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North France
29 April – 2 May 2022
Trip Leader: Richard Hanman
Trip Guests (L > R):
Richard Marchese, Rob Reid, Lorna Reid, Liz Mason, Tracey Mantle, Scott Mantle,
Elizabeth Mann, Nigel Trower, Warren Mann & Geoffrey Bakewell

Highlights: Bittern, White Stork, Spoonbill, Glossy Ibis, Cattle Egret, Black-winged Stilt, Knot, Grey Plover, Little Ringed Plover,
Kentish Plover, Spotted Redshank, Wood Sandpiper, Ruff, Black-necked Grebe, Slavonian Grebe, Hen Harrier, Hobby, Raven,
Garganey, Pintail, Common Scoter, Short-toed Treecreeper, Crested Tit, Hawfinch, Bullfinch, Black Redstart, Crested Lark,
Tree Pipit, Lesser Whitethroat, Melodious Warbler, Grasshopper Warbler, Garden Warbler, Willow Warbler, Nightingale,
Turtle Dove, Cuckoo, Ring Ouzel, Wheatear, Whimbrel, White Wagtail, Yellow Wagtail, Grey Partridge, Fulmar and Kittiwake.
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Thursday 29 April 2022 – Marais de Guines and Romelaere, St. Omer
Our first Bargain Birding Club trip back to France since May 2019 now that post-Covid-19
restrictions have fully lifted. Indeed this is our 9th trip in 5 years to the beautiful Pas-de-Calais and
Somme departments in northern France (https://www.map-france.com/departments/).
This time our base was the quintessentially French Auberge in Argoules, perfectly located to explore
the birds and other wildlife of Crecy Forest, Marquenterre and the Somme estuary.
Our 11-strong group assembled at our meeting point in Sittingbourne, Kent at 6.30am and boarded
the minibus full of excitement and anticipation as to what we would see over the next 4 days. We
joined the 8.36am EuroTunnel train at Folkestone and arrived 40 minutes later in Calais. Clocks
adjusted forwarded 1 hour, and we were on the road and birding by 10.15am local time.
We kick started our trip list with Mallard, Pochard, Teal, Tufted Duck, Gadwall, Coot, Moorhen,
Mute Swan, Greylag Goose and Grey Heron on the pools near the EuroTunnel terminal. Continuing
on to Guines we added Woodpigeon, Collared Dove, Feral Pigeon, Blackbird, House Sparrow,
Black-headed Gull, Herring Gull, Great Black-backed Gull, Lapwing, Pheasant and Marsh Harrier.
We arrived at Marais de Guines 15 minutes later. From the car park we heard Nightingale, Blackcap,
Wren, Chiffchaff, Robin, Chaffinch, Blue Tit, Cetti’s Warbler and Green Woodpecker.
A 2-hour circular walk around the ‘Tadpole Trail’ added Willow Warbler, Sedge Warbler, Common
Whitethroat, Long-tailed Tit, Great Tit, Starling, Great Spotted Woodpecker, Common Buzzard,
Kestrel, Jackdaw, Magpie, Song Thrush, Jay, Little Egret and Cormorant. Scott’s ‘eagle-eyes’ also
managed to get fleeting glimpses of a Ring Ouzel which promptly flew behind a row of distant trees
and failed to reappear for the rest of us.
At 12.15pm we moved on to Romelaere. Whilst enjoying lunch on the picnic benches outside the
reserve entrance, we had overhead fly-bys of Raven, Sparrowhawk, Hobby, Mediterranean Gull,
Barn Swallow, House Martin and Swift. After lunch we took a steady 3 hour ramble around the
reserve and added White Stork, Swan Goose, Egyptian Goose, Cattle Egret, Great Crested Grebe,
Little Grebe, Garganey, Shoveler, Shelduck, Common Tern, Carrion Crow, Stonechat, Reed
Warbler, Garden Warbler, White Wagtail, Meadow Pipit, Reed Bunting and Bullfinch to our trip
list. We also had multiple view of Hobby and Marsh Harrier and heard Bittern ‘booming’, Turtle
Dove ‘purring’ and a Cuckoo calling.
At 4.30pm the group weren’t quite ready to call it a day just yet, so we popped to Clairmarais Forest.
A short walk to woodland pool didn’t produce any new birds, so at 5pm we boarded the minibus and
drove to our Auberge in Argoules. On arrival we were greeted by a singing Black Redstart.
Over dinner we reflected on a great first day and totalled up our trip list agreeing on 75 species.
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Argoules (RH)

Marais de Guines (RH)

Sedge Warbler (RH)
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Romeleare (RH)
Chiffchaff (RH)
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Garden Warbler (RH)

Common Tern (RH)
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Hobby (RH)

Percheron Horses (RH)

Herb Robert (RH)

Water Violet (RH)
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Friday 30 April 2022 – Crecy Forest & Marquenterre
Day 2 for some started with a 6.30am dawn, pre-breakfast walk around the beautiful village of
Argoules. Opposite our accommodation is Valloires Abbey, a 12th-century Cistercian abbey where
for centuries monks and nuns provided care and accommodation to children awaiting fostering.
Further information is available here: https://abbaye-valloires.com/. The only new birds added
before breakfast were Greenfinch and Goldfinch, but we did have repeat views of Cuckoo, Black
Redstart, Song Thrush, White Wagtail, Garden Warbler, Blackcap and Robin.
After breakfast we headed for Crecy Forest. Almost immediately on arrival we heard a Melodious
Warbler singing but couldn’t locate it. A Nuthatch called from the top of a Beech tree but it also
remained hidden. It was notable how much later the wild flowers were in the woodland margins
compared to back home in England. The lack of flowers also meant butterfly numbers were also
down compared to previous trips. We did manage to see single specimens of Brimstone, Greenveined White and Orange-Tip.
Next stop was Marquenterre. This flagship coastal reserve covers 200 hectares and is part of the
larger 300-hectare Baie de Somme Nature Reserve which has recorded 344 bird species – half of the
total species documented in Europe! After queuing 30 minutes to get in at 10am, we headed
straight for the observation platform which provides a grand vista over the reserve. A Cuckoo was
calling in the distance as we watched a White Stork attempt to predate a Mallard duckling. Luckily
Mother Mallard defended her brood with a fight and eventually chased off the stork.
We headed off on a circular walk around the reserve, following the ‘Red Route’, and quickly picked
up Crested Tit collecting caterpillars and the first of many Muskrats feeding out in the open. Next
stop was Hide 13 – a huge theatre-like hide with a grand stand view of the mixed heronry. We
marvelled as Spoonbill, White Stork, Little Egret, Cattle Egret and Grey Heron all staked their claim
and defended their patch from their neighbours intent on stealing nest material. No sign of the
Black-crowned Night Heron reported last week, but a singing Nightingale more than made up. As we
left the hide we picked up a pair of confiding Crested Tit, affording everyone great views.
Continuing around the reserve we added Great White Egret, Black-winged stilt, Glossy Ibis, Blacknecked Grebe, Pintail, Wigeon, Oystercatcher, Whimbrel, Greenshank, Redshank, Bar-tailed
Godwit, Black-tailed Godwit, Avocet, Ringed Plover, Turnstone, Common Sandpiper, Sandwich
Tern, Common Gull, Linnet, Lesser Whitethroat and Skylark to our trip list; plus further views of
Bullfinch, Willow Warbler, Chiffchaff, Whitethroat and Sedge Warbler. The stand out moment came
when a Water Rail walked out ‘bold as brass’ into the open and crossed the path right of front of us.
It was 4pm by the time we arrived back at the visitors centre, just in time for last orders at the café.
After refreshments the group split off as some were keen for second helpings of Black-winged Stilt,
while others went off searching for Short-toed Treecreeper and Crested Tit. At 6pm we all joined up
again Iin the car park and scoured the pine trees, eventually locating a Short-toed Treecreeper.
Back at our Auberge, Nigel and Scott managed to locate a Hawfinch in the garden. Another great day
with 30 new species added taking our trip total to 105 after 2-days.
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Crecy Forest (RH)
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Spoonbill (TM)

White Stork (RH)

www.bargainbirdingclub.com

White Stork (RH)
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Little Egret (RH)
Black-winged Stilt (RH)

Cattle Egret (RH)
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Crested Tit (TM)

Water Rail (TM)
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Glossy Ibis (TM)

Black-necked Grebe (TM)
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Water Rail (RH)
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Musk Rat (RH)

Coot (RH)
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Saturday 1 May 20222 – Crecy Forest, Sailly-Bray, Grand Laviers and Ault
Day 3 for half the group started at 6am with a return visit to Crecy Forest. Our gamble paid off and
we quickly picked up the singing Melodious Warbler again. This time we managed to track it down
and made sure everyone got good views. A Tree Pipit sang and performed its parachute flight from
a dead tree, and a Grasshopper Warbler ‘reeled’ but remained hidden in dense bramble scrub.
All around us a wall of sound was provided by singing Blackcap, Garden Warbler, Chiffchaff, Wren,
Robin, Song Thrush, Blackbird and Chaffinch. In the distance we could hear Cuckoo and Pheasant.
We were also lucky enough to see 2 Red Foxes and 3 Roe Deer ... but sadly no Wild Boar or Black
Woodpecker. On the way back to our Auberge, we criss-crossed tiny country-lanes and managed to
locate Grey Partridge, Red-legged Partridge, Rook, Northern Wheatear, Yellow Wagtail and a pair
of Hobby chasing each other around a tree.
After breakfast we drove towards Sailly-Bray ensuring the late-risers in the group manged to see
Wheatear, Yellow Wagtail, Grey Partridge and Red-legged Partridge. In a village paddock we found a
pair of Black Redstart feeding alongside Mistle Thrush, Song Thrush and Blackbird.
Next stop was Grand Laviers reserve. The visitors centre was closed (on account of it being a Bank
Holiday to celebrate the Festival of the Tulip in France), but the reserve and toilet block were open.
We set off on a the circular walk and quickly saw Cuckoo and heard Turtle Dove. A backdrop of
singing Nightingale, Blackcap, Garden Warbler, Chiffchaff and Cetti’s Warbler had now become the
norm as we made our way around the reserve. A Marsh Harrier glided overhead, followed by
another raptor of similar shape and size but which somehow looked to have more-slender wings.
After much debate and scanning hard with bins and scope, we finally agreed it was a distant male
Hen Harrier – what a bird!
Back at the car park, we crossed the road and completed a circuit around another part of the
reserve. From the elevated hide we had good views of Wood Sandpiper, Ruff, Little Ringed Plover
and Snipe, plus numerous Black-necked Grebe and Common Sandpiper.
At 2pm we drove to Le Hourdel for lunch. Some of the group opted for a full on bowl of Moulesmariniere, others opted for a lighter Crepe du Chocolate or a simple ice cream. On the estuary we
could see a small group of Curlew feeding in the mud.
Next stop was the Maison de la Baie de Somme … a natural history museum dedicated to birds.
We spent a pleasant hour exploring the amazing taxidermic exhibits, the small wild scrape at the
front of the museum, and the large duck pond at the rear. The museum features different habitats
around the Somme estuary and birds that can be seen here. On the scrape we saw 3 Black-winged
Stilt. The captive wildfowl collection afforded close up photographic opportunities of Goldeneye,
Greater Scaup, Red-crested Pochard and White-fronted Goose.
At 4.30pm we moved on to the ‘Reserve de Chasse et de faune du Hable D’Ault’ near Cayeux-surMer, which is both a duck hunting area and wildlife reserve. We quickly picked up Stonechat,
Wheatear, White Wagtail, Linnet and Meadow Pipit in the gravel dunes.
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Melodious Warbler (RH)

Tree Pipit (RH)
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Willow Warbler (RH)
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Yellow Wagtail (RH)

Grey Partridge (TM)
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Cuckoo (RH)

Wood Sandpiper (RH)
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Taxidermic exhibits at Maison de la Baie de Somme

Value for money bird watching trips for birders on a budget

Taxidermic exhibits at Maison de la Baie de Somme
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Wigeon (RH)

Pintail (RH)

Goldeneye (RH)
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Garganey (RH)

Greater Scaup (RH)
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Greylag Goslings (RH)
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Greylag Gosling (RH)
Greylag Goslings (TM)
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Driving further along the gravel track we came to a series of freshwater pools, which historically
have always held a good number and variety of waders. Today was no exception and we quickly
saw 3 Red Knot and a smart Grey Plover in full breeding plumage, plus Kentish Plover, Ringed
Plover, Little Ringed Plover, Bar-tailed Godwit, Avocet, Dunlin, Common Sandpiper, Sandwich Tern,
Lesser Black-backed Gull, Greater Black-backed Gull, Great White Egret and Cormorant.
Back at our Auberge, Tracey picked up a Spotted Flycatcher in the garden bringing our trip total up
to 125 species after 3 days.

Black-winged Stilt (RH)
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BBC Group (RH)

Grey Plover (TM)
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Ringed Plover (RH)

Grey Plover & Little Ringed Plover (RH)
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Sunday 2 May 2222 – Argoules, Stella Plage, 2 x Caps and Platier d’ Oye
Almost everyone was up for the 6am pre-breakfast walk around Argoules village this morning. We
were hoping for a view of the Hawfinch that Nigel and Scott had seen earlier in the week but sadly
it didn’t show … probably having a lie in! Small compensation was a calling Tawny Owl and a Grey
Wagtail by the river.
After breakfast we drove to Stella Plage and within seconds of arriving we spotted our target bird ...
a pair of Crested Lark in the sandy overflow car park area. A brief sea-watch pulled in a distant flock
of Common Scoter flying low over the sea in formation, plus Sanderling, Dunlin and Turnstone in
the tide line. A pair of Shag were drying their wings on the rocks below.
At 11am we arrived at Cap Griz-Nez. A walk to the lighthouse gave our first Dunnock, Corn Bunting
and Yellowhammer, plus repeat views of Linnet, Common Whitethroat and Stonechat. Scott
noticed an usual-looking ‘Blackbird’ that could have been a Ring Ouzel but it disappeared in the
long grass before its ID could be confirmed.
Next stop was Cap Blanc. A walk along the pebble beach to the base of the white cliffs gave
everyone good views of breeding Kittiwake and Fulmar. As we retraced our way back to the main
path, Tracey picked out a splendid Slavonian Grebe just offshore – what a bird! We celebrated with
a ‘chippy-lunch’ from a chip van in the car park.
Last stop of this trip was Platier d’Oye. From the 2-tier hide we had good views of Sand Martin,
House Martin, Mediterranean Gull, Garganey, Pintail, Wigeon, Shelduck, Lapwing, Whimbrel and
another Musk Rat. We then took a stroll along the boardwalk which runs alongside a large field. In
previous years this field had always produced Ring Ouzel … this year it produced 3! … “Oodles of
Ouzels” as Scott put it ☺. Also present were Mistle Thrush and Cuckoo. A few of us ventured a little
further and were rewarded by a ‘reeling’ Grasshopper Warbler, which remained hidden.
At 4pm we drove a little further along the Rue des Dunes to a large flooded area of paddock which
hosted a huge Sandwich Tern colony. Here we also picked up our first Canada Goose, plus Egyptian
Goose, Common Tern, Oystercatcher, Avocet, Common Redshank and Snipe. With one last ‘roll of
the dice’ we drove round the other side of the scrape and were rewarded with a distant but
stunning Spotted Redshank in full chocolate –brown breeding plumage. A great bird to end on.
At 5pm we called an end to the trip and drove the short distance to the Euro-Tunnel terminal at
Calais. Boarding our 6.36pm departure, we arrived back in Blighty just after 6pm local time.
Our final total was 140 species of bird seen / heard in 4 days – happy with that!
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Black Redstart (RH)

Crested Lark (TM)
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Kittiwake (RH)

www.bargainbirdingclub.com

Fulmar (RH)

Kittiwake (TM)
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Slavonian Grebe (TM)

Sand Martin (RH)
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Ring Ouzel (RH)

Spotted Redshank (RH)
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Map (RH)

Speckled Wood (RH)

Green Hairstreak (RH)
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Top 10 Trip Highlights:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Crested Tits at Marquenterre
Black-winged Stilts at Maison de la Somme, Marquenterre and Ault
Slavonian Grebe at Cap Blanc
Ring Ouzels and Spotted Redshank at Platier d’Oye
Melodious Warbler at Crecy Forest
Black Redstarts at Argoules and Sailly-Bray
Cuckoos at Grand Laviers
Black-necked Grebes and Garganey at Grand Laviers
Kentish Plover, Grey Plover, Little Ringed Plover and Red Knot at Ault
White Storks and Spoonbill at the heronry at Marquenterre

Guest Feedback:
“Can I say what a great trip it was, and you guided it brilliantly. The guests were very friendly and
incredibly knowledgeable. They too helped to make it a great weekend. The accommodation
helped too. I would certainly recommend you use the Auberge again. For me the highlight of the
trip was, of course, Marquenterre - what an excellent site! Thank you once again, and I look
forward to further trips with you in the not to distant future.” (Geoff Bakewell).
“We just wanted to say how much we enjoyed the holiday. The weather, the people, the hotel, and
the itinerary were all great. Many thanks for all your hard work and effort, which resulted in us
having four terrific days and seeing some wonderful birds. We are looking forward to seeing you
again in a few weeks time.” (Warren & Elizabeth Mann).
“We had a lovely trip to France staying in pretty Argoules, courtesy of Bargain Birding Club.
Marquenterre was the highlight of our stay for me where I got my first good sightings of Crested Tit
as well as a great heronry with White Storks, Spoonbill and Egrets”. (Tracey and Scott Mantle).
“Thank you very much for such a wonderful trip! It was very well organised, the hotel was fantastic,
the people were friendly and great fun to be with and we saw such an amazing array of birds. We
even had 4 species that were new to us. It was a great pleasure to go on a birding holiday again.
Thanks again for a fantastic trip. We look forward to the next one”. (Rob & Lorna Reid).
“Thank you for organising such a wonderful 4 days in France. Argoules with its old buildings, wild
flower meadow and family run Auberge was a perfect spot. You'd got together a great bunch of
friendly, knowledgeable people and I learnt a good deal from them. The highlights for me would
have to be our trip to Marquenterre, first sighting of a Crested Tit ,the confident Water Rail and my
early morning walks down to the river surrounded by bird song. Enjoyed every bit of it”. (Liz Mason)
All photographs in this report were taken on this trip by Tracey Mantle (TM) or Rich Hanman (RH).
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Birds (140 sp.)
White Stork

Slavonian Grebe

Kentish Plover

Nightingale (H)

Green Woodpecker

Spoonbill

Black-necked Grebe

Little Ringed Plover

Melodious Warbler

Great Spot Woodpecker

Glossy Ibis

Great Crested Grebe

Ringed Plover

Grasshopper Warbler (H)

Short-toed Treecreeper

Bittern

Little Grebe

Grey Plover

Willow Warbler

Nuthatch (H)

Great White Egret

Water Rail

Lapwing

Cetti’s Warbler

Turtle Dove (H)

Little Egret

Black-headed Gull

Common Sandpiper

Sedge Warbler

Collared Dove

Cattle Egret

Herring Gull

Wood Sandpiper

Reed Warbler

Woodpigeon

Grey Heron

Mediterranean Gull

Turnstone

Garden Warbler

Feral Pigeon

Cormorant

Common Gull

Dunlin

Blackcap

House Sparrow

Shag

Great Black-back Gull

Sanderling

Chiffchaff

Dunnock

Mute Swan

Less. Black-back Gull

Tawny Owl (H)

Common Whitethroat

Yellow Wagtail

Swan Goose

Kittiwake

Hen Harrier

Lesser Whitethroat

White Wagtail

Greylag Goose

Fulmar

Marsh Harrier

Wren

Grey Wagtail

Egyptian Goose

Sandwich Tern

Common Buzzard

Crested Tit

Northern Wheatear

Canada Goose

Common Tern

Sparrowhawk

Blue Tit

Stonechat

Common Scoter

Avocet

Kestrel

Great Tit

Skylark

Shelduck

Black-winged Stilt

Hobby

Long-tailed Tit

Crested Lark

Shoveler

Bar-tailed Godwit

Raven

Chaffinch

House Martin

Garganey

Black-tailed Godwit

Rook

Goldfinch

Sand Martin

Pintail

Common Redshank

Carrion Crow

Greenfinch

Barn Swallow

Gadwall

Spotted Redshank

Jackdaw

Hawfinch

Common Swift

Teal

Greenshank

Jay

Bullfinch

Pheasant

Common Pochard

Oystercatcher

Magpie

Linnet

Grey Partridge

Tufted Duck

Ruff

Mistle Thrush

Yellowhammer

Red-legged Partridge

Wigeon

Whimbrel

Song Thrush

Reed Bunting

Black Redstart

Mallard

Curlew

Ring Ouzel

Corn Bunting

Robin

Coot

Red Knot

Cuckoo

Meadow Pipit

Blackbird

Moorhen

Snipe

Spotted Flycatcher

Tree Pipit

Common Starling

Green-veined White

Butterflies
Brimstone

Orange Tip

Small White

Map

Speckled Wood

Green Hairstreak

Peacock

Red Admiral

Mammals
Musk Rat

Roe Deer

Red Fox

Brown Hare

www.bargainbirdingclub.com

Rabbit
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Scott & Nigel (RH)
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Crested Tit (TM)
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