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COSTA RIGAGRAND WILDLIFE TOUR
12 ¢ 27 November 2024




Introduction

CostaRicais home to more than 500,000 speciesof wildlife (over 300,000 of which
are insects)¢ (0 K | ah @éazing5% of the total known speciesworldwide! This
includes1200+ butterflies, 600+ residentialbirds, 200+ migrant birds, 250 mammals,
150frogsand 120 snakes Over25% of the land massis protected for wildlife, with a
huge variety of habitats includingtropical rainforest, high altitude cloud forest, dry
deciduousforest, mangroveswamps grasslandsind CaribbearSeaand PacificOcean

coastlinesNowonderthen that CostaRicais on mostwildlife-lovers¥ . dzQ \.% i Q

Thiswas our first trip to CostaRica Specialthanksmust go to
Arturo at our Ukbasedbookingagent, for all his support arrangingand confirming
our accommodatiorbookingsandtransfers,in partnershipwith localgroundagentsin
CostaRica Our 2-week itinerary was actionpackedto help us maximiseour time in
the field. Birdswere the mainfocusof our trip, (andwe sawover 300specie$, but we
alsotook time to observeall forms of wildlife in this specialplace Weatherwise,we
were very fortunate and missedthe torrential downpoursand localisedflooding that
had occurredin the weeksimmediatelyprior to our arrival

Our schedulebeganin the capital SanJoseand then followed an anti-clockwiseroute
around central and northern CostaRicawith stops at Turrialba Valley (1 night).
Sarapiqui(2 nights), Tortuguero (2 nights), Arenal (2 nights), CanoNegro (2 nights),
Gulfof Nicoya(1 night), Villa Lapag1 night) and SavegreCloudForest(3 nights)
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Day 1- Tuesday 12 Nov. 2024: Gatwick to San Jose, transfer to Turrialba

Our group of 7 BargainBirders(4 first time visitorsto CostaRica)boardedthe 11am
British Airwaysplane from LondonGatwickand settled down for the 12-hour trans-
Atlantic flight. With a 6-hour time difference,we landedat SanJoseAirport at 5pm
local time. We quickly made our way through passportcontrol, border securityand
baggagecollection without any delay and were greeted by our local ground agent
FeralPigeonand Greattailed Gracklegatheredon the airport roof asthe sunset

Eddiewasour driver for our 4-hour private transferto RanchoNaturalistaLodge We
arrivedjust before 9pm and flusheda CommonPauraquenightjar from the approach
track to the hotel. We checkedin and retired to our rooms for an early night in

preparationfor an earlystartin the morning

Day 2¢ Wednesday 13 Nov. 2024: Turrialba Valley and transfer to Sarapiq

We beganthe daywith a 5.30am alarmcalland gatheredfor coffeeon the observation
deck overlooking the feeders It was a sensory overload as Rufoustailed
Hummingbird Brown Jay Bananaquit [ S & a gBil&ciowned) Motmot, Grey
headed ChachalacaClaycoloured Thrush { ¢ | A y @h2ugh@Qrid Redbilled Pigeon
werethe first birdsto enter our notebooksjust asdawnwasbreaking

We were joined by our guide Fabienneat 6am sharpand barelyhadtime to catchour
breath over the next 60 minutes as we ticked off White-necked Jacobin Crowned
Woodnymph, Greenbreasted Mango, Bluethroated Goldentail Stripe-throated
Hermit and Bronzetailed Plumeleteerhummingbirdsplus SummerTanagey Golden
hooded Tanagert | & & SS¢advlgtriindpéd Tanager Brown-hooded Parrot, Orange
billed Sparrow Blackstriped Sparrow Yellowfaced Grassquit a 2 Y (1 ST dz
Oropendolg Variable Seedeatey Chestnutsided Warbler, Tennessee Warbler,
PhiladelphiaVireo, Melodious Blackbird White-winged Dove SocialFlycatcherand
Greyheaded Kite in quick successionWe also kick-started our mammal list with
CentralAmericanAgouti, Redtailed Squirreland VVariegatedSquirrel

We set off at 7amon awalkinto TurrialbaValley. Everybushandtree wasfull of birds.
Into the notebook went Keelbilled Toucan Collared Aracary Gartered Trogon
SquirrelCuckog 2 A t a Wafldeg White-crowned Parrot, White-collared Manakin,
Ochrebellied Flycatcher Yellow-olive Flycatcher DuskycappedFlycatcher Mistletoe
Flycatcher Tropical Kingbird Tropical Parulg Eastern Wood Peweg Olive-backed
Euphonig Yellowbellied Elaenig Baltimore Oriole, Masked Tityra, Streakheaded
Woodcreeper Grey-headedTanagerBlue-GreyTanagerand BayheadedTanager
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Duskycapped Flycatcher
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We alsoadded4 new W K dzY Y-SNdEv€@yp GardenEmerald Green Thorntail and
Violet Sabrewing all frantically feedingon tropical flowers. Overheadwe had fly-bys
of Yellow-headed Caracara Turkey Vulture, BlackVulture and a Shorttailed Hawk
Blue-and-White Swallowand SouthernRoughwinged Swallowperchedin atree.

We retracedour route backto the hotel for breakfastat 9.30am on the observation
deck,in awewith what we had seensofar.

At 10.30am we regrouped and boarded the minibus down the valley to Payutis
village. Froma smallbridgespanninghe RiverTuisnextto a sugarcanefarm, we had
goodviewsof Torrent Tyranulet Yellowthroated Euphonig Goldenwinged Warbler,
Black Phoebe Palm Tanager Rufouscollared Sparrow and HouseWren. Our guide
alsopickedout a splendidFasciatedligerHeron sitting quietly in a tree.

We moved further down the river valley and stoppedat a secondbridge where an
evenmore impressiveSunbittern wasstood preeningin the shallows ThisisaW Y dz&
a SBrion S ¥ S NRBvEsHIBtQawe were delightedto haveprolongedviews Aswe
watchedthe Sunbittern,we alsonoted GreenHeronand Spotted Sandpiper

At 12.30am with tummiesrumbling,we drovethe short distancebackup the valleyto
the lodgefor dinneron the observationdeckoverlookingthe gardenfeeders

At 2pm we re-groupedfor a guided walk with Fabiennedown the lodge approach
track,throughthe forestandout into a sheepgrazingpasture. Newbirdsaddedwere
White-tipped Dove, CocoaWoodcreeper White-throated Thrush Redthroated Ant
Tanager Crimsonfronted Parakeet Cattle Egret Yellow-crowned Euphonig Black
and-White Warbler, Slaty-cappedFlycatcher BlackheadedTodyFlycatcherand Buff-
throated Saltator.

The highlight of this I ¥ i S NJt&k2héugh ¢ I & ¥ Bird at all. We were lucky
enoughto comeacrossa siblinggroupof four Nine-bandedArmadillosforagingout in

the open without a carein the world. We stood just metresawayastheir W/ { |-y =
f A foSeSprobedthe soil,andtheir razorsharpclawsdugfor bugsandgrubs

At 5pm it wastime to checkout andtake our private minibustransferto HaciendalLa
IslaLodge closeto Sarapiqui Wearrived2.5 hourslater just after 7.30pm.

Dinnerand drinks providedthe perfect opportunity to reflect on our magicalfirst full
dayin CostaRicawhich had produced87 birds and4 mammals We retired to bed at
9pm with hugesmileson our facesJ .
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Blue-throated Goldentall
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Crowned Woodnymph
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