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Introduction:

This was our first Bargain Birding Club trip to southern Spain, timed to coincide with the spectacular 
bird of prey migration across the Straits of Gibraltar into North Africa.

We witnessed huge numbers of Honey Buzzard, Booted Eagle and Short-toed Eagle catching the 
thermals as they prepared to make the crossing, boosted by Griffon Vulture, Egyptian Vulture, 
Osprey, Marsh Harrier, Black Kite, Lesser Kestrel, Sparrowhawk, Black Stork, White Stork, 
European Bee-eater, Barn Swallow, House Martin and Pallid Swift ς all attempting to do the same.

Passerines were also on the move, we had good sightings of Woodchat Shrike, Pied Flycatcher, 
Spotted Flycatcher, Common Redstart, Nightingale, Northern Wheatear and Yellow Wagtail.

Resident birds ŘƛŘƴΩǘ disappoint either and included Northern Bald Ibis, aƻƴǘŀƎǳΩǎ Harrier, 
{ŎƻǇƻƭƛΩǎ Shearwater, Yellow-legged Gull, Blue Rock Thrush, Crested Lark, Lesser Short-toed Lark, 
Hoopoe, Iberian Magpie, Iberian Stonechat, Greater Flamingo, Eurasian Spoonbill, Black-crowned 
Night Heron, Squacco Heron, Glossy Ibis, Cattle Egret, Ferruginous Duck, Black-winged Stilt, 
Kentish Plover, Little Stint, Sanderling, Curlew Sandpiper, Zitting Cisticola and Sardinian Warbler.

Away from the birds, we also enjoyed views of Wild Boar, Red Deer, Iberian Wall Lizard, Moorish 
Gecko, Northern Banded Groundling, Spanish Gatekeeper, Red Under-wing Skipper, Crimson 
Speckled Moth, Potter Wasp and the fascinating Red-winged and Blue-winged Grasshoppers.

It ǿŀǎƴΩǘ all birding ς we also explored the Rock of Gibraltar with its resident Barbary Macaques, 
and when our dolphin and whale boat trip from Tarifa got cancelled due to choppy seas, we saved 
the day with a spontaneous fast-ferry ride to Tangier in northern Morocco!

All in all ς a very successful first trip to southern Spain and we hope to return same time next year!

Thursday 12th September 2024: Exploring The Rock of Gibraltar

Our trip began with an early morning (7am) 2.5-hour flight from London Gatwick to Gibraltar. We 
touched down at 11am local time, collected our luggage and then stood in the queue for 2.5 hours 
at the border crossing into Spain. We eventually picked up our hire car at 2pm and drove back across 
the border into Gibraltar. We took the cable car up to the summit of ΨThe RockΩ and then took a 
steady walk back down through the nature reserve. 

Birds of prey were evident with literally hundreds of Honey Buzzard riding the thermals. Other 
raptors noted included Short-toed Eagle, Griffon Vulture, Egyptian Vulture, Black Kite and 
Sparrowhawk. Yellow-legged Gulls glided around the cliff-face and port below. Barbary Macaques 
soaked up the sunshine, some even cheeky enough to steal a cold beer straight from the fridge!

At 6pm we left Gibraltar and drove back across the Spanish border to our 4-star hotel in Algeciras.            
This would be our base for the next 7 days.
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Rock of Gibraltar
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Northern Brown Argus

Cable car to the summit

±ƛŜǿ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ Ψ¢ƘŜ wƻŎƪΩ



Northern Brown Argus Barbary Macaque
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Northern Brown Argus

Barbary Macaque
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Honey Buzzard

Honey Buzzard
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Northern Brown ArgusHoney Buzzard



www.bargainbirdingclub.com

Black Kite

Short-toed Eagle
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Friday 13th September 2024: Migration viewpoints from Algeciras to Tarifa

We gathered for breakfast at 7.30am and were on the road by 8.30am. Our plan today was to visit 
the main, purpose-built migration viewpoints along the coast between Algeciras and Tarifa.

ThesupportingcastincludedBlackStork, White Stork, GriffonVulture,EgyptianVulture,BlackKite,
Marsh Harrier, Osprey, CommonBuzzard, Peregrine, Sparrowhawk, CommonKestrel, Bee-eater,
Pallid Swift, SandMartin, Barn Swallow and HouseMartin. A walk through the scrubproduced
SpanishGatekeeperandSpanishRedUnder-wing SkipperbutterfliesandIberianWall Lizard.  

After 2 hours, we moved on down the coast to the larger CazallaViewpoint which was rammed
with visitingbirders and bird tour groups. Bird-wise, the specieslist pretty much reflected that of
Algarrobo,albeit the birdshadnow climbedhigherasthe thermalswerestartingto build. 

After 1-hour, we continueddown the N340 to the roundaboutand retracedour route backup the
sameroad stoppingat Estrechoviewpoint which faceseast towards the MediterraneanSea. Here
the windswere not in our favour and raptors were restrictedto a few BlackKite. After 30 minutes
we continuednorth backup the N340andstoppedfor lunchat the roadsidecaféat ElCabrito. 

Our next stop was the lighthouseat FaroPunta Carnero. Heredozensof HouseMartin were busy
feeding around the headland, pursued by Common Kestrel. On the rocks below we added
MediterraneanShagandout at seawe couldseeSandwichTern lookingfor a fishymeal.

Our final stop of the day wasEl Torrejon Municipal Park just north of Algeciras. Herewe checked
the bushesfor smaller birds and managedto find Hoopoe, Pied Flycatcher, Spotted Flycatcher,
Zitting Cisticola, SpotlessStarling, Goldfinch, FeralPigeonand CollaredDove. Fromthe neglected
concretebird hide overlookingthe saltmarsh,we saw distant Osprey, plus our first Grey Heron,
GreatWhite Egret, Greenshank, Redshank, Whimbrel, Ruff, OystercatcherandBlack-wingedStilt.

At 6pm we calledanendto day1 andmadeour waybackto our hotel for dinner.

Our first stop wasAlgarrobo, accessed
viaa roughtrackoff the N340southof
Algeciras. As we approached the
parking area we stopped to observe
Sardinian Warbler, Blackcap,
Chiffchaff and Iberian Stonechat. We
alsohearda Firecrestcalling.

Standingin the shadeof the concrete
shelter at the viewpoint itself, we
lookedwest and could seethat raptor
migration was in full flow with good
numbersof Booted Eagle, Short-toed
Eagle and ΨƪŜǘǘƭƛƴƎΩHoney Buzzard
headingsouthto Africa. 

Algarrobo viewpoint
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Sardinian Warbler

Iberian Stonechat
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European Honey Buzzard
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Short-toed Eagle

Booted Eagle



www.bargainbirdingclub.com

Black Kite

Osprey
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White Stork
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Pied Flycatcher

Spotted Flycatcher
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Iberian Wall Lizard
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Spanish Gatekeeper

Spanish Red Under-wing Skipper


