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The Somerset Levels
5-7 January 2024
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Common Crane, Spoonbill, Glossy Ibis, Great White Egret, Cattle Egret, Hen Harrier, Marsh Harr
Shorteared Owl, Red Kite, Peregrine, Sparrowhawk, Raven, Fieldfare, Redwing, Pintail, Wigeon,
Water Rail, Golden Plover, Avocet, Snipe, Coal Tit, Marsh Tit, Bearded Tit, Stonechat and Kingfis
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Friday 5 January 202dWWT Steart Marshes & RSPB Swell Wood

Our 2024 schedulestarted with a 3-daytrip to the Somerset_evelsa hotspot
for over-winteringraptors,wadersandwildfowl anda spectaculaStarlingmurmuration

It had rained continuouslyfor what seemedlike weekson end prior to our trip, but during our 4-
hour drive from Kentthe rain stopped,the cloudsparted, and the sun cameout. Our journey en-
route producedaround30 RedKite, plusBuzzardg CollaredDove Herring Gull, Rookand Crow.

We arrived at WWT Steart Marshesjust before 10am and made our way to the overflow car park
Thefootpath to the beachat BridgewaterBaywasflooded (too deepevenfor wellies),so we opted
for awalk alongthe raisedembankmentoverlookingthe marsh

Commonhedgerowbirds camethick and fast and we quickly spotted Linnet, Chaffinch Goldfinch
Greenfinch ReedBunting, Meadow Pipit, Pied Wagtail, Dunnock Stonechat Skylark Chiffchaff
Robin Blackbird HouseSparrow; Starling Jackdaw FeralPigeonand Woodpigeon Drinkingin the
puddleson the pathwe sawSongThrushandFieldfare

As we scannedthe shoreline of BridgewaterBay, we picked up a distant Shorteared Owl being
mobbedby a GreatBlackbackedGull, CommonRedshankTurnstoneand Oystercatcher

We then turned our attentions to scanningthe marsh, adding Marsh Harrier, Sparrowhawk
PeregrineFalcon Lapwing Curlew, GoldenPlover,/ S { \Warbf2g Mallard, Shelduck Mute Swan
Little Grebg Little Egret Coot, Moorhen, GreyHeronand Magpie. We alsoenjoyeddistant viewsof
flying CommonCrang Spoonbilland Cormorant

At 12noon we headedto the main car park for lunch, then took a steady2-hour walk around the
reserve,adding Raven Teal Wigeon Shoveler Gadwall Redwing Great Spotted Woodpecker
Wren, Avocet Snipe Dunlin, GreenSandpiper CanadaGooseandBlackheadedGullto our list.

At 2pm we left SteartMarshesand circumnavigatedhe flooded roads, eventuallyarrivingat RSPB
Swell Wood just before 3pm. On the flooded levelsbelow the great wood, we located 6 bugling
CommonCranestheir iconiccallechoingacrossthe valley,plus11 GreatWhite Egrets

Backat the reservecar park we spent the last hour of daylight watching a successioron birds
investigatethe nearemptyfeeders We noted Marsh Tit, CoalTit, BlueTit, GreatTit and Nuthatch.

At 4pm we calledanendto day1l andheadedto Streetto checkin to TheBearinnfor 2 nights
Atthe endof day 1, our trip wasarespectabler0 bird speciesplusWease| RoeDeerand RedFox

TheGreatCranesProject

The project beganin 2009 and the first wild-breedingCraneswere recordedin 2015 It is hopedto
have20 breedingpairsby 2025 Youcanlearnmore aboutthis projectby clickinghere.
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http://www.thegreatcraneproject.org.uk/project/return-cranes

Mute Swan
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Chiffchaff
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Stonechat
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Saturday 6 January 2024Greylake, Ham Wall and Shapwick Heath

Breakfastat 8am then we were on the road and headingfor RSPBGreylake 2 S (pR-arrangedto
meet up with friend andfellow bird guideHowardVaughnwho wasalsoleadinga grouparoundthe
Somerset_evelsthis weekend We joined forcesin the car park knowingmore eyesand earswould
meanwe would all seeandhearmore.

As we walked towards the hideswe hearda Wa |j dzS hojsécgrangfrom the reedbedswhich
soundedlike a distressedWater Rail Howardeducatedus all and pointed out that it wasindeedthe
callof an Otter! Despitescanninghe reedswe failedto connectwith thisiconicaquaticmammal

We continued on to the pair of hideswhich overlookthe flooded meadowwhich usedto be the
location of the ShapwickAllotments Here there where literally thousandsof Wigeon, Teal and
Lapwingjnterspersedwith hundredsof ShovelerPintail, Gadwall,GoldenPlover,Dunlinand Snipe

Everynow andthen a MarshHarrierhawkedover the floodplain,forcingthe ducksto swimtowards
the reedymarginsfor cover,andthe wadersto take to the air seekingsanctuaryin the middle of the
flock. We marvelledas GoldenPloverswirled in the morning sunshine flashingtheir white bellies
and goldenbackson eachturn. Whenthe dangerpassedthe waderslandedand the ducksswam
backout in the opento continuefeeding

At 10am we started to makeour way backto the car park when we heardbuglingCommonCranes
Scanningn the generaldirectionwe eventuallypickedup a pair of Cranesn the distance

We movedon to HamWall and gatheredin the carparkto scanthe Aldertrees. Herewe pickedout
Siskin Longtailed Tit and Chiffchaff | 2 & | §MBu@&ere keento look for the rare Ringnecked
Duck,scanningrom the old railway bridge. Theearly morningsunmadeviewingdifficult. | 2 ¢ I NR
groupperseveredout my groupwere keento explorethe restof HamWall.

We followed the main hardstandingpath that runsparallelwith GlastonburyCanaltakingin the two
viewpoints and were rewarded with fleeting glimpsesof Bittern, Bearded Tit and Goldcrest
GCommonwoodlandbirds providedphotographyopportunitiesand Carolhandfed the Robins Marsh
Harriersquartered the distant reedbeds,and we added Pochard Tufted Duck GreylagGooseand
LesseBlackbackedGullto our trip list. Thecanalpath wasflooded so we retracedour route back
to the carpark,reconnectingvith | 2 ¢ | hdu@whoK | R yia@apgedo locatethe duck

At 2pm we all moved on to ShapwickHeath where a walk to Noah'sHide produced Kingfisher
Great CrestedGrebeand large numbersof Pintail We alsohad the briefest of glimpsesof an Otter
which poppedup in front of the hide but disappearedunder the water againthe secondit sawus,
slappingts tail onthe water in protest.

At 4pm we took up position with hundredsof other like-mindedfolk (includingMike Dilgerand his
pals)to watch an amazingsunsetover the reed bed ashundredsof thousandsof Starlingscameinto
roost. A perfectendto anothergreatdayin the field. We marchedbackto the carparkat 5pm.

After 2 days,our bird list hasnow grownto 82 species
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Golden Plover & Lapwing
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Glastonbury Tor viewed from Ham Wall
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Canada Geese ,, |

Great White Egret
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Great Tit



