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Friday12t April 2024 Knepp,Warnham& SalisburyPlains

We beganour 3-day BargainBirding Clublong weekenderat 8.30am at Kneppin Sussexsite of the
White Storkre-wildingproject Fulldetailscanbe found here: https://knepp.co.uk/white-storks

It R A Rtgkeus longto seethe first White Storks nestingin the sametree aslast year nextto the
farm. We witnessedthe amazingpill-clappinggreeting,when one of the pair returnedto the nest

We completedthe 4km circularW2 K A B &dufe in an anti-clockwisedirectionin glorioussunshine
(a stark contrast to last year) Bird songfilled the air, and we took time to listen to Nightingalg
CommonWhitethroat, Blackcap Chiffchaff SongThrush Mistle Thrush Dunnock RobinandWren.

Aswe completedour walk, we had sightingsof RedKite, CommonBuzzard Sparrowhawk Kestrel|
GreylagGoose Mallard, Moorhen, Great Spotted Woodpecker GreenWoodpecker Longtailed Tit,
Blue Tit, Great Tit, Goldfinch Chaffinch Starling Jay Jackdaw Magpie, Carrion Crow, Rook
WoodpigeonandPheasant

We alsocameacrossa herd of Fallow Deersitting in the sunshinebefore taking off acrossthe field.
EnglishLonghornCattle were grazingby the track, but we R A Rlgt&dthe TamworthPigsor Exmoor
Ponieson this visit.

Next stop was Warnham Nature Reservenear Horsham We pausedfor lunch then embarkedon a
steadyramble aroundthe reserve At the woodlandfeederswe enjoyedviewsof ReedBunting, Blue
Tit, GreatTit, StockDove Magpieand Pheasant

Aswe made our way around the reserve,we added Herring Gull, LesserBlackbacked Gull, Great
CrestedGrebg Mute Swanand GreyHeronto our bird list, plusBrown Rat, GreySquirrel, Rabbitand
CommonFrog

Wildflowerswere a plenty andwe noted \Wood Anemong LesseiCelanding Greater Stitchwort, Red
Campion Wild Garlig GarlicMustard, Bluebell Forgetme-not and{ y I (HEaQFxitillary.

We endedthe day at SalisburyPlainsand quickly picked up a group of 8 Great Bustardsin a field
behind Enford Farm Themale birds flanked a central group of femalesand were attempting to woo
them. However, despite lots of chestpuffing, tail-wagging, headbobbing, whiskerwaving and
arrogantstrutting by the males,the femaleswere still not the slightbit interestedin mating!

Other birds seenas we crisscrossedthe permissivetrackson the plainswere Grey Partridge Red
leggedPartridge Linnet, Corn Bunting, Meadow Pipit, Skylark Stonechat Barn Swallow and Pied
Wagtail. We alsoaddedBrown Hareto our mammallist.

At 7pmwe calledanendto day1, 53 bird speciesnoted.
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White Stork
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Mistle Thrush

Sparrowhawk
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Fallow Deer
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JFallow Deer
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Blue Tit
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Great Tit
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Reed Bunting
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Chiffchaff
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Lesser Blacbkacked Gull



