock of 100+ Barnacle Geese. With ǎǘƻƳŀŎƘΩǎ rumbling, 
we retraced our route back to the café for a hearty bowl of soup. 

Suitably nourished, we continued our walk to the southern hides and saw a distant 
flock of White-fronted Geese, plus Cormorant, Starling, Magpie and Stock Dove.

We ended our visit by spending a pleasant hour in the captive wildfowl collection, 
taking time to observe Chilean Flamingo, Coscoroba Swan, Eider, Smew, Goldeneye, 
.ŀǊǊƻǿΩǎ Goldeneye, Greater Scaup, Lesser Scaup, Ring-necked Duck, Chiloe Wigeon, 
Hooded Merganser, Bufflehead, Garganey, Black Brant, Bearded Tit, Ringed Plover, 
Red-breasted Merganser, Avocet, Black-tailed Godwit, Common Redshank and Ruff.

At 2pm we left Slimbridge and drove to the Forest of Dean. At Cannop Ponds we had 
good views of Nuthatch, Mandarin and Coal Tit. In the field next to Speech House we 
saw a flock of 100+ Redwing. At the end of day one, our trip list sat at 63 bird species.
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Black Swan

Tufted Duck
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Wigeon

Ruff
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Teal

Gadwall
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Common Crane

.ŜǿƛŎƪΩǎ {ǿŀƴ



www.bargainbirdingclub.com

Barnacle Goose

wƻǎǎΩǎ DƻƻǎŜ
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Little Stint

Long-tailed Tit
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Moorhen

Goldfinch

Chaffinch
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Water Rail

Water Rail
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Chilean Flamingo
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Eider

Smew
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Greater Scaup (male)

Greater Scaup (female)
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Canvasback

White-faced Whistling Duck
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Ring-necked Duck

Black Brant
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Red-breasted Goose

White-fronted Goose


