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Tuesday 14 November 2023 ς Travel to Johannesburg:

Following a mind-blowing personal trip to South Africa last year, we were super-
excited to run our first Bargain Birding Club trip to this amazing country as our 
inaugural Birds and Mammals of The Kruger National Park tour.

Working in partnership with local experts at [ŀǿǎƻƴΩǎ Safaris, we secured the services 
of Jean-Pierre Le Roux, South !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ premiere birding guide for our 12-day trip.

Kruger National Park is South !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ largest game reserve, covering 19,500 sq. km, 
making it similar in size to Wales. It is home to ΨThe Big 5Ω (lion, leopard, rhino, 
elephant and buffalo) and also boasts over 500 species of bird.

Our trip began with an 11-hour overnight British Airways flight from London 
Heathrow to O R Tambo airport in Johannesburg, arriving at 7.25am local time. 

Wednesday 15 November 2023 ς Transfer to Dullstroom:

We met Jean-Pierre (JP) at the airport and transferred to the minibus, ΨǘƛŎƪƛƴƎ ƻŦŦΩ 
Feral Pigeon, Little Swift, Common Myna, Grey-headed Sparrow and House Sparrow.

We took the N12 motorway for 30 minutes to Rondevlei Pan. Driving the sandy track 
to the watering hole we quickly picked up Black-winged Kite, Long-tailed Widowbird, 
White-winged Widowbird, African Stonechat, African Pipit, Cape Sparrow, Cape 
Wagtail, Speckled Pigeon, Barn Swallow, White-rumped Swift, Helmeted 
Guineafowl, Cattle Egret, Sacred Ibis, Hadada Ibis and Southern Masked Weaver.

At the pan itself, we set up the scopes and scanned the edges and the open water. 
New species came thick and fast ς Greater Flamingo, Lesser Flamingo, Southern 
Pochard, Cape Shoveler, Red-billed Teal, Maccoa Duck, Yellow-billed Duck, Egyptian 
Goose, Spur-winged Goose, Red-knobbed Coot, Black-necked Grebe, Whiskered 
Tern, Black-winged Stilt, Blacksmith Plover, Hamerkop, Black-headed Heron,         
Grey Heron, Great White Egret and White-breasted Cormorant.

After an hour, we retraced our route along the sandy track back to the motorway, 
stopping to observe South African Cliff Swallow, Greater Striped Swallow, Capped 
Wheatear, Red-billed Quelea, Pin-tailed Whydah, Fan-tailed Widowbird, Speckled 
Mousebird, Southern Red Bishop, Southern Fiscal Shrike and [ŜǾŀƛƭƭŀƴǘΩǎ Cisticola.

Our first mammal of the trip was a Yellow Mongoose.

https://www.lawsons-africa.co.za/
https://www.inspirationalnatureguiding.com/
https://www.sanparks.org/parks/kruger
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Pin-tailed Whydah
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Greater Flamingo
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Greater & Lesser Flamingo

Grey Heron Spur-winged Goose
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Southern Fiscal Grey-headed Gull

Speckled Mousebird African Stonechat

[ŜǾŀƛƭƭŀƴǘΩǎ /ƛǎǘƛŎƻƭŀ
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Southern Red Bishop
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Southern Masked Weaver
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Speckled Pigeon

Greater Striped Swallow
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We rejoined the motorway and continued to Alzu Petroport for lunch. This unique 
service station on the N4 has a raised viewing platform overlooking a captive wildlife 
collection of White Rhino, Cape Buffalo, Red Hartebeest, Plains Zebra, Sable Antelope, 
Waterbuck and Ostrich ς You ŘƻƴΩǘ see that at Clacket Lane Services on the M25! 

Bird-wise, we added Grey-headed Gull and had good close views of Speckled Pigeon, 
Southern Red Bishop, Southern Masked Weaver and Greater Striped Swallow.

Suitably nourished, we continued on to Dullstroom, a small town on the Highveld 
Plateau looking very much like it belonged in the Scottish Highlands, complete with 
fly-fishing lakes, whiskey bars and mountain-biking routes. New birds added on the 
way were Long-created Eagle, Gabar Goshawk, African Hawk Eagle, Steppe Buzzard, 
Cape Crow, Pied Starling, Red-winged Starling and Yellow-crowned Bishop.

At 3pm we checked in to The Old Transvaal Inn for one night. We re-grouped 1 hour 
later and drove to nearby Verloren Valei Nature Reserve. We took the rough, 
ascending track and boosted our mammal list with sightings of Oryx, Grey Rhebok, 
Blesbok, and Common Duiker.

We saw Jackal Buzzard, Ring-necked Dove, White-throated Swallow, Yellow Bishop, 
Streaky-headed Seedeater, bƛŎƘƻƭǎƻƴΩǎ Pipit, Cape Canary, Cuckoo-Finch, Common 
Waxbill, Bokmakierie, African Olive Pigeon, Red-capped Lark, Little Grebe, Wattled 
Lapwing, Lazy Cisticola, Wing-snapping Cisticola, Cape Longclaw, Mountain 
Wheatear, Banded Martin, Pied Kingfisher, Malachite Sunbird, Cape Robin Chat and 
Buff-streaked Chat.

At 7pm we returned to Dullstroom for a fabulous dinner at Mrs. {ƛƳǇǎƻƴΩǎ restaurant.
Our species list at the end of day 1 was 81 birds and 5 wild mammals. 

http://www.verlorenvalei.org.za/
https://mrssimpsons.co.za/
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Verloren Valei Nature Reserve

Verloren Valei Nature Reserve
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Or is it over there?

Is it over here?
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Oryx
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Oryx
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Blesbok

Yellow Mongoose
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Grey Rhebok
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Common Waxbill

Cuckoo-Finch

Wing-snapping Cisticola

Bokmakierie Cape Robin Chat
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Banded Martin

Malachite Sunbird African Olive Pigeon
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Yellow-billed Duck
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Thursday 16 November 2023 ς Drive Dullstroom to Satara:

At 6am (a lay in compared to our daily routine once in Kruger), we re-grouped for a 
short drive south on the R540 to the approach track to Lake Heron. On the grassland 
plains we picked up a pair of rare Blue Crane (the national bird of South Africa) and 
African Spoonbill. Other birds seen were Cape Canary and Pied Starling.

We returned to Dullstroom for a drive around the leafy edge of town. Here we picked 
up Cape Weaver, Red-faced Mousebird, Diederik Cuckoo, Red-collared Widowbird, 
Drakensburg Prinia, Black-headed Oriole, Dark-capped Bulbul, Olive Thrush, Cape 
White-eye, African Paradise Flycatcher, Amethyst Sunbird and Red-eyed Dove.

At 7.30am we packed up the trailer, checked out of our guest house and popped 
across the road to Anvil Ale House for a coffee, made all the better with excellent 
views of Greater Double Collared Sunbird feeding on flowers in the garden.

Time then to board the minibus and head north on the R540 with a few birding stops 
on the way to Orpen Gate. First stop was Santa Lake where we were treated to an 
amazing overhead flight by a Jackal Buzzard. Also present were Giant Kingfisher, Reed 
(Long-tailed) Cormorant and Great White Egret.

We continued on the R36 through the townships of Lydenberg and Ohrigstad, adding 
Laughing Dove, Pied Crow, White-browed Sparrow Weaver, Blue Waxbill, Brown-
hooded Kingfisher, African Palm Swift, White-necked Raven and Southern Bald Ibis.  
We also had our first (of many) sightings of Chacma Baboons and Vervet Monkeys.

We crossed the state border from Mpumalanga to Limpopo, driving through the 
scenic Abel Erasmus Pass which follows the Olifants River into the vast Blyde River 
agricultural plain. Here huge areas of land are given over to Citrus and Mango 
orchards, cereal crops and cabbage fields. Our bird list continued to grow with African 
Harrier Hawk and Yellow-billed Kite.

At 11am we stopped for brunch at Hoedspruit, adding Bronze Mannikin and a few 
dragonfly species resting in a drainage channel. Fed and watered, we were soon back 
on the road and continued our journey to Orpen Gate where we switched vehicles to 
a purpose-built 9-seater open-sided safari truck. At 2pm our Kruger safari begun as 
we took the 50-mile (2-hour) H7 Orpen-Satara tarmac road to Satara Rest Camp.

We quickly picked up Cape Vulture, Magpie Shrike, Fork-tailed Drongo, Red-billed 
Oxpecker, Yellow-billed Oxpecker, Rattling Cisticola and Sabota Lark.
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Misty morning in Dullstroom

Blue Crane


