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Thursday 13 June 2024: Longniddry, Aberlady, Bass Rock and Holy Islan

Day1 of our 4-day BargainBirding Clubtrip to the ScottishBordersbeganwith an early 6.45am
flight from Gatwickto EdinburghWe arrivedon time at 8.15am and after somedire attemptsby the
hire carcompany(Enterprise)o try to chargeusan extra£100for pickingthe vehicleup 10 minutes
beforethe bookingtime, we were eventuallyon the road and headingfor the coast

FirststopwaslLongniddryBents just a 30-minute drive from the airport. A shortwalk here alongthe
beachkickstarted our trip list with Eider, Common Gull, Great Blackbacked Gull, Herring Gull,
SandwichTern, Oystercatchey Curlew, Carrion Crow, Magpie, Woodpigeon Stonecha, Meadow
Pipit and Pied Wagtail. Our highlight though was a flock of 47 Bartailed Godwit resting on the
tideline until they were flushedby awomanwith 5 off-the leaddogsrunningalongthe beach

NextstopwasAberladyBay. We parkedat GullaneBeachand crossedthe woodenfootbridgeonto

the reserve We quicklynoted Marsh Harrier, Mute Swan Shelduck GreyHeron, Lapwing Swallow
and BlackheadedGull. We were tight on time aswe had arrangedto meet Timin North Berwick,so
we took a short walk towards the headland, adding Common Whitethroat, Willow Warbler,

Chiffchaff Blackcap Linnet, Reed Bunting, Goldfinch, Chaffinch Sedge Warbler, Wren, Song
Thrush GreatTit, Dunnock Skylark Jackdawand Little Egretto our trip list. Othernotable sightings
includedtwo RoeDeerplusNorthern Marsh Orchid PyramidalOrchidand CommonTwayblade

At 11am we continuedalongthe W D Zoasgiw 2 | t&ktke ScottishSeabirdCentreat North Berwick
to rendezvouswith Tim,addingCommonBuzzard Sparrowhawk Kestreland Mallard on the way.
The sun was shiningso we opted for coffee and cakeon the deckareaat the backof the visitor
centre,enjoyingfabulousviewsto BassRockg hometo over 50,000 Northern Gannetsq the largest
colonyin the World! Evenfrom the mainlandwe couldseethousandscirclinganddivingout at sea

Fromour observationpoint we alsospotted our first Puffin, Guillemot, Razorbil] Cormorant Shag
andHouseSparrow Awalk alongthe beachgavegoodnumbersof SandMartin huntingby the tidal
swimmingpool. Eiderducksbobbedin the surfand Sandwichlernsscreechedsthey flew past

At 2.45pm we boardedour pre-bookedboat trip which took us past Craigleithislandto BassRock
itself. Aswe approachedwe could seethat the rock was coveredin Gannets Many were literally
hangingin the wind like tethered kites, spreadingtheir magnificent6Qvingspanand seeminglyjust
enjoyingthe thrill of looking over the edge of the 100m (350 foot) cliffs. Other birds noted were
LesseBlackbackedGull, Bridled Guillemot, Redthroated Diver, Fulmar, Kittiwake and RockPipit.

We arrived backat North Berwickat 4.30pm and, after a quick comfort stop, headedsouth on the
Al crossingthe border into Northumberland We drove over the tidal causewayto Holy Islandand
stopped at The Snookto scanthe seafrom the dunes With only Stonechatand Meadow Pipit
noted, we continuedto CharesEnd car park and walked down to the priory, pickingup Blackbird
Starling Robin Collared Dove and Feral Pigeonaround the gardens Scanninghe shoreline,we
spotted Turnstong Goosandey Eider and a large group of Grey Sealsresting on a sand bank
Overhead Swallow,HouseMartin and SandMartin were all catchinginsects

At 6.30pm it beganto rain sowe calledan end to the dayand headedto Norhamfor afish and chip
supper,addingYellowhammerand Pheasanion the way, takingour trip list to 65 species
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Friday 14 June 2024: Coquet Island, Breamish Valley & Otterburn Range:

After a hearty Scottishbreakfast(completewith Haggisand BlackPudding)our first stop wasnearby
Ladykirkand Norham Bridge which straddlesthe RiverTweedand the Scotland: Englandborder.
Fromthe bridgewe could seeSandMartin nestingin the banks,a family group of Goosandewon the
water'sedge,and GreyWagtail scouringthe rocksfor a meal Nigelpickedup afleeting glimpseof a
Kingfisher which disappearedaround a bend in the river before the rest of us could get on it.
Overhead, Swift, Swallow and House Martin joined the SandMartins hunting for insects The
riversidewoodlandwasalivewith singingChiffchaff\Willow Warbler,Blackcapnd Wren.

At 9am we headedto Amble to catchanotherboat. Thistime we had pre-bookedon a trip around
Coquetlsland where we hopedto connectwith the rare Bridled Tern spotted earlier in the week
Beforewe set off, we noted a Redbreasted Merganserflying up the river and Bottlenose Dolphins
hunting at the harbourentrance Coquetlslanditself is owned by the Duke of Northumberlandand
managedby the RSPEas a seabirdreserve Aswe approached,we were greeted by hundredsof
curiousPuffinssitting on the rocksstaringbackat us.

As we scannedthrough the Puffins,we picked out 4 speciesof tern - RoseateTern (which only
breedson Coquetislandin the UK),Arctic Tern, CommonTernand SandwichTern Sadlyno signof
the tropical vagrantBridled Tern but other birds noted included Shag,Eider, Guillemot, Kittiwake,
LesserBlackbacked Gull and Oystercatcher Grey Sealslounged on the rocks waiting for the
incomingtide to return themto the sea

We were backon dry land at 11.30am, time againfor coffee and cake Suitablynourished,and with

the sun shining,we opted to drive inland up through the BreamishValley. Thisis truly stunning
countrysidewith crystalclearrivers,rolling hills and Springwildflowersin full bloom. We stoppedat

variouspull-in pointsto scanthe river, pickingup 3 separateDipper, plus CommonSandpiper Grey
Wagtail, GoosanderChiffchaffand Willow Warbler Rookand Jackdawgatherednoisilyin the fields.

At Ingram we took a short walk through the woods at the backof the churchand quicklylocated
SpottedFlycatcher We alsohearda Great Spotted Woodpeckerdrumming,but it remainedhidden

We continuedup the BreamishValleybut R A Rsfoat . dzf d\addasa large Outdoor Pursuits
party had taken over the car park We pushedon to the Linhope Estatewhere the road endsand
you haveto return backthe way you came Onthe way backdown to Ingramwe stoppedto admire
a splendidpair of Whinchatgatheringinsectsin the bracken

We retraced our route back to Powburn and followed the A697 south until the turn off for
Whittingham We followed the minor roads through Netherton and Alwinton, then followed the
Upper CoquetValleyonto the vastmoorlandof the Otterburn Rangedn the CheviotHills We were
hopingto pick up birds of prey suchas Shorteared Owl, Merlin or evena Hen Harrier, but had to
makedo with CommonBuzzardKestreland a pair of Raven Thescenerywassimplystunningaswe
stoppedto scanfrom viewpointsat. dzO | KBridg@and ChewGreen We sawat least20 different
Wheatearon the moors,plusCurlew,Stonechataindthe ubiquitousMeadowPipitand PiedWagtail

At 5pm we consideredour optionsand decidedto take the 12-mile gravelled¥ C 2 Bl At@ISeier

Water. We only saw Mistle Thrushand Greenfinchso headedbackto Norhamfor dinner in the
a I a 2Afmssa Norham Ourtrip list hadgrownto 81 speciesafter 2 days
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