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East Midlands
19 April – 22 May 2022
Trip Leader: Richard Hanman
Trip Guests:
Scott & Tracey Mantle, Warren & Elizabeth Mann, Nigel Trower & Pam Goode

Highlights: Bittern, Great White Egret, Whooper Swan, Barnacle Goose, Brent Goose, White-fronted Goose, Mandarin,
Garganey, Water Rail, Stone Curlew, Woodcock, Nightjar, Long-eared Owl, Tawny Owl, Red Grouse, Mediterranean Gull,
Yellow-legged Gull, Avocet, Black-tailed Godwit, Little Ringed Plover, Ringed Plover, Grey Wagtail, Yellow Wagtail, Raven,
Hobby, Peregrine, Marsh Harrier, Osprey, Red Kite, Kestrel, Raven, Common Redstart, Pied Flycatcher, Spotted Flycatcher,
Dipper, Lesser Redpoll, House Martin, Swift, Sand Martin, Swallow, Cuckoo, Blackcap, Garden Warbler, Willow Warbler,
Cetti’s Warbler, Sedge Warbler, Reed Warbler, Wheatear, Stonechat, Green Woodpecker, Great Spotted Woodpecker,
Nuthatch, Treecreeper, Tree Sparrow, Yellowhammer, Corn Bunting, Tree Pipit, Coal Tit and Bearded Tit.
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Thursday 19 May 2022 – 4 reserves in 4 counties
Following a recce 1 year ago (almost to the day) this was our first official Bargain Birding Club trip
around the East Midlands, taking in reserves across 7 counties – Norfolk, Suffolk, Cambridgeshire,
Lincolnshire, Nottinghamshire, Derbyshire and Leicestershire.
With 6 regular Bargain Birders all keen and raring to go, we assembled at our meeting point in
Sittingbourne, Kent at 6am and boarded the minibus full of excitement and anticipation of what we
would see over the next 4 days. On-route to our first reserve we kick-started our trip list with
Magpie, Jay, Carrion Crow, Rook, Jackdaw, Woodpigeon, Great Black-backed Gull and Herring Gull.
Our first stop was Weeting Heath in Norfolk, arriving around 9am before the main car park and
visitors centre was open. We parked carefully on the grass verge on Hockwold Road and scanned the
grassy slopes opposite the reserve. We quickly picked up Curlew, Pheasant, Skylark, Yellowhammer
and a surprise pair of Shelduck. A short walk through the pine forest gave us Robin, Wren,
Blackbird, Chiffchaff and Chaffinch. We then crossed the road and entered Weeting Heath reserve
itself. The Woodland Hide hosts a freshwater pool which is always a magnet for birds. Today we had
views of Nuthatch, Blackcap, Goldfinch, Great Tit and Blue Tit, plus Yellowhammer and Robin. As
we walked to the main West Hide under the rowdy corvid colony, we picked up a Song Thrush in full
voice and a pair of Spotted Flycatcher. We also heard Coal Tit.
From West Hide we scanned the stony heath and quickly located a pair of Stone Curlew with a chick.
Although distant, it was still great to see this rare bird which has a population estimate in the UK of
c.400 birds. Out on the rabbit-cropped Breck we also saw Lapwing and Red-legged Partridge.
At 10am we paid our entrance fee at the visitors centre and made use of the facilities. Annoyingly I
had to buy a new pair of binoculars as I’d left mine at home and couldn’t face the thought of birding
without any for 4 days. £80 paid for a pair of Norfolk Wildlife Trust branded Viking 10 x 42’s.
We then drove round to nearby RSPB Lakenheath, crossing the Little Ouse River border into Suffolk,
adding Kestrel, Swift, Collared Dove, House Sparrow and Starling in Hockwold-cum-Wilton. On
arrival at Lakenheath we set off on the main path from the visitors centre to the far viewpoint
overlooking Joist Fen. Our 3-hour ramble gave us good views of Cuckoo, Water Rail (with chicks),
Marsh Harrier, Hobby, Buzzard, Little Egret, Great Crested Grebe, Coot, Moorhen, Reed Bunting,
Reed Warbler, Sedge Warbler, Mallard, Tufted Duck, Gadwall, Mute Swan, Greylag Goose, Canada
Goose, Cormorant, Grey Heron and Black-headed Gull. We had fleeting glimpses of Great Spotted
Woodpecker, Cetti’s Warbler and Bearded Tit, and we also heard a Bittern ‘booming’, Common
Whitethroat ‘scratching’ and Green Woodpecker ‘waffling’.
At 2pm we moved on to Welney expecting to spend the rest of the day there. However, we arrived
30 minutes later surprised to find that it closes at 4pm in the summer months, 5pm in the winter. So
a 90 minute ‘speedy birding’ walk from the Observatory to Friends Hide and back was all we could
muster. Nevertheless, we managed to add Whooper Swan, Great White Egret, Black-tailed Godwit,
Avocet, Redshank, Little Ringed Plover, Oystercatcher, Common Tern, Little Grebe, Shoveler, Pied
Wagtail, Yellow Wagtail, House Martin, Swallow, Tree Sparrow, Linnet and Pheasant.
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Stone Curlew (RH)

Yellowhammer (TM)

www.bargainbirdingclub.com

Cuckoo (RH)

Hobby (RH)
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Water Rail (RH)

Whooper Swan (TM)
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House Martin (RH)

Tree Sparrow (RH)

Great White Egret (RH)

Jet (RH)

Spitfire (RH)
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Great White Egret (RH)
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Four-spotted Chaser (RH)

Damselfly sp. (RH)
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Orange-Tip (RH)

Painted Lady (RH)
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Muslin Moth (RH)

Bug sp. (RH)

Drinker Moth Caterpillar (RH)
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At 4pm, with the reserve closing, we made our way back to the minibus to consider our options.
After a brief discussion and democratic vote, we opted to drive to RSPB Frampton Marsh in
Lincolnshire as this is close to our hotel base for the night.
We arrived around 5.15pm and focused our attention on the reedbed and the scrapes visible from
the fantastic 360o panoramic hide in the centre of the reserve. We were blown away by the sheer
numbers of breeding birds on site with chicks of Lapwing, Redshank, Avocet, Black-headed Gull,
Greylag Goose and Canada Goose everywhere. We also added Ringed Plover, Pochard, Wigeon,
Brent Goose and Barnacle Goose to our trip list.
At 6.30pm we called an end to day 1 and headed for our hotel, picking up Greenfinch in the garden.
Over dinner we reflected on a great first day and totalled up our trip list to 84 species seen or heard.
We had also been keeping a Lepidoptera (butterfly & moth) list which despite the grey overcast skies
for most of the day, recorded Orange-Tip, Peacock, Painted Lady and Red Admiral, and an Odonata
list (dragonflies & damselflies) which recorded Four-spotted Chaser and Azure Damselfly.

Avocet (RH)

www.bargainbirdingclub.com

Lapwing chick (TM)

Moorhen chick (TM)
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Greylag Goose (RH)

Canada Goose (TM)
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Avocet (RH)

Ringed Plover (RH)
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Reed Bunting (RH)
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Friday 20 May 2022 – Return to Frampton + Bassetlaw birding in Notts.
Day 2 started at 7.30am when we collected our takeaway breakfast boxes and headed back to
Frampton Marsh. With all morning allocated to this fabulous reserve, we set off on the 2 mile ‘Wash
Trail’ circular walk.
Before we’d even left the car park, Scott picked up a single White-fronted Goose amongst a distant
group of Greylag. That brought our ‘goose’ total to 5 species and we joked that all we needed now
was an Egyptian. Well … guess what showed up on the lake next to the café / visitors centre … you
guessed it … an Egyptian Goose. It was here we also added Lesser Black-backed Gull to our trip list.
As we made our way around the reserve we had a Reed Warbler, Sedge Warbler and Skylark were
singing loud and proud, trying their best to be heard over the raucous calls of Avocet, Redshank,
Oystercatcher, Common Tern, Black-head Gull and Mediterranean Gull.
A walk along the sea bank gave views over a vast area of saltmarsh which stretched all the way to
The Wash. Among the muddy pools were dozens of Ringed Plover and Dunlin. A Meadow Pipit sang
from a fence post. Common Tern, Avocet, Ringed Plover and Black-headed Gull were nesting on
small islands on the reserve side of the sea bank. Scott also picked up a solitary Golden Plover.
At midday we moved on to nearby Freiston Shore, north of the River Haven. Water levels on the
scrape were high which meant wading birds were thin on the ground. We did manager to connect
with Turnstone, Feral Pigeon and an obliging Little Egret which fished in front of the hide. In the
walk along the woodland path back to the car park we added Corn Bunting and Dunnock.
We were spending the night at our hotel in Worksop so after topping up the diesel and picking up
some lunch we drove 90 minutes to Clumber Park in Nottinghamshire. A drive down the gorgeous
Limetree Avenue is always a pleasure, even in the drizzle. We stopped along the avenue to check out
a local spot which had produced Lesser Spotted Woodpecker and Common Redstart on previous
visits, but sadly today we drew a blank on both. We continued out of Clumber to the fishing lakes at
Carburton. Here we saw a female Mandarin with her brood and a male resting on the bank. The
bird feeders were empty so we topped them up with seed and waited, hoping for a Coal Tit, Marsh
Tit or Nuthatch to pay a visit. Sadly, not even a Robin turned up so we cut our losses and drove to
the Raptor View Point at Welbeck. Over the top of the forest we saw a pair of Common Buzzard
circling high, but no sign of any Honey Buzzard or Sparrowhawk.
With the afternoon at risk of turning into ‘one big dip’ a re-think was required. Rufford Abbey was
our first choice but when we arrived at 4pm the gate was already closed. Plan B then came into
force and we went instead to nearby Rufford Mill. (This place holds fond memories for me as it’s
where my grandad used to take me and my brother when we were of primary school age to feed the
ducks). We took a steady stroll along the woodland path that circumnavigates the large boating lake
and managed to see Canada Goose, Greylag Goose, Mute Swan, Mallard, Tufted Duck, Pochard,
Gadwall, Coot, Moorhen, Song Thrush, Nuthatch, Wren, Robin, Blackbird, Chiffchaff and Blackcap.
The local Grey Squirrels provided a few photo opportunities.
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Reed Warbler (RH)
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Reed Bunting (RH)

Sedge Warbler (TM)
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Sedge Warbler (RH)
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Avocet (RH)
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Avocet (RH)
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White-fronted Goose (TM)

Lesser Black-backed Gul (RH)
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Little Egret (RH)
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Nuthatch (TM)
Tufted Duck (RH)

Pochard (RH)
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Grey Squirrel (RH)
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At 6pm we headed to our hotel in Worksop and checked in for 2 nights. After dinner most of the
group were keen to venture back out again for some nocturnal bird watching, so we paid a visit to
Budby Common, near Edwinstowe. We made our way to a viewpoint on the heath adding Stonechat
to our trip list.
We didn’t have to wait long until the first Woodcock flew overhead. We then picked up a faint
‘squeaky gate’ call of Long-eared Owl chicks and had fleeting glimpses of an adult bird as it set off
on a hunting foray. It flew so low that at first we thought it was a deer or a rabbit. We followed a
small path towards the calling owlets, until their call was heard by all. With the light fading fast,
watched as the adult Long-eared Owl, flying low, fast and silent just above the ground, returned with
food and disappeared into the dark silhouette of the tree.
As we stood and listened, we saw 4 more Woodcock and heard 2 Tawny Owls calling in the distance.
Around 10pm, just as we were about to call it a night, we heard 1, then 2 then 3 Nightjars ‘churring’
close by. We listened for another 30 minutes to their mesmerising call, but alas the birds never flew
and remained hidden. We arrived back at our hotel at 11pm, tired after a long day in the field but
very, very happy. 15 more birds added to our trip list which now stands at 101 species after 2 days.
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Saturday 21 May 2022 – Birding in the north Derbyshire Dales:
Day 3 started at 6am with a pre-breakfast walk around Creswell Crags close to the Nottinghamshire
/ Derbyshire / South Yorkshire county borders. This limestone gorge is famous for being home to the
northern-most pre-historic cave art in Europe dating back to The Stone Age 50,000 years ago! The
draw for us though (pardon the pun), were the Jackdaws that nest in the gorge.

In the horse paddocks next to Creswell Cottages we picked up Mistle Thrush, Song Thrush, Blackbird
and Pheasant. We took the footpath which runs alongside Millwood Brook and were serenaded by
singing Blackcap, Chiffchaff, Wren, Goldfinch, Blue Tit, Great Tit. On the brook itself we saw family
groups of Mallard, Tufted Duck, Mute Swan, Coot and Moorhen. Jackdaws were abundant, nesting in
the gaps in the limestone cliff walls around the Ice Age caves which has intriguing names such as
Robin Hood Cave, Church Hole and Mother Grundy’s Parlour! We crossed the brook at the end of
Crags Pond and followed the riverside path back to the minibus, upgrading Great Spotted
Woodpecker from our ‘heard list’ to our ‘seen list’ in the process.
Back at the hotel for breakfast, some of the group managed to get good views of Grey Wagtail on
Chesterfield Canal. After breakfast we headed for Stanage Edge in the Hope Valley near Hathersage.
On this exposed, wind-swept, millstone grit escarpment, the temperature dropped significantly. We
scanned for Ring Ouzel but drew a blank, the birds probably flushed by the numerous walkers and
rock climbers already out and about doing their thing. We had better look finding Red Grouse,
Wheatear, Curlew and Meadow Pipit, and a Raven ‘cronked’ as it flew high overhead.
Next stop was Ramsley Reservoir where a walk along the moorland footpath produced numerous
Stonechat plus our first Willow Warbler and Tree Pipit of this trip. No sign of any Whinchat though.
Crossing the A621 Sheffield Road we descended down into Bar Brook Plantation. This is a small but
beautiful area of Birch and Willow and gave us good views of Pied Flycatcher and Common Redstart
plus fleeting glimpses of Spotted Flycatcher and Lesser Redpoll.
With tummies rumbling, we retraced our walk back to the minibus and headed to Youlgrave for a
lunch stop, picking up some home made sandwiches at The Old Bakery. Suitably refreshed, we
headed to nearby Bradford Dale. The River Bradford feeds into the bigger River Lathkill and both are
good locations for Dipper, but the latter is extremely popular with weekend walkers so best avoided
for birding. We parked in Stoneyside and as soon as we pulled up the sun came out.

As we followed the riverside path we watched as adult Mayfly emerged from the water managing to
avoid being eaten above and below water by Brown Trout and Grey Wagtails. We had amazing views
of adult and juvenile Dipper and Grey Wagtail, plus a surprise solitary male Mandarin.
Next stop was Padley Gorge which was busy with family groups out enjoying the late afternoon
sunshine. A short walk here produced a ‘Derbyshire Wall Creeper’ (a Treecreeper searching for food
on a drystone wall, plus Goldcrest and Nuthatch. Last stop of the day was Wyming Brook. We
arrived at 6.30pm when most day visitors had gone home, hoping to get views of Wood Warbler.
However, despite much scanning we drew a blank.
After 3 days, our trip list was now at 114 species.
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Mallard (RH)
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Mandarin (RH)

Coot (RH)
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Red Grouse (TM)

Stanage Edge (RH)
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Treecreeper (RH)
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Grey Wagtail (RH)
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Dipper (RH)
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Dipper (RH)
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Pied Flycatcher (RH)

Common Redstart (RH)
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Sunday 22 May 2022 – Rutland Water, Leicestershire:
No requests for a 6am start this morning, so breakfast at 8am, checked out and on the road by 9am.
We’d planned to spend the day at Rutland Water but as this is such a vast reserve, you really need
2-days to do it justice. Nevertheless, we arrived at 10am at the Anglian Water Birdwatching Centre
in Egleton, on the western shore of Rutland Water.

We set off on the northern loop and even before we’d reached the first hide we had a Red Kite glide
overhead and saw an Osprey flying in the distance. The woodland area was alive with singing
Blackcap, Wren, Robin, Willow Warbler and Chiffchaff. The reedy lagoon margins held singing Sedge
Warbler, Reed Warbler, Cetti’s Warbler and Reed Bunting.
Redshank Hide overlooks Lagoon 4 and from here we saw another Osprey, plus Peregrine,
Cormorant, Mute Swan, Grey Heron, Mallard, Pochard, Gadwall, Great Crested Grebe, Coot and
Moorhen. The walk to Grebe Hide gave us our first Garden Warbler of the day. From Grebe Hide
itself we observed the colony of Black-headed Gulls with their fluffy, brown chicks with black spots.
A Cuckoo called in the distance. Osprey Hide didn’t give us anything new so we quickly moved on.
Next stop was Sandpiper Hide which overlooks Lagoon 4. Here we saw Avocet, Oystercatcher,
Ringed Plover, Black-tailed Godwit, Redshank, Lapwing, Dunlin, Little Grebe, Great Black-backed
Gull, Greylag Goose and Egyptian Goose. From Dunlin Hide we added Little Ringed Plover to our day
list, and watched as a pair of Great Crested Grebe did a nest changeover, revealing 1 white egg.
From Plover Hide we could see nesting Common Tern, Mediterranean Gull and Black-headed Gull.
From Bittern Hide we caught sight of a Cuckoo as it flew across Lagoon 3. On the approach to
Shoveler Hide 2 male Garganey flew straight over heads, too fast for everyone in the group to get a
good luck, but quickly compensated by 3 passing Hobby. We didn’t add anything new at the next 4
hides (Buzzard, Smew, Crake & Lapwing) and arrived back to the visitors centre for lunch at 2pm.
Time was against us so we didn’t complete the southern loop at Egleton. Instead, at 2.30pm, we
drove round to Lyndon Visitors Centre on the southern shore of Rutland Water. We walked the
direct route to the Wader Scrape Hide which was hosting a school outing. The ‘guide in the hide’ still
took time to point out a juvenile Yellow-legged Gull and also suggested we move on to the next hide
for better (and quieter) views of the nesting Osprey in Manton Bay. He was right!

From Shallow Water Hide we could easily see the Osprey nesting platform, and scope views picked
out 3 chicks being fed pieces of a large fish by both adults. Every now and then, each adult would
take a turn in stretching their wings with a short flight but quickly returned to the nest. On the bay in
front of us, a pair of Great Crested Grebes courted each other with synchronised head bobs and
shakes, but it came to nothing and the pair eventually swam away in opposite directions.
At 4pm we made our way back to the visitors centre, stopping briefly in Wader Scrape, Tufted Duck
and Deep Water Hides. A Raven ‘cronked’ as it flew overhead, and we also saw Swallow, Green
Woodpecker, Yellow Wagtail, Linnet and our first sighting of Long-tailed Tit. We arrived back at the
visitors centre at 5pm and called an end to this trip. Final bird tally was 121 species in 4 days.
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Osprey (TM)
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Common Tern (RH)
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Great Crested Grebe (RH)

Cormorant (RH)
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Burley House, Rutland (RH)

Little Egret (RH)
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Yellow-legged Gull (RH)

Scorpion Fly (RH)
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Top 10 Trip Highlights:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Dipper, Grey Wagtail and Mandarin on the River Bradford near Youlgrave.
Pied Flycatchers and Common Redstart at Bar Brook Plantation.
Red Grouse and Wheatear at Stanage Edge.
An abundance of wader and wildfowl chicks at Frampton Marsh.
Whooper Swan, Great White Egret and Tree Sparrow at Welney.
Stone Curlew and Yellowhammer at Weeting Heath.
Cuckoo, Hobby and Water Rail at Lakenheath.
Nightjar, Woodcock, Tawny Owl and Long-eared Owl at Budby Common.
‘Derbyshire Wallcreeper’ (aka: Treecreeper) at Padley Gorge.
Osprey, Garganey and Common Tern at Rutland Water.

Guest Feedback:
“Thank you once again for another enjoyable holiday. Plenty of nice birds and lots of
them had young. For us the best were the grey wagtail with four youngsters on the
river Bradford, with a dipper as the encore. We also enjoyed the prolonged views of
Pied flycatcher a together with the Redstarts. Many of the locations were new to us,
but there were some familiar favourites as well. Thank you for all your hard work”.
(Elizabeth and Warren Mann).
“Report is it's usual high standard with info on all the places we visited. Lovely
reminder of a great trip. Looking forward to the next one”. (Pam Goode).

All photographs in this report were taken on this trip by Tracey Mantle (TM) or Rich Hanman (RH).
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Birds (121 sp.)
Bittern (H)

Stone Curlew

Long-eared Owl

Cuckoo

Green Woodpecker

Great White Egret

Woodcock

Tawny Owl (H)

Pied Flycatcher

Great Spot Woodpecker

Little Egret

Nightjar

Osprey

Spotted Flycatcher

Treecreeper

Grey Heron

Red Grouse

Red Kite

Willow Warbler

Nuthatch

Cormorant

Great Crested Grebe

Marsh Harrier

Cetti’s Warbler

Blue Tit

Whooper Swan

Little Grebe

Common Buzzard

Sedge Warbler

Great Tit

Mute Swan

Common Tern

Peregrine Falcon

Reed Warbler

Long-tailed Tit

Barnacle Goose

Black-headed Gull

Hobby

Garden Warbler

Coal Tit (H)

Brent Goose

Herring Gull

Kestrel

Blackcap

Bearded Tit

Canada Goose

Mediterranean Gull

Raven

Chiffchaff

Dunnock

Greylag Goose

Yellow-legged Gull

Rook

Common Whitethroat

House Sparrow

Egyptian Goose

Great Black-back Gull

Carrion Crow

Goldcrest

Tree Sparrow

White-front Goose

Less. Black-back Gull

Jackdaw

Wren

Chaffinch

Shelduck

Avocet

Jay

Yellow Wagtail

Goldfinch

Shoveler

Black-tailed Godwit

Magpie

Pied Wagtail

Greenfinch

Mandarin

Common Redshank

Mistle Thrush

Grey Wagtail

Lesser Redpoll

Garganey

Oystercatcher

Song Thrush

Northern Wheatear

Linnet

Gadwall

Curlew

Common Redstart

Stonechat

Yellowhammer

Common Pochard

Little Ringed Plover

Robin

Skylark

Reed Bunting

Tufted Duck

Ringed Plover

Blackbird

Collared Dove

Corn Bunting

Wigeon

Golden Plover

Common Starling

Woodpigeon

Meadow Pipit

Mallard

Lapwing

House Martin

Feral Pigeon

Tree Pipit

Coot

Turnstone

Sand Martin

Red-legged Partridge

Moorhen

Dunlin

Barn Swallow

Pheasant

Water Rail

Dipper

Common Swift

Butterflies, Dragonflies & Damselflies
Brimstone

Orange Tip

Peacock

Speckled Wood

Four-spotted Chaser

Azure Damselfly

Painted Lady

Red Admiral

Other Notable Insects
Scorpion Fly

Mayfly

Lacewing

Muslin Moth

Drinker Moth

Brown Hare

Rabbit

Mammals
Muntjac Deer

Roe Deer

Red Deer

Stoat

Grey Squirrel

Horseshoe Bat

https://www.flickr.com/photos/bargain_birding_club/
https://bargainbirdingclub.com/

BBC Group at Stanage edge
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Lime Tree Avenue, Clumber Park (RH)

www.bargainbirdingclub.com

