www.bargainbirdingclub.com

Kruger Birds and Mammals Tour
14 ¢ 26 November 2023

Guide JeanPierre Le Roux, supported by Richard Hanman.

Participants Tom Clarke, Nigel Trower, Maggie Ward,
Dawn Tierney, Tim Rea, James Taylor and Roger Parker.
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Tuesday 14 November 2023Travel to Johannesburg:

Followinga mind-blowing personaltrip to South Africa last year, we were super
excited to run our first Bargain Birding Club trip to this amazingcountry as our
inauguralBirdsand Mammalsof TheKrugerNational Parktour.

Workingin partnershipwith localexpertsat[ | ¢ a 3afaflsave securedthe services
of JeanPierreLeRoux South! ¥ NJpré€nhiete®irding guidefor our 12-daytrip.

KrugerNational Parkis South! T NJat@és@amereserve,covering19,500 sg km,
making it similar in sizeto Wales It is home to Whe Big 5Q(lion, leopard, rhino,
elephantandbuffalo)andalsoboastsover500speciesof bird.

Our trip began with an 11-hour overnight British Airways flight from London
Heathrowto O RTamboairportin Johannesburgarrivingat 7.25am localtime.

Wednesdayl5 November2023¢ Transferto Dullstroom:

We met JeanPierre (JP)at the airport and transferredto the minibus, W (i A G (FAF\
FeralPigeon Little Swift, CommonMyna, Grey-headedSparrowand HouseSparrow

We took the N12 motorway for 30 minutesto RondevleiPan Drivingthe sandytrack
to the wateringhole we quicklypickedup Blackwinged Kite, Longtailed Widowhbird,
White-winged Widowbird, African Stonechat African Pipit, Cape Sparrow, Cape
Wagtail, Speckled Pigeon Barn Swallow, White-rumped Swift, Helmeted
Guineafow| Cattle Egret Sacredbis, Hadadalbis and SouthernMaskedWeaver.

At the pan itself, we set up the scopesand scannedthe edgesand the open water.
New speciescame thick and fast ¢ Greater Flamingq LesserFlamingq Southern
Pochard CapeShoveler Redbilled Teal MaccoaDuck Yellow-billed Duck Egyptian
Goose Spurwinged Goose Redknobbed Coot, Blacknecked Grebe Whiskered
Tern Blackwinged Stilt, Blacksmith Plover, Hamerkop Blackheaded Heron
GreyHeron, GreatWhite Egretand White-breastedCormorant

After an hour, we retraced our route alongthe sandytrack backto the motorway,
stoppingto observe South African CIiff Swallow, Greater Striped Swallow, Capped
Wheatear, Redbilled Quelea Pintailed Whydah, Fantailed Widowbird, Speckled
Mousebird, SouthernRedBishop SouthernFiscalShrikeand[ S @1 A Cidtitod (1 Q &

Ourfirst mammalof the trip wasa YellowMongoose
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https://www.lawsons-africa.co.za/
https://www.inspirationalnatureguiding.com/
https://www.sanparks.org/parks/kruger
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Greater & Lesser Flamingo

Spurwinged Goose
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Speckled Pigeon
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We rejoined the motorway and continuedto Alzu Petroport for lunch Thisunique
servicestation on the N4 hasa raisedviewingplatform overlookinga captivewildlife
collectionof White Rhino,CapeBuffalo,RedHartebeest PlainsZebra,SableAntelope,
Waterbuckand Ostrichc YouR 2 ys€kthat at Clacket_aneServicesn the M25!

Birdwise,we addedGreyheadedGull and had good closeviewsof SpeckledPigeon,
SouthernRedBishop,SouthernMaskedWeaverand GreaterStripedSwallow

Suitablynourished,we continued on to Dullstroom, a smalltown on the Highveld
Plateaulooking very much like it belongedin the ScottishHighlands,complete with

fly-fishing lakes,whiskeybars and mountainbiking routes. New birds added on the

way were Longcreated Eagle GabarGoshawk African Hawk Eagle SteppeBuzzard
CapeCrow, PiedStarling Redwinged Starlingand Yellow-crownedBishop

At 3pm we checkedin to The Old Transvaalinn for one night. We re-grouped1 hour
later and drove to nearby Verloren Valei Nature Reserve We took the rough,
ascendingirack and boosted our mammallist with sightingsof Oryx, Grey Rhebok
Blesbok and CommonDuiker.

We saw JackalBuzzard RingneckedDove, White-throated Swallow; Yellow Bishop
Streakyheaded Seedeateyb A O K 2 Pipit2Gage&anary CuckoeFinch Common
Waxbill, Bokmakierig African Olive Pigeon RedcappedLark Little Grebg Wattled
Lapwing Lazy Cisticola Wing-snapping Cisticolg Cape Longclaw Mountain
Wheatear, BandedMartin, PiedKingfishey Malachite Sunbird CapeRobinChatand
Buff-streakedChat

At 7pmwe returnedto Dullstroomfor a fabulousdinnerat Mrs. { A Y LJaestgufaat

Ourspeciedist at the end of day 1 was81 birdsand5 wild mammals
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http://www.verlorenvalei.org.za/
https://mrssimpsons.co.za/

Verloren Valei Nature Reserve
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Blesbok Grey Rhebok
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Bokmakierie
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VR B Al Raitalslirel African Olive Pigeon
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Thursday 16 November 2023Drive Dullstroom to Satara:

At 6am (a lay in comparedto our daily routine oncein Kruger),we re-groupedfor a
short drive southon the R540to the approachtrackto LakeHeron Onthe grassland
plainswe pickedup a pair of rare Blue Crane(the national bird of SouthAfrica)and
African Spoonbill Otherbirds seenwere CapeCanaryand PiedStarling

We returnedto Dullstroomfor a drive aroundthe leafy edgeof town. Herewe picked
up CapeWeaver, Redfaced Mousebird, Diederik Cuckoq Redcollared Widowbird,
DrakensburgPrinia, Blackheaded Oriole, Dark-capped Bulbul, Olive Thrush Cape
White-eye, African ParadiseFlycatcher AmethystSunbirdand RedeyedDove

At 7.30am we packedup the trailer, checkedout of our guest house and popped
acrossthe road to Anvil Ale Housefor a coffee, made all the better with excellent
viewsof GreaterDoubleCollaredSunbirdfeedingon flowersin the garden

Timethen to boardthe minibusand headnorth on the R540with a few birding stops
on the way to Orpen Gate First stop was SantaLakewhere we were treated to an
amazingoverheadflight by a JackaBuzzardAlsopresentwere GiantKingfisher Reed
(Longtailed) Cormorantand GreatWhite Egret

We continuedon the R36 through the townshipsof Lydenbergand Ohrigstad adding
LaughingDove, Pied Crow, White-browed Sparrow Weaver, Blue Waxbill, Brown-
hooded Kingfisher African Palm Swift, White-neckedRavenand SouthernBald Ibis.
We alsohadour first (of many)sightingsof ChacmaBaboonsand VervetMonkeys

We crossedthe state border from Mpumalangato Limpopo, driving through the
scenicAbel ErasmusPasswhich follows the Olifants Riverinto the vast Blyde River
agricultural plain. Here huge areas of land are given over to Citrus and Mango
orchards,cerealcropsand cabbagdields. Ourbird list continuedto grow with African
HarrierHawkand Yellow-billed Kite.

At 11am we stoppedfor brunch at Hoedspruit addingBronze Mannikin and a few
dragonflyspeciegestingin a drainagechannel Fedand watered, we were soonback
on the road and continuedour journeyto OrpenGatewhere we switchedvehiclesto
a purposebuilt 9-seateropensidedsafaritruck. At 2pm our Krugersafaribegunas
we took the 50-mile (2-hour) H7 OrpenSataratarmacroadto SataraRestCamp

We quickly picked up CapeVulture, Magpie Shrikg Forktailed Drongg Redbilled
Oxpecker Yellow-billed Oxpecker Rattling Cisticolaand Sabotal ark

Bargain Birding Club






