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Introduction:
With a 4-day Bank Holiday weekend this was another opportunity for a spot of birding in the
Spanish sunshine with my buddy Bryan.
We had no pre-determined plans and no ‘target list’, we were going with the flow and every bird
would be a bonus. As always, Bryan’s banter in the field is legendary and Trish is the perfect host.
The last time we went birding in Costa Blanca we turned up a Sociable Lapwing … so we expected
anything and lived by the motto … the more you look, the luckier you get!

Friday 28th April 2017: Santa Pola salina, El Pinet and San Felipe Neri Visitors Centre
An early 6am EasyJet flight from Gatwick to Alicante meant I’d cleared customs, collected my hire
car from Centauro and was pulling up outside Bryan’s villa in Gran Alicant by 10.30am.
By 11am we were on the road and heading towards the salinas at Santa Pola. The weather was
grey and overcast with a temperature of 12oC … not quite what I was expecting but it’s always great
to be outdoors whatever the weather.
From the tower layby we kick-started the trip list with a mixed flock of Pallid Swift, Sand Martin,
House Martin and Barn Swallow swooping above the water. Yellow-legged Gull congregated
around the tower while Little Tern and Whiskered Tern flew back and forth in search of a fishy
meal. In the distance we could see Greater Flamingo, Great Crested Grebe and Red-crested
Pochard. Feeding in the pools on the opposite side of the road were a pair of Spotted Redshank in
full breeding plumage … a “top bird” for this part of Spain declared Bryan, excited enough to get
out his big 600mm prime lens … but sadly out of reach of my smaller 100-400mm lens in poor light.

Other birds seen were Dunlin, Curlew Sandpiper, Common Redshank, Avocet, Black-winged Stilt,
Wood Sandpiper, Yellow Wagtail, Little Grebe and Black-headed Gull.

Yellow-legged Gull

Curlew Sandpiper
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Next stop was El Pinet and the pools by the car park hosted dozens of Greater Flamingo. Common
Tern and Sandwich Tern were roosting on the islands and Avocet, Black-winged Stilt and Kentish
Plover patrolled the waters edge. In a small pool in front of the hide was a Slender-billed Gull.

Greater Flamingo

Slender-billed Gull
We then drove through the small villages of La Marina, Dolores and Catral south of El Hondo
which gave us House Sparrow, Spotless Starling, Blackbird, Collared Dove, Greenfinch and Serin.
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Avocet

Black-winged Stilt
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In the fields we saw Grey Heron, Squacco Heron, Cattle Egret, Little Egret, Glossy Ibis and
Mediterranean Gull. A strange-looking Yellow Wagtail with a blackish head forced us to stop and
take a closer look. The bird was quite distant but eventually we got a clear view and agreed it was a
Blue-headed Wagtail feeding with a flock of Yellow Wagtail and White Wagtail in a recently
ploughed field.

Near the ruined abbey we saw a pair of Great Spotted Cuckoo being chased relentlessly by
Common Magpies before eventually the birds perched within distance of our cameras. In the
distance we could hear Common Cuckoo, Stone Curlew and a Zitting Cisticola calling.

Great Spotted Cuckoo
As we continued along Vistabello Road towards San Felipe Neri Visitors Centre we added Southern
Grey Shrike, Spotted Flycatcher, Red-legged Partridge, Red-rumped Swallow and Ringed Plover to
our trip list. A Wood Sandpiper provided photographic opportunities but the light levels were so
poor that I only managed a record shot.

Wood Sandpiper
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From the covered observation deck at the visitors centre we enjoyed close views of Marbled Teal,
Red-crested Pochard, Coot, Moorhen and Mallard. Towards the back of the pool we picked out a
captive Red-knobbed Coot (sporting its white collar ID tag) and Purple Swamphen.
From the boardwalk we could see a small group of Collared Pratincole resting at the waters edge,
Common Pochard were present on the far lagoon, and a Cormorant flew overhead. We also heard
Great Reed Warbler calling from the reeds and the diagnostic “hoop-hoop” of a Hoopoe.
At 7pm the light was fading fast so we called it a day and headed back to Gran Alicant for dinner.

Marbled Teal

Red-crested Pochard
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Saturday 29th April 2017: San Pedro, Cabo de Palos, La Mata, Santa Pola & The Clot
Little Egret

At 6.30am the weather was even damper, greyer and murkier
than yesterday. A quick check on the weather apps gave grim
reading … cold, wet and miserable all day. Undaunted we set off
down the coast to San Pedro.
We parked in the layby by the roundabout and quickly picked up
Turnstone and Sanderling feeding on the waters edge. In the
drainage gully a Little Egret waded in the shallow water while
Barn Swallow and Pallid Swift screamed overhead.
The road that bisects the lagoon didn’t reveal any new birds but
once at the far side we added Shelduck to our trip list, along
with additional sightings of Avocet and Black-winged Stilt.

In the large car park we were approached by a policeman on a motorbike who explained that the
road back across the lagoon would be closing in 15mins for the rest of the day for a cycle race.
Consequently we quickly got back into the car and left San Pedro before we got ‘locked in’.
After considering our options we continued down the coast to Cabo de Palos but arrived in dense,
low cloud giving almost zero visibility. In the salinas we struggled to pick out Sardinian Warbler,
Kentish Plover, Common Sandpiper and a Spotted Flycatcher drenched by the mist.

Spotted Flycatcher

Sardinian Warbler

Kentish Plover
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At 11am we headed back north
to La Mata. As we arrived the
mist cleared but it still remained
cold, breezy and over-cast.
We took the boardwalk towards
the hide and saw Pied Flycatcher
and Spotted Flycatcher flitting
amongst the pines.
`
An Iberian Green Woodpecker
called repeatedly from the trees
before finally revealing itself.
In the absence of many birds on
the lagoon we tempted the
resident Iberian Red Squirrels in
to the open with some nuts.

Iberian Red Squirrel
Iberian Green Woodpecker

As we walked back to the car we
heard a Chiffchaff and a single
note of Golden Oriole. We
played the call of the oriole in an
attempt to lure the bird closer
but unfortunately drew a blank.
After a quick lunch stop we
returned to the back roads
around El Hondo and came
across a flooded field full of
Glossy Ibis and Cattle Egret.
Using the car as a hide we were
able to get reasonably close and
observe the birds feeding. A
small flock of Mediterranean
Gulls briefly joined the foray.
At Sandpiper Alley hundreds of
swallows and swift were feeding
overhead. A Common Kestrel
perched on a pylon, Southern
Grey Shrike on the wire and
Common Buzzard flew overhead.
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Cattle Egret

Glossy Ibis
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Glossy Ibis
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We returned to the ruined abbey hoping for better views of the Great Spotted Cuckoo seen
yesterday but had to be content with a male bird flying in the distance and our first sightings of
European Bee-eater perched on the wire.

European Bee-eater
Next stop was Santa Pola beach next to the harbour to photograph Audouin’s Gull.

Audouin’s Gull

We then took the Carabassi Road to the Clot de
Galvany … Bryan’s local ‘patch’ and a site that
always turns up something good every time I
visit. Today was no exception. From the main
hide overlooking the lagoon we had good views
of White-headed Duck, Red-crested Pochard,
Common Pochard, Mallard, Coot, Moorhen and
Little Grebe. Hundreds of swallows, martins and
swifts zipped above our heads.
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White-headed Duck

Mallard

Mallard

Pochard

Mallard

Pochard

Pallid Swift
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As the light began to fade we wandered over to the far side of the reserve to another pool. Here a
Black Tern provided a welcome bonus, along with another Pied Flycatcher and our first Little Owl.
The highlight of the day was saved to the end as we watched five Squacco Heron and four Blackcrowned Night Heron settling down to roost for the night in the far reeds.

Sunday 30th April 2017: Caudette to Yecla track
With better weather forecast we set off from Gran Alicant at 7.30am and arrived at the Caudette
end of the Caudette-Yecla track (CM 3220). As we turned off the main road onto the track we
quickly picked up Goldfinch, Linnet and Crested Lark. Driving slowly along the track we picked up
Short-toed Lark, Calandra Lark, Thekla Lark, Corn Bunting and Woodchat Shrike as we went.
At the tarmac gave way to dirt we stopped at a large cattle holding pen in the middle of a stoney
field. Here we had good views of Stone Curlew, Red-billed Chough, Northern Wheatear and Blackeared Wheatear before another bird caught our attention. With a two-tone red and black body I
initially called ‘Common Redstart’, to which Bryan declared … “that’s not a redstart, it’s a
########### Rock Thrush!”
This was a mega bird … a lifer for me and the first for Bryan in this part of Spain. We took a few
record shots then inched the car a little closer to the bird but it was rather skittish and kept flying
off. We then noticed the rather more confiding female who didn’t seem at all bothered by our
presence. We spent 2 hours observing the pair as they split their time between foraging the open
ground and a dried up water tough, and retreating to the cattle compound. Amazing!

Rock Thrush
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Rock Thrush
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Rock Thrush
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Rock Thrush

Black-eared Wheatear
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Southern Grey Shrike

Northern Wheatear

Corn Bunting

Crested Lark

At 12noon we celebrated with coffee and a sandwich before continuing along the Caudette-Yecla
track, adding Rock Sparrow and Carrion Crow to our trip list as we went. As we approached the
Yecla end we had great views of a small colony of European Bee-eaters nesting by the track.
After a brief siesta, we continued to the Lesser Kestrel colony and enjoyed watching male and
female birds carrying out hunting forays between the farm and surrounding arable fields.
At 4.30pm we fast-tracked it back to the Rock Thrush site, relocated the male and female, and had
repeat sightings of Black-eared Wheatear, Northern Wheatear, Stone Curlew and Mistle Thrush.

European Bee-eater
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European Bee-eater
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Lesser Kestrel
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Yecla-Caudete Track
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Monday 1st May 2017: Yecla-Caudette Track, Petrola, Colla Rubio and Bonete
An early 6.30am departure from Gran Alicant saw us arriving at Caudette at 8.00am to try to
relocate the Rock Thrush but after 1 hour of intense searching we drew a blank. We then drove to
Petrola arriving at 10am to be greeted by Whiskered Tern and Gull-billed Tern gracing the skies.

As we scanned the large seasonal lagoon we picked out Little Ringed Plover, Kentish Plover,
Lapwing, Ruff, Coot, Marsh Harrier, Great Reed Warbler, Black-winged Stilt, Dunlin, Avocet,
Common Sandpiper, Greater Flamingo and another Spotted Redshank in full breeding plumage.
We stopped to enjoy Tree Sparrow that appeared to be nesting in a nearby bush before Bryan
picked up the song of Reed Warbler, much smoother and less scratchy than Great Reed Warbler.

Tree Sparrow

Great Reed Warbler
Next stop was Colla Rubio where our target bird was Great Bustard. We’d bet each other a pint for
every Bustard spotted and first blood went to me with two distant birds. Five minutes later Bryan
spotted a group of 21 male Great Bustard … 21 pints to Bryan and my ego well and truly bust-ard!
I managed to regain a little pride
by picking up a Short-toed Eagle
which glided overhead affording
us both excellent views.
With the through road flooded
we drove the long way round to
the opposite side of Petrola and
picked up our first Gadwall and
Black-necked Grebe of this trip.
Other birds of note included
Shelduck, Black-winged stilt,
Lapwing, Greater Flamingo, Redcrested
Pochard,
Common
Pochard, Coot and Pallid Swift.

Booted Eagle

Pallid Swift
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Black Tern

Diary of the Bargain Birder

Black Tern

Diary of the Bargain Birder

Colla Rubio

Petrola
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Black-necked Grebe
Common Sandpiper
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From Colla Rubio we took the CM-3261 to Bonete. Scanning the horizon we picked up a further 16
male Great Bustard. We stopped briefly at Estacion but the crops were too high to locate any Little
Bustard that may have been present.

Great Bustard

On the road to Higuerela we managed to pick up a pair of
Black Wheatear that regularly make their home in the ruined
building at the foot of a stony cliff-face. Overhead a Booted
Eagle glided at height.
Next stop was the small pine grove opposite which proved
very productive giving us Chaffinch, Long-tailed Tit, Great Tit,
Short-toed Treecreeper, Bonelli’s Warbler, Pied Flycatcher,
Spotted Flycatcher, Common Redstart. To top it all we also
heard Nightingale and Golden Oriole calling but alas both
birds remained elusive.
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Booted Eagle

Bonelli’s Warbler
At 4pm we called it a day and started to head back towards Gran Alicant. We’d only been driving a
few minutes when we spotted a large bird crouching down by the roadside. We drove past the bird,
spun the car road and approached slowly from the opposite direction. The bird stood up to reveal
itself as a female Little Bustard and proceeded to walk along the road as if hitch-hiking for a lift. It
walked straight into a field and seconds later two birds flew up and disappeared in to the distance.
Totally up our bird list we
concluded that we’d see
or heard 100 species in 4
days … not bad when
considering the fact that
2 of our 4 days were
hindered by unseasonal
cool, wet weather.
That said, it was another
successful trip which
included 1 x ‘lifer’ (Rock
Thrush) and my best-ever
views of Great Bustard …
plus it’s always good to
be out birding with Bryan.

Little Bustard

Diary of the Bargain Birder

TRIP LIST – 100 BIRDS (28th April to 1st May 2017)
Greater Flamingo

Black Tern

Short-toed Eagle

Golden Oriole (H)

Purple Heron

Gull-billed Tern

Booted Eagle

Nightingale (H)

Grey Heron

Red-legged Partridge

Marsh Harrier

Blackbird

Squacco Heron

Gunieafowl

Common Buzzard

Mistle Thrush

Black-crown Night Heron

Great Bustard

Common Kestrel

Rock Thrush

Glossy Ibis

Little Bustard

Lesser Kestrel

Common Redstart

Little Egret

Pin-tailed Sandgrouse

Little Owl

House Sparrow

Cattle Egret

Collared Pratincole

Woodchat Shrike

Tree Sparrow

Cormorant

Ringed Plover

Southern Grey Shrike

Rock Sparrow

Little Grebe

Kentish Plover

White Wagtail

Spotless Starling

Great Crested Grebe

Little Ringed Plover

Yellow Wagtail

Great Reed Warbler

Black-necked Grebe

Ruff

Blue-headed Wagtail

Cetti’s Warbler (H)

Coot

Green Sandpiper

Spotted Flycatcher

Bonelli’s Warbler

Red-knobbed Coot

Common Sandpiper

Pied Flycatcher

Sardinian Warbler

Purple Swamphen

Wood Sandpiper

European Bee-eater

Reed Warbler (H)

Moorhen

Curlew Sandpiper

Short-toed Treecreeper

Chiffchaff

Red-crested Pochard

Dunlin

Great Spotted Cuckoo

Zitting Cisticola

Common Pochard

Little Stint

Common Cuckoo (H)

Crested Lark

Mallard

Avocet

Green Woodpecker

Calandra Lark

Marbled Teal

Common Redshank

Black Wheatear

Thekla Lark

White-headed Duck

Spotted redshank

Black-eared Wheatear

Short-toed Lark

Shelduck

Turnstone

Northern Wheatear

Greenfinch

Gadwall

Sanderling

Red-rumped Swallow

Goldfinch

Audouin’s Gull

Turtle Dove

Barn Swallow

Serin

Slender-billed Gull

Woodpigeon

House Martin

Linnet

Yellow-legged Gull

Collared Dove

Sand Martin

Corn Bunting

Mediterranean Gull

Magpie

Pallid Swift

Long-tailed Tit

Black-headed Gull

Carrion Crow

Common Tern

Jackdaw

Little Tern

Raven

Whiskered Tern

Red-billed Chough

Great Tit

All photos in this trip report were taken by Richard Hanman and remain the
property of ‘Bargain Birding Club’. Please ask if you want to use them free of charge.
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