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Richard Hanman, Gary Clifford, Carol Conquest & Margaret Scourse

Goshawk, Sparrowhawk, Peregrine, Red Kite, Hawfinch, Common Crane, Bewick’s Swan, 
Snow Goose, Ross’s Goose, Barnacle Goose, White-fronted Goose, Egyptian Goose,              
White-rumped Sandpiper, Dipper, Grey Wagtail, Mandarin, Goosander, Water Rail,           

Raven, Redwing, Mistle Thrush, Nuthatch, Treecreeper, Siskin and Redpoll.
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Friday 17th February 2023: Nagshead, Parkend & Cannop Ponds.

After picking up Gary and Carol we drove from Kent to meet Margaret at the RSPB
Nagshead reserve at 10am. Notable birds seen on the way included Red Kite and
Common Buzzard. Introductions were quickly exchanged and we set off on a walk to
the Lower Hide. Within minutes a Goshawk flew high overhead in the clear blue sky
and four Raven cronked as they flew over the forest canopy – what a start!

As we continued towards the hide we were serenaded by singing Song Thrush, Robin,
and Blackbird. We also saw Woodpigeon, Wren, Blue Tit, Great Tit and Mallard. No
sign of any Kingfisher or Mandarin from the hide itself so we retraced our route back
to the car park and then set off on the short circular loop adding Jay, Magpie, Carrion
Crow and Rook.

We enjoyed multiple sightings of Nuthatch and also had views of Siskin, Redpoll,
Goldfinch, Chaffinch, Goldcrest and Long-tailed Tit. From the elevated Campbell Hide
we saw Blackbird, Song Thrush, Coal Tit and Nuthatch take turns to visit the pool to
drink or bathe. A small herd of Fallow Deer could be seen through the trees but didn’t
venture out into the open. As we walked back to the car park I almost stepped on a
Common Frog which looked like it had just emerged from hibernation. We also saw
two Peacock butterflies rising from the leaf litter and heading for the tree canopy.

Next stop was Oakbrook next to The Fountain Pub in Parkend. We quickly located our
two target birds with a Grey Wagtail near the small footbridge and a Dipper in the
channel upriver from the pub. We also saw House Sparrow next to the road bridge.

With the time approaching 1pm we headed to Speech House for a nourishing bowl of
soup which we ate in the garden as the temperature was a barmy 16oC. I’d pre-
arranged for local birder Steve Young to join us for lunch and provide an extra pair of
eyes to boost our afternoon birding.

First stop was The Triangle in Parkend. We quickly picked up Redwing, Mistle Thrush
and Pied Wagtail on the cricket pitch, plus Jackdaw, Starling and Feral Pigeon in the
village. Our target here though was a much rarer bird and fortune favours the brave.
After scanning the tree tops we eventually located three Hawfinch silhouetted against
the sky. Everyone enjoyed good scope views and we quickly attracted a curious crowd
of onlookers (birders and non-birders) keen to see what we were looking at so we
were more than happy to point out the birds. The Hawfinch were joined by
Greenfinch and Chaffinch affording all an opportunity to compare size and shape.
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Grey Wagtail
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Common Frog
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Grey Squirrel

Greylag Goose
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Mandarin
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Mandarin (male & female)
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Next stop was Woorgreens Lake which held at least twelve Goosander, plus Teal and
Canada Goose. We then moved on to Lower Cannop Pond and parked in the layby by
the stone masons.

As we walked to the lake we saw Lesser Black-backed Gull, Black-headed Gull, a
distant pair of Mute Swan plus Coot and Moorhen. Closer in was a pair of Greylag
Geese and at least 40 x Mandarin duck. We put bird food out at the waters edge and
on tree stumps, successfully tempting in closer views of Grey Wagtail, Dunnock, Blue
Tit, Great Tit, Coal Tit and Robin. On the feeders we saw a pair of Siskin and a
Nuthatch.

Last stop of the day was nearby Russel’s Enclosure (an extension of Nagshead
reserve). A short walk through the woodland glade didn’t add to our day list, nor did it
yield any deer or boar.

At 5pm we called an end to day 1 and headed to our accommodation in Littledean.
We re-grouped again at 7pm and headed to The Belfry for dinner.

Our trip list on day 1 might not have been massive with 47 species recorded … but it
did include some corkers … not every day you see Goshawk, Hawfinch, Dipper,
Goosander, Mandarin and Siskin!

Cannop Ponds
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Saturday 18th February 2023: New Fancy, Cannop & Symonds Yat.

After a full English breakfast we set off for a visit to New Fancy View Point. On the
short walk up to the elevated observation deck we saw Goldfinch, Great Tit and Blue
Tit, but no sign of any Bullfinch or Crossbill which we’d enjoyed on last years visit.
Looking out over the forest, with Cinderford village in the distance, we picked up
several circling Buzzard and a Great Spotted Woodpecker. Siskins flew overhead
calling as they went but were in no mood to stop.

After an hour we decided to move on and so headed to Upper Cannop Pond. We
topped up the bird table on the drive and enjoyed close views of Marsh Tit, Nuthatch,
Blue Tit, Great Tit, Coal Tit, Robin, Blackbird and Chaffinch, but sadly no Brambling.

A walk around the lake added Sparrowhawk, Wigeon and Little Grebe to our trip list,
plus repeat views of Mandarin, Tufted Duck, Mallard, Coot, Moorhen and Mute Swan.

At 12noon we moved on to Soudley Ponds and completed the circular walk around
the small woodland lake where several guys were fly-fishing for Trout. Bird-wise, the
ponds were very quiet with just a solitary Moorhen and a pair of Mallard so we
headed to Speech House for lunch. The large grass area next to the car park held good
numbers of Redwing and Mistle Thrush, but no Fieldfare.

After lunch we drove to Symonds Yat, picking up a pair of Red Kite on the way. We
headed for ‘The Rock’ observation point which is 504 feet above sea level and has
spectacular views over the Wye Valley. Scanning the river below we picked up a pair
of Goosander and a small flock of Canada Geese. In the steep valley sides we could
just make out a mixed nesting colony of Grey Heron and Cormorants. Suddenly the
action hotted up as a Peregrine Falcon launched itself off the cliff face and swooped
down the valley, scattering Woodpigeons in every direction. The peregrine
disappeared into the distance and the pigeons returned to the safety of the trees.
Next up was a Buzzard being mobbed by a Crow.

At 3.30pm it was time to move on as we wanted to re-visit New Fancy Viewpoint for a
second go for Bullfinch, Crossbill and Goshawk. Sadly we dipped on all three. We
considered our options and decided to drive to Wenchford. A short walk along the
river by the picnic area gave us excellent views of Treecreeper and there was plenty of
evidence of recent Dipper activity, but no sign of the bird itself. We ended the day
with a quick re-visit to Russell’s Enclosure. A herd of Fallow Deer crossed the path in
front of us and then quickly disappeared ‘ghost-like’ into the forest.

9 new species added today taking our trip list up to 56 species.
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Symonds Yat
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Sunday 19th February 2023: WWT Slimbridge.

After a full English breakfast, we checked out of our hotel and headed for Slimbridge,
adding Pheasant and Collared Dove on the way in the village of Slimbridge itself.

We arrived just before 10am to be informed that, all bar the British birds, the captive
wildfowl collection of flamingos, cranes, ducks, geese and swans were not on show in
the open enclosures to help prevent the spread of Avian Flu. As our main reason to
visit was to explore the wilder-side of the reserve, this didn’t put us off.

First stop was Swan Lake which held good numbers of Mute Swan, Mallard, Teal,
Tufted Duck, Coot, Jackdaw, Rook, Black-headed Gull and Feral Pigeon. From the
heated Peng Observatory we had excellent views of Bewick’s Swan, Pochard, Pintail,
Shelduck, Snipe, Lapwing, Canada Goose, Greylag Goose and Moorhen.

We then followed the footpath towards the estuary stopping at each hide adding
Common Crane, Curlew, Oystercatcher, Golden Plover, Dunlin, Redshank, White-
fronted Goose, Barnacle Goose, Egyptian Goose, Black-tailed Godwit, Little Egret,
Shoveler, Gadwall and Skylark to our trip list.

From the Tower Hide itself a friendly WWT volunteer set up their scope to show us all
very distant views of a Peregrine Falcon, Snow Goose and Ross’s Goose. As we
retraced our route back to Swan Lake we added Water Rail and Long-tailed Tit.

Next stop was South Lake Hide where the position of the sun meant we only
managed poor views of a White-rumped Sandpiper that had been attracting the
photographers and ‘year tickers’ to Slimbridge all week.

We ended the day by spending a pleasant hour wandering around the captive British
wildfowl collection, taking time to observe close up species such as Eider, Smew,
Goldeneye, Greater Scaup, Garganey, Black Brant, Ringed Plover, Avocet and Ruff.

At 4pm we bid a fond farewell to Margaret who wanted to spend the last hour soaking
up the ambience at Slimbridge before closing time. The rest of us had one eye on our
4-hour drive home back to Kent.

Our final trip total after 3 days was 83 bird species … happy with that!
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Bewick’s Swan



www.bargainbirdingclub.com
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Pochard
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Shelduck
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Tufted Duck

Tufted Duck
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Common Crane
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Moorhen

Water Rail
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White-rumped Sandpiper
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Little Egret

Long-tailed Tit
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Jackdaw

Rook
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Rook
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Black-tailed Godwit
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Black-tailed Godwit



www.bargainbirdingclub.com

Ringed Plover
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Lesser White-fronted Goose

Greater White-fronted GooseBlack Brant Goose
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Garganey
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Guest Feedback:

“Excellent weekend birding in the Forest of Dean. The hotel was just fine, the rooms
were comfy … old and quirky is good in my book!” - Carol Conquest.

“Just wanted to say a big thank you to you for a great long weekend birding trip to the
Forest of Dean and Slimbridge. Everything was so well organised and we couldn’t have
squeezed more in! Great value for money! I really enjoyed chatting to other people
who have the same passion for birding. I will definitely be booking again with you for
another trip!” – Margaret Scourse.

Footnote:

As a bit of fun, check out the 30 minute observational comedy sketch by Mark Steel
with his take on the people and everyday life in the Forest of Dean. Click here.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=guiSfFGEVRo


Forest of Dean & WWT Slimbridge
17-19th February 2023 (83 wild species)

Common Crane Dipper Goshawk Hawfinch

Bewick’s Swan Water Rail Sparrowhawk Greenfinch

Mute Swan Moorhen Red Kite Goldfinch

Canada Goose Coot Common Buzzard Chaffinch

Greylag Goose Little Grebe Peregrine Falcon Siskin

Barnacle Goose Cormorant Raven Redpoll

White-fronted Goose Grey Heron Rook Skylark

Snow Goose Little Egret Carrion Crow Redwing

Ross’s Goose Curlew Jackdaw Blackbird

Egyptian Goose Oystercatcher Magpie Song Thrush

Pochard Black-tailed Godwit Jay Mistle Thrush

Mallard Lapwing Starling Marsh Tit

Shoveler Golden Plover Robin Coal Tit

Shelduck Common Redshank Pied Wagtail Blue Tit

Teal White-rumped Sandpiper Grey Wagtail Great Tit

Wigeon Snipe Nuthatch Long-tailed Tit

Gadwall Dunlin Great Spotted Woodpecker Wren

Tufted Duck Black-headed Gull Treecreeper Goldcrest

Mandarin Lesser Black-backed Gull Woodpigeon Dunnock

Goosander Herring Gull Collared Dove House Sparrow

Pintail Pheasant Feral Pigeon

Captive Wildfowl Collection at WWT Slimbridge
Garganey Smew Goldeneye Greater Scaup

Eider Ringed Plover Avocet Ruff

Lesser White-front. Goose Black Brant Barrow’s Goldeneye Canvasback

Black-necked Swan Coscoroba Swan Bufflehead Hooded Merganser

Mammals & Other Animals
Fallow Deer Roe Deer Grey Squirrel Common Frog
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All photographs in this report were taken by Richard Hanman                                                    
and remain the property of Bargain Birding Club.
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