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Camargue tdhe Pyrenes
12¢ 17 Sept. 2023

Golden Eagle, Booted Eagle, Shidrz SR 91 3t S . 2y StftAQa 9 3fS> D2akKlegl=
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Little Bustard, Grey Pelican, Greater Flamingo, White Stork, Glossy Ibis,-Bfagkned night Heron, Purple Swamphen,
Blackwinged Stilt, Wood Sandpiper, Curlew Sandpiper, Green Sandpiper, Spotted Redshank, Greenshank, Ruff, Avc

Blacktailed Godwit, Kingfisher, Blue Rock Thrush, Black Redstart, Wheatear, Whinchat, Cirl Bunting, Great Spotted Ci

Crag Martin, Spotted Flycatcher, Roller, Beater, Crested Lark, Zitting Cisticola, Sardinian Warbler and-&pme Warbler.
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Our 5.55am flight from Gatwickto Montpellier left on time and we toucheddown in
the southof Francgust before 9amlocaltime.

After collectingour minibus,we were quicklyon the road and headingto the Pontdu
GauOrnithologicalParkinthe Wt S €amargu@arrivingat 10.30am.

A steady 2-hour ramble around the 3km eastern loop of this fabulous reserve
deliveredWhite Stork, Greater Flamingq Blackcrowned Night Heron, Grey Heron,
Little Egret Cattle Egret Great White Egret Purple Swamphen Coot, Moorhen,
Cormorant Mute Swan Mallard, Gadwall Lapwing Crow, Common Whitethroat,
Chiffchaff/ S (i \Warbi®& Linnet, BarnSwallow, HouseMartin and SandMartin.

It wasalsogreatto seenumerousCoypuc alarge,odd-lookingaquaticmammal

After lunch,half the groupoptedto stayandobservethe mainpool from the shadeof
the on-site cafe Therest of us opted for the longer 4km walk around the western
loop of the reservewhich producedSouthern Grey Shrikg CommonTern, Pochard
and a plethora of waders- Avocet, Blackwinged Stilt, Blacktailed Godwit, Curlew
Sandpiper Wood Sandpiper Common Sandpiper Common Redshank Spotted
RedshankGreenshankRuff, CommonSnipe RingedPloverandLittle RingedPlover.

We re-groupedat 4pm and drove alongthe 12km Draille des5 Gorgestrack from Les
cabanegle Cacharehorseriding centre,to the Domainede Mejanesblackbull ranch

Lastyear,almostto the day,this track producedBlackStork,EuropeanRoller,Hoopoe
andCrestedLark Howeverthe tracksidemarshandlagoonsthis yearwere dry and so
we hadto makedo with White Wagtailand distantviewsof GreaterFlamingo

At 5pm we re-thought our plan and headedto the nearbyMusseede la CamargueA
short walk by Canaldu Pont de Roustyto the water tower and back produced
Kingfisherand Spotted Flycatcher Non-avianhighlightsincluded Painted Lady, Bath
White and Silverspotted Skipperbutterflies, plus LesserfEmperorand ScarletDarter
dragonflies Numeroustiny Marsh Frogsinhabiteda smallpool by the water tower.

At 6pm we headedfor our hotel in Arles,happywith the 50 bird speciesseensofar,

by the time ¢ S Gided in the ubiquitous Collared Dove, Woodpigeon Jackdawy
Magpieg, BlackheadedGull, CommonStarling GoldfinchandHouseSparrow
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Greater Flamingo
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Greater Flamingo
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Greater Flamingo
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Blackcrowned Night Heron
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Grey Heron
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Grey Heron

Grey Heron
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Scarlet Darter (fema
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Wednesday 13 2028 LeCrausteppeand LesAlpilles:

Breakfastat 6.30am and then we were on the road by 7am to meet up with local
guideFredericBouvet,who g S @re-bookedthrough https://www .quide-nature.fr/

We had some specifictarget birds today which we knew were difficult to locate
(having tried previously and failed), so we were very grateful of C NS R Soddl O ¢
knowledgeand perfect English

Ourrendezvougoint wasthe A54/ D5 roundaboutjust eastof SaintMartin-de-Crau
Alsowith us, for just 1 day,wasan Americanbirder (TimWilliams)g K 2 dsBbooked
Frederic First stop was a rough area of ground near a military ammunitionsstore,
southon the D5 nearthe Maison Leydierolive oil productionsite. Herewe had good
views of 8 x EuropeanRoller hawkingabove a distant tree line, as well as Hobby,
Common Kestrel Northern Wheatear, a very distant Osprey an equally distant
9 f S| yraldhhpfusiCornBunting, Skylarkand Feral Pigeon Onthe oppositeside
of the road, we followed a short track pasta solarfarm and had an amazingjuvenile
GreatSpottedCuckodly acrosghe pathin front of us. Whata greatstart to the day!

Next stop was the foothills of LesAlpilles We took the D17 between Mouries and
Aurielle and stoppedto watch a flock of c. 100 EuropeanBeeeaters as they were
disturbedfrom their overnightroost by a low-flying helicopter Aswe scanneda field
containingc. 50 Cattle Egret, Fredericshouted dLittle BustarcE just as 3 birds flew
briefly at the far side of the field before droppingout of sight After 10 minutes of
scanningNigel was the first to relocate them with his bins The birds were very
distant, and the heathazeR A RhéI@, iut everyonestill managedgood scopeviews
of 3 femalesof this iconictarget bird.

At 12noonwe reluctantlyleft the steppeand headedhigherup into the hills via D27A

to Chateaudes Bauxde-Provence After eventuallyfinding a parking spacefor the

minibus, we avoidedthe crowdsand embarkedon a short walk alongthe Chemins
des Tremaisat the baseof the medievalfortress, peering up the imposingcliffs. It

g | & yoapibefore we connectedwith elusive views Raven Black Redstart Crag
Martin, BlueRockThrushand SardinianWarbler plusBlue Tit and GreatTit.

Butterflieswere plentiful and easierto see We noted Swallowtail, SpanishFestoon

Painted Lady SouthernWhite Admiral and Wall Brown, plus a few Blue and White
specieswe failedto identify in the field.
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After lunch,we took a shortdrive to Parkingde la Caume then took the scenicwalk
throughthe pinesto the Rockwith TwoHole<}LeRocherdesDeuxTrous.

We couldhear crestsandetits in the tree-tops, so opted to playthe call of CrestedTit.
Almost instantly two inquisitive birds appearedabove our heads As we followed
them throughthe canopywe alsopickedup Firecresf Goldcrestand Longtailed Tit.

We continued to the W ¢ ¢gHdle w 2 Ovanfage point and marvelled at the distant
views acrossthe RhoneValleyto the Palacede la Popesin Avignon,20 miles away
A pair of Ravencronkedoverheadthen perchedon a rock, dwarfedin the landscape
We spent 30 minutes scanningthe skiesin the hope of seeingbirds of prey. At 4pm,
half the group opted to retrace our descentbackto the car park, addingSubalpine
Warbler and Chaffinchon the way. Nigel and Fredericopted to stay for 5 extra
minutesandwere rewardedwith distantviewsof apairof. 2 y SEafjleg &v@some!

We re-groupedand continued backto the car park, stoppingto admire a beautiful
greenandred, Broadbordered BeeHawkMoth and RedleggedPartridge

At 5pm we consideredour options and drove 30 minutesto ParkingPeaude Meau
back on the Le Crausteppe On arrival we could see hunters were out shooting,
curtailing any chance of seeing Stone Curlew or Pintailed Sandgrouse Our
disappointment was somewhat offset with distant views of hunting Redfooted
FalconandLesseiKestrel plusWhinchatand NorthernWheatear

We finished the day at a secretlocation listening
to EagleOwl and TawnyOwl callingto eachother,
but it wastoo darkfor usto actuallyseethem.

At 8.30pm the light faded fasts so we spent the
last 30 minutes watchingbats before the mozzies
started biting. A greatday (14 hours)in the field,
takingour trip list up to 82 speciesafter 2 days

Many thanks to Frederic Bouvet, we @ 2 dzf Ry Qi
have seen half the birds we saw today without

your expertlocalknowledge| S NE®gldgwe get

to bird with youagainnextyeat

Frederic Bouvet
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