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Friday 12th April 2024: Knepp, Warnham & Salisbury Plains

We began our 3-day Bargain Birding Club long weekender at 8.30am at Knepp in Sussex, site of the 
White Stork re-wilding project. Full details can be found here: https://knepp.co.uk/white-storks 

It ŘƛŘƴΩǘ take us long to see the first White Storks, nesting in the same tree as last year next to the 
farm. We witnessed the amazing bill-clapping greeting, when one of the pair returned to the nest.

We completed the 4km circular Ψ²ƘƛǘŜ ²ŀƭƪΩ route in an anti-clockwise direction in glorious sunshine 
(a stark contrast to last year). Bird song filled the air, and we took time to listen to Nightingale, 
Common Whitethroat, Blackcap, Chiffchaff, Song Thrush, Mistle Thrush, Dunnock, Robin and Wren. 

As we completed our walk, we had sightings of Red Kite, Common Buzzard, Sparrowhawk, Kestrel, 
Greylag Goose, Mallard, Moorhen, Great Spotted Woodpecker, Green Woodpecker, Long-tailed Tit, 
Blue Tit, Great Tit, Goldfinch, Chaffinch, Starling, Jay, Jackdaw, Magpie, Carrion Crow, Rook, 
Woodpigeon and Pheasant. 

We also came across a herd of Fallow Deer sitting in the sunshine before taking off across the field. 
English Longhorn Cattle were grazing by the track, but we ŘƛŘƴΩǘ locate the Tamworth Pigs or Exmoor 
Ponies on this visit.

Next stop was Warnham Nature Reserve near Horsham. We paused for lunch then embarked on a 
steady ramble around the reserve. At the woodland feeders we enjoyed views of Reed Bunting, Blue 
Tit, Great Tit, Stock Dove, Magpie and Pheasant. 

As we made our way around the reserve, we added Herring Gull, Lesser Black-backed Gull, Great 
Crested Grebe, Mute Swan and Grey Heron to our bird list, plus Brown Rat, Grey Squirrel, Rabbit and 
Common Frog. 

Wildflowers were a plenty and we noted Wood Anemone, Lesser Celandine, Greater Stitchwort, Red 
Campion, Wild Garlic, Garlic Mustard, Bluebell, Forget-me-not and {ƴŀƪŜΩǎ Head Fritillary. 

We ended the day at Salisbury Plains and quickly picked up a group of 8 Great Bustards in a field 
behind Enford Farm. The male birds flanked a central group of females and were attempting to woo 
them. However, despite lots of chest-puffing, tail-wagging, head-bobbing, whisker-waving and 
arrogant strutting by the males, the females were still not the slight bit interested in mating!

Other birds seen as we criss-crossed the permissive tracks on the plains were Grey Partridge, Red-
legged Partridge, Linnet, Corn Bunting, Meadow Pipit, Skylark, Stonechat, Barn Swallow and Pied 
Wagtail. We also added Brown Hare to our mammal list.

At 7pm we called an end to day 1, 53 bird species noted.
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Mistle Thrush

SparrowhawkRobin
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English Longhorn
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Fallow Deer
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Great Tit

Stock Dove
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Reed Bunting

Magpie
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Wren

Woodpigeon
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Chiffchaff



Brown Rat
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Grey Squirrel
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Great Crested Grebe

Lesser Black-backed Gull


