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Golden Eagle, Booted Eagle, Short-ǘƻŜŘ 9ŀƎƭŜΣ .ƻƴŜƭƭƛΩǎ 9ŀƎƭŜΣ DƻǎƘŀǿƪΣ {ǇŀǊǊƻǿƘŀǿƪΣ DǊƛŦŦƻƴ ±ǳƭǘǳǊŜΣ .ƭŀŎƪ YƛǘŜΣ wŜŘ YƛǘŜΣ 
Osprey, Marsh Harrier, Red-ŦƻƻǘŜŘ CŀƭŎƻƴΣ 9ƭŜŀƴƻǊŀΩǎ CŀƭŎƻƴΣ IƻōōȅΣ [ŜǎǎŜǊ YŜǎǘǊŜƭΣ DǊŜŀǘ DǊŜȅ {ƘǊƛƪŜΣ wŀǾŜƴΣ CƛǊŜŎǊŜǎǘΣ
Little Bustard, Grey Pelican, Greater Flamingo, White Stork, Glossy Ibis, Black-crowned night Heron, Purple Swamphen,           
Black-winged Stilt, Wood Sandpiper, Curlew Sandpiper, Green Sandpiper, Spotted Redshank, Greenshank, Ruff, Avocet,              

Black-tailed Godwit, Kingfisher, Blue Rock Thrush, Black Redstart, Wheatear, Whinchat, Cirl Bunting, Great Spotted Cuckoo, 
Crag Martin, Spotted Flycatcher, Roller, Bee-eater, Crested Lark, Zitting Cisticola, Sardinian Warbler and Sub-alpine Warbler.
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Tuesday 12 September 2023 ς Ψ[Ŝ tŜǘƛǘŜ /ŀƳŀǊƎǳŜΩΣ CǊŀƴŎŜΥ

Our 5.55am flight from Gatwick to Montpellier left on time and we touched down in 
the south of France just before 9am local time. 

After collecting our minibus, we were quickly on the road and heading to the Pont du 
Gau Ornithological Park in the ΨtŜǘƛǘŜΩ Camargue, arriving at 10.30am.

A steady 2-hour ramble around the 3km eastern loop of this fabulous reserve 
delivered White Stork, Greater Flamingo, Black-crowned Night Heron, Grey Heron, 
Little Egret, Cattle Egret, Great White Egret, Purple Swamphen, Coot, Moorhen, 
Cormorant, Mute Swan, Mallard, Gadwall, Lapwing, Crow, Common Whitethroat, 
Chiffchaff, /ŜǘǘƛΩǎ Warbler, Linnet, Barn Swallow, House Martin and Sand Martin.

It was also great to see numerous Coypu ς a large, odd-looking aquatic mammal.

After lunch, half the group opted to stay and observe the main pool from the shade of 
the on-site cafe. The rest of us opted for the longer 4km walk around the western 
loop of the reserve which produced Southern Grey Shrike, Common Tern, Pochard, 
and a plethora of waders - Avocet, Black-winged Stilt, Black-tailed Godwit, Curlew 
Sandpiper, Wood Sandpiper, Common Sandpiper, Common Redshank, Spotted 
Redshank, Greenshank, Ruff, Common Snipe, Ringed Plover and Little Ringed Plover.

We re-grouped at 4pm and drove along the 12km Draille des 5 Gorges track from Les 
cabanes de Cacharel horse riding centre, to the Domaine de Mejanes black bull ranch. 

Last year, almost to the day, this track produced Black Stork, European Roller, Hoopoe 
and Crested Lark. However, the trackside marsh and lagoons this year were dry and so 
we had to make do with White Wagtail and distant views of Greater Flamingo.

At 5pm we re-thought our plan and headed to the nearby Mussee de la Camargue. A 
short walk by Canal du Pont de Rousty to the water tower and back produced 
Kingfisher and Spotted Flycatcher. Non-avian highlights included Painted Lady, Bath 
White and Silver-spotted Skipper butterflies, plus Lesser Emperor and Scarlet Darter 
dragonflies. Numerous tiny Marsh Frogs inhabited a small pool by the water tower.

At 6pm we headed for our hotel in Arles, happy with the 50 bird species seen so far, 
by the time ǿŜΩŘ added in the ubiquitous Collared Dove, Woodpigeon, Jackdaw, 
Magpie, Black-headed Gull, Common Starling, Goldfinch and House Sparrow.
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Greater Flamingo
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Greater Flamingo

Greater Flamingo
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Greater Flamingo



Black-crowned Night Heron
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Common Snipe

Black-winged Stilt Black-tailed Godwit

Avocet

Common Redshank

Curlew Sandpiper

Common Sandpiper
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Ruff

Greenshank

Wood Sandpiper

Spotted Redshank
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Little Ringed Plover

Little Ringed Plover
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Grey Heron
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Grey Heron

Grey Heron
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White Stork

Common Whitethroat

House Sparrow
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Camargue White Horse

Coypu



Scarlet Darter (female) Scarlet Darter (male)

Lesser Emperor Marsh Frog

Painted Lady Silver-spotted Skipper
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Wednesday 13 2023 ς Le Crau steppe and Les Alpilles:

Breakfast at 6.30am and then we were on the road by 7am to meet up with local 
guide Frederic Bouvet, who ǿŜΩŘ pre-booked through https://www .guide-nature.fr/  

We had some specific target birds today which we knew were difficult to locate 
(having tried previously and failed), so we were very grateful of CǊŜŘŜǊƛŎΩǎ local 
knowledge and perfect English.

Our rendezvous point was the A54 /  D5 roundabout just east of Saint-Martin-de-Crau. 
Also with us, for just 1 day, was an American birder (Tim Williams) ǿƘƻΩŘ also booked 
Frederic. First stop was a rough area of ground near a military ammunitions store, 
south on the D5 near the Maison Leydier olive oil production site. Here we had good 
views of 8 x European Roller hawking above a distant tree line, as well as Hobby, 
Common Kestrel, Northern Wheatear, a very distant Osprey, an equally distant 
9ƭŜŀƴƻǊŀΩǎ Falcon plus Corn Bunting, Skylark and Feral Pigeon. On the opposite side 
of the road, we followed a short track past a solar farm and had an amazing, juvenile 
Great Spotted Cuckoo fly across the path in front of us. What a great start to the day!

Next stop was the foothills of Les Alpilles. We took the D17 between Mouries and 
Aurielle and stopped to watch a flock of c. 100 European Bee-eaters as they were 
disturbed from their overnight roost by a low-flying helicopter. As we scanned a field 
containing c. 50 Cattle Egret, Frederic shouted άLittle Bustardέ just as 3 birds flew 
briefly at the far side of the field before dropping out of sight. After 10 minutes of 
scanning Nigel was the first to relocate them with his bins. The birds were very 
distant, and the heat haze ŘƛŘƴΩǘ help, but everyone still managed good scope views 
of 3 females of this iconic target bird.

At 12noon we reluctantly left the steppe and headed higher up into the hills via D27A 
to Chateau des Baux-de-Provence. After eventually finding a parking space for the 
minibus, we avoided the crowds and embarked on a short walk along the Chemins 
des Tremais at the base of the medieval fortress, peering up the imposing cliffs. It 
ǿŀǎƴΩǘ long before we connected with elusive views Raven, Black Redstart, Crag 
Martin, Blue Rock Thrush and Sardinian Warbler plus Blue Tit and Great Tit.

Butterflies were plentiful and easier to see. We noted Swallowtail, Spanish Festoon, 
Painted Lady, Southern White Admiral and Wall Brown, plus a few Blue and White 
species we failed to identify in the field.

https://www.guide-nature.fr/
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Les Alpilles

Les Alpilles
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After lunch, we took a short drive to Parking de la Caume, then took the scenic walk 
through the pines to the ΨRock with Two HolesΩ (Le Rocher des Deux Trous).

We could hear crests and tits in the tree-tops, so opted to play the call of Crested Tit. 
Almost instantly two inquisitive birds appeared above our heads. As we followed 
them through the canopy, we also picked up Firecrest, Goldcrest and Long-tailed Tit.

We continued to the Ψ¢ǿƻ Hole wƻŎƪΩ vantage point and marvelled at the distant 
views across the Rhone Valley to the Palace de la Popes in Avignon, 20 miles away.     
A pair of Raven cronked overhead then perched on a rock, dwarfed in the landscape. 
We spent 30 minutes scanning the skies in the hope of seeing birds of prey. At 4pm, 
half the group opted to retrace our descent back to the car park, adding Sub-alpine 
Warbler and Chaffinch on the way. Nigel and Frederic opted to stay for 5 extra 
minutes and were rewarded with distant views of a pair of .ƻƴŜƭƭƛΩǎ Eagle ς awesome!

We re-grouped and continued back to the car park, stopping to admire a beautiful 
green and red, Broad-bordered Bee Hawk Moth and Red-legged Partridge.

At 5pm we considered our options and drove 30 minutes to Parking Peau de Meau 
back on the Le Crau steppe. On arrival we could see hunters were out shooting, 
curtailing any chance of seeing Stone Curlew or Pin-tailed Sandgrouse. Our 
disappointment was somewhat offset with distant views of hunting Red-footed 
Falcon and Lesser Kestrel, plus Whinchat and Northern Wheatear.

We finished the day at a secret location listening 
to Eagle Owl and Tawny Owl calling to each other, 
but it was too dark for us to actually see them. 

At 8.30pm the light faded fasts so we spent the 
last 30 minutes watching bats before the mozzies 
started biting. A great day (14 hours) in the field, 
taking our trip list up to 82 species after 2 days.

Many thanks to Frederic Bouvet, we ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ 
have seen half the birds we saw today without 
your expert local knowledge. IŜǊŜΩǎ hoping we get 
to bird with you again next year.

Frederic Bouvet


