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SOUTHERN SPAIN

GIBRALTAR to DONANA and a day trip to TANGIER
12-18 September 2024
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Introduction:

Thiswasour first BargainBirding Clubtrip to southernSpaintimed to coincidewith the spectacular
bird of prey migrationacrossthe Straitsof Gibraltarinto North Africa

We witnessedhuge numbersof Honey Buzzarg Booted Eagleand Shorttoed Eaglecatchingthe
thermals as they preparedto make the crossing,boosted by Griffon Vulture, Egyptian Vulture,
Osprey Marsh Harrier, Black Kite, LesserKestre| Sparrowhawk Black Stork, White Stork,
EuropeanBeeeater, BarnSwallow, HouseMartin andPallid Swift ¢ all attemptingto do the same

Passerinesvere also on the move, we had good sightingsof Woodchat Shrike Pied Flycatcher
SpottedFlycatcher CommonRedstart Nightingaleg Northern Wheatearand Yellow Wagtail.

Resident birds R A R glig@gpoint either and included Northern Bald Ibis, a 2 y (i | Bair@ri
{ O2 L)8Hedrv@tkr YellowleggedGull, Blue RockThrush CrestedLark LesserShorttoed Lark,
Hoopoeg Iberian Magpie, Iberian Stonechat Greater Flamingq EurasianSpoonbil| Blackcrowned
Night Heron, SquaccoHeron, Glossy lbis, Cattle Egret FerruginousDuck Blackwinged Stilt,
KentishPlover, Little Stint, Sanderling CurlewSandpiper Zitting Cisticolaand SardinianWarbler.

Awayfrom the birds, we alsoenjoyedviewsof Wild Boar, RedDeer, Iberian Wall Lizard Moorish
Geckq Northern Banded Groundling Spanish Gatekeeper Red Underwing Skipper Crimson
SpeckledVioth, Potter Waspandthe fascinatingRedwinged and Blue-winged Grasshoppers

It ¢ | & ¢diiding ¢ we also exploredthe Rockof Gibraltar with its resident Barbary Macaques
and when our dolphin and whale boat trip from Tarifagot cancelleddue to choppyseas,we saved
the daywith a spontaneoudast-ferry ride to Tangierin northern Morocco!

Allin all ¢ averysuccessfulirst trip to southernSpainandwe hopeto return sametime nextyear!

Thursday 1% September 2024: Exploring The Rock of Gibraltar

Our trip beganwith an early morning (7am) 2.5-hour flight from LondonGatwickto Gibraltar We
toucheddown at 11am localtime, collectedour luggageand then stood in the queuefor 2.5 hours
at the border crossingnto Spain We eventuallypickedup our hire carat 2pm and drove backacross
the border into Gibraltar. We took the cablecar up to the summit of Whe RoclQand then took a
steadywalk backdownthroughthe naturereserve

Birds of prey were evident with literally hundredsof Honey Buzzardriding the thermals Other
raptors noted included Shorttoed Eagle Griffon Vulture, Egyptian Vulture, Black Kite and
Sparrowhawk Yellow-leggedGulls glided aroundthe cliff-face and port below Barbary Macaques
soakedup the sunshinesomeevencheekyenoughto steala cold beer straightfrom the fridge!

At 6pm we left Gibraltarand drove backacrossthe Spanishborder to our 4-star hotel in Algeciras
Thiswould be our basefor the next 7 days
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Honey Buzzard

Honey Buzzard
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Honey Buzzard
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Shorttoed Eagle

Black Kite
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Friday 13 September 2024: Migration viewpoints from Algeciras to Tarifa

We gatheredfor breakfastat 7.30am and were on the road by 8.30am. Our plan today wasto visit
the main, purposebuilt migrationviewpointsalongthe coastbetweenAlgecirasand Tarifa

Ourfirst stop wasAlgarrobg accessed
viaaroughtrackoff the N340southof ~ Algarrobo viewpoint
Algeciras As we approached the
parking area we stopped to observe
Sardinian Warbler, Blackcap
Chiffchaff and Iberian Stonechat We
alsohearda Firecrestcalling

Standingin the shade of the concrete
shelter at the viewpoint itself, we
looked west and could seethat raptor
migration was in full flow with good
numbersof Booted Eagle Shorttoed
Eagle and W S i (HbneyBlIQard
headingsouthto Africa

ThesupportingcastincludedBlackStork, White Stork, Griffon Vulture, EgyptianVulture, BlackKite,
Marsh Harrier, Osprey CommonBuzzard Peregring Sparrowhawk CommonKestre| Beeeater,
Pallid Swift, SandMartin, Barn Swallow and House Martin. A walk through the scrub produced
SpanishGatekeeperand SpanishRedUnder-wing Skipperbutterfliesandlberian Wall Lizard

After 2 hours, we moved on down the coastto the larger CazallaViewpoint which was rammed
with visiting birders and bird tour groups Bird-wise, the specieslist pretty much reflected that of
Algarrobo,albeitthe birdshadnow climbedhigherasthe thermalswere startingto build.

After 1-hour, we continueddown the N340to the roundaboutand retraced our route backup the
sameroad stoppingat Estrechoviewpoint which faceseasttowardsthe MediterraneanSea Here
the windswere not in our favour and raptors were restrictedto a few BlackKite. After 30 minutes
we continuednorth backup the N340and stoppedfor lunchat the roadsidecaféat ElCabrita

Our next stop wasthe lighthouseat Faro Punta Carnera Here dozensof HouseMartin were busy
feeding around the headland, pursued by Common Kestrel On the rocks below we added
Mediterranean Shagandout at seawe couldseeSandwichTernlookingfor a fishymeal

Our final stop of the daywas E| Torrejon Municipal Parkjust north of AlgecirasHere we checked
the bushesfor smaller birds and managedto find Hoopog Pied Flycatcher Spotted Flycatchey
Zitting Cisticola SpotlessStarling Goldfinch FeralPigeonand CollaredDove Fromthe neglected
concrete bird hide overlookingthe saltmarsh,we saw distant Osprey plus our first Grey Heron,

GreatWhite Egret GreenshankRedshankWhimbrel, Ruff, Oystercatcheand Blackwinged Stilt.

At 6pm we calledanendto day 1 and madeour way backto our hotel for dinner.
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Iberian Stonechat




European Honey Buzzard
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Booted Eagle

Shorttoed Eagle
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Black Kite

Osprey
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White Stork
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Spotted Flycatcher

Pied Flycatcher
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