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Diary of the Bargain Birder

Friday 14 October 2022 ςTravel to Johannesburg:

TwoyearsagoI turned 50 with the intention of markingthe occasionwith a safariin
southernAfrica. However,Covidput a blockeron that, so we kept the holiday fund
toppedup until this yearto coincidewith[ƛǎŀΩǎturn to celebratethe Big50.

We looked at various trips to Botswana,Zambia,Zimbabweand South Africa and
eventuallysettled on a dedicatedΨaŀƳƳŀƭ¢ƻǳǊΩin the KrugerNational Park. We
booked a packagedeal with Naturetrek which includedBritish Airwaysflights from
Heathrowto Johannesburg,and a 7-day fully guidedtour with [ŀǿǎƻƴΩǎSafariswith
staysat three different campsto maximisethe wildlife watchingopportunities.

Our superb local guideswere JasonStewart (who runstŜǊǊȅΩǎBridgeReptilePark)
https://perrysbridgereptilepark.co.za/ and all-round naturalist Jean-Pierre Le Roux
https://www.inspirationalnatureguiding.com who is an excellent independentguide
andthe No1 birdingauthority in SouthAfrica. IndeedJPholdsthe recordfor the total
numberof birdsseenin the KrugerParkandalsoin SouthAfricaasa whole!

Krugeris South!ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎlargestgamereserve,coveringover 19,500 sq. km, makingit
similar in sizeto Wales. It is home to Ψ¢ƘŜBig5Ω(lion, leopard,rhino, elephantand
buffalo)andalsoboastsover500speciesof bird.

Saturday15October2022ςTransferto Dullstroom:

We left Heathrow on an overnight flight at 9.25pm yesterday and arrived in
Johannesburgaround11am local time this morning. We were met at the airport by
Jasonand JP. After introductions to fellow guests,we set off on the 150 mile (2.5
hour) drive east towards Dullstroom. Notable birds seen on the way were Black-
wingedKite,SacredIbis,Black-neckedHeron,White-rumpedSwiftandCattleEgret.

Our lunch stop at the Alzu Servicestation wasunique in that the surroundingfields
held a captivecollectionof White Rhino,Kudu,Sable,BuffaloandOstrichςYouŘƻƴΩǘ
seethat at/ƭŀŎƪŜǘǘΩǎLaneon the M25! We alsoaddedBlacksmithPlover,PiedCrow,
CapeCrow,Red-billed QueleaandGrey-headedSparrowto our bird list.

Suitablyrefreshedwe continued on to Dullstroom, a small town on the Highveld
Plateau,lookingvery much like it belongedin the ScottishHighlands,completewith
fly-fishing lakes,whiskeybars and mountain-biking routes. New birds addedon the
wayincludedAfricanStonechat,FiscalShrike,PiedStarlingandFeralPigeon.

https://www.lawsons-africa.co.za/
https://perrysbridgereptilepark.co.za/
https://www.inspirationalnatureguiding.com/
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After checkingin for 1 x night at TheOld TransvaalInn (http://oldtransvaalinn.co.za/)
we opted for a short walk before dinner, picking up Common Myna, Pin-tailed
Whydah,RedBishop,Red-wingedStarling,GreaterStripedSwallow,CapeWhite-eye,
VillageWeaver,SouthernMaskedWeaver,HadadaIbisandCapeLongclaw.

At 4pm we re-groupedand boardedour minibusesfor a 2-hour drive aroundnearby
VerlorenValeiNatureReservewww.verlorenvalei.org.za. However,assoonaswe left
the mainroadandbeganto gainaltitude, a greymist descendedlimiting our visibility
to just a few metres. Wildlife-spotting was therefore somewhathampered. We did
manage mirky views of Cape Wheatear, Mountain Wheatear, Long-billed Lark,
[ŜǾŀƛƭƭŀƴǘΩǎCisticolaandWattled Lapwingςbut no mammals. At 6pm we returned to
Dullstroomfor a fabulousdinnerat the MayflyRestaurant(www.mayfly.co.za).
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Sunday 16 October 2022 ςTravel to Satara Camp, Kruger NP:

Breakfastat 7am at a local café in DullstroomaddedCapeWagtail,SpeckledPigeon
and Dark-cappedBulbul, then we were on the road headingto Kruger. We drove
through the scenicAbel ErasmusPasswhich follows the OlifantsRiverinto the vast
Blyderiveragriculturalplain where huge acresare given over to Citrusand Mango
orchards,cerealcropsandcabbagefields. Our bird list grew with fleeting glimpsesof
Lilac-breasted Roller, Common Buzzard,Southern Bald Ibis, Long-crested Eagle,
AfricanPalmSwift and White-browed SparrowWeaver. Our first wild mammalspot
wasa troop of ChacmaBaboons. Notime to stopandtakephotosthough.

At middaywe arrivedat the OrpenGateentranceto the KrugerNationalPark. Here
we swappedour minibusesfor open-sidedsafaritrucks. Whilst our guidescompleted
the park entrancepaperworkwe focusedour camerason StripedSkink,Yellow-billed
HornbillandGreaterBlue-earedGlossyStarling.

Onthe 50 mile drive to SataraCampwe sloweddown the paceto view the mammals
which came thick and fast. We had excellentviews of Kudu, Impala,Nyala,Plains
Zebra,SouthernGiraffe,BlueWildebeest,VervetMonkeyandChacmaBaboon.

Our bird list rattled along with views of Bateleur,African FishEagle,Martial Eagle,
Brown SnakeEagle,African Hawk Eagle,African Harrier Hawk, Fork-tailed Drongo,
Magpie Shrike, Black-crowned Tchagra,CrestedBarbet, Brown-hooded Kingfisher,
Crested Francolin, Natal Spurfowl, {ǿŀƛƴǎƻƴΩǎSpurfowl, Red-crested Korhaan,
Southern Ground Hornbill, Yellow-billed Hornbill, Grey Hornbill, African Hoopoe,
GreenWood-hoopoe,Little Swift, Three-bandedPlover,AfricanJacana,BlackCrake,
Black-headedOriole,Golden-breastedBuntingandRattlingCisticola.

We arrived at Satara (www.sanparks.org/parks/kruger/camps/satara) at 3pm and
settled into our bungalowfor 2 nights. At 4pm we re-groupedfor a safaridrive and
hadamazingviewsof a lionessfeastingon a deadCapeBuffalo,plusour first sightings
of Cheetah,Hyena,Warthog,Elephant,Steenbok,WaterbuckandTreeSquirrel.

Dinnerbackat SataraCampwasexcellent. Most of the groupopted for the fillet steak
which wascookedto perfection,and only 200 Rand(£10), washeddown with a few
glugsof localred wineor beer.

We retired to our bungalowaround9pm, shatteredbut exhilaratedafter a great first
full dayin the KrugerNationalPark.

https://www.sanparks.org/parks/kruger/camps/satara
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