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Aberdeenshire Birding
24 ¢ 26 June 2022

Highlights:Ptarmigan, Red Grouse, Hen Harrier, Marsh Harrier, Red Kite, Peregrine, OspreyeamtOwl, Dipper, Raven,
Hooded Crow, Pirfooted Goose, Redhroated Diver, Puffin, Razorbill, Guillemot, Black Guillemot, Common Scoter, Eide
Gannet, Fulmar, Kittiwake, Greater Blatiacked Gull, Common Gull, Goosander, Redasted Merganser, Shag, Cormorant.
Great White Egret, Little Egret, Great Crested Grebe, Ringed Plover, Grey Plover, GreenshataileBaBodwit,
Oystercatcher, Curlew, Whimbrel, Little Tern, Arctic Tern, Common Tern, Sandwich Tern, Goldeneye, Wheatear, Stone
House Martin, Sand Martin, Swift, Swallow, Blackcap, Chiffchaff, Willow Warbler, Sedge Warbler, Tree Sparrow, Grey W
Rock Pipit, Tree Pipit, Coal Tit, Lesser Redpoll, Great Spotted Woodpecker, Corn Bunting, Siskin and Yellowhammye

Plus Bottlenose Dolphin, Grey Seal, Mountain Hare, Brown Hare, Small Headered Fritillary and Northern Marsh Orchid.
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Thursday 23 June 2022Fly Gatwick to Aberdeen:

Despiterail strikes, major roadworks and staff shortages,the drive after work to Gatwick went
without incident, checkin was quick, easy and efficient, and | boarded the 7.55pm plane to
Aberdeenbangon time. A 60 minute delaywaiting for ground crew to load our bagswasthe only
minor inconvenienceand we landedat Aberdeenat 10.150m asthe sunwassettingin a bright red
sky After collectingmy bag,it wasjusta shortwalkto my hotel at the airport for the next 3 nights

Friday24 June2022¢ LochStrathbeg,Ugie Estuaryand Ythanestuary:

Breakfastat 7am then | kickstartedmy trip list with HouseMartin nestingin the eavesof the hotel,
PiedWagtailand Herring Gull on the roof, and Swallowand Oystercatcheiflyingoverhead At 8am |
was pickedup by DavidLeslieof AberdeenshireBird Tours,for the start of a 3-dayrecceto explore
the bestsummerbirding sitesin AberdeenshireFirststop was (AB42 5JS) A short walk
around this picturesque, man-made fishing lake delivered a nesting Osprey plus Mute Swan
GreylagGoose Mallard, Moorhen, Grey Wagtail, Yellowhammer CornBunting, Blackcap Willow
Warbler, Chiffchaff Pheasant Linnet, Great Spotted Woodpecker SongThrush Blackbird Wren,
Robin BlueTit, GreatTit and Goldcrest Bonuswasa RoeDeerskulkingin the Rhododendrorscruh

Yellowhammer
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At 10am we movedon to RSPB.ochof Strathbeg(AB43 8QN) Tree Sparrowwere abundantin the
carparkanda PeregrineFalconcircledhighabove A walk from the visitorscentreto the hidesgave
us Great White Egret Common Buzzarg Marsh Harrier, Reed Bunting Sand Martin, Swift,
Shelduck Starlinganda hybridHoodedCrow. We alsoheardWater Railcallingfrom the reedbed

We then drove to St a | NECOepel, Rattray (AB42 3HA) to scanthe southern end of Loch
Strathbeg Here we saw Cormorant Common Tern, LesserRedpol| Meadow Pipit and Skylark
Other common speciesticked off were Carrion Crow, Rook Jackdaw Magpie, Collared Dove,
Woodpigeon FeralPigeon Chaffinch Goldfinch HouseSparrowandDunnock

Next stop wasthe River Ugie Estuaryat Peterhead(AB42 1LT) Fromthe HD Golf car park on Golf
Roadwe took a short walk alongthe river bank towards the sea By the footbridge we pickedup
Grey Heron, Eider, Blackheaded Gull and Common Gull. Scanningout to seawe saw a Red
throated Diver headingnorth, a Gannetheadingsouth, plus SandwichTern, LesserBlackbacked
Gull andGreatBlackbackedGullon the sandybeachon the oppositebank

Aswe grabbeda meal deal at Asdain Peterhead,we pickedup a Stonechatin the car park, then
headedto Bullersof Buchan(AB42 ONS)to consumeunchat 1pm. Suitablynourished we then took
a short walk to the cliffs, just as a thick seamist shrouded everything in a cloak of mirk.
Neverthelesswe couldstill makeout Shag Puffin, Razorbil] Guillemot, Kittiwake and Fulmar.

Next stop was SlainsCastle(AB12 ONR)and asthe seamist lifted we took a short walk to the cliffs
overlookingCruddenBayfor further viewsof Kittiwake Thena shortdriveto Old SlainsCastle(AB41
8ST)to see RockPipit and ¢.30 Puffin nestingin burrows on a grassyislandjust offshore A quick
stopat LochMeikle Loch(57°21'56.1"N 1°56'52.5"W) to seea largeflotilla of Tufted Duck

We then continuedon to the vastForvie NNR Firststop was\Waulkmill Hide (AB4 18RL) We timed
our visit perfectly as the tide was out exposingvast areasof mud. A small group of Pink-footed
Gooseprovideda yeartick for me (#203), plus GreyPlover, RingedPlover, Redshank Greenshank
Curlew, Whimbrel, Goldeneye Goosander Wigeon Teal Shoveler Shelduck, Lapwing
Oystercatcherlittle Egret GreyHeron,SandMartin, CommonTernand Arctic Tern A pristine male
Siskinin front of the hide was an unexpectedbonus,and as we drove backto the main road we
hearda Goldcrestcallingfrom the conifertrees. We alsosaw SparrowhawkandMistle Thrush

A short drive to Inch Road Newburgh(AB11 6BQ)to scanthe upper Ythanestuarywhere large
numbersof Eiderduckhad gatheredfor the moult. Davidalsopickedout a pair of Bartailed Godwit.
Another short drive to park at Bridge Terrace Newburgh(AB41 6BF)gaveus the easiestaccessvia
FoveranBurn to the tern colonyon the Ythanestuary We pickedout Little Tern, SandwichTern,
CommonTernand Arctic Tern,and a solitary Redbreasted Merganserasleepon the far river bank
BlackheadedGullchicksdemonstratedgreatvariancein terms of size,shapeand plumagecolour

At 5pm we called an end to the day and drove backto Aberdeen,passingthe infamousDonald
TrumpGolfCourseon-route. A total up revealed93 speciesseen/heardon day 1 ¢ happywith that!
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