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Thursday 13 June 2024: Longniddry, Aberlady, Bass Rock and Holy Island

Day 1 of our 4-day Bargain Birding Club trip to the Scottish Borders began with an early 6.45am 
flight from Gatwick to Edinburgh. We arrived on time at 8.15am and after some dire attempts by the 
hire car company (Enterprise) to try to charge us an extra £100 for picking the vehicle up 10 minutes 
before the booking time, we were eventually on the road and heading for the coast.

First stop wasLongniddryBents, just a 30-minutedrivefrom the airport. A short walkherealongthe
beachkick-started our trip list with Eider, CommonGull, Great Black-backedGull, Herring Gull,
SandwichTern, Oystercatcher, Curlew, CarrionCrow, Magpie, Woodpigeon, Stonechat, Meadow
Pipit and Pied Wagtail. Our highlight though was a flock of 47 Bar-tailed Godwit resting on the 
tideline until they were flushed by a woman with 5 off-the lead dogs running along the beach.

Nextstop wasAberlady Bay. We parked at Gullane Beach and crossed the wooden footbridge on to 
the reserve. We quickly noted Marsh Harrier, Mute Swan, Shelduck, Grey Heron, Lapwing, Swallow 
and Black-headed Gull. We were tight on time as we had arranged to meet Tim in North Berwick, so 
we took a short walk towards the headland, adding Common Whitethroat, Willow Warbler, 
Chiffchaff, Blackcap, Linnet, Reed Bunting, Goldfinch, Chaffinch, Sedge Warbler, Wren, Song 
Thrush, Great Tit, Dunnock, Skylark, Jackdaw and Little Egret to our trip list. Other notable sightings 
included two Roe Deer plus Northern Marsh Orchid, Pyramidal Orchid and Common Twayblade.

At 11am we continued along the ΨDƻƭŦ Coast wƻŀŘΩ to the Scottish Seabird Centre at North Berwick 
to rendezvous with Tim, adding Common Buzzard, Sparrowhawk, Kestrel and Mallard on the way. 
The sun was shining so we opted for coffee and cake on the deck area at the back of the visitor 
centre, enjoying fabulous views to Bass Rock ς home to over 50,000 Northern Gannets ς the largest 
colony in the World! Even from the mainland we could see thousands circling and diving out at sea.

From our observation point we also spotted our first Puffin, Guillemot, Razorbill, Cormorant, Shag 
and House Sparrow. A walk along the beach gave good numbers of Sand Martin hunting by the tidal 
swimming pool. Eider ducks bobbed in the surf and Sandwich Terns screeched as they flew past.

At 2.45pm we boarded our pre-booked boat trip which took us past Craigleith Island to Bass Rock 
itself. As we approached, we could see that the rock was covered in Gannets. Many were literally 
hanging in the wind like tethered kites, spreading their magnificent 6Ω wingspan and seemingly just 
enjoying the thrill of looking over the edge of the 100m (350 foot) cliffs. Other birds noted were 
Lesser Black-backed Gull, Bridled Guillemot, Red-throated Diver, Fulmar, Kittiwake and Rock Pipit.

We arrived back at North Berwick at 4.30pm and, after a quick comfort stop, headed south on the 
A1 crossing the border into Northumberland. We drove over the tidal causeway to Holy Island and 
stopped at The Snook to scan the sea from the dunes. With only Stonechat and Meadow Pipit 
noted, we continued to Chares End car park and walked down to the priory, picking up Blackbird, 
Starling, Robin, Collared Dove and Feral Pigeon around the gardens. Scanning the shoreline, we 
spotted Turnstone, Goosander, Eider and a large group of Grey Seals resting on a sand bank. 
Overhead, Swallow, House Martin and Sand Martin were all catching insects.

At 6.30pm it began to rain so we called an end to the day and headed to Norham for a fish and chip 
supper, adding Yellowhammer and Pheasant on the way, taking our trip list to 65 species.
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Friday 14 June 2024: Coquet Island, Breamish Valley & Otterburn Ranges

After a hearty Scottish breakfast (complete with Haggis and Black Pudding), our first stop was nearby 
Ladykirk and Norham Bridge, which straddles the River Tweed and the Scotland : England border. 
From the bridge we could see Sand Martin nesting in the banks, a family group of Goosander on the 
water's edge, and Grey Wagtail scouring the rocks for a meal. Nigel picked up a fleeting glimpse of a 
Kingfisher which disappeared around a bend in the river before the rest of us could get on it. 
Overhead, Swift, Swallow and House Martin joined the Sand Martins hunting for insects. The 
riverside woodland was alive with singing Chiffchaff, Willow Warbler, Blackcap and Wren.

At 9am we headed to Amble to catch another boat. This time we had pre-booked on a trip around 
Coquet Island where we hoped to connect with the rare Bridled Tern spotted earlier in the week. 
Before we set off, we noted a Red-breasted Merganser flying up the river and Bottlenose Dolphins 
hunting at the harbour entrance. Coquet Island itself is owned by the Duke of Northumberland and 
managed by the RSPB as a seabird reserve. As we approached, we were greeted by hundreds of 
curious Puffins sitting on the rocks staring back at us. 
As we scanned through the Puffins, we picked out 4 species of tern - Roseate Tern (which only 
breeds on Coquet Island in the UK), Arctic Tern, Common Tern and Sandwich Tern. Sadly, no sign of 
the tropical vagrant Bridled Tern but other birds noted included Shag, Eider, Guillemot, Kittiwake, 
Lesser Black-backed Gull and Oystercatcher. Grey Seals lounged on the rocks waiting for the 
incoming tide to return them to the sea.

We were back on dry land at 11.30am, time again for coffee and cake. Suitably nourished, and with 
the sun shining, we opted to drive inland up through the Breamish Valley. This is truly stunning 
countryside with crystal clear rivers, rolling hills and Spring wildflowers in full bloom. We stopped at 
various pull-in points to scan the river, picking up 3 separate Dipper, plus Common Sandpiper, Grey 
Wagtail, Goosander, Chiffchaff and Willow Warbler. Rook and Jackdaw gathered noisily in the fields. 

At Ingram we took a short walk through the woods at the back of the church and quickly located 
Spotted Flycatcher. We also heard a Great Spotted Woodpecker drumming, but it remained hidden. 
We continued up the Breamish Valley but ŘƛŘƴΩǘ stop at .ǳƭōȅΩǎ Wood as a large Outdoor Pursuits 
party had taken over the car park. We pushed on to the Linhope Estate where the road ends and 
you have to return back the way you came. On the way back down to Ingram we stopped to admire 
a splendid pair of Whinchat gathering insects in the bracken. 

We retraced our route back to Powburn and followed the A697 south until the turn off for 
Whittingham. We followed the minor roads through Netherton and Alwinton, then followed the 
Upper Coquet Valley on to the vast moorland of the Otterburn Ranges in the Cheviot Hills. We were 
hoping to pick up birds of prey such as Short-eared Owl, Merlin or even a Hen Harrier, but had to 
make do with Common Buzzard, Kestrel and a pair of Raven. The scenery was simply stunning as we 
stopped to scan from viewpoints at .ǳŎƪƘŀƳΩǎ Bridge and Chew Green. We saw at least 20 different 
Wheatear on the moors, plus Curlew, Stonechat and the ubiquitous Meadow Pipit and Pied Wagtail.

At 5pm we considered our options and decided to take the 12-mile gravelled ΨCƻǊŜǎǘ 5ǊƛǾŜΩ to Kielder 
Water. We only saw Mistle Thrush and Greenfinch so headed back to Norham for dinner in the 
aŀǎƻƴΩǎ Arms in Norham. Our trip list had grown to 81 species after 2 days.
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