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CYPRUS
27" March to 39 April 2024

Richard Hanman, Nigel Trower, Tim Rea, Carol Conquest and Maggie Ward
Local guide: Matthew Smith (Cyprus Bird Watching Tours)
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Blackwinged Pratincole, Redrested Pochard, Ferruginous Duck, Hoopoe, Purple Heron, Squacco Heron, Spoonbill, Glos
Blackwinged Stilt, Marsh Sandpiper, Citrine Wagtail, Blue Rock Thrush, Great Spotted Cuckoo, Common Cuckoo, Red
Shorttoed Treecreeper, Laughing Dove, Sewnllared Flycatcher, Baltic Gull, Alpine Swift, Pallid Swift andiregded Swallow.
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Introduction:

Cyprusboasts over 400 different bird species,including 3 endemics¢ CyprusWarbler, Cyprus
Wheatear and Cyprus ScopsOwl. It lies on the main Eastern Mediterranean migration route
connectingAfricato Asiaand Europe,with an estimated 100 million birds headingnorth through
Cyprusan Springand 150 million birdsheadingsouthduringthe Autumn(Source BirdLife Cyprus)

As well as havinggreat birdlife, Cyprusalso hasover 1950 plant speciesincluding46 orchids, over
6000insects(including38 dragonfliesand 54 butterflies),30 mammalsand 22 reptiles

Thiswasour first trip to Cyprusand so we securedthe servicesof Matt Smith,
an excellentlocal birder and conservationistwho has a passionand vast knowledgeof all wildlife.
Matt wastrained by ColinRichardson(author of Thel S f Fi€dGuideto the Birds of Cyprus)and
now ownsandrunshisown businesscalledCyprusBird WatchingTours Ouritinerarywasasfollows:

Dayl: FlyLondonStansteado Paphosandtransferto our hotel in Pissouri

Day2: AcheliaFarm,AgiaVarvaraWetlands Asprokremno®am,Mandriaand AnaritaPark
Daya3: Akrotiri Marsh& GravelPits,LimassoBaltLake|[ | RMil@andKensingtorCliffs
Day4: TroodosMountainsand KensingtorCliffs

Dayb5: MeneoyLake Larnaca&SewageNorks,LarnaceéSaltLakeand OrokliniLake

Day6: CapeGrecoand Akrotiri Marsh& GravelPits

Day7: | LIK N2 Bathjj ¥ Q& BidnisIne TimiBeach AgiaVarvaraand AnaritaPark
Day8: PissourBayandthe CapeAsproheadlandoeforeour return flight to the UK

Cyprus main bird watching sites
Bl British Military Bases
Bl United Nations Buffer Zone

Kokkina Exclave

@ Troodos Lamaca Dhekelia (UK)

0\ Larnaca salt Lake
Republic of Cyprus

Pafos Headland (»

Limassol
Akrotiri Salt Lake
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Wednesday27" March 2024 Flyto Paphosandtransferto hotel in Pissouri

Our 10.30am flight from LondonStansteadeft on time and arrived at Paphosat 5pm localtime. After
collectingour luggagepur private transfertook usto our hotel in Pissourjust 30 minutesup the coast
We kickstarted our trip list with Hooded Crow, Magpie, Barn Swallow, House Sparrow and Feral
Pigeonc thankfullymuchmore excitingbirdswere to be seenon the rest of the trip.

After settling into our rooms, we enjoyedour first mealin Cypruswasheddown with local red wine.
Anearlynightwashadby all aswe hadan early start tomorrow.

Thursday28" March 2024 Birdingaround LowerPaphos

We establishedour routine with breakfastat 7am, asthe sunwasrising,and on the road by 7.45am.
Birdingfrom the hotel gardenswe addedCyprusWheatear, CommonRedstart Greenfinch Blackcap
LesseWhitethroat, HouseMartin, GreatTit, LaughingDove, CollaredDove and Woodpigeonto our
trip list. We couldalsoheara Nightingalewarmingup but reluctantto burstinto full song

Matt pickedus up from the hotel bangon time in the rented minibus Todaywe were focussingour
birding in the Lower Paphosarea First stop was Agia VarvaraPools(N 35 08 17, E 25 00 14), a
collection of four soakawaypools which provide ideal habitat for birds, frogs and dragonflies We
approachedhe poolsviathe track that passesa TsimourisPlant Nursery: In the olive grovewe picked
up a pair of Stone Curlew In the trees and shrubsby the raisedconcretedrainagechannelwe added
Semicollared Flycatcher Sardinian Warbler, Common Chiffchaff / S (i (War@lér, Common
Whitethroat, Zitting Cisticolg Chaffinchand Goldfinch In the fields nearbywe sawour first Chukar
plusGreatSpotted Cuckoq CrestedLark CornBunting, Linnetand CommonKestrel

At the pools themselves,Matt quicklylocated a Little Crake skulkingin the pool margins, partially
hiddenfor mostof the time, affordingusonly the briefestof glimpsesasit passedetweengapsin the
vegetation We were soonjoined by local birding legendColinRichardsonWe continuedto scanthe
pools picking up Cattle Egret Reed Warbler, SedgeWarbler, Moorhen and Little Grebg before
flushinga solitary GreenSandpiperand JackSnipg both of whichflew off in aninstant SuddenlyMatt
calledout . | f f Grakgiexactlythe samespot asthe earlier Little Crake!Overheadwe enjoyed
the sightand soundof screamingCommonSwift and Pallid Swift.

Nonaviandelightsat the poolsincluded Swallowtail, CloudedYellow and CommonBlue butterflies,
Blue-tailed and Winter Damselflies LesserEmperor and Redveined Dropwing dragonflies,and a
plethora of croakingCyprusFrogs Matt alsotook time to showus a spectaculaBandedOrb Weaver
Spider, andsomeof the beautifulwild-flowerssuchasAdonisPoppy, CrownDaisyandWild Gladiol.

Nextstop wasAsprokrenosDam(N 344340, E32 33 09), the secondlargestdamin Cyprus Fromthe
parkingareawe walkedthe smallcopseof pine treesand quicklypickedup a veryflighty Semicollared
Flycatchera pair of GreatSpottedCuckoodeedingon moth caterpillars,and our first Hoopoe Onthe
reservoiritself we could make out somedistant Yellow-legged Gulls Surbathing on the rockswere
numerouslargeSlingtailed Agamas
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At 1pm it wastime to move on. We took the Agiou Epifaniougraveltrack (N 34 44 02, E 32 32 55)
which runs through coastalagriculturalfields towards Anarita Here we added Northern Wheatear,
Redthroated Pipit, Tree Pipit, Tawny Pipit, Greater Shorttoed Lark White Wagtail, Greyheaded
Wagtail and Little Owl to our list. We also heard our first Black Francolincallingin the distanceand
caughta glimpseof a LargeBlackWhip Snakeslidingacrossthe road anddisappearingn the verge

Next stop was Mandria Beach(N 34 42 10, E 32 31 31), a well-known migrant hot-spot. Aswe drove
the sandy track, we picked up numerous Isabelline Wheatear, Blackeared Wheatear, Northern
Wheatearand SpanishSparrow Onthe rockycoastwe sawCormorantand MediterraneanShag

We continued to Mandria Gardens(N 34 42 28, E 32 31 52), a housing estate currently being
expanded We scanneda smallmuddy pool lookingfor Hawfinchbut drew a blank, rewardedinstead
with a splendidLittle RingedPloverand a hawkingWesternMarsh Harrier. Bya nearbysmallreservoir
we pickedup another SemicollaredFlycatchemanda veryobligingEastern. 2 y S\WarbleiQ &

We crossedthe main A6 road andtook the E506 minor road into Anarita Park(N 34 4450, E32 30 20).
Here the habitat quickly changedto rocky, arid hillside and we stoppedat an abandonedquarry to
scan We quickly picked up our first Cyprus Warbler which put on a magnificent show affording
everyoneexcellentviewsand photo opportunities It washere we alsosaw Blue RockThrush Black
eared Wheatear,the rarer C A y dVh&afear and a Little Owl. Overhead we watched three distant
Longlegged Buzzardsoar in high circles,plus Sparrowhawk Jackdawand Alpine Swift. A surprise
Robincouldbe heardcallingfrom the bushesbut remainedhidden

At 6pm the sunwasfadingfast, so it wastime to call an end to an amazingday in the field. We had
boostedour trip list up to 69 speciesandhadplentyto talk aboutoverdinnerbackat the hotel.
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Corn Bunting
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Great Spotted Cuckoo
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Cyprus Wheatear

Isabelline Wheatear
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Hooded Crow
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Laughing Dove
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Redthroated Pipit
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Semicollared Flycatcher
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Small White
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