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BIRDING SCOTLAND
COAST TO COAST
8th to 17th July 2022
Trip Leader = Richard Hanman
Tim Rea, Nigel Trower, Pam Goode, Lesley & Edward Woodhouse
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Day 1 - Friday 8 July 2022 – Aberdeen to Fraserburgh:
We were excited to embark on our 4th Bargain Birding Club trip to Scotland in as many years, and
with temperatures forecast to top 40oC in southern England, Scotland was definitely going to be the
place to be this week to avoid the record-breaking heatwave.
We arrived at Gatwick at 11am in plenty of time for our 1.30pm flight to Aberdeen. After a short
flight we collected our luggage and our rental minibus and were on the road birding by 4pm.
First stop was Bullers of Buchan on the coast just north of Aberdeen. Here the small but still
spectacular sea cliffs were home to colonies of Puffin, Guillemot, (including a few ‘Bridled’ subspecies), Razorbill, Kittiwake, Fulmar, Shag, Cormorant, Herring Gull and Great Black-backed Gull.
Sharing their space were Jackdaw, Magpie, Stock Dove and Feral Pigeon.
Next stop was the Ugie Estuary at Peterhead. We parked near the golf club and arrived just as the
tide was turning at 6pm. Large numbers of Black-headed Gull had congregated awaiting the tide to
bring in their evening meal (the bird equivalent of Deliveroo ☺). Also hoping for an easy fishy meal
were Grey Heron, Oystercatcher, Curlew, Common Redshank, Lapwing, Lesser Black-backed Gull
and Sandwich Tern. Pied Wagtail and Rock Pipit scoured the seaweed covered rocks for smaller
morsels, whilst overhead, looking for an ‘in-flight’ meal were good numbers of Swallow, Swift,
House Martin and Sand Martin. Further out at sea we could see distant Gannet and Eider.
We continued on to our hotel for the night in Fraserburgh, and after adding the ‘common birds’ such
as Common Buzzard, Common Starling, House Sparrow, Blackbird, Chaffinch, Goldfinch,
Woodpigeon, Collared Dove, Carrion Crow, Rook and Mallard, our trip list stood at 40 species.
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Day 2 - Saturday 9 July 2022 – Moray Firth (Fraserburgh to Lossiemouth):
Today started with a 6am pre-breakfast walk around the busy fishing harbour at Fraserburgh. A large
colony of Kittiwakes had gathered on one of the docks, as too had good numbers of Great Blackbacked Gull. The lifeboat was on stand-by as the trawlermen, made famous in the TV series ‘Fish
Town’, inspected their nets before their next deep-sea fishing trip.

Breakfast at 7am and then we were on the road by 8am. First stop was Inverallochy where a sad
sight greeted us. Dozens of dead Gannets, Razorbills and Guillemots were washed up on the beach
or floating in the harbour. Others were obviously on their last legs struggling to stand up or swim.
The seabirds on the north-east coast of Scotland have been hit hard by the latest outbreak of Avian
Flu. You can read more about it by clicking here. Amongst this madness, it was still good to see large
numbers of Kittiwakes. Looking for flies on the beach were Pied Wagtail, Rock Pipit and Wheatear.

Guillemots with suspected Avian Flu
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At 9am we moved on to RSPB Loch of Strathbeg where Tree Sparrow, House Sparrow, Robin,
Blackbird, Chaffinch, Blue Tit and Great Tit were all busy on or around the car park feeders. A walk
to the hides and back gave us our first views of hybrid Hooded x Carrion Crow, plus Kestrel, Marsh
Harrier, Skylark, Meadow Pipit, Reed Bunting, Sedge Warbler, Dunnock, Linnet, Corn Bunting and
Yellowhammer. No sign of the recently reported Glossy Ibis, just Grey Heron and Little Egret.
In the wet meadows a herd of Konik Ponies were jostling and grazing. The warm weather had also
brought out Dark-Green Fritillary, Red Admiral, Small White, Small Heath, Meadow Brown and
Ringlet butterflies. Notable plants were Harebell, Flowering Rush, Ragged Robin and Monkshood.
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At 11am we moved on to Pennan Harbour for a much appreciated coffee and cake stop at Shona’s
Café on the harbour wall – probably the best cakes in Scotland! As we brunched, we watched Eider,
Guillemot and Razorbill in large rafts on the sea, and caught a brief glimpse of Grey Wagtail as it flew
upstream from the small bridge. Scanning out to sea with his scope, Tim picked out a possible (very
distant) Long-tailed Duck but attempts to get others on to the bird were unsuccessful.
At 12.30pm we moved on to RSPB Troup Head. Here the dramatic cliffs were adorned with
thousands of Kittiwakes, Guillemots and Razorbills plus Scotland’s largest mainland Gannet colony.
Sitting just a few feet away from these stunning seabirds is always a highlight of our Scotland trip.

Troup Head

Gannet

www.bargainbirdingclub.com

Adult Northern Gannet

Juvenile Northern Gannet

www.bargainbirdingclub.com

www.bargainbirdingclub.com

www.bargainbirdingclub.com

www.bargainbirdingclub.com

www.bargainbirdingclub.com

At 3pm we completed our circular cliff-top walk and then headed west along the Moray coast to
Portgordon. Here the Atlantic Grey Seals had hauled out on the rocks enjoying a brief siesta.
Scanning the distant horizon again with his scope, this time Tim was confident he’d picked up a Skua
– from the photo we think Arctic Skua - but happy to be corrected if we’re wrong.

Atlantic Grey Seal

Arctic Skua & Gannet
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Next stop was Spey Bay where, on previous visits, we had enjoyed views of dolphins and Osprey in
the estuary. Today we weren’t so lucky. The Osprey remained distant but we did see Common
Sandpiper, Goosander, Curlew, Common Tern, Mute Swan and Canada Goose.
At 6pm we headed towards Lossiemouth and as we drove past the Fochabers Estate, a Pine Martin
suddenly appeared by the roadside. It thought about crossing in front of us, but instead bounced
back into the long grass. It was the briefest of glimpses, no time to stop and take a photo, but still a
mental image that will stick in our minds as a highlight of this trip!
We had one last stop planned and as we pulled in to the car park at RSPB Loch Spynie we could see
that the feeders were being visited by Red Squirrel, Siskin, Wren, Yellowhammer, Treecreeper,
Great Spotted Woodpecker, Chaffinch, Goldfinch, Blue Tit and Great Tit.
At 7pm we called an end to the day and headed for our hotel for the night in Lossiemouth. Our trip
list had been boosted to 70 species, but the highlight today was unanimously the Pine Martin!
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Day 3 - Sunday 10 July 2022 – Inner Moray Firth and The Black Isle:
Another early 6am start and a return visit to Loch Spynie for second helpings of Red Squirrel,
Treecreeper, Great Spotted Woodpecker and Siskin. New birds added were Greenfinch and Coal Tit.
A walk through the woods to the loch produced Tufted Duck, Mallard, Mute Swan, Greylag Goose,
Grey Heron, Little Grebe, Coot and Moorhen. On the way back to breakfast we spotted a Grey
Partridge fending off a large group of Jackdaws and Crows as it found itself isolated in a pig farm.

Great Spotted Woodpecker (adult)

Great Spotted Woodpecker (juvenile)
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After breakfast we headed to Findhorn Bay which looked stunning in the sunshine. A walk through
the dunes to the mouth of the estuary delivered Hooded Crow, Common Whitethroat, Sand
Martin, Ringed Plover, Oystercatcher and a distant flotilla of Red-breasted Merganser.

Findhorn Bay

Oystercatcher
At 10.30am we drove to Fort George. Some of the group opted to stay close to the car park, whilst
Nigel and myself went for a walk around the shoreline perimeter, where Common Gull and
Oystercatcher were breeding in the shadows of this 18th century fortress, home of The Black Watch
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We re-grouped at 12noon and headed for the Red Kite feeding station at RSPB Tollie. Avian Flu had
temporarily put a pause on the supplementary feeding but 5 Red Kite were still present, often
circling above our heads. At one point, they shared the sky with both Osprey and Common Buzzard.

Red Kite
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After lunch we headed to Udale Bay where the tide was rapidly revealing a vast expanse of mud.
We picked up our first Bar-tailed Godwit and Shelduck of the trip, plus Ringed Plover, Lapwing,
Oystercatcher, Curlew and Redshank. The highlight here though was an Osprey which flew straight
over our heads carrying a flat fish in its talons.

Osprey
We took a scenic drive around the Black Isle, stopping
briefly to admire the views at Cromarty and Avoch.
Plan A was to spend the last part of the afternoon on a
dolphin-watch from the beach at Chanonry Point.
However, on the advice of a volunteer RSPB warden at
Tollie that the car park would be rammed and no
dolphins had been seen there recently, we opted for
Plan B which was a 40 minute drive to Glascarnoch
Dam for the chance of seeing a Golden Eagle.
On arrival we parked at the viewpoint next to the dam
wall and scanned the imposing mountain ridge
opposite. It wasn’t long before a distant raptor
appeared as a speck on the horizon. After much
deliberation, we agreed it was indeed a Golden Eagle.
We checked into our hotel in Inverness around 7.30pm.
After a long day, our trip list was now at 86 species.
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Day 4 - Monday 11 July 2022 – Wester Ross:
With a boat to catch at Gairloch we set off at 6am and headed west through Wester Ross highlands
stopping at Loch a Chroisg where we saw a distant pair of Red-throated Diver, and Loch Maree
where we saw a single distant Red-throated Diver and a very distant Golden Eagle – all before 8am!
Disappointingly, our pre-booked RIB trip with Hebridean Whale Cruises had been cancelled on
account of rough weather out on The Minch. So we opted instead for a more sedate 90 minute
glass-bottomed boat trip around the inner waters of Gairloch harbour. As we cruised around the
small eileans (islands) and shores of Loch Shieldaig, we had good views of Common Seal, Shag,
Cormorant, Grey Heron, Red-breasted Merganser, Rock Pipit, Gannet, Guillemot, Common Gull,
Herring Gull and Great Black-backed Gull. Our skipper also pulled up a lobster pot and showed us
the difference between Shore Crab and Velvet Swimming Crab.
We were back on dry land at 11.30am and, after a quick coffee break in Gairloch, we drove up to
Rua Reidh Lighthouse in the hope of seeing the ‘Bonxie’ colony. However, it is Great Skua that has
been impacted the most by Avian Flu, with reports that Scotland holds 60% of the World’s
population and 33% of the Scottish birds have died of the virus this year alone. We didn’t see a
single skua. Better luck was had with Raven, Stonechat, Wheatear, Sedge Warbler and Common
Buzzard. From the cliff top next to the lighthouse, Tim and his ‘magic scope’ picked out a pair of
distant Black Guillemot bobbing on the sea surface, and this time we all managed to get a view.
At 1.30pm we drove to the Beinn Eighe car park on the A896 where Callum, the resident Red Deer,
was wooing all by accepting tit-bits of all kinds and allowing close-up photos. He had a doe with him
who kept her distance. On then to the actual Deer Park at Torridon where … you guessed it … there
were no deer! A brief walk around the western edge of Loch Torridon did give us Ringed Plover,
Oystercatcher, Eider and Red-breasted Merganser with chicks.
Next stop was Shieldaig to see if we could see nesting White-tailed Eagle on Shieldaig Island. Alas,
speaking to a local resident on Mary Street, it transpires that 2 chicks were taken from the nest last
year and sent to the Roy Dennis Foundation on the Isle of Wight. Consequently, the Shieldaig pair
have now abandoned their nest. Let’s hope they return in future years or have found an alternative
site near by. Better luck was had as we watched a lobster fisherman lifting pots in the bay, tracked all
the way by a flock of Herring Gulls and Great Black-backed Gulls, which in turn were being harassed
by a Great Skua – finally we had a ‘Bonxie’. Ed and myself raced (walked at pace) around the bay to
get ahead of the bird. An amazing spectacle to watch – the ‘Bonxie’ – not me & Ed ☺. Before we left
Shieldaig we also added Mistle Thrush to our trip list which posed briefly on a telegraph wire.
At 5pm we all boarded the minibus and drove through spectacular mountain scenery to our hostelstyle accommodation for one night in Applecross. On our final descent into the bay, we had a fly-by
juvenile Great Northern Diver – how’s that for a welcoming committee! We’d pre-booked dinner at
8pm at The Applecross Inn, and as we dined with views of the Isle of Raasay across the bay, we
watched a distant pair of Great Northern Divers plus numerous Eider and Red-breasted Merganser
with chicks. A perfect setting to end another long but rewarding day birdwatching in Scotland.
Our trip list after 4 days had now crept up to a very respectable 93 species.
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Red Deer doe
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Red-throated Divers doing a courtship display

Great Northern Diver
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Day 5 - Tuesday 12 July 2022 – Isle of Skye (South):
A lie in until 6.30am today to enable everyone to partake in a 2-hour pre-breakfast walk along the
river and beach at Applecross Bay. We were serenaded by a reeling Grasshopper Warbler in the
meadow and a distant singing Ring Ouzel on the mountain-side, both of which remained hidden.
In the riverside Oak trees we had good views of our first Spotted Flycatcher, as well as Long-tailed
Tit, Lesser Redpoll, Song Thrush, Blackcap, Chiffchaff, Willow Warbler, Siskin and Grey Wagtail. On
the loch shore we picked out Eider, Red-breasted Merganser, Curlew, Oystercatcher, Greylag Goose
and Rock Pipit. Overhead there were good numbers of House Martin and Barn Swallow.
At 9am we enjoyed a posh breakfast (poached eggs on waffles) at The Walled Garden restaurant,
whilst watching the resident garden birds feeding amongst the flower and vegetable beds.
At 10am we drove 2 hours to the Isle of Skye, stopping briefly at Bealach na Ba (Pass of the Cattle)
on Applecross Pass to scan for Ptarmigan and Mountain Hare but drew a blank. After crossing the
(smaller than expected) iconic Skye Bridge, our first stop on Skye was Kylerhea where the Otter hide
maintained by the RSPB was disappointedly locked. We opted for the 1 mile walk to the Forestry
Commission hide which thankfully was open and added Bullfinch and Goldcrest to our trip list.
We bought lunch at the the Co-op in Broadford and ate it on the picnic tables in their car park
overlooking Broadford Bay. Suitably nourished, we headed off on a scenic drive around the Sleat
Peninsular at the southern end of Skye, passing through Kilbeg, Tarskavaig and Ord. Whilst the
scenery was fantastic, the birds were rather thin on the ground, although we did manage to add
Common Snipe and Whinchat to our trip list.
At 6pm we headed for our guest house at Portree, stopping briefly to watch a pod of Common
Dolphin looking for an easy meal around a local salmon farm. With no restaurant at our guest house
we knew we had to eat out tonight. As luck would have it (or so we thought) right next door was a
Chinese restaurant. However, it was neither a restaurant nor did it serve Chinese food. Instead we
were treated to over-priced, chicken nuggets - like the ones you get on the kids menu at McDonalds.
So … if you’re ever in Portree and hungry, give the ‘No 1 Noodles & Rice Bistro’ a very wide berth!
On a more positive note, our trip list after 5 days was now sitting at 106 species.

Isle of Skye Bridge
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Day 6 - Wednesday 13 July 2022 – Isle of Skye (North):
After a somewhat disappointing first day on Skye yesterday, we were hoping for better things today
despite cooler temperatures, an overcast sky and frequent rain showers. We started with a drive
west from Portree to take in the scenic view points at Sligachan, Dunvegan and Neist Point, where a
Peregrine Falcon hung effortlessly in the wind. Thankfully Avian Flu hasn’t reached the west coast of
Scotland yet so we saw good numbers of healthy Gannet, Fulmar, Razorbill, Great Black-backed Gull,
Raven and Shag. We also had repeat sightings of Wheatear, Whinchat and Stonechat.
We completed the circuit and arrived back in Portree at 11am for a fabulous ‘brunch’ at Café Arriba.
With full tummies, and time to spare before our pre-booked boat trip, we opted to drive north for
more ‘tourist’ ticks at the cliff-top waterfall at Kilt Rock and the windy viewpoint at Quiraing.
Nice as it was we hadn’t come to Skye to see the scenery, we’d come to see the birds. So at 2pm we
were all very excited to be boarding a Stardust Boat for a 2-hour Sound of Raasay trip and the
chance of a close encounter with the UK’s largest bird of prey – the magnificent White-tailed Eagle.
As we left Portree harbour the first birds we encountered were Puffin, Gannet and Guillemot. Then
the call went out for a Minke Whale! Despite the young captain’s best efforts to keep up with the
whale, it only broke the surface with its dorsal fin a few times, and then only for a seconds each
time, so no photos I’m afraid. Now that’s just what we needed … we were all buzzing again!
It would take something extra special to top the excitement of seeing a Minke Whale … but
something extra special was about to happen! As the captain positioned the boat under the cliffs, he
pointed out a White-tailed Eagle perched high on an exposed rock. As the boat bobbed we scanned
through our bins then suddenly the bird unveiled its huge 8’ wingspan and hurled itself into the air.
The eagle had seen the boat in front of us throw out a fish and it was coming to get it!
We watched in awe as the White-tailed Eagle gained height, turned, and then swooped, talons outstretched and grabbed the fish from the surface of the water right next to our boat. It then used its
wings to gain height rapidly and fly back up the cliff to consume its quarry back on its rocky perch.
The whole spectacle was over in seconds, but thanks to modern cameras, and their ‘burst’ mode, we
were able to capture the moment digitally so we could watch it frame by frame, again and again!
What a magical moment! The rest of the boat trip was always going to be an anti-climax after this,
despite great views of a full blooded Hooded Crow as we disembarked the boat back at the harbour.
After a late-lunch and loo stop, we were back in the minibus and heading north passing small coastal
villages with strange names such as Valtos, Staffin, Digg, Flodigarry, Hunglader and Uig. All of which
sounded more Scandinavian than Scottish. Our ‘Best Birdwatching Sites – Scottish Highlands’, by
Gordon Hamlett, had been out trusty guide throughout this trip. So with the chance of Corncrake in
the iris beds next to the camp site at Uig, we were optimistic – too optimistic as it goes with no joy.
We ended the day with a beer and a hearty meal at The Pier Restaurant at Uig before returning to
Portree. Our trip list after 6 days continued to grow steadily and was now sitting at 108 species.
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Day 7 - Thursday 14 July 2022 – Highland lochs & valleys:
We checked out of our guest house in Portree at 7.30am and headed back to the mainland in search
of breakfast. Before we reached the bridge we enjoyed one last view of a juvenile White-tailed Eagle
as it glided over the road in front of us, before disappearing over a ridge. Finding somewhere for
breakfast proved to be a lot more difficult than we thought as most cafes didn’t open until 10am,
and others were closed until the weekend. Eventually we found The Waterside Café on the A890 at
the head of Loch Carron which was just opening. Due to staff shortages, all that was on offer though
was coffee, scones and cake … so that did just nicely ☺.
We continued on to Loch Gowan, a site last year that gave us excellent views of 3 Golden Eagles,
Black-throated and Red-throated Diver. This year however, we had to make do with Oystercatcher
and Common Sandpiper.
Next stop was Loch Ruthven. A scan from the lochside hide produced our first Slavonian Grebe (3 in
fact, although all very distant), a small group of female Teal and 2 Red Kite. On the walk back to the
car park we also had good views of our first Tree Pipit and Sparrowhawk plus Lesser Redpoll.
From Loch Ruthven we continued over the next ridge to Loch Ashie. Here we could see 3 distant
Black-throated Diver so we drove round to the water works and enjoyed marginally closer views.
At 4pm with the clock ticking, we moved on to Findhorn Valley via the fabulous Farr Road over the
top of the moors to Findhorn Bridge, near Tomatin. We picked up Red-legged Partridge and
Pheasant on the way, as well as plentiful Wheatear and Meadow Pipit. Scanning from the bridge
itself we saw Kestrel, Red Kite, Grey Wagtail, Swallow, House Martin, Sand Martin and Common Gull.
No sign of any Dipper, Common Tern or Goosander though. As we continued down the valley a
Peregrine Falcon dashed at high speed like an arrow across the road, then disappeared. We had
better luck with prolonged views of a pair of Common Redstart which were an unexpected bonus.
It was 6pm when we reached the end of the road and the start of the private estate. After scanning
(unsuccessfully) the scree slopes for Ring Ouzel and the mountain ridges for eagles, we called it a
day and headed to Carrbridge and our hotel accommodation for the last 3 nights of this trip.
After 7 days our trip list had now grown to 116 species.
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Day 8 - Friday 15 July 2022 – Lochs & moors in Abernethy Forest:
Day 8 started with a pre-breakfast visit to Old Spey Bridge. Here we quickly picked up a juvenile
Dipper (virtually guaranteed here) feeding in the river below, and Spotted Flycatcher in the willows.
A Goldeneye quickly flew up river, affording only fleeting glimpses as it flashed its white wing bars.
We had better views of Blackcap, Chiffchaff, Willow Warbler and Treecreeper in the riverside trees
and bushes, and a Sparrowhawk flew overhead clutching an early morning meal in its talons.

Dipper

Spotted Flycatcher

We returned to our hotel in Carrbridge at 7.30am for a full cooked Scottish breakfast. Set up for the
day, we then headed to Loch Garten and completed part of the ‘Two Lochs Walk’ only as far as the
shore of Loch Garten. The conifer woods were eerily silent, and the loch itself absent of any birds.
We drove around to the RSPB Scotland Visitor Centre and watched Siskin, Coal Tit, Great Tit, Blue
Tit, Treecreeper and Red Squirrel on the feeders, before using the centres scopes to observe a pair of
Osprey with 2 chicks on a distant nest.
Next stop was Tulloch Moor where we saw Tree Pipit, Stonechat, Lesser Redpoll and Siskin, but no
sign of any Black Grouse at the lek or Crossbill. We then continued to Abernethy Forest Lodge where
a short walk gave us good views of a Tree Pipit with a beak full of insects.
At 12 noon we retraced our route back to Loch Garten and pulled up alongside the small roadside
pond. From the boardwalk we could hear Crested Tit calling, and after a determined 30 minutes we
all managed to get a view of this elusive little bird feeding in the tree tops.

Lesser Redpoll & Stonechat
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At 1pm we continued to Loch Insh near Kincraig, were a pair of Osprey were busy feeding 3 chicks at
their nest site on the island by the Alvie & Insh church. On the loch itself we also saw 3 Goldeneye.

We were on a schedule so at 2pm we drove to Craigellachie Youth Hostel in Aviemore. A walk from
the car park, under the A9 brought us out into the woods, were for many years local birders have put
up nest boxes for Spotted Flycatcher and Pied Flycatcher. On our visit today, the nest boxes were
empty and any birds that had bred early in the season had now dispersed into the vast forest.
Previous visits (earlier in the year) here had also delivered Wood Warbler, but again none were
heard or seen today. On the way back to the car park Tim drew our attention to a Spotted Flycatcher
nesting in the eaves of one of the wooden forest lodges. Good to know that they are still around.
At 3pm we drove to Avielochan hoping for a better view of Slavonian Grebe, compared to the
distant birds at Loch Ruthven yesterday. On arrival, a local resident took umbrage to us visiting,
claiming that he had told all birdwatchers not to come to see (‘disturb’ in his words) the grebes.
I was all for ignoring him and continued on to scan the loch, but the ladies in our group (thanks
Lesley & Pam) charmed him and soon he was happy to chat and share stories of altercations he’d
had with other local bird-watching groups. All that said, we never saw the Slavonian Grebe, and had
to make do with Coot, Moorhen, Mallard and Goldeneye on the loch, and Sand Martin on the wires.
At 4pm we drove to Lochindorb. We did 2 drive-by passes of the loch and saw a distant Blackthroated Diver with 2 chicks, Red Grouse, Oystercatcher, Redshank and Common Sandpiper.
Growing in the moss around the conifer plantation we also found Creeping Lady Tresses Orchid.
Last stop of the day was Ellan Woods, opposite our hotel in Carrbridge. A short walk produced
Spotted Flycatcher, Wren, Coal Tit, Trrecreeper and Red Squirrel – but no more ‘Cresties’.
We returned to our hotel for dinner and updated our trip list, which now stood at 120 species.
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Day 9 – Saturday 16 July 2022 – Cairngorm Mountain & Speyside:
Day 9 started with a repeat of yesterdays pre-breakfast visit to Old Spey Bridge. We saw the same
birds including Dipper, Grey Wagtail, Spotted Flycatcher, Treecreeper and Great Spotted Woodpecker.
A bonus came in the shape of a Red Squirrel which bounded across the bridge right in front of us.
After breakfast back at the hotel we drove to nearby Dell Woods at Nethy Bridge. After a couple of
wrong turns, we eventually found the feeders but the only bird present was a Woodpigeon. No sign
of the Dipper on the river by the bridge either.
At 10am we drove to the lower car park on Cairngorm Mountain. Lesley & Tim were keen to see a
Ring Ouzel to add to their year lists. After much scanning, the best we could manage was a female
Black Redstart. When we boarded the minibus it wouldn’t start. The error message on the
dashboard read ‘fill AdBlue to restart engine’ – easier said than done when we didn’t have any in the
vehicle, couldn’t drive to a garage, and were stuck half way up a mountain. Phone calls to the hire car
company and their 3rd party roadside assistance proved fruitless, so on the advice of the hire car
company we phoned a local garage who were able to bring 10L of AdBlue to us. Once topped up, the
minibus started and we were on our way again, thankfully only losing an hour from our itinerary.
A short drive to the upper car park on Cairngorm also failed to deliver a Ring Ouzel.
At midday we re-set the satnav and headed for Spey Dam for our lunch stop by Kinoch Laggan. It
was cool and overcast, not ideal for eagle-watching, but we did see Common Buzzard, Raven, Tree
Pipit, Greylag Goose, Common Sandpiper, Common Gull and Goosander. We continued down the
scenic General Wade’s Military Road all the way to Garva Bridge. At the end of the road we saw a
large mixed herd of Fallow Deer and Red Deer, plus Highland Bull and a gorgeous Fjord Horse foal.
At 3pm we considered our options and opted to revisit Lochindorb, a 90 minute drive but another
chance for Black-throated Diver, and the possibility of Hen Harrier or Short-eared Owl was the draw.
We did a couple of drive-by passes and eventually struck lucky with excellent views of the two adult
Black-throated Divers about 500 yards apart, each with one chick teaching it to dive and feed. We
ignored the ‘road blocked’ sign and continued towards Dava to view the Common Gull colony. Sadly
there were quite a few roadkill fatalities amongst the chicks, but still a healthy population remained.
At 6.30pm we called it a day and returned to our hotel in Carrbridge for dinner. Only one new ‘tick’
today, so after 9 days our trip list now stood at 121 species.
Foxglove

Lupin

Sneezewort

Mountain Pansy
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Red Squirrel at Old Spey Bridge

Highland Bull at Garva Bridge
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Red Deer stag

Fallow Deer

www.bargainbirdingclub.com

www.bargainbirdingclub.com

Norwegian Fjord Horse foal
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Scottish Black-faced Sheep
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Black-throated Diver
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Common Gull
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Day 10 – Sunday 17 July 2022 – Carrbridge to Aberdeen:
Our final day began with a 6am checkout and then a 1 hour drive to The Cabrach, a remote
moorland at the edge of The Cairngorms, just south of Dufftown, deep in Malt Whisky country. We
were hoping to see Black Grouse at a lek visible from the A941 near The Grouse Inn. Despite much
scanning though, all we could manage was Pheasant, Lapwing, Oystercatcher and Raven.

With tummies rumbling, we continued along to breakfast at The Pit Stop Café, a converted old bus
parked in a layby on the A96 near Pitcaple. We then continued cross-country to the Aberdeenshire
coast to the River Ythan estuary at Newburgh. From the roadside near the bridge, we scanned the
river and picked out Little Tern, Common Tern, Bar-tailed Godwit, Curlew, Common Redshank, Grey
Heron and Black-headed Gull.
Next stop was Old Slains Castle where we saw Puffin in good numbers, plus Razorbill, Guillemot,
Gannet, Shag, Cormorant, Sandwich Tern, Kittiwake, Herring Gull, Black-headed Gull and Jackdaw, all
close to the rocky shore and cliffs. Further out at sea were 3 Red-throated Divers.
At 11am, with one eye on the clock (or more precisely our departure time from Aberdeen airport),
we moved on to Waulkmill Hide, where the Burn of Forvie enters the River Ythan. It was here we
added Whimbrel, Pink-footed Goose and Jay to our trip list, plus repeat sightings of Curlew,
Lapwing, Oystercatcher, Redshank, Mute Swan, Canada Goose, Shelduck, Mallard and Grey Heron.
Next stop was The Inches, a small headland on the north of Newburgh village where the Foveran
Burn enters the Ythan. Highlights here were 2 young Ospreys fishing unsuccessfully, plus our first
Arctic Tern enabling us to compare with Common Tern and Little Tern at the same site. We then
drove the short distance to Bridge Terrace and walked across the footbridge and around Newburgh
Golf Course to view the mixed tern colony. Sandwich Tern and Common Tern grouped on the near
side, while Little Tern and Arctic Tern favoured the far side at the foot of the sand dunes. At one point
all the terns took to the air in a raucous mass, spooked by a ‘Bonxie’ (Great Skua) looking to force
them to give up a fishy meal. Scanning the shoreline, we also picked up a mixed group of Dunlin and
Sanderling, and another solitary Bar-tailed Godwit. On the way back to the minibus, we stopped
briefly at the footbridge to see a Gadwall skulking in the shallows with a Mallard.
Last stop of this trip was Murcar Golf Course, near The Bridge of Don. A walk across the golf course
to the sand dunes took longer than it should (on account of a few wrong turns), but we eventually
found a viewpoint looking out to sea towards the offshore wind turbines. In the distance we were
able to pick out large flocks of Common Scoter, Eider and Red-breasted Merganser. The scoter were
too far away to check for any rarities amongst them, even with help of Tim’s ‘magic scope’.
At 2pm we called an end to this trip and made our way to the airport for our flight back to Gatwick.
Our epic ‘Coast to Coast’ tour from Aberdeen to Skye and back, had seen us drive 1381 miles (that’s
over twice the distance of Land’s End to John O’ Groats – 603 miles), and tally up 130 species.

For the 4th year in a row we had been really lucky with the weather … and no midge or mozzie bites!
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Sandwich Tern colony
Arctic Tern

Puffins at Old Slains Castle

Gadwall

Mallard
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Osprey
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Scotland Coast to Coast 8 – 17 July 2022 (130 species)
White-tailed Eagle

Gannet

Mute Swan

Red Grouse

Golden Eagle

Guillemot

Pink-footed Goose

Grey Partridge

Marsh Harrier

Black Guillemot

Greylag Goose

Red-legged Partridge

Osprey

Razorbill

Canada Goose

Pheasant

Red Kite

Puffin

Shelduck

Collared Dove

Common Buzzard

Fulmar

Mallard

Stock Dove

Common Kestrel

Kittiwake

Tufted Duck

Feral Pigeon

Sparrowhawk

Great Skua

Teal

Woodpigeon

Peregrine Falcon

Arctic Skua

Gadwall

Skylark

Raven

Greater Black-backed Gull

Curlew

Meadow Pipit

Hooded Crow

Lesser Black-backed Gull

Whimbrel

Rock Pipit

Carrion Crow

Black-headed Gull

Oystercatcher

Tree Pipit

Rook

Herring Gull

Bar-tailed Godwit

Pied Wagtail

Jackdaw

Common Gull

Common Redshank

Grey Wagtail

Magpie

Common Tern

Common Sandpiper

Great Spotted Woodpecker

Jay

Little Tern

Common Snipe

Treecreeper

Ring Ouzel (H)

Sandwich Tern

Lapwing

Wren

Mistle Thrush

Arctic Tern

Ringed Plover

Common Whitethroat

Song Thrush

Cormorant

Dunlin

Blackcap

Common Redstart

Shag

Sanderling

Chiffchaff

Black Redstart

Goosander

Yellowhammer

Sedge Warbler

Blackbird

Red-breasted Merganser

Linnet

Willow Warbler

Robin

Red-throated Diver

Siskin

Grasshopper Warbler (H)

Common Starling

Black-throated Diver

Reed Bunting

Goldcrest

Whinchat

Great Northern Diver

Corn Bunting

Blue Tit

Stonechat

Slavonian Grebe

Lesser Redpoll

Great Tit

Wheatear

Little Grebe

Dunnock

Coal Tit

Spotted Flycatcher

Coot

House Sparrow

Long-tailed Tit

House Martin

Moorhen

Tree Sparrow

Crested Tit

Sand Martin

Eider

Chaffinch

Dipper

Barn Swallow

Common Scoter

Goldfinch

Little Egret

Common Swift

Goldeneye

Greenfinch

Grey Heron

Long-tailed Duck (poss.)

Bullfinch (H)
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TOP 10 TRIP HIGHLIGHTS:
As always, the wildlife and the scenery were spectacular, the company epic, and it was impossible
to choose one outstanding trip highlight. We’d happily give the honours to any of the following:
1. Close encounter with a White-tailed Eagle on the boat trip from Portree, Skye
2. Watching Ospreys at Newburgh, Loch Garten, Loch Insh and Udale Bay.
3. Black-throated Diver with 2 chicks at Lochindorb.
4. The fabulous seabird colony at Troup Head.
5. Briefest of glimpses of Pine Martin, Minke Whale and Common Dolphin.
6. Distant Golden Eagle at Glascarnoch Dam.
7. Dipper, Grey Wagtail, Common Sandpiper and Spotted Flycatcher at Old Spey Bridge.
8. Spectacular scenery at Applecross Bay, Findhorn Valley and on the Isle of Skye.
9. Red Deer and Fallow Deer at Garva Bridge.
10. Tree Sparrows at Loch of Strathbeg.

REGISTER YOUR INTEREST FOR NEXT YEAR (Fri. 7 – Sat. 15 JULY 2023):
We will be running a 9-day trip next year (missing out Skye but still seeing White-tailed Eagles in
Wester Ross). Places go quickly, so get in touch to register your interest early to avoid missing out.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/bargain_birding_club/
https://bargainbirdingclub.com/

All photos in this report were taken by Richard Hanman and can viewed online at:

https://www.flickr.com/photos/bargain_birding_club/
www.bargainbirdingclub.com
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