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Saturday9th April 2022:

Westartedthis trip at 8.30amat Knepp, siteof the White Storkre-wildingproject.
Fulldetailscanbe foundhere: https://knepp.co.uk/white-storks

Onarrival,althoughchilly,the sunwasshiningandthe skywasblueaswe setoff on a
3-hour circularramblearoundthe White Route. It ŘƛŘƴΩǘtake us long to seeour first
White Storkasa pair were nestingin a largetree by the farm. With one bird already
on the nest,we watchedasa secondbird approached,circledandthen landedon the
nest,triggeringthe iconichead-throwing,bill-clappinggreeting.

A few hundred yards further on we saw 4 more storks roosting in trees by a small
stream,and 2 pairson distant nests. Aswe scanneda smallherd of Fallow Deerwe
pickedup a pair of Mistle Thrushanda loneLittle Egret. AGreyHeronflew overhead,
flappingits wingsslowlyasif it reallyŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘbebotheredwith all the effort of flying.

Thebushesandhedgerowswerealivewith singingDunnock, Robin, Chiffchaff, Wren,
BlueTit, GreatTit, GoldfinchandChaffinch. Recentcoldnorth windshadsuppressed
the arrivalof summermigrantswho wouldbe sureto be herein the next few weeks.

Wethen cameacrossa pair of free-roamingTamworthPigs(both pregnantsows)and
a smallherd of EnglishLonghornCattle, all employedto grazethe estate to prevent
woodlandencroachingonto the opengrasslandareasessentialfor the storks.

Aswe madeour wayaroundthe reservewe addedmanycommonbirdsto our trip list
includingBlackbird, SongThrush, HouseSparrow, Jackdaw, Magpie, CarrionCrow,
Rook, Woodpigeon, CanadaGoose, Mallard, Coot, Moorhen andPheasant.

Avianhighlightsthat put a smile onŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎface camein the form of RedKite,
CommonBuzzard, Kestrel, Jay, GreenWoodpecker, Greenfinch, Long-tailed Tit and
PiedWagtail.

One part of the trail took us through a small woodlandwhere the banksof a tiny
stream were adorned with Primrose, LesserCelandine, Bluebell and Dog Violet.
ButterfliesseenwerePeacock, RedAdmiral, Orange-Tip, BrimstoneandSmallWhite.

Nearingthe end of our circuit we were treated to a dozenWhite Storkscirclingand
ridingthe thermalsaboveour heads,no doubt alsoenjoyingthe springsunshine.

https://knepp.co.uk/white-storks
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