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Tuesday 12th March 2013 – Oued Souss (Half day) 
 

The plane from Gatwick landed at Agadir at 12 noon and after collecting my luggage, changing some 

money (you can’t take Moroccan currency into/out of the country) and picking up the hire car, I met 

my guide Mohamed in the arrivals hall of the airport. 

 

After filling the car with diesel we headed straight to Oued Souss, one of the 2 rivers that mark the 

boundary of the National Park of Souss-Massa on the Atlantic coast of Morocco. The National Park 

covers an area of 70km north/south x 15km from the coast in-land. More than 270 species of bird, 40 

mammals and 30 reptiles and amphibians have been recorded in the park and consequently this is 

where I had planned to spend the majority of the time on this trip. On the way we observed 

Common Kestrel, Collared Dove and Spotless Starling. 
 

We parked under the shade of some trees and walked towards the observation point to view the 

river which was in full flow and at high tide. We saw Yellow-legged Gull, Little Gull, Moroccan 

Great Cormorant, Grey Heron, Moroccan Magpie and numerous Common Kestrel before following 

the raised stone embankment wall towards the nature reserve. 

 

At the reserve we followed a rubbish-strew footpath that weaved its way through the saltmarsh 

vegetation (mainly glasswort) which gave us the opportunity to see Sardinian Warbler, Subalpine 

Warbler, Crested Lark, Skylark, Grey Wagtail and Zitting Cisticola. At the pools in front of the  

walls of the Royal Palace we saw Greater Flamingo, Eurasian Spoonbill, Black-winged Stilt, 

Redshank, Greenshank, Grey Plover, Curlew, Little Egret, Black-tailed Godwit, Common 

Sandpiper and Meadow Pipit. Then a mixed flock of Marbled Duck, Northern Shoveler, Mallard and 

Common Teal took to the air, circled and landed again in the distance. Overhead, a lone Audouin’s 

Gull flew past, identifiable by its black-tipped wings and red beak.  

 

Not wanting to get too close to the armed guards at the Royal Palace, we headed back through the 

saltmarsh to the car. On the way we saw White Wagtail, a Tortoise, and a Moroccan Great 

Cormorant struggling to hold and swallow a huge fish it had caught before flying off towards the sea. 

 

Hindsight is a wonderful thing and I would strongly recommend anyone visiting Oeud Souss to take 

mosquito repellent and wear long trousers and sturdy waterproof walking boots. 

 

In the hotel grounds I saw Blackbird, House Sparrow and Stock Dove to add to the day list which 

finished on 34 species. I had pizza and a beer at the English pub next to the hotel before an early 

night, only managing to watch the first half of the Barcelona v AC Milan football match! 



Wednesday 13th March 2013 – Oued Massa (Full day) 
 

In  the hotel grounds I saw Common Bulbul, Sardinian Warbler, Collared Dove and Blackbird, as well as 

the ubiquitous Yellow-legged Gulls calling as they glided overhead. We set off at 7am to Oued Massa, 

which marks the southern boundary of the Souss-Massa National Park, a 60km (1 hour) drive from Agadir.  
 

At the reserve we parked in the designated car park next to the big red building which is the warden’s 

house. We followed the footpath, with the river on our left, through the reserve towards the sea 

observing Moussier’s Redstart, Stone Curlew, Black-crowned Tchagra, Goldfinch, Greenfinch, 

Moroccan Chaffinch, Serin, Linnet, Stonechat, Sardinian Warbler, Little Owl, Little Egret, Mallard and 

Common Teal. We took a side track through flowering Acacia scrub down into the valley bottom to 

observe feeding Little Tern, Grey Heron and Tawny Eagle. Here we also saw tracks in the mud made by 

Wild Boar and Mongoose. On the estuary sandbars we saw Great White Egret, Eurasian Spoonbill, Lesser 

Black-backed Gull, Audouin's Gull, Sandwich Tern, Gull-billed Tern and Little Ringed Plover. 
 

Our return journey to the car took us up and over the sand dunes which were carpeted in masses of 

purple and yellow flowers and, despite the persistent drizzle, we managed to find a small covey of 

Barbary Partridges. Flying overhead we also added Wood Pigeon to the list. 
 

We returned to Arhbalou (aka Massa Village) and took the track (signposted Auberge La Dune) through the 

dunes past Sidi Rabat and onto Douera. Here rickety houses clung to the cliffs whilst others were literally 

carved into the cliff-face like miniature troglodyte caves. Birding-wise, we picked up Blue Rock Thrush, 

Sanderling, Turnstone and Curlew. 
 

We then drove a short distance before walking through euphorbia-dense vegetation with fantastic views 

overlooking Oeud Massa estuary one way and up the Massa valley in the other. Here we saw Alpine Swift, 

Skylark, Short-toed Lark, Crested Lark, Sand Martin, Barn Swallow, Southern Grey Shrike, Blackcap, 

Northern Wheatear and Black-eared Wheatear. 
 

On then to a secret location with dramatic cliffs battered by huge Atlantic waves. From the clifftops we 

observed 37 Northern Bald Ibis fly directly above us and presumably on to their evening roost. 
                                                               

We then drove back through Massa village and parked at the bottom of a track that leads up to the 

mosque. A short walk by the Massa river through fields and hedgerows allowed us to pick up Tufted Duck, 

Brown-throated Martin, Crag Martin, Black-crowned Tchagra, Willow Warbler, Laughing Dove, Turtle 

Dove, Purple Heron, Coot, Moorhen, Great Moroccan Cormorant and a small colony of Cattle Egret.  

 

We returned to the hotel in Agadir by 7.30pm, tired but excited about the birds we had seen which now 

brought the trip total to 76 species after just 2 days. Despite the drizzle, today had been a good day! 



Thursday 14th March 2013 – Souss Valley & Argana Forest (Full day) 

After breakfast we set off from Agadir at 7am for the 2 hour 15 minute journey in-land following  

the river Souss valley to the Argana woodland just beyond Oulad Berehil. Here the plains between 

the High and Anti-Atlas mountain ranges are home to forests of Argana trees which are famous for 

producing high quality oil used for cooking, massaging the body and conditioning the hair. 
 

En route we saw Black Kite and Black-shouldered Kite, as well as Moroccan Magpie, Common 

Bulbul, Collared Dove, Laughing Dove, Spotless Starling, Blackbird and House Sparrow. 
 

We spent about an hour walking around the Argana woodlands near Tafingoult but the only birds    

of note were Woodchat Shrike, Southern Grey Shrike, Blackcap, Cirl Bunting and Corn Bunting.   

On the road back to Oulad Berehil we saw a Pallid Harrier (we think) and a White Stork. 
 

We then took the road to Igoudar hoping for more raptors, but as we scanned the orange and olive 

orchards we added no new birds to the trip list. 
 

We decided to head back towards the coast so visited Tifnit for closer views of Stone Curlew and 

Little Owl and a look through the fence of the Scimitar-horned Oryx captive breeding park. 
 

Today turned out to be quite disappointing from a birding perspective with just 7 new birds to add 

to the trip list total, currently sitting at 83 species. With an earlier than anticipated finish, we took 

the opportunity to refine our trip schedule for future visits and agreed on replacing the Souss Valley 

/ Argana Forest day with a trip to the desert area of Goulamine on our next trip. 
 

We got back to the hotel about 6pm and I returned to a small but very good restaurant called ‘Best 

Food’ just a 2minute walk from the hotel. The ‘Plat du jour’ / ‘Meal of the day’ was a 3-course 

affair of Moroccan salad, tagine (meat, fish or vegetable) and chocolate pancakes for dessert – all 

for 55 Dh (£4). 



Friday 15th March 2013 – Cap Ghir, Tamri Estuary and Oeud Souss (Full day) 

We headed north at 7am on the main N1 coast road from Agadir to Aourir, and then turned right on the 

Imouzzer road intending to drive through Tifrit Valley (aka ‘Paradise Valley’). However about 8km up 

the steep, scenic gorge the road was closed (presumably because of rock fall or the road itself being 

washed away) so we had to head back down to Aourir. The only birds of note we saw were Moroccan 

Chaffinch, White-crowned Wheatear, Northern Wheatear, Collared Dove, Laughing Dove and Kestrel.   
 

From Aourir we continued up the coast through the surfing mecca that is Taghazoute, which is currently 

undergoing a huge new tourist construction programme, and on to to Cap Ghir to “seawatch”. Without a 

scope this proved difficult and all we managed to make out was a single Northern Gannet. In the scrub 

around the lighthouse we saw Black Wheatear, House Bunting, House Sparrow and Crested Lark.  
 

We then drove on towards Tamri taking a track off to the left as the road bends to the right, to walk 

through the Tamarisk-covered dunes to the beach and river estuary. At the estuary we saw, Yellow-

legged Gull, Lesser Black-backed Gull, Audouin’s Gull, Sandwich Tern, Moroccan Cormorant, Coot, Grey 

Heron, Purple Heron, Little Egret, White Wagtail, Rock Dove, a lone Osprey and a pair of Ruddy 

Shelduck. We then walked through the reed beds past some arable fields and observed Sardinian 

Warbler, Zitting Cisticola, Blackcap and Willow Warbler. We also heard Reed Warbler singing. 
 

At 10.30am we continued to Tamri village, past all the stallholders selling bananas, to Tamri cliffs in 

search of feeding Bald Ibis. According to my guide, there are now c.1200 Northern Bald Ibis left in the 

wild worldwide, most of these are in Morocco, with a small colony in Syria. Within Morocco, the 2 main 

colonies are at Massa (which we observed on Tuesday) and here at Tamri. Whilst scanning for Ibis we 

saw Plain Swift, Blue Rock Thrush, Common Kestrel and a pair of Black Kite. We then spotted 2 Ibis 

flying overhead so we watched where they landed and drove back to the estuary. The birds had landed 

some way off so we had to walk along the beach, wade through the mouth of the estuary, (as the tide 

was coming in), and up the hill towards a small building which provided excellent cover and close views 

of 36 feeding Northern Bald Ibis. I was able to walk with the birds as they probed the sand for food! 
 

Time was now getting on for 12.30pm and with our original plans to visit Imouzzer scuppered, we had a 

quick re-think and decided to go back to Oeud Souss. Here we saw an Osprey on the pylon, Black-winged 

Stilt, Redshank, Eurasian Spoonbill and Avocet in the pools. Guards at the Royal Palace prevented us 

from walking to the estuary, so we returned back along the nature trail and saw a skink having a fight 

with a snake, Olivier’s Small Lizard and several Spur-thighed Tortoise. The trip list total was now 92. 
 

Here’s hoping that the road through ‘Paradise Valley’ to Imouzzer is open again on our next trip as this 

could add Tristram’s Warbler, Rufous Bush Robin, Orphean Warbler and Moroccan Crossbill. 



Saturday 16th March 2013 – Oeud Massa 

I shared my breakfast in the hotel dining room this morning with a pair of friendly House Buntings. 

After an 8am checkout and one last look around the hotel grounds (Collared Dove, Stock Dove, 

Blackbird, Common Bulbul, Yellow-legged Gull, Barn Swallow, Common Swift and Sardinian Warbler), 

we set off back to Oeud Massa. Today had been set aside as a ‘tick-chaser’ day to cover anything 

missed during the trip so far. In particular I was after Cream-coloured Courser, Little Bittern, Glossy 

Ibis, Spectacled Warbler, Great Spotted Cuckoo and Eurasian Hoopoe.  

 

Our first stop was by the mosque in Massa village, where a walk through the fields and by the river 

revealed Little Bittern, European Bee-eater, Redstart, Reed Warbler, Sedge Warbler, Glossy Ibis, 

Eurasian Hoopoe, Common Kingfisher, Serin and Goldfinch – 9 new species in the first two hours!  

This was in addition to repeat sightings of Grey Heron, Purple Heron, Little Egret, Eurasian Spoonbill, 

Coot, Moorhen, Mallard, Marbled Duck, Tufted Duck, Moroccan Great Cormorant, Woodchat Shrike, 

Subalpine Warbler, Willow Warbler, Common Bulbul, Laughing Dove, Stonechat, Moussier’s Redstart, 

Common Kestrel, Zitting Cisticola, Moroccan Magpie, Crested Lark, Plain Swift and Barn Swallow. 

 

At 10.30am we headed off across sandy tracks towards Massa Bridge. At the bridge we saw Grey 

Wagtail, Common Sandpiper, House Martin, Sand Martin, Brown-throated Sand Martin, Barn Swallow, 

Moussier’s Redstart, Stonechat and Zitting Cisticola, as well as dozens of mating Spanish Terrapins! 

 

At 11.30am we set off on a long (2hr), hot walk through the euphorbia-scrub on a hillside overlooking 

the Massa river in search of Cream-coloured Courser. Although we didn’t find the elusive “3 C’s”, we 

were able to add Spectacled Warbler, Spotted Flycatcher and Marsh Harrier to the trip list. Amongst 

the euphorbia plants were wild lavender and wild thyme which was attracting many different species 

of butterfly. I suspect that a trip in late March/early April could prove very productive for butterflies. 

 

At 1pm we returned to the Café Soultana in Massa village for lunch, which has a very good cake shop 

next door! After lunch I dropped Mohamed off at the bus station at Inzegane, returned the hire car to 

the airport, converted my unspent dirhams back to sterling and checked in for my flight to Gatwick. 

 

I boarded the plane with my head full of many happy memories, a trip list comprising 105 species in 5 

days, and a promise to myself and Mohamed that I would be returning to Morocco … possibly as a joint-

business venture under the brand name of “Bargain Birding Club” … Insha’Allah!  



MOROCCO BIRDING TRIP LIST (12th -16th March 2013) 
Grey Heron Mallard Gull-billed Tern Meadow Pipit 

Purple Heron Marbled Duck Sandwich Tern Grey Wagtail 

Little Bittern Tufted Duck Little Tern Moroccan (White) Wagtail 

Little Egret Ruddy Shelduck Rock Dove Common Blackbird 

Cattle Egret Common Teal Stock Dove Redstart 

Great White Egret Northern Shoveler Collared Dove Moussier’s Redstart 

Greater Flamingo Woodchat Shrike Laughing Dove Blue Rock Thrush 

Eurasian Spoonbill Southern Grey Shrike Turtle Dove Spotless Starling 

White Stork Black-crowned Tchagra Wood Pigeon Common Bulbul 

Black-winged Stilt Moroccan (Maghreb) Magpie Eurasian Hoopoe European Goldfinch 

(Pied) Avocet Little Owl European Bee-eater European Greenfinch 

Redshank Pallid Harrier Common Kingfisher Common Linnet 

Greenshank Black Kite Barn Swallow Serin 

Turnstone Black-shouldered Kite Plain Swift Blackcap 

Little Ringed Plover Osprey Alpine Swift Moroccan Chaffinch 

Grey Plover Tawny Eagle Common Swift House Sparrow 

Sanderling Western Marsh Harrier Brown-throated Sand Martin Cirl Bunting 

Black-tailed Godwit Common Kestrel Sand Martin Corn Bunting 

Curlew Black-eared Wheatear Crag Martin House Bunting 

Common Sandpiper White-crowned Wheatear House Martin Spotted Flycatcher 

Glossy Ibis (Northern) Wheatear Zitting Cisticola Crested Lark 

Northern Bald Ibis Black Wheatear Subalpine Warbler Short-toed Lark 

Common Moorhen Yellow-legged Gull Sardinian Warbler Skylark 

Eurasian Coot Lesser Black-backed Gull Spectacled Warbler European Stonechat 

Northern Gannet Audouin’s Gull Sedge Warbler Barbary Partridge 

Moroccan Great Cormorant Little Gull Reed Warbler Stone Curlew 

Willow Warbler 

OTHER NOTABLE SPECIES 
Toad? Spur-thighed Tortoise Skink? Olivier’s Small Lizard 

North African Green Frog Spanish Terrapin Snake? 



Top 10 Highlights … 
1. Walking amongst 36 feeding Northern Bald Ibis at Tamri estuary 
2. Watching Black-crowned Tchagra drying out in the Massa sunshine 
3. Mixed flock of Marbled Duck, Teal, Mallard & Shoveler at Oeud Souss 
4. Observing a Cormorant catch and swallow a huge fish at Oeud Souss 
5. Close up views of Stone Curlew at Tifnit  
6. Close up views of male and female Moussier’s Redstart at Massa  
7. Colonies of Glossy Ibis and Cattle Egret at Oeud Massa  
8. Spectacular views of the cliff-side dwellings on the Atlantic coast  
9. Spectacular views of the Oeud Massa valley and estuary 
10. The friendliness and resourcefulness of the people of Morocco 

 

Next time … 
Day 1: Fly to Agadir in the morning.  
 Bird Oeud Souss in the afternoon. 
 
Day 2: Bird Oeud Massa (full day). 
 
Day 3: Bird Goulimine (full day). 
 
Day 4: Bird Cap Ghir & Tamri estuary in the morning. 
 Bird ‘Paradise Valley’ or Oeud Souss in the afternoon. 
 
Day 5:  Bird Oeud Massa in the morning. 
 Return flight to London in the afternoon. 


