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Winter Weekender in Norfolk
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Tawny Owl, Barn Owl, Red Kite, Marsh Harrier, Hen Harrier, Whooper Swan, Lesser White-fronted Geese, 
Greater White-fronted Geese, Pink-footed Geese, Eider, Goosander, Smew, Goldeneye, Pintail, Wigeon, 

Black-necked Grebe, Water Rail, Glaucous Gull, Great White Egret, Cattle Egret, Ruff, Golden Plover, Avocet, 
Knot, Kingfisher, Nuthatch, Treecreeper, Hawfinch, Bullfinch, Brambling, Siskin, Marsh Tit and others.
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24th January 2025: Santon Downham, Lakenheath, Lynford & Sculthorpe

Norfolk is a great wildlife destination all year round, but Winter is extra special. 
¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ opportunities for a Ψ²ƛƭŘ Goose /ƘŀǎŜΩΣ Ψ5ǳŎƪ IǳƴǘΩΣ ΨCƛƴŎƘ CŜǎǘΩΣ Ψ²ŀŘŜǊ 
{ǇŜŎǘŀŎƭŜΩΣ iconic birds of prey on the saltmarshes, and the chance of a rarity or two.

We left our pick-up point in Kent at 6am and drove to Santon Downham on the 
Suffolk-Norfolk border. On the way we saw Starling, Rook, Magpie, Carrion Crow, 
Black-headed Gull and Herring Gull. We kick-started our mammal-list with Rabbit.

Despite a heavy (thankfully brief) rain shower, we quickly managed to locate 
Brambling, Siskin, Chaffinch, Goldfinch, Marsh Tit, Coal Tit, Long-tailed Tit, Blue Tit, 
Great Tit, Meadow Pipit, Nuthatch, Great Spotted Woodpecker, Jay, Jackdaw, 
Collared Dove, Woodpigeon, Feral Pigeon, Blackbird, Robin, Wren, Moorhen, Little 
Grebe, Mallard and Cormorant. We also heard a Woodlark calling as it flew overhead 
and the distant ΨǿŀŦŦƭŜΩ of a Green Woodpecker.

Next stop was RSPB Lakenheath. Here the sun came out and we had excellent views 
of Water Rail and Muntjac Deer at the photography station, with a supporting act of 
Reed Bunting, Dunnock, Common Chiffchaff , Long-tailed Tit and Brown Rat.

Overhead we saw a magnificent soaring Marsh Harrier, plus Red Kite, Buzzard, 
Sparrowhawk and Kestrel. A walk to the hide at the New Fen Viewpoint only added  
Stonechat, Greylag Goose, Coot, Gadwall, Teal, Wigeon and Shoveler to our trip list. 
From Washland Viewpoint we added Great White Egret, Grey Heron and Mute Swan. 

At 12 noon we headed for .ǊƻǿƴΩǎ Café at Mundford for lunch, but the café was 
closed due to a private wake. So, we continued to Lynford Arboretum and enjoyed 
lunch al-fresco (yes, I know ƛǘΩǎ January). Suitably refreshed, we walked the short 
distance to ΨThe TunnelΩ and quickly picked up 1 Hawfinch, 3 Brambling and 3 
Redwing. Back at the car park we spotted a Goldcrest skulking in a holly tree.

We ended the day at Sculthorpe Moor. Here new birds seen were Tawny Owl, 
Bullfinch, Greenfinch, Treecreeper, Whooper Swan, Little Egret, Pheasant and Stock 
Dove. We also heard Raven cronking and a Song Thrush singing beautifully from a 
distant tree-top. The woodland feeders were busy with a continuous flow of visiting 
Grey Squirrel, Pheasant, Blue Tit, Great Tit, Coal Tit, Long-tailed Tit and Chaffinch. 

At the end of day 1 we totaled 64 birds and 4 mammals - happy with that.
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Marsh Tit

Great Spotted Woodpecker

Siskin



www.bargainbirdingclub.com

Marsh Harrier
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Water Rail
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Reed Bunting (male)

Dunnock
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Reed Bunting (female)
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Muntjac Deer
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Hawfinch
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Redwing

Brambling
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Tawny  Owl



Bullfinch (female) Bullfinch (male)

Long-tailed Tit
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Nuthatch

Marsh Tit
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Marsh Tit

Coal Tit



Blue Tit
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Great Tit
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Long-tailed Tit


