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Introduction:
10 guests had booked on our Bargain Birding Club trip to the Gambia. For some it was their
first experience of Africa, for others it was a return visit to a familiar country. For everyone it
was a memorable trip with friendly people, glorious weather and an avian experience that
will live long in the memory.
Different guests had booked at different times, but we’d managed to tie together various
flight & hotel package deals with Thomas Cook and The Gambia Experience so that all bar
one of us was staying at the Senegambia Hotel, with Roger next door at The Kairaba. Most
of us were booked on the 8.20am flight out of Gatwick, with just Tim on the 8.30am flight
with Titan Airlines. Bryan had flown in from Spain the night before to join the group.
Gambia is the smallest country in mainland Africa, about half the size of Wales. It is part of
the British Commonwealth and English is widely spoken. It has a population of 2 million
with an average life expectancy of 60 for women and 58 for men. Women give birth to an
average of 4 children, which means the average age of the population is 21 years
(compared to 40 in the UK). The Gambia’s main economies are farming, fishing and
tourism, albeit one third of the population live below the International Poverty Line, existing
on less than US$1.25 per day.
Like The Nile is to Egypt, much of Gambian life and wildlife is dependent on its river. Three
times the length of the River Thames, the River Gambia stretches 1130km (702 miles) from
its source on the Fouta Djallon plateau in Guinea to its estuary at Banjul. It is saline up to
150km (93 miles) inland, and tidal up to 460km (286 miles) from the coast.

The Gambia has a tropical climate with a rainy season (June to October), and a dry season
(November to May). Some birders visit in November to see birds in their breeding plumage,
others in February / March when the 8’ high Elephant Grass has died down and the birds
are easier to see. The temperature remains a constant c.35oC all year round.
We planned to bird every day from dawn to dusk. To maximise our time in the field we
opted for a 1 night stay up river at Tendaba, deciding that a 4-day road trip to/from
Georgetown would mean we’d be spending too much time in the car. To see over 200 bird
species in the UK in a year is going some. With a bit of planning and a good guide it’s
possible to see 200 species in a week in The Gambia. On this trip we managed 204.

Tuesday 5th February 2019: Kotu Creek and Sewage Farm.
After clearing passport control, security and baggage reclaim, we were met by our
guide Bakary Jarju at the airport and transferred in our chartered ‘Birding Bus’ to the
hotel. En-route we kick-started our trip list with Black Kite, Hooded Vulture, Cattle Egret,
Pied Crow, Piapiac, Speckled Pigeon, African Mourning Dove and Red-billed Firefinch.
After check-in we re-grouped in the foyer of the Senegambia hotel at 5.15pm ready for
our first outing, picking up White-crowned Robin Chat, Red-billed Hornbill, Brown
Babbler and Long-tailed Glossy Starling in the gardens. We took a leisurely stroll
around Kotu Creek to take in the views from the bridge, rice fields and sewage farm.

White-crowned
Robin Chat (RH)

Red-billed Hornbill (RH)

From Kotu Bridge we had great views of Pink-backed Pelican, African Spoonbill, Longtailed Cormorant, Great White Egret, Little Egret, Grey Heron, Black Heron, Western
Reef Heron, Hammerkop, Senegal Thicknee, Spur-winged Plover, Wattled Plover,
Ringed Plover, Common Sandpiper, Wood Sandpiper, Whimbrel, Common Redshank,
Malachite Kingfisher, Pied Kingfisher, Blue-breasted Kingfisher, Western Grey Plantaineater, Grey-headed Gull, Caspian Tern, Yellow-billed Kite, Yellow-fronted Canary,
Bronze Mannikin, Wire-tailed Swallow and Blue-cheeked Bee-eater.
At times the sheer abundance of birds was just too much to take in for some,
overwhelmed by the colour, variety and the opportunity to see them all close up. That’s
why The Gambia is such a magical place for bird watching.

Spur-winged Plover (RH)

Hammerkop (RH)

Western Reef Heron (RH)

Long-tailed Cormorant (RH)

Pink-backed Pelican (RH)

Wire-tailed Swallow (RH)

We took the path to the right of
the creek sign posted ‘Nature
Trail’ which took us past some
muddy pools in the mangroves
and delivered Painted Snipe,
Yellow Wagtail, Village Weaver
and Yellow-crowned Gonolek.

Painted Snipe (RH)

The path then opened up into the rice fields and gave us good views of Rose-ringed
Parakeet, Senegal Coucal, Red-eyed Dove, Laughing Dove, Little Bee-eater, African
Palm Swift, Pallid Swift, Common Bulbul, Reed Warbler and Zitting Cisticola. Here we
caught up with a Dutch birding group so half of us politely moved past so as not to
disturb their guided walk, the rest hung back to soak up views of the Little Bee-eaters.

Little Bee-eater (RH)

Our advance party were first to arrive at the sewage farm and were greeted by a large
flock of White-faced Whistling Duck and sightings of Sacred Ibis, African Jacana, Little
Grebe, Squacco Heron and Sedge Warbler. The rest of the group caught up having
added Northern Puffback, Palm-nut Vulture and Fork-tailed Drongo to the list. Time was
approaching 7pm, the light was fading fast and mosquitos were starting to appear, so
we returned to the bus. At one point Bryan veered off to the right. We called him back,
thinking he was going the wrong way, but when he caught us up he revealed the back
of his camera to show a great photo of an Allen’s Gallinule emerging from the reeds.
Last bird of the day was Green Wood-hoopoe in the gardens of Badala Park Hotel.

White-faced Whistling Duck (RH)

Allen’s Gallinule (BT)

Green Wood-hoopoe (BT)
After changing up some money, we opted for dinner at Al Terrace on the ‘strip’ tempted
by their offer of 10% discount as we were a group of 10 (Trevor having opted to stay in
the hotel for a ‘liquid dinner’). By 10pm we were all fed and watered and everyone had
bonded and the chat flowed as we shared our highlights of our walk at Kotu Creek and
totalled up our trip list – 65 species in just 3 hours. What a brilliant start!

Wednesday 6th February 2019: Mandina Ba, Farasuto & Bonto Forest
After a good nights sleep and breakfast at 7am we were picked up by Bakary and
‘driverman’ in our birding bus just after 7.45am.
First stop was Mandina Ba, an agricultural area 1 hours drive inland from the coast. We
went for a walk down Mandina Ba bush track and soon picked up Pin-tailed Whydah,
Fine Spotted Woodpecker, African Harrier Hawk, Western Grey Plantain-eater,
Lavender Waxbill, Grey-backed Camaroptera and Village Indigobid. In the marshy
grazing area a group of Hooded vultures were picking over the carcase of a dead pig.
As we continued further we added Intermediate Egret, Blue-bellied Roller, Abyssinian
Roller, African Pied Hornbill, Shikra, Yellow-billed Shrike and Bearded Barbet.
Western Grey
Plantain-eater (RH)

Bearded Barbet (BT)

African Pied Hornbill (RH)

Grey-back Camaroptera (RH)

Hooded Vulture feeding frenzy (RH)

Hooded Vulture (RH)
Jacqui, Bryan, Tim,
James & Lesley (RH)

We then caught sight of a small group of well-nourished donkeys that had several
Yellow-billed Ox-peckers riding on their backs. With doves and pigeons ever-present
and constantly calling we put in a bit of an effort to separate Black-billed Wood Dove,
Vinaceous Dove, Red-eyed Dove, Speckled Pigeon and African Green Pigeon.

Ox-peckers hitching a ride (RH)

Yellow-billed Ox-pecker (BT)

Yellow-billed Ox-pecker (BT)

Next stop was Farasuto for another short ‘bush walk’ which this time gave us Dark
Chanting Goshawk, Red-cheeked Cordon-Bleu, Black-rumped Waxbill, Grey-headed
Sparrow, Black-winged Bishop, Black-necked Weaver, Purple Glossy Starling, African
Golden Oriole, Eurasian Hoopoe, African Thrush, Greater Honeyguide, Pied-winged
Swallow, Grey Woodpecker and a distant Black-headed Heron.
Dark Chanting Goshawk (RH)

Hoopoe (RH)

Green Wood-hoopoe (RH)

Grey-headed Sparrow (RH)

Grey Woodpecker (RH)

We then entered Farasuto Forest
itself and had our first glimpse of
Red-Bellied Paradise Flycatcher,
Snowy-crowned
Robin
Chat,
Common Wattle-eye, White-backed
Night Heron and Giant Kingfisher.
Bakary then utilised the wellorganised network of local ‘spotters’
to put us quickly on to African
Wood Owl, Greyish Eagle Owl,
Long-tailed Nightjar and Standardwinged Nightjar – all nocturnal
species, none of which we would
have stood a chance of finding for
ourselves without the ‘spotters’.

Red-bellied Paradise
Flycatcher (BT)

African Wood Owl (RH)

Greyish Eagle Owl (RH)

Long-tailed Nightjar (RH)

Standard-wing Nightjar (RH)

With tummies rumbling and the time rapidly moving on, we headed for nearby Sita Joyeh
Lodge on Baobab Island for our pre-booked lunch. Access to the island is via a small
launch which required 2 trips to carry us all safely across the river.
Lunch was an authentic Gambian home-cooked meal of Butter Fish in a peanut sauce,
fried rice, chips and salad, all washed down with a cold Julbrew beer. With the
temperature zapping the energy of both birds and birders alike, a brief siesta until 4pm
saw us sitting in the shade casually observing Pied Crow, Grey-headed Sparrow and
Village Weavers pick over any scraps from the kitchen.
A short stroll around Baobab Island delivered amazing views of an adult Klaas’s Cuckoo.
Also present was Spotted Honeyguide and Striated (Green-backed) Heron on the beach.
Baobab Island (RH)

We travelled back to the mainland the same way we came (via boat) and then at 6pm we
continued on to Bronto for another forest walk in search of roosting owls and nightjars.

Boat transfer to Sita Joyeh Lodge (RH)

Klaas’s Cuckoo (RH)

Striated Heron (BT)

Pied Crow (RH)

At Bronto we added African Grey Hornbill, Blue-spotted Wood Dove, Violet Turaco,
Double-spurred Francolin, Little Greenbul, Beautiful Sunbird, Splendid Sunbird, Vitelline
Masked Weaver, Palm-nut Vulture, Senegal Parrot and White-faced Scops Owl.
Crashing through the bushes we heard then saw Western Baboon and Red Colobus
Monkey, while two domesticated pigs wallowed in a drinking pool undeterred by all the
commotion. Last bird of the day was a Verreaux’s Eagle Owl with chick. At 7.00pm we
called it a day and returned to our hotel. Half the group opted for some ‘quiet-time’,
while the other half dined out on tapas at The Winery. Our trip list now totalled 118!

Palm-nut Vulture (RH)
Domestic Pig (RH)

White-faced Scops Owl (RH)

Verreaux’s Eagle Owl (RH)

Thursday 7th February 2019: Pirang Shrimp Farm then the long drive to Tendaba.
Sadly Ed had succumbed to a dose
of ‘Banjul Belly’ overnight so wasn’t
able to join us for breakfast or our 2day trip upriver to Tendaba. His
partner Lesley dutifully stayed with
him for some rest and relaxation at
the Senegambia Hotel.

Pirang Shrimp Farm (RH)

The rest of us packed our overnight
bags, boarded the ‘Birding Bus’ and
departed at 7.45am. First stop was
the shrimp farms at Pirang.
On arrival we were greeted by an obliging Abyssinian Roller perched in a tree. Nearby,
Blue-bellied Roller and Pied Kingfisher competed for our attention. Most of the pools had
dried up so we slowly made our way around the dusty tracks in search of water. Where
there’s water there is always birds. Overhead we had fun separating Red-rumped
Swallow from Wire-tailed Swallow, and Gull-billed Tern from Grey-headed Gull.
Our walk in the hot sun was rewarded with good views of Namaqua Dove, Grey Kestrel,
Greenshank, Wood Sandpiper, Ringed Plover, Curlew, Sanderling, Dunlin, Little Stint,
Crested Lark, Pied Crow, Northern Red Bishop, Southern Grey Shrike, Woodchat Shrike,
Blue-cheeked Bee-eater and Blue-headed Wagtail.
Wire-tailed Swallow (RH)

Red-rumped Swallow (RH)

Blue-headed Wagtail (RH)

‘Birding Bus’ (RH)

Abyssinian Roller (BT)

Blue-bellied Roller (BT)

Blue-cheeked Bee-eater (BT)

Woodchat Shrike (BT)

Grey Kestrel (BT)

In the distance we could see a large mixed flock of bigger birds. As we approached we
were able to separate out Great White Egret, Little Egret, Yellow-billed Stork, Grey
Heron, Western Reef Heron, African Spoonbill, Eurasian Spoonbill and Pink-backed
Pelican. With the heat sapping our energy, Bakary called our driver and we gratefully
boarded our birding bus and rehydrated on cold drinks.

Pirang Shrimp Farm (RH)

Pink-backed Pelican (RH)

Yellow-billed Stork (RH)

African Spoonbill (RH)

African & Eurasian Spoonbill (RH)

Eurasian Spoonbill (RH)

Next stop was Faraba Suto. Here we picked out Pearl-spotted Owlet in a large Acacia
tree in the middle of a grazing pasture. In the same tree we had the briefest of
glimpses of a Western Olivaceous Warbler. Other birds picked up in the fields were
White-billed Buffalo Weaver, Piapiac, Wattled Plover, Red-billed Hornbill, Fine-spotted
Woodpecker, Yellow-crowned Gonolek and Tawny-flanked Prinia.

Pearl-spotted Owlet (RH)

Western Olivaceous Warbler (RH)
Tawny-flanked Prinia (BT)

Fine-spotted Woodpecker (BT)

Lunch had been pre-booked as cheese and tomato baguettes from a roadside eatery,
but when it arrived it transpired our order had been lost in translation and we ended up
with beef-burger with tomato – not at all suitable for the vegetarians in our group!
Attempts to find an alternative meal in a local market drew a blank, with only tomatoes
and onions on offer. So we opted to drive straight to Tendaba, stopping en-route to
admire views of Brown Snake Eagle, Long-crested Eagle, Dark Chanting Goshawk,
Rufous-crowned Roller, Green-backed Eremomela, Pygmy Sunbird and Little Swift.

Brown Snake Eagle (RH)

Long-crested Eagle (RH)
Rufous-crowned Roller (RH)

We arrived at Tendaba at 4pm. Sharon and Steve ordered a plate
of chips to tie them over until dinner. In the gardens we picked up
Northern Puffback, Grey-headed Bush Shrike, Grey-backed
Camaroptera, Long-tailed Glossy Starling, White-crowned Robin
Chat, Lavender Waxbill and Red-billed Firefinch.
A few guests opted for a pre-dinner dip in the hotel swimming
pool, while others were keen on a walk around the back of
Tendaba village in search of coursers. Sadly, neither the Bronzewinged Courser nor Temminck’s Courser that we saw this time
last year put in an appearance. Black-headed Plover and
Chestnut-backed Sparrow Lark were also notable in their
absence. The only new bird we picked up was Bronze-tailed
Glossy Starling. Laughing Dove, Namaqua Dove and Greyheaded Sparrow weren’t enough to keep us birding so we
returned to camp for dinner. Our trip list had now reached 146.

Grey-headed
Bush Shrike (BT)

Facilities and rooms at Tendaba are famously ‘basic’, so it was encouraging to see
investment being made in new accommodation blocks, and a refresh of the restaurant,
kitchen and bar area. After a long wait, the temporary kitchen finally rustled up big pans
of couscous, fried rice, boiled potatoes and onion sauce for our vegetarians. The ‘meat
option’ turned out to be fish-heads – literally just fish heads! … We all went veggie!

Tendaba Camp

Friday 8th February 2019: Tendaba boat trip and Kiang West Park.
After a surprisingly good nights sleep for most on a comfortable mattress in an African hut,
the day started with coffee and an omelette breakfast at 7am. We then made our way to
the jetty and descended the rickety metal ladder to board a pirogue boat for a guided tour
of the mangroves. Jacqui was still feeling a little worse for wear so opted to stay in camp.
Little Swift were flying around the jetty, Great White Pelican, Long-tailed Cormorant and
Caspian Tern flew up and down the main river channel, while Great White Egret, Western
Reef Heron, Grey Heron, Turnstone and Yellow-billed Kite patrolled the shoreline for food.

Tendaba jetty (RH)
We crossed from the south bank to the north bank of the mighty River Gambia. As we
entered a small creek we slowed down the boat speed and started scanning the exposed
mangrove roots and tree tops. One by one the birds started to appear.

Entering the mangroves (RH)

Great Cormorant and African Darter were the most numerous birds seen in the mangroves.
Both were drying their wings on the dead riverside trees. A Blue-breasted Kingfisher put on
a show diving from a lofty perch for a fishy meal. A Malachite Kingfisher was spotted but
our boat drivers attempts to give everyone a clear view ended up with us beaching on the
riverbank and dislodging half a tonne of mangrove into the boat!

Great Cormorant (RH)

African Darter (RH)

Great Cormorant (RH)
Great Cormorant (RH)

Great Cormorant (RH)

African Darter (RH)

Great Cormorant (RH)

Blue-breasted Kingfisher (RH)

Blue-breasted Kingfisher (RH)

A little further on we were watching a large winged insect flying just above the water when
from nowhere a Blue-breasted Kingfisher swooped, grabbed it mid-air, and then flew to a
branch to devour it. The whole drama was over in a flash but will last long in our memories.
As we continued against the tide to explore the quiet creeks we started picking up new
birds in the form of a juvenile African Fish Eagle, Sandwich Tern, Mouse-brown Sunbird,
Black-crowned Night Heron, Bruce’s Green Pigeon, Swallow-tailed Bee-eater, Whitethroated Bee-eater and a distant Montagu’s Harrier.
African Fish Eagle (RH)

White-throated
Bee-eater (RH)

Great White Egret (RH)

Western Reef Heron (RH)

Whimbrel (RH)

Grey Heron (RH)

Senegal Thicknee (RH)

Common Sandpiper (RH)

Other birds noted included Rose-ringed Parakeet, which flew noisily overhead, Whimbrel,
Common Sandpiper, Senegal Thicknee, Squacco Heron and African Grey Hornbill. We
only saw one crocodile which frustratingly slid from the muddy bank and disappeared
below the water before we could get too close.

Back on dry land (RH)
“It was this big!” (RH)

We arrived back at Tendaba Camp around 11am, giving us time to pack up and checkout
at midday. We were heading back to the coast today but took the opportunity to pop into
Kiang West National Park near Tendaba on the way back. It was here that we had good
views of African Hawk Eagle, Vieillot’s Barbet, Northern Crombec and Variable Sunbird.

African Hawk Eagle (RH)

White-backed Vulture (RH)

Vielliot’s Barbet (RH)

Purple Glossy Starling (RH)

Lunch was proper cheese and tomato baguettes that we’d had made up for us at Tendaba.
We sat under the shade of a large fig tree which also attracted the attention of Red-billed
Quelea, Purple Glossy Starling, Long-tailed Glossy Starling, Common Bulbul and African
Grey Hornbill. A White-backed Vulture soared high above us. While we relaxed, our ‘birding
bus’ developed a flat tyre but our driver quickly replaced it and we were soon on our way.
It was a long, hot, dry, dusty journey back to the Senegambia Hotel and most of the group
took the opportunity to catch up on some sleep. Consequently we only stopped briefly for
roadside views of African Harrier Hawk, Rufous-crowned Roller and Abyssinian Roller.
After 4 days, our trip list was now sitting at 164 species.

Saturday 9th February 2019: Abuko Gallery Forest & Lamin Rice Fields.
Steve, Sharon and Jacqui all opted for a pool day today, so the rest of us met up for
breakfast at 7am and then departed at 7.45am for the nearby Abuko Gallery Forest Park.
We paid our entrance fee and set off along the trail. First stop was the elevated Darwin
Hide which overlooks a large woodland pool. A crocodile glided across the water and
hauled itself out into the long grass on the far side. Western Grey Plantain-eaters were
foraging just beneath us, African Palm Swift flew overhead, and a Palm-nut Vulture was
being harassed by Pied Crows.
We were then treated to a magical 30 minutes of birding, which started with a pair of Pied
Kingfisher hovering and perching just metres away from us. This caught the attention of a
Giant Kingfisher which swooped from a tree and started chasing the Pied Kingfishers
around and around the pool in a scene reminiscent of a World War 2 ‘aerial dog-fight’.
Pied Kingfisher (RH)

Giant Kingfisher (RH)

Eventually normality resumed as the kingfishers returned to their original starting positions.
A Squacco Heron then seized the opportunity to break cover and flew straight towards us,
landing on the same perch as the Pied Kingfishers, affording everyone excellent views of
its white wings in flight which magically disappeared once it landed.

Squacco Heron (RH)

Squacco Heron (RH)

Lizard Buzzard (RH)

Overhead we were treated to fly-pasts of Shikra, Black Kite and Yellow-billed Kite, before a
pair of Lizard Buzzards were spotted in a tree. A pair of distant Violet Turaco wowed us
with their red and purple wings. We could have easily just spent the rest of the morning in
the Darwin Hide, but the clock was ticking and so we continued further along the trail
towards the animal orphanage. En-route, we stopped to admire Yellow-breasted Apalis,
Common Wattle-eye, Green Turaco, Senegal Parrot and Splendid Sunbird.
Palm-nut Vulture (RH)

Senegal Parrot (RH)

Violet Turaco (RH)

Common Wattle-eye (RH)

Green Turaco (RH)

Splendid Sunbird (RH)

At the animal orphanage we had a quick look around the cages which housed some sorrylooking hyenas, baboons and vultures. The warden was busily feeding the wild vultures
which descended from the sky all around us. A small bar provided cold drinks and some of
the group bartered with a stall owner for a good price on a souvenir or two.

We paid 200 Dalasai (£3) to enter the bird watching hide which overlooks a small drinking
pool and sat quietly. It wasn’t long before a procession of doves came one-by-one to drink
and bathe. Laughing Dove, Red-eyed Dove, Blue-spotted Wood Dove and Black-billed
Wood Dove. Then the excitement levels rose as a pair of Western Bluebill came in for a
drink, and were joined by Red-billed Firefinch and Bronze Mannikin.

What followed next was another magical moment as a Green Monkey came into drink. It
showed no signs of fear as it kneeled down and leaned forward to drink from the pool.
Minutes later the monkey moved off and in came a very cautious African Bush Buck. It was
very hesitant, stopping and observing, partially concealed behind trees, before finally
venturing out into the open to take a drink. A rustling of leaves spooked the antelope which
shot off back into the bush. The rustling turned out to be a large Monitor Lizard whose
desire to quench his thirst duly scared off any birds waiting to take their turn to drink/bathe.
Again we would have happily spent a few hours in the hide but the time was now 1pm and
we had booked lunch at nearby Lamin Lodge, just a short drive from Abuko.
Green Money (RH)

Laughing Dove (RH)

African Bush Buck (RH)

Monitor Lizard (RH)

Blue-spotted Wood Dove (RH)

Western Bluebill (RH)

Black-billed Wood Dove (RH)

Lamin Lodge (BT)

Lamin Lodge itself is a spectacular place to have
lunch. Its constructed of wood, built on 3 levels
and has excellent views over the mangroves and
navigable creeks. Lunch was a buffet of
barracuda, rice, spaghetti pasta, onion sauce and
fresh salad. As we dined we kept an eye on the
Grey-headed Gulls, Sandwich Terns and Caspian
Terns resting on the boats and buoys. Even the
birds were having a siesta at this time of day.
At 2pm we opted for a short walk around Lamin rice fields. Birds were thin on the ground,
but we did manage to connect with African Grey Hornbil, Squacco heron, Western Reef
Heron, Grey Heron, Great White Egret, Long-tailed Cormorant, African Jacana, Common
Sandpiper, Wood Sandpiper and our only Green Sandpiper of this trip.
However, with the temperature hitting 39oC and not much shade, it wasn’t long before we
re-considered our options. The popular vote was to jump back on the bus and head for the
coast … or specifically … to find a bar in the shade!
Within half an hour we were downing cold beers at the Bakotu Hotel. The observation
platform that looks over Kotu Creek at the rear of the hotel was devoid of birdlife, on
account of the tide being out. However hundreds of Signal Crabs had emerged from their
holes and were frantically waving their over-sized claw to attract the attention of a mate.
Suitably refreshed, we headed to Kotu bridge to fill our bins with good views of Bluebreasted Kingfisher, Pied Kingfisher, Long-tailed Cormorant, Senegal Thicknee, Western
Reef Heron, Grey Heron and Common Redshank. We also picked up a couple of new birds
for our trip list in the form of Little Ringed Plover and Grey Plover.
Last stop was across the road to the Gambian Bird Guides Hut. Here a small drinking pool
has been created and is known to attract smaller birds. As we perched on the concrete wall
with bins and cameras focussed on the pool, an Oriole Warbler flew in, saw us and flew off
again. Blinked and we’d have missed it! A notable bird on any day, and for us it marked the
172nd bird of our trip with 5 days gone and 3 days still to go.

Grey Plover (RH)

Oriole Warbler (RH)

Grey Heron at Kotu Bridge (RH)

Sunday 10th February 2019: Kartong and Tanji.
We’d now settled into a routine of breakfast at 7am and departure at 7.45am to max our
time in the field before it became too hot. Today we were heading south along the coast.
First stop was Kartong Bird Observatory near the south Senegal border. Here we were
met by Dembo Jatta, the resident bird guide and warden.

We set off on a clockwise walk around the reserve beginning at the small-holdings near
the observatory. Long-tailed Glossy Starlings perched on the fences and Piapiacs were
feeding on the ground. Lesley picked out a House Sparrow amongst a mixed finch flock.
A distant Osprey was seen but we were all more interested in a magnificent Blackshouldered Kite perched at the top of a distant tree. This is Bryan’s favourite bird, and the
main reason he’d booked on the trip, so we all held back to give him the opportunity to
capture the perfect shot. Only Trevor ‘objected’, proclaiming the Osprey was a better bird.
So I talked Trevor into a bet convinced we’d see more Osprey later today. The bet was
Trevor would have to buy me a beer for each and every Osprey we saw! Game on!
Black-shouldered Kite (BT)

Black-crowned Tchagra (RH)

As we continued around the edge of reserve we picked up a plethora of ‘special’ birds.
First up was a Lizard Buzzard, quickly followed by Grey Kestrel, Red-necked Falcon,
African Harrier Hawk, Northern Black Flycatcher and a Black-crowned Tchagra. We
reached a large open area of reedbed. Although most of the water had dried up there
were still enough to attact Spur-winged Goose, Purple Swamphen, Black-headed Heron,
Wood Sandpiper, Spur-winged Plover, Singing Cisticola and Tawny-flanked Prinia.
Red-necked Falcon (RH)

Grey Kestrel (BT)

Lizard Buzzard (RH)

Spur-winged Goose (RH)
A little further on we bumped into another bird group which had some familiar faces! The
other group turned out to be from Sandwich Bird Observatory in Kent – what were the
chances! As we exchanged pleasantries and compared trip lists, a large fast-flying raptor
swooped down the valley and perched in a distant tree. Scope views revealed a rare
Ovambo Sparrrowhawk – what a bird!
Sandwich Bird Group (RH)

Ovambo Sparrowhawk (BT)

We parted company with the group from Sandwich and continued on towards the beach.
Overhead we had multiple-sightings of Black Kite, Marsh Harrier, Palm-nut Vulture,
Mosque Swallow and Rufous-chested Swallow. A Yellow-crowned Gonolek and a
Woodchat Shrike both perched briefly on a nearby bush but flew off before we could
capture them on camera. Oh … and we also had 4 Osprey in the space of 30 minutes!
At the beach we headed straight for the bar. Well, when we say ‘bar’ we really mean
‘shack’. A rough and ready lean-to, adorned with hanging fish-bone ornaments and sunbleached pieces of driftwood. No matter. A cold drink is a cold drink in any bar!

Once refreshed we set off looking for bee-eaters. However, our attention was immediately
drawn to a male Abyssinian Roller in full breeding plumage complete with long tail
streamers, our second Black-shouldered Kite of the day … and two more pints!
(Ospreys). We headed for a freshwater creek that leads to the sea. The tide was out so
we were able to walk over the muddy estuary, bordered by mangroves. It was here that
we saw a group of Blue-cheeked Bee-eaters and an outstanding Northern Carmine Beeeater! This was a very special bird, normally found a few hundred miles inland. We
continued our walk to the beach which overlooks the bay into Senegal, and added
Kentish Plover and White-fronted Plover to our trip list … as well as 2 more ‘pints’!

Blue-cheeked Bee-eater (RH)

Northern Carmine Bee-eater (RH)

Northern Carmine Bee-eater (BT)

Abyssinian Roller (BT)

Osprey (RH)

Kartong Beach Bar (RH)

Ed cooling his feet (RH)

Once back at the beach bar, we boarded our ‘birding bus’ and headed back up the coast
road to Tanji. Lunch had been pre-booked at the recently opened Ocean Bar &
restaurant, located opposite the busy fish market on Tanji beach.
A post-lunch walk along the beach took in the sights, sounds, colours and aromas of the
fish market. Some multi-coloured boats were hauled up on the beach and were offloading their catch to hoards of people in a frantic dash to get the best fish. Other boats
were moored off-shore and provided the perfect place for roosting Grey-headed Gull,
Yellow-legged Gull and Slender-billed Gull. Caspian Tern and Lesser-crested Tern
flew back and forth up the beach, picking up and carrying off fishy scraps. A lone Kelp
Gull stood head and shoulders above a pair of nearby Lesser Black-backed Gull while
Bar-tailed Godwits and Pied Wagtails patrolled the tide line in search of a meal.
Around 3.30pm we called it a day and headed back to the hotel. Most of the group opted
for some R&R before dinner, while others went for a walk around the hotel gardens.
Bryan and I opted for the latter and had good views of Variable Sunbird, Broad-billed
Roller, Yellow-crowned Gonolek, White-crowned Robin Chat and Red-billed Hornbill.
We re-grouped in the hotel lobby at 7.30pm and headed out onto ‘The Strip’ for dinner at
Al Terrace which had quickly become our preferred restaurant for the week. A quick tot up
of our trip list confirmed we’d now seen 197 species. Guesses were made over dinner on
what (not if) would be our 200th bird!

Bar-tailed Godwit (BT)

Caspian Tern (BT)

Lesser-crested Tern (BT)

Kelp Gull (BT)

Monday 11th February 2019: Marakissa and Brufut Woods.
With all the group back together for our last full day in the field, we headed to Marakissa
on the banks of the River Allahein. We started off with a bush walk on the opposite side of
the entrance to Marakissa River Camp. At a roadside pool we quickly picked up Yellowthroated Leaflove, Western Grey Plantain-eater, Reed Warbler, Great White Egret, Pied
Kingfisher, Greenshank, Spur-winged Plover and Rose-ringed Parakeet. The more we
looked, the more we saw. Purple Heron, Black-crowned Night Heron, Striated Heron and
Little Bittern (our 200th bird) all revealed themselves when they took to the air. African
Grey Hornbill, Grey Woodpecker and Yellow-crowned Gonolek were also spotted in
nearby trees. In an adjacent grazing meadow we observed Yellow Wagtail, Senegal
Thicknee, Senegal Coucal, Village Weaver, Lizard Buzzard and a small family group of
Yellow-billed Shrike. Overhead, White-faced Whistling Duck crossed the sky. At a larger
pool on the opposite side of the road Bryan managed to see Black Crake. We then set off
on a circular bush walk adding African Grey Hornbill and an African Harrier Hawk mobbed
by Pied Crows. An unusual mushroom-like flower was later identified as Cobra Lily.
African Harrier Hawk (RH)

Black-crowned Night Heron (RH)

African Grey Hornbill (RH)

Yellow-billed Shrike (RH)

Yellow-billed Shrike (RH)

Great White Egret (RH)

Marakissa Bush Walk (RH)

Cobra Lily (RH)

Rural Gambia (RH)

Marakissa (RH)
Marakissa (RH)

Lunch was at Marakissa River Camp which is run by married couple Joop and Adama.
http://www.marakissarivercamp.nl/index.html. Adama has the reputation for serving the
best chips in The Gambia. Indeed, with the help of two junior chef’s, she produced a
fabulous spread of butterfish yassa, rice, vegetables, salad and home-made chips!

Marakissa River Camp (RH)

After lunch we sat in the shade overlooking the garden. Various pots and planters had
been set up as drinking pools and here we enjoyed amazing views of Beautiful Sunbird,
Bronze Mannikin, Red-cheeked Cordon-Bleu, Red-billed Firefinch, Black-necked Weaver,
Brown Babbler, Blackcap Babbler, Piapiac, Long-tailed Glossy Starling, Purple Glossy
Starling and Giant Kingfisher. This was birding at its best. Amazing birds, amazing place
– all from the comforts of an armchair with a beer in hand! And the butterflies weren’t bad
either as a Citrus Swallowtail also posed for photos.
We finally tore ourselves away at 2.30pm and set off to Brufut Woods. At the reserve
entrance the local ‘spotters’ were keen to point out Little Weaver, Village Weaver, Blackwinged Bishop, Lavender Waxbill and Yellow White-eye around the drinking pools. We
then embarked on a short walk in the woods where the ‘spotters’ took us straight to
ground-roosting Long-tailed Nightjar. Back at the entrance we had one last look at the
drinking pools and were rewarded with amazing views of 3 x Violet Turaco which came to
bathe, displaying their vivid red, purple and yellow colours. Our trip list total was now 204.

Beautiful Sunbird (RH)

Bronze Mannikin (RH)

Red-billed Firefinch (RH)

Blue-cheeked cordon-Bleu (RH)

Giant Kingfisher (RH)

Blackcap Babbler (RH)

Village Weaver (RH)

Purple Glossy Starling (RH)

Citrus Swallowtail (RH)

Piapiac (RH)

Village Weaver (RH)

Common Bulbul (RH)

Little Weaver (RH)

Black-winged Bishop (RH)

Yellow White-eye (BT)

Lavender Waxbill (RH)

Long-tailed Nightjar (RH)

Long-tailed Nightjar (RH)

Violet Turaco (RH)

Violet Turaco (RH)

Tuesday 12th February 2019: Kotu, Fajara Golf Course & Senegambia.
Our final day in The Gambia. Understandably most of the group opted for a day of rest
and relaxation at the hotel. For Bryan and myself, we fancied one last look at Kotu, so we
contacted Madi and chartered a taxi to Kotu Bridge. From the bridge itself we had good
views of African Darter and a Grey Heron swimming in the creek.

African Darter (RH)

Kotu Bridge (RH)

Grey Heron (RH)

We tried again for Oriole Warbler but drew a blank and had to settle for close views of
Senegal Coucal, Yellow-crowned Gonolek and a colourful male Agama Lizard. A walk
through the rice fields gave us another opportunity to photograph Little Bee-eater..

Yellow-crowned Gonolek (RH)

Agama Lizard (RH)

Senegal Coucal (RH)

Little Bee-eater (RH)

Pied Kingfisher (RH)

At the sewage farm we had excellent views of Black Kite and Yellow-billed Kite drinking at
the waters edge, plus Sacred Ibis, Little Egret, Spur-winged Plover, Common Sandpiper,
White-faced Whistling Duck, Speckled Pigeon and Fork-tailed Drongo.

Black Kite (RH)

Spur-winged Plover (RH)

Fork-tailed Drongo (RH)

Green Sandpiper (RH)

Sacred Ibis (RH)

We then opted for a walk around Fajara golf course. A big mistake. The heat was
building fast and the birds were noticeable by their absence. In the end we got slightly
‘lost’ and flagged down a taxi to take us back to Kotu bridge where our original taxi was
waiting. Nothing ventured nothing gained they say, but we were so grateful to be back at
Senegambia Hotel and went straight to the bar and sank a cold beer … or two!
Thirst quenched, we then opted to watch the vulture feeding on the lawn of the hotel.
We’d missed the main event but there were still scores of Hooded Vultures bathing in the
drinking pools and sunning themselves with wings out stretched. A Monitor Lizard hid in
the shade under a bench. The rest of the afternoon was spent chilling at the pool before it
was time to pack up, check out and catch the transfer back to the airport.

Hooded Vulture (RH)

Black Heron (RH)

Long-tailed Glossy Starling (RH)

Hooded Vulture (RH)

African Grey Hornbill (RH)

Great White Egret (BT)

Long-tailed Nightjar (RH)

GAMBIA TRIP LIST (5th to 12th February 2019)
Great White Pelican

Wattled Lapwing

Green Turaco

Pink-backed Pelican

Senegal Thicknee

Violet Turaco

Long-tailed Cormorant

Painted Snipe

Western Grey Plantain-eater

Great Cormorant

Bar-tailed Godwit

Klaas’s Cuckoo

African Darter

Greenshank

Long-tailed Nightjar

Little Bittern

Redshank

Standard-wing Nightjar

Purple Heron

Curlew

Senegal Coucal

Black Heron

Whimbrel

Eurasian Hoopoe

Grey Heron

Common Sandpiper

Green Wood-hoopoe

Black-headed Heron

Green Sandpiper

Red-billed Hornbill

Black-crowned Night Heron

Wood Sandpiper

African Grey Hornbill

White-backed Night Heron

Dunlin

African Pied Hornbill

Squacco Heron

Sanderling

Bearded Barbet

Striated (Green-backed) Heron

(Ruddy) Turnstone

Vielliot’s Barbet

Western Reef Heron

Little Stint

Yellow-billed Shrike

Great White Egret

Grey-headed Gull

Woodchat Shrike

Intermediate Egret

Lesser Black-backed Gull

Southern Grey Shrike

Little Egret

Yellow-legged Gull

Grey-headed Bush Shrike

Cattle Egret

Slender-billed Gull

Yellow-crowned Gonolek

Hammerkop

Kelp Gull

Black-crowned Tchagra

Yellow-billed Stork

Caspian Tern

Northern Puffback

Sacred Ibis

Lesser Crested Tern

Grey Woodpecker

African Spoonbill

Sandwich Tern

Fine-spotted Woodpecker

Eurasian Spoonbill

Gull-billed Tern

Abyssinian Roller

Spur-winged Goose

Red-eyed Dove

Broad-billed Roller

White-faced Whistling Duck

African Mourning Dove

Rufous-crowned Roller

African Jacana

Vinaceous Dove

Blue-bellied Roller

Purple Swamphen

Laughing Dove

Little Bee-eater

Black Crake

Namaqua Dove

Blue-cheeked Bee-eater

Allen’s Gallinule

Blue-spotted Wood Dove

Swallow-tailed Bee-eater

Little Grebe

Black-billed Wood Dove

White-throated Bee-eater

Spur-winged Plover

Speckled Pigeon

Northern Carmine Bee-eater

Ringed Plover

African Green Pigeon

Fork-tailed Drongo

Little Ringed Plover

Bruce’s Green Pigeon

Northern Black Flycatcher

Kentish Plover

Senegal Parrot

Red-bellied Paradise Flycatcher

White-fronted Plover

Rose-ringed Parakeet

Pied Crow

Grey Plover

Double-spurred Francolin

Piapiac

GAMBIA TRIP LIST (5th to 12th February 2019)
Red-rumped Swallow

Purple Glossy Starling

Green-backed Eremomela

Rufous-chested Swallow

Long-tailed Glossy Starling

Northern Crombec

Pied-wing Swallow

Bronze-tailed Glossy Starling

Crested Lark

Wire-tailed Swallow

White-billed Buffalo Weaver

Pied Wagtail

Mosque Swallow

Village Weaver

Yellow Wagtail

Pallid Swift

Little Weaver

Blue-headed Wagtail

African Palm Swift

Black-necked Weaver

Osprey

Little Swift

Vitelline (African) Masked Weaver

African Fish Eagle

Pied Kingfisher

Red-billed Quelea

Brown Snake Eagle

Giant Kingfisher

Northern Red Bishop

African Hawk Eagle

Malachite Kingfisher

Black-winged Bishop

Long-crested Eagle

Blue-breasted Kingfisher

Yellow-fronted Canary

Hooded Vulture

Splendid Sunbird

Bronze Mannikin

White-backed Vulture

Beautiful Sunbird

Red-billed Firefinch

Palm-nut Vulture

Pygmy Sunbird

Red-cheeked Cordon-Bleu

Black-shouldered Kite

Variable Sunbird

Lavender Waxbill

Black Kite

Mouse-brown Sunbird

Black-rumped Waxbill

Yellow-billed Kite

Common Wattle-eye

Western Bluebill

(western) Marsh Harrier

Yellow White-eye

Village Indigobird

Montagu’s Harrier

Yellow-billed Oxpecker

Pin-tailed Whydah

African Harrier Hawk

Greater Honeyguide

House Sparrow

Dark Chanting Goshawk

Spotted Honeyguide

Grey-headed Sparrow

Ovambo Sparrowhawk

Brown Babbler

Tawny-flanked Prinia

Shikra

Blackcap Babbler

Zitting Cisticola

Lizard Buzzard

Common Bulbul

Singing Cisticola

Grey Kestrel

Little Greenbul

Yellow-breasted Apalis

Red-necked Falcon

Yellow-throated Leaflove

Grey-backed Camaroptera

Pearl-spotted Owlet

Snowy-crowned Robin Chat

Reed Warbler

African Wood Owl

White-crowned Robin Chat

Sedge Warbler

Greyish Eagle Owl

African Thrush

Western Olivaceous Warbler

Verreaux’s Eagle Owl

African Golden Oriole

Oriloe Warbler

White-faced Scops Owl

OTHER NOTABLES
Citrus Swalllowtail

African Swallowtail

Painted Lady

Common Grass Yellow

African Blue

African Bush Buck

Green Monkey

Red Colobus Monkey

Western Baboon

Monitor Lizard

Agama Lizard

Nile Crocodile

Guest Feedback:
“I have to admit I know Richard Hanman very well, and he is one of my close birding
friends and Managing Director of Bargain Birding Club (BBC). Don’t get me wrong, birding
with the BBC is not for the faint-hearted. It can be dawn till dusk birding but that is really
up to you. If you fancy a chill out day with rest and relaxation by the hotel swimming pool
it’s no problem. What you do get with the BBC is birds in abundance. Not just a glimpse of
distant tree top birds or the back end of a bird disappearing from view. It’s up front and in
your face. You really do get up close without disturbing them. Just see my photos! With a
comprehensive list of local guides and spotters who are connected to each other, they
research the areas before you visit, you get to see the most difficult birds on your list
easily. Without these connections it would be almost impossible to view these hard to see
birds. I have no hesitation in recommending any of the Bargain Birding Club trips. They
do exactly what they say on the tin – BARGAIN BIRDING!” (Bryan Thomas).
“Thanks for a great trip. It was good to be back in Africa again with all its surprises. Very
many thanks for a great report and photos. I look forward to another trip assuming I can
persuade Mrs F. to look after the dogs!” (Tim Freeman).
“Superb!” (Trevor Hatton).
“Another comprehensive and beautiful trip report. You do a great job. Ed and I thoroughly
enjoyed the Gambia trip and every trip we do gets hotter with more birds – really can’t be
bad. Thank you so much for all your great organising. As birding holidays go these are
second to none. Where are we going next?” (Lesley Frizell & Ed Woodhouse).

Tendaba Boat Trip (BT)

www.bargainbirdingclub.com

Abyssinian Roller (RH)

This trip report remains the property of ‘Bargain Birding Club’
and cannot be published or reproduced without prior permission.
All photographs were taken on this trip by Rich Hanman (RH) and Bryan Thomas (BT)
https://www.flickr.com/photos/bargain_birding_club/
https://birdingcostablanca.blogspot.com/

Value for money bird watching holidays for birders on a budget

