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BIRDING THE BEST OF NORFOLK
Welney, Holme, Titchwell, Blakeney, Cley, Kelling Heath, Choseley Barns,
Hickling Broad, Dersingham Bog, Sculthorpe Moor and Weeting Heath

25th to 29th May 2017
Trip Leaders:
Richard Hanman & Simon Ginnaw

Trip Guests:
Warren Mann, Elizabeth Mann, Arthur Parry,
Margaret Neame, Christine Baker, Christine Crickmore
Helena Daly, Pamela Goode & Rosemary Brocklehurst
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Elizabeth & Warren (RH)

Simon & Arthur (RH)
All aboard the ‘Little Tern’ at Hickling Broad (MN)
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Introduction:
This trip was organised by Bargain Birding Club. Most of the 11 strong party were
repeat ‘Bargain Birders’ but we also had the pleasure of making new club members
Helena Daly and Rosemary Brocklehurst feel welcome and looked after.

Norfolk is the most visited destination for bird watchers in the UK as it offers a
multitude of habitats including sandy beaches, marram-grass dunes, shingle-ridges,
tidal mudflats, saltwater creeks, grazing marsh, freshwater reed-lined fens, deciduous
woodlands and coniferous copses. If that wasn’t enough, Norfolk lies on the key spring
migration route and has fabulous nature reserves all within easy access. Many of the
reserves have a state of the art visitors centre, toilets and gift shop.
Our trip itinerary took in 11 of the best birding ‘hot spots’ in Norfolk and also included a
marine boat trip to observe the seals at Blakeney Point, and a freshwater boat trip at
Hickling Broad. This gave us the best opportunity to see well over 100 species in 5 days.
Our base for the duration of this trip was the 4* Shellbrooke Guest House at
Hunstanton, centrally located to maximise our time in the field, and run by husband and
wife team Mark and Jackie. Our meal plan was half-board and included breakfast and a
delicious 2-course evening dinner prepared by Mark.

Main bird watching sites in Norfolk
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Ely Cathedral (AP)

Thursday 25th May 2017: Welney WWT
Our trip began with the group meeting at our predetermined rendezvous point in Sittingbourne at
6.45am, keen and ready to board our 17-seater
minibus to the WWT Wetland Centre at Welney.
En-route we picked up Red Kite, Common Buzzard,
Kestrel, Magpie, Carrion Crow, Rook, Jackdaw and
Great Crested Grebe. A photo stop near Ely Cathedral
gave us the opportunity to stretch our legs and pull out
our bins. We were rewarded with good views of Reed
Bunting, Sedge Warbler, Lapwing, Coot, Moorhen,
Mute Swan, Mallard, Common Tern, Grey Heron and
Black-headed Gull.
We arrived at Welney itself just before 11am. Welney is part of the Great Ouse Washes and is
Britain’s largest area of seasonally flooded land. Once checked in we enjoyed refreshments on the
observation deck of the visitors centre which also afforded us the opportunity to scan Lady Fen. Here
we picked out Avocet, Shelduck and Shoveler on the scrape. The feeders attracted Goldfinch,
Chaffinch, Collared Dove and Jackdaw, while the nest boxes were being occupied by Tree Sparrow. A
Linnet perched on a fence and a Pheasant was seen in the distance.
We entered the main reserve by crossing the
footbridge over the Header Drain. Barn Swallows and
House Martins flew above our heads. From the rather
grand Main Observatory hide we enjoyed close up
views of a family of Whooper Swan that had chosen
Welney over Iceland to breed this year. New birds for
our list included Little Egret, Cormorant, Greylag
Goose, Redshank, Black-tailed Godwit, Gadwall,
Pochard, Tufted Duck and Pied Wagtail.

Whooper Swan (RH)

Whooper Swan (RH)
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Whooper Swan (RH)

Next stop was the Reedbed Hide where we heard
Wren, Blackcap, Chiffchaff, Cetti’s Warbler and
Common Whitethroat and had repeated views of birds
seen from the main observatory. The Summer Walk was
closed to protect the breeding birds so we stopped
briefly at the Dragonfly Pool before retracing our route
back to Wigeon Cafe for lunch.

Main Hide, Welney (RH)

Arthur opted to spend the afternoon on the observation deck while the rest of us crossed back over
the footbridge and turned right to visit Nelson-Lyle Hide. Here we observed a small group of Blacktailed Godwit on the scrape, (some of which were in their red breeding plumage), plus Canada
Goose and Lesser Black-backed Gull.

Black-tailed Godwiit (RH)
Suddenly a bird dropped that instantly looked different – it was a male Black-winged Stilt! Common
in southern Europe this is a rare visitor to the UK and instantly became our “bird of the day”. It
preened itself for a few minutes before flying off into the distance.

Black-winged Stilt (RH)

Wasp Beetle (RH)

Next stop was Lyle Hide. Here a dazzling Kingfisher zipped past at high speed and then settled on a
distant reed giving everyone good scope views. We continued on to Friend’s Hide where a Corn
Bunting sang from a distant bush and Avocet chicks were roaming freely in search of small insects
floating on the water. A pair of Little Ringed Plover were nesting on an island in the scrape and we
also enjoyed good views of Reed Warbler and Reed Bunting.
At 4pm we headed back to the visitors centre and noted sightings of Small White, Red Admiral and
Orange Tip butterflies along with Azure Blue and Blue-tailed Damselfly, and a strange looking Wasp
Beetle. Plants in flower included Yellow Flag Iris, Red Campion, Ox-Eye Daisy and White Comfry.
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Back at the visitors centre we re-connected with Arthur who had been fortunate enough to see Redcrested Pochard, Garganey and the female Black-winged Stilt sitting on her nest! As we left Welney
we thanked the staff in the visitors centre for a great day out and agreed not to share our sighting of
the stilt through any birding app to avoid triggering a “twitch” and risk disturbing the birds which
were obviously attempting to breed.
We continued to Hunstanton and checked into our accommodation. We gathered on the terrace
before dinner to complete our checklist for the day which totalled 64 birds … just as a Swift
screamed overhead rounding it up to 65. Not a bad start given it had been hot (26oC) and humid.

Friday 26th May 2017: Holme Dunes Bird Observatory and RSPB Titchwell
Breakfast at 7.30am and then we were on the road at 8.30am to Holme Dunes National Nature
Reserve. On arrival we were greeted by a calling Cuckoo and a singing Skylark. Goldfinch, Linnet and
Great Tit flitted amongst the pine trees. We made our way to the Bird Observatory where we’d prearranged a bird ringing and moth trapping demo with Sophie but were saddened to hear that Sophie
was not well … we all wish her a speedy recovery. In Sophie’s absence Roger had kindly stepped in at
the last minute and did a sterling job passing on his knowledge.
The first sweep of the nets drew a blank so we
headed up to an observation point on the dunes
overlooking the sea.
Close to shore we saw Little Tern, Common Tern
and Sandwich Tern. Further out we saw passing
Gannet, Kittiwake, Herring Gull and Cormorant.
A Common Seal popped its head out of the water
briefly while Meadow Pipit and a female Ringnecked Pheasant flushed from the dunes as we
retraced our steps back to the bird ringers hut.
We saw Marbled White and Brimstone butterfly
but failed to locate an Argus Brown. Around the
small pond edged with Yellow Flag Iris we picked up
Four Spotted Chaser and Hairy Hawker dragonfly.

Hairy Hawker (RH)
Moth Trap (RH)

With still no birds in the nets we turned our
attention to the moth traps.
One by one Roger pulled the egg boxes from trap
and called out the names of the moths enticed in
last night by the light.
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Highlights included Cinnabar Moth, White Ermine, Buff Ermine, Small Elephant Hawk Moth, Green
Carpet, Tawny Marbled Carpet, Square Spot Rustic, Grass Rivulet, Flame Shoulder, Flame
Wainscott, Knotgrass Moth, Wax Moth, Fern Moth, Cetaceous Hebrew Character Moth … and an
interloper from New Zealand in the shape of Light Brown Apple Moth.
Cinnabar (RH)

Square Spot Rustic (RH)

Small Elephant Hawk (RH)

White Ermine (RH)

Green Carpet (RH)

Buff Ermine (RH)
Flame Shoulder (RH)

Light Brown
Apple Moth (RH)

Grass Rivulet (RH)
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The third trawl of the nets finally produced a Reed Warbler,
giving us a reason to celebrate with an ice cream in the
visitors centre at the neighbouring nature reserve. On the
way out of Holme we added Stonechat to our trip list.
Next stop was the RSPB reserve at Titchwell and we arrived
close to midday – perfect time for a freshly made sandwich
from the café.
Chaffinch, Greenfinch, Dunnock, Collared Dove and
Woodpigeon were all on the feeders while a Robin and a
Blackbird felt brave searching for scraps around the picnic
tables. A mixed flock of Blue Tit and Long-tailed Tit flittered
through the tree tops.
Reed Warbler (RH)

Greenfinch (RH)

Collared Dove (RH)

Pheasant (RH)

Suitably refreshed, we headed for Fen Hide which gave good views of Common Tern. In the wooded
area a Speckled Wood butterfly and Large Red Damselfly both posed nicely for the camera.

Speckled Wood (RH)

Large Red Damselfly (RH)
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After a quick loo stop we headed out to the Island Hide and enjoyed close up views of Black-headed
Gull with chicks as well as fleeting glimpses of a Water Rail before it was chased off by a Moorhen.
Other birds of note here included Mediterranean Gull and Common Gull.

Black-headed Gull (RH)

Water Rail (RH)

Black-headed Gull (RH)

Black-headed Gull (RH)
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We continued on to the Parinder Hides as most of the birds on the reserve were congregated on the
freshwater scrape. En-route we had good views of a Grey Heron feeding in a pool and enjoyed the
backdrop of song provided by Reed Warbler, Sedge Warbler, Cetti’s Warbler and Reed Bunting.

At the hides we had good scope views of Little Ringed Plover, Ruff, Knot, Dunlin, Turnstone, Bartailed Godwit, Red-crested Pochard and Egyptian Goose. In front of the hide an Avocet adult and
chick patrolled the shoreline.
Little Ringed Plover (RH)

Grey Heron (RH)

Avocet (RH)
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At 5pm we left Titchwell and drove to Choseley drying barns just a short distance away. Here we
had excellent views of Yellowhammer, Linnet and Goldfinch taking turns to drink from a muddy
pool. Around the barns we were able to compare Stock Dove and Woodpigeon, and a Hare
crouched down in the long grass around the field margin.

Yellowhammer (RH)
Linnet (RH)

At 6.30pm we headed back to Hunstanton, washed and changed for dinner. Tonight Mark had
prepared a wonderful Spanish-influenced feast of meatballs, salted potatoes, mixed salad, Spanish
omelette and an assortment of breads and dips – delicioso!

Bargain Birding the Best of Norfolk

Saturday 27th May 2017: Blakeney, Cley, Kelling Heath & Dersingham Bog
Breakfast at 7.30am and then an 8.15am departure saw us heading for Morston Quay to board the
10am Bean’s Boat to see the seals and terns at Blakeney Point. The tide was exceptionally high
which meant most birds and seals were still out at sea feeding when we reached Blakeney Point.
We did manage to locate Arctic Tern, Common Tern, Little Tern and Sandwich Tern as well as
Cormorant, Redshank, Oystercatcher, Shelduck, Herring Gull, Black-headed Gull and Lesser Blackbacked Gull. Four Grey Seals were sunbathing on the shingle spit at Blakeney while 3 Common Seals
waited in the water for the tide to recede before they could haul themselves up on to the sandbank.

Common Seal (RH)
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Sandwich Tern (RH)
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Back on dry land we headed for ‘elevenses’ at the café at Cley NNR and waited for a brief shower to
pass over before heading for the hides overlooking Pat’s Scrape. Waders and wildfowl were present
in good numbers and variety (Avocet, Redshank, Lapwing, Ruff, Little Ringed Plover, Common
Sandpiper, Gadwall, Shelduck and Mallard). Sand Martin and House Martin flew overhead, while
Bearded Tit were heard ‘pinging’ in the reeds. Star bird was a Caspian Gull excellently picked up by
Simon but alas it was too distant to capture even a record shot. For many the highlight at Cley was a
creche of Shelduck with 19 surrogate ducklings.

Arthur & Christine B. (RH)

Pam & Christine C. (RH)

Rosemary & Helena (RH)
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Margaret (RH)

At 2.30pm we headed off to Kelling Heath in search of Dartford Warbler. Unfortunately the sky
turned grey and the wind picked up resulting in most birds staying hidden. Willow Warbler
continued to sing despite the weather and we had fleeting glimpses of Hobby and Turtle Dove as
both flashed past at high speed.

Looking for Dartford Warbler (RH)
We headed back to Hunstanton for an early (6.30pm) meal to leave time to visit Dersingham after
dinner. We arrived at 8.30pm while it was still light and almost immediately a pair of Woodcock flew
in a large circle skirting the bog. Despite being plagued by biting gnats we persevered and enjoyed
multiple sightings of Woodcock and heard the faint calls of a Tawny Owl and Green Woodpecker.

Woodcock (RH)
As the light levels dropped Nightjar began to churr. Our ears picked up at least two different birds
but seeing them proved very difficult. At 10pm we called it a night and headed back to the hotel.
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Sunday 28th May 2017: Hickling Broad, Winterton Dunes & Sheringham
Breakfast at 7.30am and then an 8.30am departure saw us heading for Hickling Broad. We arrived
at 10.00am, in time for our pre-arranged 10.30am boat trip, only to find that there had been a
double booking mix up. Thanks to the resourcefulness and quick thinking of Jacqui Rogers at the
Norfolk Wildlife Trust, she called upon her husband Richard to muster a spare boat at short notice.

En-route to the boarding jetty we saw the iconic Swallowtail butterfly … a magnificent insect
confined to a few small areas in the Norfolk Broads. Unfortunately none of the 6 specimens we
encountered settled for a photograph.
At 11am we boarded the ‘Little Tern’ boat and enjoyed a very pleasant 3 hour trip around the water
ways and hides of Hickling Broad. Mute Swan, Great Crested Grebe, Coot, Moorhen and Mallard
were all busy raising young. From the Tower Hide we observed 6 Common Crane flying in the
distance, as well as Hobby, Marsh Harrier and Common Buzzard.
Elizabeth adjusting
her ‘equipment’

Hickling boat trip (RH)

Common Crane (RH)

Hobby (RH)

Chinese Water Deer (RH)

From the Island Hide we observed Common Tern, Mallard, Gadwall, Shoveler, Shelduck, Little Egret,
Bearded Tit, Reed Bunting, Reed Warbler and Pied Wagtail. Last stop was Swim Coot’s Scrape which
delivered a superb male Garganey, as well as Egyptian Goose and a Chinese Water Deer. At 2pm we
arrived back at the jetty and picnicked in the garden of the visitors centre, picking up singing Lesser
Whitethroat and Siskin in the process.
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After lunch, and with the time ticking on, we agreed a change of plan to our itinerary and decided to
extend our stay at Hickling Broad to search for dragonflies and damselflies. Simon lead the
impromptu field study and identified Hairy Dragonfly, Four Spot Chaser, Large Red Damselfly,
Azure Blue Damselfly and Scarce Emerald Damselfly. A Cuckoo called constantly and eventually
rewarded our persistence with a fly past before settling in a distant oak tree. We also enjoyed very
close views of a Willow Warbler with a beak full of caterpillars, no doubt gathered for a hungry
brood. From the surrounding woodlands we heard a calling Great Spotted Woodpecker.
At 4pm we headed for Winterton Dunes on a tip-off to see nesting Little Tern from the skipper of
the boat with the same name. But alas, on arrival we spoke to a volunteer who informed us the
terns hadn’t started nesting yet.
At 5pm we headed back towards Hunstanton, stopping briefly at Sheringham promenade to pick up
2 ‘quick ticks’ in the form of Fulmar and Rock Pipit amongst the hundreds of holiday makers
enjoying the late afternoon sunshine.
Azure Blue Damselfly (RH)

Fulmar (RH)

Willow Warbler (RH)
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Monday 29th May 2017: Sculthorpe Moor and Weeting Heath
Bank Holiday Monday and the last day of our 5-day trip to Norfolk. After breakfast and checkout we
headed for Sculthorpe Moor arriving just after 9am. Our visit could not have got off to a better start
as we came across two fluffy Tawny Owl chicks that had just fledged the nest and were sitting in a
tree at head height right by the path at the entrance to the reserve, looking a bit tired and sorry for
themselves.
We notified one of the wardens who kindly let us take some photographs from a safe distance so as
not to disturb the young birds. The warden explained that the chicks would probably remain in the
tree until nightfall when their parents would feed them and lead them to a more private location
away from the busy path.

Tawny Owl (RH)
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After filling our boots marvelling at the young owls we continued along the boardwalk through the
reserve picking up singing Blackcap, Dunnock, Wren and Robin. At the Woodland Hide we added
Coal Tit to our trip list and had further sightings of Greenfinch and Chaffinch.
We continued through the reserve and came across a family party of Nuthatch and a young Song
Thrush. We also had fleeting glimpses of Marsh Tit. In the brook we saw Water Vole droppings on a
floating platform and then ‘Ratty’ himself appeared for a brief few seconds before disappearing into
the waterside vegetation.
From the new Volunteers Hide we had close up views of Nuthatch, Chaffinch, Blue Tit and Bullfinch
– the latter of which appeared for a split second, too quick to capture a record shot.
Nuthatch (RH)

From the Scrape Hide we observed Sand Martin, Reed Bunting, Coot, Moorhen and a Jay, but failed
to connect with the resident Kingfisher. We retraced our steps back to the visitor centre for a coffee
before heading off to Weeting Heath at 1pm.
On arrival at Weeting Heath we checked in with the young
volunteer warden who showed us the best place to view
Stone Curlew. Two birds on the opposite side of the road
to the reserve were very distant and proved difficult to see,
even with a scope, but everyone did record a faint ‘tick’.
Rook and Jackdaw were the only birds seen from the West
Hide, ẁhile Blue Tit, Great Tit, Greenfinch, Chaffinch and
Yellowhammer visited the feeders at the small hide.
As we walked towards the East Hide we picked up a
Goldcrest calling and came across a noisy family group of
Mistle Thrush. The two nesting pairs of Spotted Flycatcher
managed to elude us though.
Greenfinch (RH)
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At 4pm we called an end to the trip and headed back to Sittingbourne. Fortunately the Bank Holiday
traffic was kind to us enabling everyone to continue their onward journey home from our drop off
point at 6.30pm.
Another successful Bargain Birding Club trip … 119 bird species seen or heard, amazing weather,
fabulous reserves and a happy group of ‘Bargain Birders’.

Thank you from ‘Bargain Birding Club’:
As always, a massive thank you to Simon Ginnaw (https://simonginnaw.com/), our semi-resident
ornithologist and wildlife tour guide, for another fabulous trip. We all appreciate your patience and
your passion, as well as your bionic eyes and ears!
Special thanks also to Roger at Holme Bird Observatory, and to Jacqui & Richard Rogers at Hickling.
Finally, thanks to Mark & Jackie our hosts at The Shellbrooke (http://www.theshellbrooke.co.uk/).
Good luck with your move to Australia next year … we’ll miss Mark’s cooking and Jackie’s hospitality.

All photos in this report were taken during the trip and reproduced with permission
from Richard Hanman (RH), Margaret Neame (MN) and Arthur Parry (AP).

Keeping in touch with Bargain Birding Club:
See our latest sightings and forthcoming trips on Facebook:
Just search for ‘Richard Hanman’
See all photos from our latest trips on Flickr:
Just search for ‘Bargain Birding Club’ or click on the link below:
https://www.flickr.com/photos/94664252@N02/
View previous trip reports on our website:
http://www.bargainbirdingclub.com/index.php
Contact us by email:
Contact us by phone:

info@bargainbirdingclub.com
07785 707 797
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BBC Guest Feedback:
“Many thanks to you Richard for organising such a wonderful holiday with your usual attention to
detail and flair for finding good accommodation and excellent birding venues. You and Simon, as
usual, brought a wealth of knowledge and expertise to the experience. Thank you very much.
Earlier this evening a friend phoned and I said that I had been on a bird-watching holiday. She asked
if we had seen many birds. When I told her that I personally had seen 84 different species she was
amazed! I have to say Richard, for me, that was brilliant”. (Margaret Neame).
“I just had to let you know what a great time I had. There was so much to see with your excellent
choice of places to visit that I feel that this was the best birding holiday ever.
Thank you to you and Simon for sharing your expertise. I'm looking forward to Northern Ireland!”
(Christine Baker).
“Just wanted to say how much I enjoyed our trip to Norfolk and many thanks to both you and
Simon for making it so enjoyable. You both make a great team and look forward to joining future
trips when I can”. (Christine Crickmore).
“Hi Richard, thanks to you and Simon for a great trip again and to you especially for all the driving.
Once again a superlative trip with great guides and good weather for all the outings. The
accommodation was great and the food very good and our hosts most pleasant. The usual kindness
from the "Birders" was most appreciated and scope views and questions given and answered most
generously. How it was possibly to mislay ten birders for over an hour I cannot believe - I thought
you had all gone home until I saw Richard in the window of Island Hide from the Parinder Hide - a
great trip and hopefully I can still do another. Ten cheers for the BBC”. (Arthur Parry).
“Thank you very much for organising a fabulous trip to Norfolk, I really enjoyed it and will definitely
be doing more”. (Helena Daly).
“I so very much enjoyed the trip with excellent company and two great leaders. I will definitely be
joining Bargain Birding Club on another trip as soon as I am able. Thank you again both of you”.
(Rosemary Brocklehurst).
“Another splendid weekend away with BBC, with some lovely sightings. Thanks for all your and
Simon's efforts”. (Warren & Elizabeth Mann).
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TRIP LIST – 119 BIRDS (25th to 29th May 2017)
Common Crane

Black-headed Gull

Red Kite

Reed Warbler

Grey Heron

Lesser Black-backed Gull

Marsh Harrier

Sedge Warbler

Little Egret

Great Black-backed Gull

Common Buzzard

Cetti’s Warbler

Cormorant

Herring Gull

Sparrowhawk

Blackcap

Mute Swan

Caspian Gull

Common Kestrel

Chiffchaff

Whooper Swan

Common Gull

Hobby

Willow Warbler

Greylag Goose

Mediterranean Gull

Tawny Owl

Goldcrest

Canada Goose

Black-winged Stilt

Jay

Common Whitethroat

Egyptian Goose

Avocet

Magpie

Lesser Whitethroat (H)

Farmyard Goose (feral)

Redshank

Rook

Bearded Tit

Shelduck

Lapwing

Carrion Crow

Long-tailed Tit

Shoveler

Little Ringed Plover

Jackdaw

Great Tit

Mallard

Black-tailed Godwit

Woodpigeon

Blue Tit

Gadwall

Bar-tailed Godwit

Stock Dove

Coal Tit

Garganey

Oystercatcher

Collared Dove

Marsh Tit

Tufted Duck

Common Sandpiper

Turtle Dove

Chaffinch

Pochard

Knot

Barn Swallow

Goldfinch

Red-crested Pochard

Ruff

House Martin

Greenfinch

Coot

Turnstone

Sand Martin

Bullfinch

Moorhen

Dunlin

Swift

Linnet

Water Rail

Stone Curlew

Wren

Yellowhammer

Great Crested Grebe

Woodcock

Blackbird

Siskin

Little Grebe

European Nightjar

Song Thrush

Dunnock

Fulmar

Common Cuckoo

Mistle Thrush

House Sparrow

Gannet

Red-legged Partridge

Robin

Tree Sparrow

Kittiwake

Ring-necked Pheasant

Starling

Reed Bunting

Common Tern

Green Woodpecker (H)

Kingfisher

Corn Bunting

Sandwich Tern

Great Spotted Woodpecker (H)

Stonechat

Meadow Pipit

Little Tern

Treecreeper (H)

Pied Wagtail

Rock Pipit

Arctic Tern

Nuthatch

Skylark

BUTTERFLIES, DRAGONFLIES & DAMSELFLIES
Orange-Tip

Red Admiral

Peacock

Small White

Swallowtail

Speckled Wood

Brimstone

Wall Brown

Four Spot Chaser Dragonfly

Hairy Hawker Dragonfly

Southern Hawker Dragonfly

Banded Demoiselle Damselfly

Azure Blue Damselfly

Blue-tailed Damselfly

Large Red Damselfly

Scarce Emerald Damselfly

MAMMALS, REPTILES & AMPHIBIANS
Chinese Water Deer

Muntjac Deer

Common Seal

Grey Seal

Hare

Rabbit

Grey Squirrel

Soay Sheep
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Hunstanton Lighthouse (AP)

Hunstanton Cliffs (AP)
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Blakeney Harbour (RH)

Blakeney Old Lifeboat Station (RH)
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