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White Stork (BT)

Spain-Portugal International Bridge viewed from Castro Marim marshes (RH)
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Map showing key birding hotspots visited during our trip:
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ALENTEJO STEPPES, RIO FORMOSA & DONANA NATIONAL PARK
Day:

Date:

Itinerary:

1

Fri 2 June 2017

Arrive Faro airport @ 19.00hrs > Meet guide > Transfer to Islantilla hotel

2

Sat 3 June 2017

Alentejo East: Mertola > Pulo do Lobo > Castro Marim

3

Sun 4 June 2017

Alentejo West: Viseus > Jaoa Serra > Castro Verde > Casevel

4

Mon 5 June 2017

Isla Cristina marshes > Tavira saltpans > Boat trip in Rio Formosa NP

5

Tues 6 June 2017

Odiel marshes > El Portil

6

Wed 7 June 2017

El Andevelo steppe > mines in the foothills of the Sierra Pelada

7

Thur 8 June 2017

Western Donana: Bollullos del Condado > El Rocio > La Rocina > Parador de Magazon

8

Fri 9 June 2017

Northern Donana: Royal Track (Cota del Rei) > Jose Valverde VC > Dehesa de Abajo

9

Sat 10 June 2017

La Rondela > Quinta do Lago > Faro beach > airport >19.50hrs flight back to Gatwick

To view a short taster video of the flora and fauna of Donana National Park click on
the following link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zVVEfXAZBBc
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Introduction:
This trip was organised by Bargain Birding Club on the back of a familiarisation trip
that I’d been fortunate enough to be invited on back in January 2017.
With just a small group of 4 guests and 2 guides, (I opted to leave guiding to the local
experts on this trip) we were assured of some great quality time in the field. Our
base for 7 nights / 8 days was the Islantilla Golf Resort where we’d booked a bed,
breakfast and evening meal package. We made our own picnic lunches with
provisions from the local Lidl / Aldi and built-in ice-cream and loo stops each day.
We were birding most days 7.30am to 5.30pm, with a few earlier starts / finishes.
This gave everyone time to freshen up and have a bit of R&R before dinner at 8pm.
All photographs in this report were taken during this trip and have been reproduced
by kind permission from Bryan Thomas (BT), Edward Woodhouse (EW) and Richard
Hanman (RH) as appropriate.

Friday 2nd June 2017: Arrival in Spain
We met at Gatwick airport at 1pm ready for our 4.10pm departure to Faro in
Portugal. We touched down at 7.30pm local time and were met by our guide Sergio
Martin who transferred us to our hotel, 1 hour across the border in southern Spain.
En-route we started our trip list with House Sparrow, Collared Dove, Woodpigeon,
Ferral Pigeon, Pallid Swift, Hoopoe, White Stork and Azure-winged Magpie. Due to
the 1 hour time difference between Portugal and Spain we arrived just in time for
last orders in the restaurant at 9.30pm. An early night then beckoned all as we had to
be up at 7am the next day.

Saturday 3rd June 2017: Eastern Alentejo (Mertola, Pulo do Lobo & Castro Marim)
We planned to have breakfast at 7am but not everyone’s alarm clocks had been
synchronised to Spanish time so we actually ended up leaving at 8am with Sergio at
the wheel of our hired minibus.
We set off for Pulo do Lobo (‘Wolf’s Leap’), a scenic site in Eastern Alentejo. En-route
we saw Spotless Starling, Crested Lark, House Martin, Barn Swallow, Red-rumped
Swallow, Red-legged Partridge, Jackdaw, Stock Dove, Corn Bunting and Serin.
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In a small roadside avenue of Eucalyptus trees just before Mertola we stopped to
watch a family group of Azure-winged Magpie. As we scanned the surrounding
countryside we picked up Goldfinch and a distant Stone Curlew, and a Turtle Dove
flew past at high speed. Healthy populations of Hare and Rabbit were also noted as a
good indication that there would be a similarly healthy population of raptors.
From Mertola we took the road clearly signposted to Pulo do Lobo, birding from the
minibus as we went. We added European Bee-eater, Mallard, Coot, Zitting Cisticola,
Common Kestrel, Common Magpie, Linnet, Sardinian Warbler and Black-eared
Wheatear. When we stopped for a leg stretch and a scan we picked up a calling
Nuthatch and Golden Oriole and had fleeting glimpses of Dartford Warbler.
European Bee-eater (RH)

Common Magpie (RH)

On the last leg of the journey to Pulo do Lobo we added Southern Grey Shrike,
Woodchat Shrike, Booted Eagle, Short-toed Eagle, Black Vulture, Griffon Vulture,
Montagu’s Harrier, Black Kite and Buzzard … it was turning into a raptor festival!
Other birds of note were Stonechat, Raven, Carrion Crow, Cattle Egret and Blue Tit.

Woodchat Shrike (RH)

Southern Grey Shrike (RH)
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Black Kite (BT)

Black Kite (BT)

Black Vulture (BT)
Black Kite (EW)

Black Kite (RH)
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Booted Eagle (BT)

Short-toed Eagle (RH)

Booted Eagle (RH)
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At Pulo do Lobo itself we had good close
views of nesting Red-rumped and Barn
Swallow and a White Wagtail.
Overhead Crag Martin and House Martin
were both feeding on the wing as they
zipped up and down the gorge.
We then picked out a single Blue Rock
Thrush and a lone Black Stork which floated
into the valley but spiralled off to the side
frustrating the photographers in the group.

Black Stork (RH)

In a few isolated rock pools at the gorge we enjoyed watching Common Frog,
Orange-winged Dropwing Dragonfly and Southern Skimmer Dragonfly.

Southern Skimmer (RH)

Frog (RH)

Orange-winged Dropwing (RH)

Pulo do Lobo (RH)
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From Pulo do Lobo we returned to Mertola for a coffee and ice cream stop next to a
roundabout that featured statues of the iconic animals of the Alentejo region.

Suitably refreshed we stopped at the layby by Mertola Castle and scanned the bridge
and valley to pick up Blue Rock Thrush and Lesser Kestrel amongst the numerous
Crag Martin, House Martin and feral Pigeon.
Leaving Mertola we drove 1 hour back towards our hotel, stopping off on the way at
Castro Marim marshes. Scanning from a vantage point, near the International Bridge
between Portugal and Spain, we noted Zitting Cisticola, White Stork, Common
Kestrel, Avocet, Black-winged Stilt, Black-tailed Godwit, Coot, Mallard, Gadwall,
Shelduck, Spoonbill, Greater Flamingo, Yellow-legged Gull, Lesser Black-backed
Gull, Little Egret, Yellow Wagtail and Montagu’s Harrier.

At 7pm we called it a day and Sergio drove us back to our hotel across the border in
Spain. Dinner and an early night as we had another big day in Alentejo tomorrow.
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Lesser Kestrel (BT)

Mertola, Alentejo (RH)
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Sunday 4th June 2017: Western Alentejo (Jaoa Serra, Castro Verde & Casevel)
At 6.30am (Spanish time) we left the hotel and headed towards Castro Verde to
explore the Western Alentejo. It was still dark when we set off and a Red-necked
Nightjar flew in front of the minibus whilst we were leaving the golf resort complex.
We reached Mertola by 7am (Portugese time) and stopped for a coffee and pastry
at a café opposite a House Martin colony. We were surprised how chilly it was.
House Martin (RH)

Spanish Sparrow (RH)

House Martin (BT)

After breakfast, we continued
on the N123 towards Castro
Verde, stopping en-route to
view Spanish Sparrow nesting
in White Stork nests.
At a bridge over a small
stream just before Jaoa Serra
we picked up Kingfisher and
Little Ringed Plover, as well as
Crag Martin, Woodchat Shrike
and Southern Grey Shrike.
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As we continued towards Castro Verde we added our first Marsh Harrier, and
enjoyed multiple sightings of Black Kite, Lesser Kestrel and Montagu’s Harrier. We
also got very distant views of our first Spanish Imperial Eagle. Quail called from an
arable field but proved elusive. We had better luck separating Crested Lark and
Thekla Lark, and we also added Grey Heron and Iberian Fox to our trip list.
Crested Lark (RH)

Thekla Lark (RH)

At a small bridge over the Ribeira de Alvacar we had glimpses of another Kingfisher
and four very distant Great Bustard which were picked up by Ed. At Guerreiro on
the M508 we had a Hobby perched on a post which really tested all our ID skills.
Hobby (RH)

Great Bustard (RH)
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Continuing towards Castro Verde we stopped for a picnic lunch on the banks of a
small lake. Here we were serenaded by Golden Oriole, Nightingale and Cetti’s
Warbler as we observed Little Grebe, Great Crested Grebe, Little Egret and
Spoonbill on the water.
Pallid Swift, Common Swift, Barn Swallow, Red-rumped Swallow and House Martin
all scooped up insects from the water surface. High overhead we had a fly-past from
Griffon Vulture, Common Buzzard and Spanish Imperial Eagle.
Next stop was Casevel, an abandoned but still picturesque railway station which
nature had now reclaimed. Lesser Kestrel, White Stork, Little Owl and Red-rumped
Swallow nested in or on the buildings.
We were able to examine an old Red-rumped Swallow nest which resembled a urine
sample bottle used in hospitals!
Red-rumped Swallow (RH)

Red-rumped Swallow nest (RH)

Casevel (RH)
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Casevel (RH)

Casevel (RH)
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On the road back to Castro Verde Bryan spotted 7 very distant Great Bustard. The
ubiquitous Black Kite was ever present. At 3pm we paused in Castro Verde for a
coffee and ice cream stop before moving on to the Environmental Education Centre
of Vale Goncalinho. On the approach track we picked up a Calandra Lark perched
on a post. In the car park a wooden statue of Little Bustard tricked us all into
thinking we had seen this iconic steppe bird. Once bitten, we weren’t fooled again
by similar statutes of Great Bustard, Pin-tailed Sandgrouse and Roller.
At 5pm we headed back to our hotel for dinner, drinks and bed.
‘Little Bustard’ (RH)

‘Great Bustard’ (RH)

‘Roller’ (RH)
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Monday 5th June 2017: Isla Cristina Marshes & Rio Formosa boat trip
At 8.00am we left the hotel and headed towards Isla Cristina marshes, parked in
the village of La Redondela and set off on a short walk alongside a reedbed. First
new bird of the day was Great Reed Warbler. Other birds of note included distant
Marsh Harrier, Greater Flamingo, Cattle Egret and Spoonbill. Familiar hirundines
swooped overhead and a Hoopoe flew across the path. Clouded Yellow and Small
Copper butterflies frequented the wild flowers.
At 10am we moved on to the Isla Cristina saltpans where Avocet and Little Tern
were nesting. Other new birds for our trip list here were Whimbrel, Sanderling,
Kentish Plover, Ringed Plover, Dunlin and Curlew Sandpiper. Other birds seen were
Greater Flamingo, Little Ringed Plover, Black-winged Stilt, Yellow-legged Gull and
Zitting Cisticola.
Avocet eggs (RH)

Avocet (RH)

Little Tern (RH)

Little Tern egg (RH)
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Dunlin (RH)

Curlew Sandpiper (RH)

Kentish Plover (RH)

Little Ringed Plover (RH)

Black-winged Stilt (RH)
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As we worked our way around the tracks we picked up a male Montagu’s Harrier in
the distance, Yellow Wagtail, Goldfinch, Dartford Warbler and then a ‘lifer’ for most
on the trip in the form of Common Waxbill.
Then purely by chance we came across a Stonechat with young desperate to be fed
and undaunted by the clicking of our cameras. A once-in-a-lifetime experience that
echo's by birding motto … “the more you look, the luckier you get!”

Common Waxbill (RH)

Stonechat (RH)

Next stop was an old tidal mill that now doubles up as the Eco-Museum Molino del
Pintado. Birds were thin on the ground (aside from a female Sardinian Warbler). We
continued through Ayamonte to the Salinas del Dique on Isla de Candela where
once again the only birds showing were Sardinian Warbler.
At 12 noon we headed across the border into Portugal for a lunch stop overlooking
the waterfront at Tavira. At 2pm we charted a small boat to take us on a 2 hour bird
watching cruise around the islands and sandbanks that make up the Rio Formosa NP.
It would be fair to say that the boat trip got off to a slow start with few birds seen
other than Yellow-legged Gull and Little Tern. However, as time went on, slowly oneby-one the birds began to appear. As well as repeated views of Little Egret, Grey
Heron, Common Kestrel, Little Owl, Whimbrel and Bee-eater, we eventually added
Audouin’s Gull, Bar-tailed Godwit, Grey Plover and Redshank as new ‘ticks’ on our
trip list. By the time we docked back at Tavira everyone agreed the €20 charge per
person was money well spent.
We returned to our hotel for a quick pre-dinner stroll around the golf course which
produced Mistle Thrush and Iberian Green Woodpecker. Ed also saw a Golden
Oriole dash across the green. Azure-winged Magpie and Hoopoe were ever-present.
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Stonechat (RH)
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Caspian Tern (BT)

Common Tern (BT)

Audouin’s Gull (RH)

Whiskered Tern (RH)

Grey Plover (BT)
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Lesley, Ed, Rich & Bryan

Lesley & Ed

Bryan
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Tuesday 6th June 2017: Odiel Marshes (near Huelva) and El Portil
An early 6am start today as we planned a pre-breakfast, pre-sunrise walk around
the golf course in search of Red-necked Nightjar. It wasn’t long before we picked up
the characteristic “churring” but the birds themselves proved elusive. Bryan also
noted Song Thrush, Greenfinch and Robin.
After breakfast at 8am, it was Laury Grenon’s turn to pick up the baton and lead the
group as Sergio had business to attend to in Seville ahead of his move to France.
This morning we headed to a wooded area adjacent to Odiel Marshes and on arrival
we quickly picked up Black Kite, Booted Eagle, Marsh Harrier, Chaffinch, Great Tit,
Long-tailed Tit, Red-legged Partridge, Hoopoe, Blackbird, Serin, Pallid Swift, Redcrested Pochard, Coot, Moorhen, Gadwall, Mallard and Greater Flamingo. Away
over the distant marshes we picked out Osprey and Gull-billed Tern, as well as
Spoonbill, Grey Plover, Dunlin and Turnstone.
At 12noon we headed for the visitors centre for a loo stop at the Salinas de Bacuta
and in a small lagoon opposite the entrance we picked out a magnificant Caspian
Tern as well as Slender-billed Gull, Spoonbill, Little Stint, Turnstone, Dunlin, Grey
Plover, Sandwich Tern and Little Tern.

We continued along the long, straight Dique Juan Carlos I road heading towards the
sea and got repeated sightings of Montagu’s Harrier hawklng over the marshes, 3 x
Osprey nesting on raised platforms, Oystercatcher on the riverside shore, Collared
Pratincole, Grey Heron and Spoonbill flying overhead.

Montagu’s Harrier (RH)

Collared Pratincole (RH)
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We continued to the end of the road and ate our
picnic lunch on the boardwalk that leads to the
beach. After lunch we did a bit of sea-watching
which pulled in a distant Gannet, as well as
Common Tern and a surprising Peregrine Falcon.

At 2pm we retraced our route back to the visitors
centre and re-connected with the Oystercatcher
and Little Tern which were now joined by a
solitary Mediterranean Gull. Back at the visitors
centre a small group of Black-headed Gull had
gathered along with a pair of Greenshank.

Peregrine (BT)

In the salt works pool we picked up Spoonbill, Redshank, Black-winged Stilt,
Turnstone, Common Pochard, Mallard, Reed Warbler and Great Reed Warbler.
Last stop of the day was the viewing platform at El Portil. Only Little Grebe and
Little Tern were visible on the lake below so Laury went on a successful mission to
locate Common Chameleon lurking in the White Broom bushes by the metal fence.

Common Chamaeleon (RH)
We were back at our hotel by 4pm and were grateful of a 2 hour siesta hand-feeding
Azure-winged Magpie’s on our balconies. At 6pm we reconvened for a another walk
around the golf course primarily to photograph Azure-winged (Iberian) Magpie.
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Azure-winged (Iberian) Magpie (RH)

Azure-winged (Iberian) Magpie (RH)
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Azure-winged (Iberian) Magpie (RH)

Azure-winged (Iberian) Magpie (RH)
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Wednesday 7th June 2017: El Andevelo steppe, Pena and Sierra Pelada
Breakfast at 7.30am then we set off inland to Villablanca and then took a minor
road off to the right to explore some orange groves in search of more Montagu’s.
Suddenly Bryan called “Lion!” and pointed to a very large dog behind a perimeter
fence that saw our minibus and decided to give chase. The dog ran at full speed
along the fence-line parallel to our vehicle for about a hundred yards, with Bryan
goading it all the way, until the dog leapt clean over the fence and was suddenly
inches away from our open side door. The expression on Bryan’s face changed
instantly as he slammed the door shut and the whole bus burst out in laughter.
We continued on our journey through rolling countryside until we came across a
small seasonal lagoon where we got good views of Thekla Lark and Southern Grey
Shrike. Also present were White Stork, Grey Heron, Black-winged Stilt, Little Egret,
Cattle Egret , Mallard, Little Grebe and Zitting Cisticola.
We retraced our route back to Villablanca and then continued on through
Villaneuva where a Little Owl was perched uncharacteristically on a wire. We
scanned an area of open dehesa grassland for Great Bustard but drew a blank so
carried on to the Hermitage of the Virgin of Pena (N 37o 36’ 6.8’’, W 7o 12’ 12.5’’)
which gave us 360o panoramic views of the surrounding countryside.
On the cliffs at the rear of the hermitage we observed a pair of distant Blue Rock
Thrush but most of the birds present were common House Sparrow.
We headed to the summit of the hill and
had better luck surprisingly picking up a
Great Spotted Woodpecker. We also
heard Golden Oriole and Woodlark
calling in the valley below.

Hermitage (RH)

Our ‘moment of the day’ though came
when a Swallowtail butterfly, then a
Scarce Swallowtail, and then a Twotailed Pasha all danced around our feet,
occasionally landing and affording
everyone
excellent
photographic
opportunities. At one point the Pasha
chased off a House Martin which was
about the same size as the butterfly!
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Swallowtail (RH)

Scare Swallowtail (RH)

Two-tailed Pasha (RH)
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After a lunch stop we headed to Luganazo Mine to observe Red-billed Chough
perched on the far cliff-face. We also picked up Black-eared Wheatear, Crag Martin,
Sardinian Warbler, Wren, White Wagtail, Stonechat and Raven.
At 2pm we headed to Cabezas Rubias via the A495 for an ice cream stop. Last visit
of the day was the mirador overlooking the mine at San Telmo, and en-route we
had fleeting glimpses of Golden Oriole as it dashed across the road and out of sight.
At the mine itself the heat was proving too much for small birds to appear, and the
lack of wind made it impossible for the resident Griffon Vultures to take to the air.
Feeling a little heat-jaded ourselves, we called it a day and drove straight back to
our hotel for a siesta before evening dinner.

San Telmo Mine (RH)
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Thursday 8th June 2017: Western Donana (Bollullos del Condado, El Rocio & La Rocina)
After breakfast we left our hotel at 7.45am to explore the public access areas of the
Donana Natural Park, which surround the restricted Donana National Park. First
stop though was the small rural village of Bollullos del Condado where we’d been
promised by Laury that an abandoned area of vines would be our best chance of
seeing Rufous Bush Chat … he wasn’t wrong!
It was Ed that first picked the bird up, noticing that it didn’t quite look right for a
Crested Lark. With a bit of patience we were able to get reasonable views and
record shots … another ‘lifer’ for Ed, Lesley and myself … happy days!

Rufous Bush Chat (BT)

The moment was enhanced as we also observed at the same spot an Azure-winged
Magpie mob a Black Kite, Bee-eaters, Woodchat Shrike and Southern Grey Shrike
resting on a wire, and a Nightingale sang out of sight deep in the cover of a bush.
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When the bush chat disappeared into the distance we re-boarded our minibus and
drove past enormous fields of sunflowers as we headed for the ‘wild-west’ town of
El Rocio with its sandy streets and decorative buildings.
Sunflowers (RH)

Sunflowers (BT)

We parked next to the lagoon and walked
along the promenade to the information
centre. This is a special place for birds at
any time of the year. On our visit we
enjoyed good views of Glossy Ibis,
Squacco Heron, Black-crowned Night
Heron, Little Bittern, Egyptian Goose,
Greylag Goose, Black Kite, Great Reed
Warbler and Whiskered Tern.

El Rocio (RH)

El Rocio (RH)
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At 11.30am we paused for a cold drink at El Toruno bar where a very cute kitten
won the heart of Lesley who wanted to adopt it and take it home with her. As we
recharged our batteries, Black Kite and Marsh Harrier flew over the marshes.
At high noon we took a short walk into the centre of El Rocio with its unique sandy
streets lined with impressive buildings. Here horses are the main form of transport
and each house has its own hitching post outside the veranda. At the time of our
visit the streets were being cleaned as the week before c.500,000 people
descended on this small town on pilgrimage to the Virgin Mary (Patron Saint of the
nearby town of Almonte) during Pentecost (50 days after Easter). The pilgrimage of
El Rocio is the biggest in Andalucía and dates back to 1653.
El Rocio (RH / BT)

With tummies rumbling we left El Rocio and headed to El Rocina to eat our picnic
lunch on the benches amongst the pines trees. It was here that we added Shorttoed Treecreeper and Spotted Flycatcher to our trip list. Once suitably refreshed,
we took a short walk around this riverine forest reserve. From the hides we
observed Bee-eater, Tree Sparrow and a distant Purple Swamphen, and could pick
out the calls of Savi’s Warbler and Melodious Warbler. As I scanned the tops of
pine trees I picked up a small black, white and red bird that I was sure was a Lesser
Spotted Woodpecker, but as I couldn’t get anyone else on the bird we couldn’t
confirm it. Laury did offer some comfort by saying that LSW did breed here.
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As we retraced our walk back we stopped to observe a Nightingale singing full
throttle and a Moorish Gecko clinging to the walls of the information centre.
Nightingale (BT)

Moorish Gecko (RH)

At 3pm with the temperature rising, we called it a day and headed back to our
hotel, making a quick pit stop to pick up provisions on the way.
Nightingale (EW)
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Friday 9th June 2017: Northern Donana (Cota del Rei, Valverde VC & Dehesa de Abajo)
After a 2-day break, Sergio was our guide again for the rest of our trip. We left the
hotel early at 6.45am as today was the day that we had arranged permits and 4x4
transport through ‘Visitas Donana’ to enter the restricted area of the National Park.
On arrival at the pick up point we were offered a 4x4 minibus but it had fixed
windows and would have severely restricted access for the photographers in the
group so we negotiated swapping for a smaller but more photographer-friendly
land rover. With Bryan and myself squished in the back, Ed and Lesley in the middle,
and Sergio and our driver in the front, we set off along the Cota del Rei (King’s
track) through a locked gate and into a wooded area of the reserve.
Our biggest hope today was to get a view of Iberian Lynx – the worlds rarest cat,
which is the reason for all the security and restricted access in Donana. It wasn’t
long before we saw lots of rabbits and Red-legged Partridge – the main prey item of
the lynx, so our chances of seeing the cat itself were good.
Suddenly Sergio picked up two sets of fresh tracks in the sand and explained that
the larger prints that ran in straight line were that of an adult cat, and was
accompanied by smaller cub prints which zig-zagged from left to right as it followed
its parent. We followed the tracks and within a few hundred yards we spotted the
adult cat partly hidden in the undergrowth, no more than 100m from our vehicle.
Ed and myself quickly
jumped out and managed
to get a quick record shot,
while Lesley had good
views from the vehicle.

Iberian Lynx (RH)

Frustratingly, due to a
minor
but
crucial
miscommunication, Bryan
had a restricted view and
was understandably most
upset about missing the
opportunity to get a
photograph, sorry Bryan!
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After reflecting just how lucky we had been to see the Lynx, we eventually squeezed
back into the land rover and continued through the Mediterranean Forest. It wasn’t
long before we came across a herd of Red Deer crossing the track just as the forest
gave way to open marshland. As we slowly made our way towards the Jose Valverde
Visitors Centre, we picked up our first sightings of Lapwing and Short-toed Lark, as
well as good views of Glossy Ibis, Greater Flamingo, Black Kite, Crested Lark and
Collared Pratincole.
Short-toed Lark (BT)

Collared Pratincole (BT)

The lagoon just before the visitors centre was a magnet for herons and ibis with an
almost endless stream of Squacco Heron, Black-crowned Night Heron, Grey Heron,
Purple Heron, Cattle Egret, Little Egret and Glossy Ibis passing overhead.
From the reedbed on the opposite side of the track we picked up White-headed
Duck, Black-necked Grebe and Red Kite. Bryan and myself also heard the bitternlike call of Red-knobbed Coot and a distant Common Cuckoo.
At the visitors centre itself we observed Great
Crested Grebe with young, Gadwall, Pochard,
Mallard, Coot, Moorhen, Cattle Egret, Little
Egret, Spoonbill, Lesser Kestrel, Whiskered Tern
and Red-rumped Swallow.
Suddenly Sergio called out “snake!” as a
Montepellier snake slithered across the track.

White-headed Duck (RH)
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Glossy Ibis (RH)

Glossy Ibis (RH)
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Glossy Ibis (BT)

Squacco Heron (BT)
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Cattle Egret (RH)

Little Egret (RH)
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Purple Heron (RH)

Black-crowned Night Heron (RH)
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Black-crowned Night Heron (BT)
At 12noon Sergio suggested it was time to
move on but the temptation to stay another
90 minutes in ‘Heron Heaven’ was too great.
We persuaded Sergio to return with the
Donana guide to collect our minibus and then
drive it back to pick us up.
What a good call this turned out to be as Ed,
Bryan and myself all managed to get some
great photos … thanks Sergio, you’re a star!
Great Reed Warbler were numerous and
called constantly; Red-rumped and Barn
Swallow swooped low over the track, and Ed
got great views of Black-necked Grebe and a
Squacco Heron catching a fish.
Zitting Cisticola (EW)

Great Reed
Warbler (RH)

Black-necked Grebe (EW)

Squacco Heron (EW)

Great Crested Grebe (EW)
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At 4pm we clambered back onboard the minibus and continued our circular path
around the reserve. Black Kite and Lesser Kestrel were numerous, and we did also
manage good views of Short-toed Eagle, Raven, Lesser Short-toed Lark and Shorttoed Lark on the track side-by-side prompting an excellent ID lesson from Bryan.
Our only new bird on the route back to El Rocio was a Great White Egret.
Last stop of the day was a series of small freshwater lagoons at Dehesa de Abajo.
Here we picked up a pair of Marbled Teal but dipped on the Ferruginous Duck.
Bryan and Sergio did also pick up on the call of Penduline Tit.
With the time ticking we called it a day and headed back to our hotel. We shared a
bottle of wine to celebrate passing the 150 birds seen mark, and enjoyed our last
meal together in the hotel. Tomorrow would be our last day on this trip.

Saturday 10th June 2017: Quinta do Lago & Faro beach
Sergio dropped Bryan off at Faro airport extra early (4am) for his flight back to
Alicante via Lisbon, before joining the rest of the group at 8am for breakfast. We
checked out of our rooms, settled our bills and boarded the minibus one last time.
First stop was a small copse of pine trees at La Rondela beach to try one last time
for Lesley’s target bird … the elusive Crested Tit. After scanning the tree tops and
identifying and dismissing Serin, House Sparrow, Great Tit and Long-tailed Tit, we
eventually locked on a solitary Crested Tit feeding in the thickest of the branches.

Lesley was ecstatic and her partner Ed managed to capture the bird in the instant it
settled for a split second on a visible perch.
Whilst at La Rondela beach we had a quick scan for seabirds but none were
showing. A small pod of Bottlenose Dolphins though provided a suitable substitute.
Next stop was Quinta do Lago, a prestigious golf course across the border in
Portugal. We parked in the public car park near the hotel and set off walking along
the bank of the Rio Formosa. The tide was out so birds were thin on the ground.
Eventually we picked up Grey Plover, Little Tern, Yellow-legged Gull, Lesser Blackbacked Gull, Cattle Egret and Little Egret on the mudflats. The golf greens
themselves produced Azure-winged Magpie, Hoopoe, Crested Lark and Serin.
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Crested Tit (EW)

Little Bittern (EW)
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Hundreds of male Signal Crabs were exposed on the mud and waved their one large
claw in the air to attract the attention of the females.
As we approached the Tower Hide a pair of Redshank flew past calling as they went.
We then took the track that bears left away from the river and towards the golf
course to a large pool overlooked by a fantastic two-tier hide.
Here we had amazing views of Black-headed Weaver in the reeds, numerous adult
and one young Purple Swamphen, and two Little Bittern chicks thrusting their heads
down the throats of their parents in search of a regurgitated fishy meal.

Black-headed Weaver (RH)
Other birds of note here included Curlew, Little Grebe, Great Crested Grebe, Coot,
Moorhen, Mallard, Pochard, Red-crested Pochard, Gadwall and Black-headed Gull.
We followed the track through the pine trees in search of Wryneck but drew a
blank, being content instead with good views of Short-toed Treecreeper, Serin,
Goldfinch, Hoopoe and Azure-winged Magpie.
We opted not to take the long circular route around the saltpans on account of the
temperature, and instead opted to retrace our route back to the car, which afforded
us excellent repeat views of Black Headed Weaver.

At 4pm we headed to a bar on Faro beach for liquid refreshments. Sergio finally
dropped us off at the airport about 6pm and we bid him a fond farewell before
catching our flight back to Gatwick.
Another successful trip. 156 bird species seen or heard which included 21 waders,
16 raptors, 13 herons, storks & ibis, 12 gulls & terns, 9 wildfowl and 8 warblers. Add
to that Iberian Lynx, Wild Boar, Red Deer, Bottlenose Dolphin, Two-tailed Pasha,
Scarce Swallowtail and Swallowtail to cement a memorable wildlife experience.
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Little Bittern (RH)

Purple Swamphen (RH)

Red-crested Pochard (RH)

Purple Swamphen (RH)

Quinto do Lago (RH)
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Mistle Thrush (BT)

Hoopoe (BT)

Bar-tailed Godwit (BT)

Butterflies, Dragonflies & Other Insects
Two-tailed Pasha

Scare Swallowtail

Common Swallowtail

Common Blue

Clouded Yellow

Small Copper

Speckled Wood

Grayling

Orange-winged Drop-wing

Southern Skimmer

Grasshopper sp.

Stag Beetle

Mammals, Reptiles & Amphibians
Iberian Lynx

Wild Boar

Red Deer

Bottlenose Dolphin

Iberian Hare

Rabbit

Montpellier’s Snake

Common Frog

Common Lizard

Moorish Gecko

Common Chamaeleon
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TRIP LIST – 156 BIRDS (2nd to 10th June 2017)

H = Heard

White Stork

Caspian Tern

Little Owl

Robin (H)

Black Stork

Whiskered Tern

Common Kestrel

Rufous Bush Chat

Greater Flamingo

Gannet

Lesser Kestrel

Spotless Starling

Eurasian Spoonbill

Great Bustard

Hobby

Blackbird

Glossy Ibis

Red-necked Nightjar

Common Buzzard

Blue Rock Thrush

Purple Heron

Red-legged Partridge

Griffon Vulture

Song Thrush

Grey Heron

Quail (H)

Black Vulture

Mistle Thrush

Squacco Heron

Stone Curlew

Short-toed Eagle

Wren

Black-crowned Night Heron

Collared Pratincole

Booted Eagle

Blue Tit

Cattle Egret

Avocet

Spanish Imperial Eagle

Long-tailed Tit

Little Egret

Black-winged Stilt

Montagu’s Harrier

Great Tit

Great White Egret

Black-tailed Godwit

Marsh Harrier

Penduline Tit (H)

Little Bittern

Bar-tailed Godwit

Black Kite

Crested Tit

Greylag Goose

Little Ringed Plover

Red Kite

Collared Dove

Egyptian Goose

Ringed Plover

Osprey

Turtle Dove

Mallard

Kentish Plover

Peregrine Falcon

Stock Dove

Gadwall

Grey Plover

Southern Grey Shrike

Woodpigeon

Common Pochard

Lapwing

Woodchat Shrike

Feral Pigeon

Red-crested Pochard

Sanderling

Common Swift

Crested Lark

Shelduck

Turnstone

Pallid Swift

Thekla Lark

Marbled Teal

Dunlin

House Martin

Calandra Lark

White-headed Duck

Curlew Sandpiper

Crag Martin

Short-toed Lark

Common Coot

Little Stint

Barn Swallow

Lesser Short-toed Lark

Red-knobbed Coot (H)

Greenshank

Red-rumped Swallow

Woodlark (H)

Moorhen

Redshank

Black-eared Wheatear

Sardinian Warbler

Purple Swamphen

Oystercatcher

Iberian Stonechat

Dartford Warbler

Little Grebe

Whimbrel

Kingfisher

Cetti’s Warbler (H)

Great Crested Grebe

Curlew

European Bee-eater

Zitting Cisticola

Black-necked Grebe

Azure-winged Magpie

Nightingale

Reed Warbler

Black-headed Gull

Common Magpie

Golden Oriole

Great Reed Warbler

Mediterranean Gull

Carrion Crow

Common Waxbill

Savi’s Warbler (H)

Yellow-legged Gull

Raven

Iberian Green Woodpecker

Melodious Warbler (H)

Lesser Black-backed Gull

Jackdaw

Great Spotted Woodpecker

Goldfinch

Audouin’s Gull

Red-billed Chough

Lesser Spotted Woodpecker (?)

Greenfinch

Slender-billed Gull

Hoopoe

Short-toed Treecreeper

Chaffinch

Sandwich Tern

Nuthatch (H)

Spotted Flycatcher

Linnet

Little Tern

Common Cuckoo (H)

House Sparrow

Serin

Common Tern

White Wagtail

Spanish Sparrow

Corn Bunting

Gull-billed Tern

Yellow Wagtail

Tree Sparrow

Black-headed Weaver

Grasshopper sp. (RH)

Stag Beetle sp. (RH)
Common Blue (RH)

Clouded Yellow (RH)

Speckled Wood (RH)

Small Copper (RH)

Swallowtail (RH)

Lizard sp. (RH)
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Guest Feedback:
“I have now done five different trips with Richard and the Bargain Birding Club and although the
first one was wonderful, somehow the trips just keep getting better and better as Richard widens
the areas to which we travel, in the UK and abroad. The trips are superbly organised from
beginning to end and us birders are left wanting for nothing. I have just returned from 8 days in
Spain/Portugal where the hotel and food were excellent and the guiding (Richard plus Bryan
Thomas who is resident in Spain and Sergio and Laury from the Spanish Guides Association of
Donana) was superb. We had about 150 birds in the week plus lovely butterflies, mammals and a
great view of a Lynx (the rarest cat in the world) in Donana. Whether you travel as a couple or on
your own, these are perfect trips. Everyone just gels and the friendly banter and birding is
wonderful. There are also plenty of stops for photo opportunities and helpful advice on taking
photos, if required. Ed and I had five “lifers” on the trip and the views of the birds were great. For
me, the Crested Tit has eluded me for some time, I did get a glimpse last October in Spain, but
after a special small detour by Sergio (nothing is too much trouble) there was my bird and close
enough to get a wonderful view and photos as well”. (Lesley Frizell and Edward Woodhouse).
“I cannot recommend these trips too highly. They are amazing and really are very good value for
money – all that needs paying for is your drinks in the evening. So finally, huge thanks to Richard
and his great crew for making such an amazing and memorable week. I would recommend these
trips wholeheartedly to any birder.” (Lesley Frizell and Edward Woodhouse).
“Thank you for the Portuguese and Spanish birding trip which was fantastic and I enjoyed
everything about it, the whole experience was awesome so thank you, and I do plan to visit again
sometime”. (Bryan Thomas).

Windmill in the Alentejo (RH)
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www.bargainbirdingclub.com
Keeping in touch with Bargain Birding Club:
See our latest sightings and forthcoming trips on Facebook:
Just search for ‘Richard Hanman’
See all photos from our latest trips on Flickr:
Just search for ‘Bargain Birding Club’ or click on the link below:
https://www.flickr.com/photos/94664252@N02/
View previous trip reports on our website:
http://www.bargainbirdingclub.com/index.php
Contact us by email:
Contact us by phone:

info@bargainbirdingclub.com
07785 707 797

Spoonbill, Turnstone & Black-winged Stilt (RH)
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