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Highlights
.ƻƴŜƭƭƛΩǎ 9ŀƎƭŜΣ DǊƛŦŦƻƴ ±ǳƭǘǳǊŜΣ [ƻƴƎ-legged Buzzard, Goshawk, Osprey, Cyprus Scops Owl, Masked Shrike, Woodchat Shrike, 

CƛƴǎŎƘΩǎ ²ƘŜŀǘŜŀǊΣ .ƭŀŎƪ-eared Wheatear, Cyprus Wheatear, Isabelline Wheatear, Caspian Stonechat, Whinchat, Cyprus Warbler, 
wǳǇǇŜƭƭΩǎ ²ŀǊōƭŜǊΣ hǊǇƘŜŀƴ ²ŀǊōƭŜǊΣ {ǇŜŎǘŀŎƭŜŘ ²ŀǊōƭŜǊΣ .ƛƳŀŎǳƭŀǘŜŘ [ŀǊƪΣ /ŀƭŀƴŘǊŀ [ŀǊƪΣ DǊŜŀǘŜǊ {ƘƻǊǘ-toed Lark, Brambling, 
hǊǘƻƭŀƴ .ǳƴǘƛƴƎΣ /ǊŜǘȊǎŎƘƳŀǊΩǎ .ǳƴǘƛƴƎΣ wŜŘ-ǘƘǊƻŀǘŜŘ tƛǇƛǘΣ .ƭŀŎƪ CǊŀƴŎƻƭƛƴΣ /ƘǳƪŀǊΣ .ŀƛƭƭƻƴΩǎ /ǊŀƪŜΣ [ƛǘǘƭŜ /ǊŀƪŜΣ [ƛǘǘƭŜ .ƛǘǘŜrn, 
Black-winged Pratincole, Red-crested Pochard, Ferruginous Duck, Hoopoe, Purple Heron, Squacco Heron, Spoonbill, Glossy Ibis,    
Black-winged Stilt, Marsh Sandpiper, Citrine Wagtail, Blue Rock Thrush, Great Spotted Cuckoo, Common Cuckoo, Red Crossbill,     

Short-toed Treecreeper, Laughing Dove, Semi-collared Flycatcher, Baltic Gull, Alpine Swift, Pallid Swift and Red-rumped Swallow.



Introduction:

Cyprus boasts over 400 different bird species, including 3 endemics ς Cyprus Warbler, Cyprus 
Wheatear and Cyprus Scops Owl. It lies on the main Eastern Mediterranean migration route 
connecting Africa to Asia and Europe, with an estimated 100 million birds heading north through 
Cyprusin Spring, and150 million birds heading south during the Autumn (Source:  Bird Life Cyprus).

As well as having great birdlife, Cyprus also has over 1950 plant species including 46 orchids, over 
6000 insects (including 38 dragonflies and 54 butterflies), 30 mammals and 22 reptiles.

This was our first Bargain Birding Club trip to Cyprus and so we secured the services of Matt Smith, 
an excellent local birder and conservationist who has a passion and vast knowledge of all wildlife. 
Matt was trained by Colin Richardson, (author of The IŜƭƳΩǎ Field Guide to the Birds of Cyprus), and 
now owns and runs his own business called Cyprus Bird Watching Tours. Our itinerary was as follows:

Day 1: Fly London Stanstead to Paphos and transfer to our hotel in Pissouri.
Day 2: Achelia Farm, Agia Varvara Wetlands, Asprokremnos Dam, Mandria and Anarita Park.
Day 3: Akrotiri Marsh & Gravel Pits, Limassol Salt Lake, [ŀŘȅΩǎ Mile and Kensington Cliffs.
Day 4: Troodos Mountains and Kensington Cliffs.
Day 5: Meneoy Lake, Larnaca Sewage Works, Larnaca Salt Lake and Oroklini Lake.
Day 6: Cape Greco and Akrotiri Marsh & Gravel Pits.
Day 7: !ǇƘǊƻŘƛǘŜΩǎ Bath, {ƳƛƎƎƛŜΩǎ Picnic Site, Timi Beach, Agia Varvara and Anarita Park.
Day 8: Pissouri Bay and the Cape Aspro headland before our return flight to the UK.
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Cyprus main bird watching sites

Cape Greco

http://www.birdingtourscyprus-bitw.com/


Black-winged Stilt

El Hondo
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Wednesday 27th March 2024: Fly to Paphos and transfer to hotel in Pissouri

Our 10.30am flight from London Stanstead left on time and arrived at Paphos at 5pm local time. After 
collecting our luggage, our private transfer took us to our hotel in Pissouri just 30 minutes up the coast. 
We kick-started our trip list with Hooded Crow, Magpie, Barn Swallow, House Sparrow and Feral 
Pigeon ς thankfully much more exciting birds were to be seen on the rest of the trip. 

After settling into our rooms, we enjoyed our first meal in Cyprus, washed down with local red wine. 
An early night was had by all as we had an early start tomorrow.

Thursday 28th March 2024: Birding around Lower Paphos

We established our routine with breakfast at 7am, as the sun was rising, and on the road by 7.45am. 
Birding from the hotel gardens we added Cyprus Wheatear, Common Redstart, Greenfinch, Blackcap, 
Lesser Whitethroat, House Martin, Great Tit, Laughing Dove, Collared Dove and Woodpigeon to our 
trip list. We could also hear a Nightingale warming up but reluctant to burst into full song. 

Matt picked us up from the hotel bang on time in the rented minibus. Today we were focussing our 
birding in the Lower Paphos area. First stop was Agia Varvara Pools (N 35 08 17, E  25 00 14), a 
collection of four soakaway pools which provide ideal habitat for birds, frogs and dragonflies. We 
approached the pools via the track that passes a Tsimouris Plant Nursery. In the olive grove we picked 
up a pair of Stone Curlew. In the trees and shrubs by the raised concrete drainage channel we added 
Semi-collared Flycatcher, Sardinian Warbler, Common Chiffchaff, /ŜǘǘƛΩǎ Warbler, Common 
Whitethroat, Zitting Cisticola, Chaffinch and Goldfinch. In the fields nearby we saw our first Chukar, 
plus Great Spotted Cuckoo, Crested Lark, Corn Bunting, Linnet and Common Kestrel.

At the pools themselves, Matt quickly located a Little Crake, skulking in the pool margins, partially 
hidden for most of the time, affording us only the briefest of glimpses as it passed between gaps in the 
vegetation. We were soon joined by local birding legend Colin Richardson. We continued to scan the 
pools picking up Cattle Egret, Reed Warbler, Sedge Warbler, Moorhen and Little Grebe, before 
flushing a solitary Green Sandpiper and Jack Snipe, both of which flew off in an instant. Suddenly Matt 
called out .ŀƭƭƛƻƴΩǎ Crake, in exactly the same spot as the earlier Little Crake! Overhead we enjoyed 
the sight and sound of screaming Common Swift and Pallid Swift.

Non-avian delights at the pools included Swallowtail, Clouded Yellow and Common Blue butterflies, 
Blue-tailed and Winter Damselflies, Lesser Emperor and Red-veined Dropwing dragonflies, and a 
plethora of croaking Cyprus Frogs. Matt also took time to show us a spectacular Banded Orb Weaver 
Spider, and some of the beautiful wild-flowers such as Adonis Poppy, Crown Daisy and Wild Gladioli.

Next stop was Asprokrenos Dam (N 34 43 40, E 32 33 09), the second largest dam in Cyprus.  From the 
parking area we walked the small copse of pine trees and quickly picked up a very flighty Semi-collared 
Flycatcher, a pair of Great Spotted Cuckoos feeding on moth caterpillars, and our first Hoopoe. On the 
reservoir itself we could make out some distant Yellow-legged Gulls. Sun-bathing on the rocks were 
numerous large Sling-tailed Agamas.

https://dub124.mail.live.com/ol/


Hylatio Tourist Village
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At 1pm it was time to move on. We took the Agiou Epifaniou gravel track (N 34 44 02, E 32 32 55) 
which runs through coastal agricultural fields towards Anarita. Here we added Northern Wheatear, 
Red-throated Pipit, Tree Pipit, Tawny Pipit, Greater Short-toed Lark, White Wagtail, Grey-headed 
Wagtail and Little Owl to our list. We also heard our first Black Francolin calling in the distance and 
caught a glimpse of a Large Black Whip Snake sliding across the road and disappearing in the verge.

Next stop was Mandria Beach (N 34 42 10, E 32 31 31), a well-known migrant hot-spot. As we drove 
the sandy track, we picked up numerous Isabelline Wheatear, Black-eared Wheatear, Northern 
Wheatear and Spanish Sparrow. On the rocky coast we saw Cormorant and Mediterranean Shag.

We continued to Mandria Gardens (N 34 42 28, E 32 31 52), a housing estate currently being 
expanded. We scanned a small muddy pool looking for Hawfinch but drew a blank, rewarded instead 
with a splendid Little Ringed Plover and a hawking Western Marsh Harrier. By a nearby small reservoir 
we picked up another Semi-collared Flycatcher and a very obliging Eastern .ƻƴŜƭƭƛΩǎ Warbler.

We crossed the main A6 road and took the E606 minor road into Anarita Park (N 34 44 50, E 32 30 20). 
Here the habitat quickly changed to rocky, arid hillside and we stopped at an abandoned quarry to 
scan. We quickly picked up our first Cyprus Warbler which put on a magnificent show affording 
everyone excellent views and photo opportunities. It was here we also saw Blue Rock Thrush, Black-
eared Wheatear, the rarer CƛƴǎŎƘΩǎ Wheatear and a Little Owl. Overhead, we watched three distant 
Long-legged Buzzard soar in high circles, plus Sparrowhawk, Jackdaw and Alpine Swift. A surprise 
Robin could be heard calling from the bushes but remained hidden.

At 6pm the sun was fading fast, so it was time to call an end to an amazing day in the field. We had 
boosted our trip list up to 69 species and had plenty to talk about over dinner back at the hotel.

https://dub124.mail.live.com/ol/
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Cyprus Warbler
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.ŀƛƭƭƻƴΩǎ /ǊŀƪŜ

Little Crake
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Cattle Egret

Hoopoe
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Lesser Whitethroat

9ŀǎǘŜǊƴ .ƻƴŜƭƭƛΩǎ ǿŀǊōƭŜǊ

https://dub124.mail.live.com/ol/
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Crested Lark

https://dub124.mail.live.com/ol/
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Great Spotted Cuckoo

https://dub124.mail.live.com/ol/
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Cyprus Wheatear

Isabelline Wheatear
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Northern Wheatear
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Chukar

Barn Swallow
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Little Ringed Plover

https://dub124.mail.live.com/ol/
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Hooded Crow

Mediterranean Shag
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Greater Short-toed Lark

Stone Curlew
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Laughing Dove

https://dub124.mail.live.com/ol/
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Red-throated Pipit

Long-legged Buzzard
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Spanish Sparrow

Semi-collared Flycatcher
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Grey-headed Wagtail

https://dub124.mail.live.com/ol/
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Adonis Poppy Crown Daisy

Wild GladioliSalsify



www.bargainbirdingclub.com

Small White

Clouded Yellow


