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Saturday9t April 2022

We startedthis trip at 8.30am at Knepp site of the White Storkre-wilding project
Fulldetailscanbe found here: https://knepp.co.uk/white-storks

Onarrival,althoughchilly,the sunwasshiningandthe skywasblue aswe setoff ona
3-hour circularramble aroundthe White Route It R A Rtgk@us longto seeour first
White Stork asa pair were nestingin a largetree by the farm. With one bird already
on the nest,we watchedasa secondbird approachedgircledandthen landedon the
nest,triggeringthe iconicheadthrowing, bill-clappinggreeting

A few hundred yardsfurther on we saw 4 more storksroostingin trees by a small
stream,and 2 pairson distant nests Aswe scanneda smallherd of Fallow Deerwe
pickedup a pair of Mistle Thrushandalone Little Egret A GreyHeronflew overhead,
flappingits wingsslowlyasif it reallyO 2 dzt bR lyoheredwith all the effort of flying.

Thebushesand hedgerowswere alivewith singingDunnock Robin, Chiffchaff Wren,
BlueTit, GreatTit, Goldfinchand Chaffinch Recentcold north winds had suppressed
the arrivalof summermigrantswho would be sureto be herein the nextfew weeks

We then cameacrossa pair of free-roaming Tamworth Pigs(both pregnantsows)and
a smallherd of EnglishLonghornCattle, all employedto grazethe estateto prevent
woodlandencroachingonto the opengrasslandareasessentialfor the storks

Aswe madeour way aroundthe reservewe addedmanycommonbirdsto our trip list
includingBlackbird SongThrush House Sparrow Jackdaw Magpie, Carrion Crow,
Rook Woodpigeon Canadasoose Mallard, Coot, Moorhen and Pheasant

Avian highlightsthat put a smileon S @ S NE fac¢ Gufigin the form of RedKite,
CommonBuzzard Kestre| Jay GreenWoodpecker Greenfinch Longtailed Tit and
PiedWagtail.

One part of the trail took us through a small woodland where the banksof a tiny
stream were adorned with Primrosg LesserCelanding Bluebell and Dog Violet.
Butterfliesseenwere PeacockRedAdmiral, OrangeTip, Brimstoneand SmallWhite.

Nearingthe end of our circuit we were treated to a dozenWhite Storkscirclingand
riding the thermalsaboveour heads,no doubt alsoenjoyingthe springsunshine

www.bargainbirdingclub.com


https://knepp.co.uk/white-storks

www.bargainbirdingclub.com



Www.bargainidingclub.o |



White Stork
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