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RSPB Tollie Red Kite Feeding Station at Argaty (RH)

Udale Bay, Black Isle (RH)



Thursday 8th July 2021: Flight Gatwick to Inverness, then birding the Black Isle.

With Covid-19 restrictions easing, we were excited to embark on our second Bargain Birding Club
trip of the year, and our 3rd trip to Scotland. We arrived at Gatwick at 9.30am in plenty of time
for our 12.30am flight to Inverness. The airport was busier than our trip last year but I suspect a
lot quieter than it will be from 19th July when all remaining restrictions will finally be removed.
We abided by all safety regulations wearing our face masks, socially distancing and using hand
gel, and whizzed through bag-drop, security and passport checks. Our plane was three-quarters
full and our 75 minute flight passed without incident. On arrival in Inverness we collected our
rental 9-seater minibus and were on the road and birding on the Black Isle by 3pm.

First stop was RSPB Tollie which hosts a Red Kite feeding station. The visitors centre was closed
but the viewing area was open. On arrival a Common Buzzard flew low over the feeding field and
we could hear Red Kite calling in the distance. Yellowhammer and Linnet were singing and
Chaffinch frequented the feeders. We eventually picked out a Red Kite perched on top of a
distant pine. Scott picked up two Osprey circling high overhead with a Grey Heron also in
attendance. Swallow and House Martin were hunting over the meadows. Butterfly-wise, we saw
Orange-Tip and Ringlet.

Next stop was Udale Bay. Here we spotted Hooded Crow, Eider, Red-breasted Merganser,
Oystercatcher, Curlew, Lapwing, Common Redshank, Shelduck, Mallard, Wigeon, Mute Swan,
Canada Goose, Cormorant, Meadow Pipit, Skylark, Black-headed Gull, Common Gull, Herring
Gull and Lesser Black-backed Gull. We also saw our 3rd Osprey within the hour – again distant –
but obviously hunting over Cromarty Firth. As Tim scanned the shoreline he picked up an odd-
looking goose. With everyone’s optics trained on the mysterious bird, a debate quickly ensued –
Taiga Bean Goose?, Tundra Bean Goose, Pink-footed Goose? – We finally settled on a juvenile
Pink-footed Goose.

At 6pm we left Udale Bay and headed to Channory Point, picking up Kestrel, Carrion Crow,
Rook, Jackdaw, Woodpigeon, Feral Pigeon, Common Whitethroat, Pied Wagtail, Goldfinch,
Blackbird, Starling and House Sparrow en-route. We parked up and headed across the beach to
the shoreline where c.100 other people were already gathered by the lighthouse, looking out
across the Moray Firth towards Fort George. Common Tern were feeding in the channel and we
had fly-bys of Cormorant, Oystercatcher and Herring Gull. On the same trip last year we enjoyed
amazing views of dolphins feeding just off-shore. We weren’t so lucky today with views restricted
to very distant Bottlenose Dolphins breaching on the horizon and a lone Atlantic Grey Seal.

At 7.30pm with low cloud rolling in off the hillside, we called it a day and headed for our hotel in
Inverness. On check-in we were informed that the restaurant had just closed (on account of
short-staffing) and the bar would also be closing in the next 30 minutes. Some quick-thinking and
we booked into a pizza restaurant next door.

42 species seen in 4 hours on day 1 – an impressive list which included 3 x Osprey, Red Kite,
Eider, Red-breasted Merganser, Hooded Crow, Pink-footed Goose and Bottlenose Dolphin – sadly
all too distant for credible photos. Here’s hoping for closer encounters tomorrow.
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Dolphin watch at Chanonry Point (RH)

Cormorant (TM)



Friday 9th July 2021: Wester Ross – Part 1.

We opted for an early 7am start and took breakfast on our way to Wester Ross at the Tarvie
Coffee Shop at Inchdream. Eating our ‘breakfast in a box’ on the picnic tables we spotted Hooded
Crow, Coal Tit, Robin, Siskin, Chaffinch and Great Spotted Woodpecker.

A quick leg stretch at Loch Maree gave our first Common Sandpiper of the trip, piping loudly on
the loch shore. Low cloud cover made it impossible to scan the hill tops for birds of prey. Our last
leg to Gairloch gave us good views of Stonechat, Red-breasted Merganser and Grey Wagtail.

Once at Gairloch, we boarded our pre-booked 10am Rigid Inflatable Boat (RIB) with Hebridean
Whale Cruises. After donning our wet-weather gear and life vests, we had the obligatory H&S
briefing with our skipper Steve Goodluck, and then sped off into The Minch – the stretch of
water that separates the Scottish mainland from the Hebridean islands of Skye and Harris.

It wasn’t long before we were seeing seabirds and quickly came across Black-throated Diver,
Puffin, Razorbill, Guillemot, Black Guillemot, Storm Petrel, Shag, Cormorant, Great Skua and
Great Black-backed Gull. An over curious Gannet and Fulmar flew directly towards us, landing a
few feet away from our boat affording all excellent views of these ‘masters of the sea’.

Once in deep water, all bins were locked on a distant pod of dolphins spotted by our skipper. As
we approached we could see 12 x Common Dolphins, with at least two youngsters. A few
dolphins acted as scouts and came right up to our boat, whereas the mothers and calves kept
their distance. Continuing even further out we came across a couple of smaller Harbour
Porpoise. Tracking across to the headland with Rua Reidh lighthouse we scanned for Minke
Whale and Basking Shark but drew a blank. Following the coastline back to Gairloch we had great
views of a pair of White-tailed Eagle perched on the cliff-face, capping off a fabulous boat trip.

Back on dry land we took the narrow coastal road to Rua Reidh lighthouse with spectacular views
across The Minch to Skye. A brief walk around the lighthouse gave us Rock Pipit, Rock Dove,
Raven and Wheatear, plus Heath Spotted Orchid and Marbled White butterfly. We retraced our
route back to Gairloch, stopping to take in amazing views of 6 x ‘Bonxie’ (Great Skua) in the air at
the same time, engaging in courtship flight displays.

At 3pm we left Gairloch and headed to Applecross, stopping en-route to lock on to a distant
Golden Eagle at Loch Maree. The drive to Applecross is simply stunning, high mountain passes,
small lochans and huge sea lochs, emerging at the idyllic Applecross Bay with its spectacular
views to the isles of Raasay and Rona. In the sheltered bay were family groups of Eider, Red-
breasted Merganser and Greylag Geese. Flitting in the trees on the shoreline we saw Siskin,
Linnet, Tree Pipit, Bullfinch, Chaffinch and Whinchat. After checking into our accommodation at
Hartfield House, we drove back around the bay for our al-fresco dinner at Applecross Inn. It was
still light at 11pm as we drew a close to a simply fabulous day.

After 2 days, our trip list had jumped to 70 birds.
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Getting ready for our boat trip on The Minch (JT) 
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Common Dolphin with baby on The Minch (RH)

Harbour Porpoise on The Minch (RH)
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Black-throated diver (RH)

Gannet (RH)
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Atlantic Puffin (TM)

Bridled Guillemot (RH)
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Fulmar (RH)
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White-tailed Eagle (TM)

White-tailed Eagle (RH)
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Shag (RH)

Eider (RH)



Saturday 10th July 2021: Wester Ross – Part 2.

The day started with a 6am pre-breakfast leg-stretch around the shore of Applecross Bay. In the
wooded area we added Blue Tit, Great Tit, Long-tailed Tit and Greenfinch to our trip list and Tim
also picked up a Spotted Flycatcher. Two seal pups were resting on the beach and House Martins
buzzed around our heads.

We opted for breakfast at the Walled Garden café where a Blackcap was in full voice and the café
owners had taken in an orphaned Pine Marten which was very active in its temporary pen.

At 10am we headed back into the mountains to the Pass-of-the Cattle viewpoint. We walked
towards the telecommunications mast scanning for Ptarmigan but drew a blank and had to settle
for views of Red Deer and Mountain Hare. We drove on towards Shieldaig and had a Red Deer
doe and fawn cross the road in front of us, pose briefly for photos, then continue on their way.

At Shieldaig itself, we scanned Shieldaig Island searching for White-tailed Eagle. A friendly local
approached us and suggested we would increase our chances if we focused on the right-hand
side of the island – they were right – and we soon picked up a single White-tailed Eagle perched
on a tree (our 3rd Sea Eagle in 2 days)! A pair of Raven cronked overhead, and a small group of
Siskin perched on a wire.

We pushed on to the deer centre at Torridon were a small herd in the enclosure enjoyed the
sunshine. A short walk to the hide gave us views of Chiffchaff, Great Spotted Woodpecker, Pied
Wagtail, Common Whitethroat and Song Thrush.

On the road back to Inverness we stopped at Loch Gowan – what a great decision this turned out
to be! We had close views of Red-throated Diver plus distant views of Black-throated Diver. On
any other day this alone would have been a mega twitch, but today it was superseded by
stunning, sustained views of a pair of Golden Eagle defend their territory from a trespassing 3rd

Golden Eagle soaring high over the mountain ridge. We ending up spending 2 hours in the layby
at Loch Gowan in the end, hopping in and out of the minibus to take cover from some heavy
showers, also enjoying views of Silver-studded Blue butterfly on the grassy loch shore, and a
heard of Red Deer stags on the ridge, heads and antlers silhouetted against the skyline.

Last stop of the day was a return visit to Chanonry Point for another chance to see Bottlenose
Dolphins which were a little closer to land than our previous visit. Talk over dinner tonight at a
local Indian restaurant opposite our hotel in Inverness high street, was dominated by the divers
and eagles at Loch Gowan - and I think I was forgiven for dipping on the Ptarmigan.

After 3 days our bird trip list had grown to 79 species, with (almost) all target birds seen well.

As an aside, one of my camera memory cards developed a fault and on performing a ‘scan to
repair’ it wiped most of the days photos. Luckily I had a back up card for the rest of the trip.
Special thanks to Tracey for plugging the gaps with her amazing photos (TM) of Red-throated
Diver, Red Deer, Common Seal pups and Silver-studded Blue butterfly for todays trip report.
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Stonechat (TM)

Heath Spotted
Orchid (RH)

Whinchat (RH)

Great Skua (RH) Wheatear (RH)

Rua Reidh Lighthouse (RH)
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Pied Wagtail (TM)

Common Seal pups (TM)
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Red-throated Diver (TM)

Red Deer doe with fawn (RH)
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Silver-studded Blue (TM)

Red Deer doe with fawn (TM)



Sunday 11th July 2021: Moray Coast.

We left the hotel at 7am and drove to Findhorn Bay. In the car park a Hooded Crow was teaching
its chick to hunt for grubs. A short walk through the dunes brought us to the estuary where we
had good views of 6 x fishing Osprey, plus Oystercatcher, Curlew, Grey Heron, Sandwich Tern,
Great Black-backed Gull, Black-headed Gull, Mute Swan, Swift, House Martin, Linnet and Magpie.

After a breakfast stop we continued on to Burghead for a brief sea-watch which gave us distant
Guillemot plus Rock Pipit. A local dog-walker approached us and said we were looking in the
wrong place for the 7 x Snow Buntings seen on the beach next to Cable Cottage yesterday.
Grateful of the tip-off, that’s where we headed next. But after much searching we drew a blank.

Tim suggested we take a quick detour to check out Roseisle Forest in search of Crested Tit.
Scanning the pine tree tops we soon picked up Goldcrest, Coal Tit and Chaffinch, then we caught
sight of two birds fly in and then start to call, confirming their ID as Crested Tit.

Next stop was Lossiemouth. En-route we added Red-legged Partridge, Pheasant, Sedge Warbler
and Corn Bunting to our trip list, and also had multiple sightings of Yellowhammer and Goldfinch.
We ate lunch at Lossiemouth Harbour, taking in the view and admiring the wild flower beds.
Suitably refreshed we continued on to Spey Bay with brief stops at Calcot’s Bridge for Grey
Wagtail and Bogmoor Road for Tree Sparrow, Dunnock, Wren, Treecreeper and Collared Dove.

We arrived at Spey Bay around 3pm. Within 10 minutes we were watching a distant pod of
Bottlenose Dolphin hunting out at sea, an Osprey fishing in the estuary, and c.100 Red-breasted
Merganser floating just off-shore. Other birds seen included Common Tern, Sandwich Tern and
Oystercatcher. Tracey and Scott went for a wander behind the ice house and were rewarded with
excellent views of a male Bullfinch. Tim and James opted for a sea-watch and picked up Dunlin,
Sanderling, Bar-tailed Godwit and Gannet. We re-grouped and went for a short walk from the
estuary along the river bank and soon picked up Goosander, Little Ringed Plover, Ringed Plover,
Common Sandpiper, Arctic Tern, Common Gull and Gannet. James also heard the distinctive call
and saw the tell-tale blue flash of a Kingfisher.

At 5pm we left Spey Bay and continued along the coast, calling in at Portgordon to see Common
Seal and Eider on the beach, and Buckie were two very playful seals were fishing in the harbour.

After 4 days, our bird trip list had grown to 101 species.

Our hotel for the night was in Portsoy. Dinner at 7pm then we decanted to the bar to watch the
Euro Football Final between England and Italy. England took an early lead but Italy drew level.
After extra-time it was still stalemate so it went to penalties … and you probably know the rest!
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Tree Sparrow (RH)

Hooded Crow with chick (RH)
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Osprey (TM)

Goosander (TM)
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Yellowhammer (RH)

Linnet (TM)

Meadow Pipit (TM)
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Sedge Warbler (TM)

Siskin (TM)
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Bullfinch (TM)

Bullfinch (TM)
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Wild Flower beds (RH)

Corn Marigold (RH) Corn Flower (RH)
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Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary (TM)

Common Blue (TM)
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Painted Lady (TM)

Small Tortoiseshell (RH) Dark Green Fritillary (TM)
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Common Seal (RH)

Common Seal (RH)



Monday 12th July 2021: Troup Head seabird colony.

After breakfast we paid a quick visit to Banff harbour and saw Shag, Rock Pipit and Herring Gull,
but couldn’t locate any Turnstone. We arrived at Troup Head around 9.30am and were
welcomed by Raven, Magpie and Jackdaw in the car park. We took a steady, circular, anti-
clockwise, 3-hour clifftop ramble around the headland. Yellowhammer, Sedge Warbler, Common
Whitethroat, Skylark and Meadow Pipit all called from the footpath margins. As the sun came
out so too did the butterflies and day-flying moths. We saw Wall Brown, Small Tortoiseshell,
Ringlet, Dark Green Fritillary, Small Skipper, Common Footman moth and 6-spot Burnet moth.

The first high rise cliff was covered with thousands of nesting Kittiwake, Razorbill and Guillemot.
Gannets were fishing offshore, plunge-diving into a shoal of fish. As we continued around the
clifftop path we saw Fulmar and Gannet with chicks, plus Puffin, Razorbill, Guillemot, Great Skua,
Herring Gull and Great Black-backed Gull. Tim’s powerful scope also picked out a Bridled
Guillemot amongst the throng, and then a mega bonus out at sea in the form of a Minke Whale
– and on my heavenly mum’s birthday too, I’m sure she was looking down on us today.

We were back at the car park around 12.30pm and with tummies rumbling we headed to nearby
Pennan for coffee and cake at Shona’s Café on the harbour. A family group of Rock Pipit
scavenged for food amongst the seaweed, and a pair of Grey Wagtail flew under the bridge and
disappeared up the small stream. Razorbill and Gannet floated in small groups on the sea.

At 2pm we left the coast and headed down the A95 ‘Malt Whiskey Trail’ to Grantown-on-Spey –
our base for the next 3 days. We paid our first of many visits to Old Spey Bridge and were
rewarded with excellent views of adult and juvenile Dipper, plus Common Sandpiper and Grey
Wagtail. The water level in the river was high, leaving very few rocks exposed, so at one point we
had all 3 species of bird competing for space on the same rock! Overhead James spotted
Sparrowhawk and Common Buzzard, and in the trees Nigel picked up a pair of Spotted
Flycatcher. By Grantown East Station we scanned the feeders in the garden on Riverholme
cottage and picked out Great Spotted Woodpecker, Siskin, Greenfinch, Chaffinch, Coal Tit, Blue
Tit and Great Tit. In the wet meadow we stopped to photograph the small colony of Northern
Brown Argus butterfly.

At 5pm we moved on to Nethy Bridge. No sign of a Dipper so we opted for a short walk past the
tennis courts and playing field into Abernethy National Nature Reserve. The circular walk didn’t
produce any birds so we side-tracked to scan the gardens of the holiday-let cottages where we
did see Red Squirrel and Siskin. On the feeders at Dell Wood we also saw 3 x Jay.

We checked in to the Garden Park Guest House for 3 nights, which is run by a wonderful young
Swiss couple, then opted for pie & chips at nearby Craig Bar to end another fabulous day.

After 5 days our bird trip list had now grown to 106 species.
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Common Footman (RH)

Foxglove (RH)

6-spot Burnet (RH)

Fox & Cubs (RH)

Yellow Shell (RH)
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Scott & Tim (RH)

Tracey (RH)
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Troup Head (RH)

Troup Head (RH)
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Guillemot (RH)

Bridled Guillemot (TM)



Summer Birding in Scotland (July 2021)

Guillemot colony (RH)

Kittiwake (RH) Gannet (RH)
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Gannet (RH)
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Gannet (RH)
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Gannet (RH)

Gannet (RH)
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Gannet (RH)

Gannet (RH)

Gannet (RH)
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Gannet (RH)

Gannet (RH)
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Gannet (RH)

Gannet (RH)
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Gannet (RH)

Gannet (RH)
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Fulmar (RH)

Minke Whale (RH)



Tuesday 13th July 2021: Lochs & Moors Part 1.

After a hearty cooked breakfast we were on the road again by 9am. Taking the track across Dava
Moor we passed through the large Common Gull colony which, judging by the number of chicks,
appeared to have had a particular good breeding season. On the shoreline of Lochindorb we saw
Common Sandpiper, Oystercatcher, Pied Wagtail and Greylag Goose. A Red Squirrel ran across
the road by the pine plantation and James and Tracey also had fleeting glimpses of a Crested Tit.
Tim picked up a distant Common Buzzard perched on a rock silhouetted against the skyline.
Nigel’s attention was drawn to a group of bird watchers further down the road, and scanning in
the same direction he picked up a distant Short-eared Owl.

We made our way to the quieter southern end of the loch and spotted 3 distant Black-throated
Diver and a pair of Mute Swan. Catching up with the other bird watchers, who were out on a day
trip with Speyside Wildlife, we exchanged notes and shared good views of an Osprey. We
continued to the far end of the loch and spotted a covey of Red Grouse, which included a few
males sporting their brilliant red eye-brows. Lochindorb is one of my favourite birding spots in
Scotland so I always make a point of doing 3 sweeps of the lochside road as there is always
something to see. Today was no different. On our 2nd sweep we picked up Reed Bunting and
Lesser Redpoll, and on our 3rd sweep we witnessed a Black-throated Diver and chick venture
close to shore, affording Tracey some fantastic photo opportunities. Whilst watching the diver
we flushed a male Red Grouse which had been hiding just a few feet from us in the heather.

At 12.30am we left Lochindorb and headed to Carrbridge for a lunch and loo stop and the
obligatory photo of the packhorse bridge over the River Dulnain, the oldest stone bridge in The
Highlands dating back to 1717. Next stop was Avielochan where we had great views of Slavonian
Grebe in front of the hide. On the lochan we also saw Goldeneye, Moorhen and Little Grebe,
and a Willow Warbler called from the lochside trees. James and Tim picked up a possible
Goshawk, but analysis of a blown up blurred image saw us deciding on Sparrowhawk in the end.

At 3pm we moved on to Craigellachie Woods next to the Youth Hostel at Aviemore. On previous
trips this spot has produced Pied Flycatcher and Wood Warbler, but today the woods were quiet
and the nest boxes empty. Here’s hoping they bred successfully and fledged early. As a small
consolation, James did pick up a Spotted Flycatcher, and there was an abundance of small black
Chimney Sweeper moths.

At 4pm we moved on again, this time heading for the RSPB centre at Loch Garten. Osprey
haven’t nested here for the last 3 years, but it was still nice to see a Red Squirrel on the feeder,
plus close up views of Siskin, Coal Tit, Treecreeper and Chaffinch.

One hour later we drove round to nearby Loch Mallachie for a walk through the woods, part of
the vast Abernethy Forest. Here we had fleeting glimpses of Crested Tit and Coal Tit. A final end
of day return visit Old Spey Bridge at Grantown gave repeated views of Dipper, Grey Wagtail,
Common Sandpiper and Spotted Flycatcher – but sadly still no Otter.

After 6 days, our birding trip list has grown to 115 species. Dinner tonight was at the Garth Hotel.
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Common Gull (TM)

Lesser Redpoll (RH)
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Red Grouse (TM)

Red Squirrel (TM)

Northern Marsh Orchid (RH)
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Lochindorb (RH)

Black-throated Diver (TM)
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Carrbridge (RH)

Slavonian Grebe (TM)
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Greylag Geese at Avielochan (RH)

Northern Brown Argus (RH)
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Chimney Sweeper (RH)

James (RH)
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Dipper (TM)

Dipper (TM)



Wednesday 14th July 2021: Lochs & Moors Part 2.

Day 7 started with breakfast at 8am again and we were on the road by 9am, this time heading for
Nethy Bridge for a 2-part walk. Part 1 was a short stroll from the bridge through Cuvardie and
Duackside to Dell Wood. In the gardens of the holiday-let cottages we saw Spotted Flycatcher
and Siskin, and had a fly-by Hobby pass through at high speed. On the feeders at Dell Wood we
saw Great Tit and Great Spotted Woodpecker. Part 2 of our walk was the Nethy Bridge riverside
trail in search of Dipper, sadly we drew a blank on our target bird, but did see Long-tailed Tit,
Coal Tit, Greenfinch, Siskin, House Martin, Common Swift and Barn Swallow.

We picked up lunch supplies at the Spar shop at Nethy Bridge then set off for Tulloch Moor. At
the first pull in we parked up and went on a short walk through the heather to a high point
affording us a 360o panoramic view of Abernethy Forest. On the sunny slopes we located Small
Heath, Silver-studded Blue and Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary butterflies. A pair of Tree Pipits
were busy catching moths and taking them back to their nest. Other birds seen were Raven and
Mistle Thrush, and Scott and Tim both independently heard a distant Tawny Owl call. At the
second pull in point we watched a family group of Whinchat plus Stonechat and Tree Pipit. We
continued down the narrow track until our progress was halted by a flood. We took to foot over
the boardwalk to locate Bog Asphodel and Round-leaved Sundew indicator plants, and we had
good views of Dark Green Fritillary butterfly. We made an exit when the midges started to bite.

At 12noon we set the satnav for Glencharnoch & Ellan Wood, near Carrbridge. We stretched our
legs for an hour and completed the yellow trail. Birds were thin on the ground with only Coal Tit,
Great Tit, Chaffinch and Treecreeper noted. Photo opportunities were limited to a couple of
unidentified moths plus artistic Barn Owl and Wolf Head wood carvings.

We arrived back at the minibus around 3pm and set off for Loch Insh near Kincraig. From the
loch shore viewing point we quickly located the Osprey nest which contained 1 x panting adult
and 3 x well-developed chicks. It wasn’t long before the 2nd adult flew in with a fishy meal. Also
present at Loch Insh were Goldeneye, Mallard and Oystercatchers.

We were running short on time so opted not to visit Glen Feshie in search of Mountain Ringlet.
Instead we headed for Loch Laggan, a first for Bargain Birding Club, and what a great decision
that proved to be! Whilst driving along the General Wade Military Road we had excellent views
of a camera-shy male Whinchat, plus lots of Brown Hares in the fields. At Spey Dam 4 x Raven
flew overhead plus a possible (distant) Golden Eagle. On the loch itself we picked up our second
Red-throated Diver of the trip. At Garva Bridge we spotted 3 surprise Whooper Swan, and a
mixed herd of Fallow Deer and Red Deer. As we approached, 2 Red Deer stags reared up and
engaged in a brief tete-a-tete before thinking better of a full on battle. On the roadside fence, a
colony of juvenile Sand Martin afforded all excellent views, along with a single Lesser Redpoll.

At 6.30pm we had to call a halt, and embark on the 1 hour drive back to Nethy Bridge for our
pre-booked dinner at 8pm. Post-dinner, we squeezed in another return visit to Old Spey Bridge –
still no Otter but good to see the Dipper and Spotted Flycatcher were still active until 10pm.

After 7 days, our birding trip list had tickled up to 120 species.
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Tim at Tulloch moor (RH)

Bog Asphodel (RH)

Round-leaved Sundew (RH)
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Barn Owl carving (RH) Wolf carving (RH)

Nesting Osprey at Loch Insh (RH)
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Red Deer stags at Loch Laggan (RH)

Red Deer stags at Loch Laggan (RH)
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Sand Martin (TM)

Whooper Swan (TM)



Thursday 15th July 2021: Findhorn Valley and Loch Ruthven.

Our final day of this trip. We checked out of our guest house by 8.45am and were on the road
heading for Findhorn Valley, arriving just before 9.30am at the Farr Road bridge junction. On the
stoney river bed we spotted Grey Wagtail, Mallard, Common Sandpiper and Common Tern. In
the small stand of larches we picked out Great Spotted Woodpecker, Treecreeper, Great Tit and
Coal Tit. On the opposite hillside we saw our first Whimbrel of the trip, plus Oystercatcher,
Lapwing, Curlew, and a lone Red Kite floated over the ridge top. We continued down Findhorn
Valley as far as the private estate, adding Pheasant, Buzzard and House Martin to our day list.

The clover-rich meadow by the wooden bridge was alive with Chimney Sweeper moths, Ringlet,
Common Blue and Dark Green Fritillary butterflies, plus good numbers of Mountain Pansy and
Ragged Robin plants. Sadly there was no sign of Ring Ouzel on the steep scree slopes, nor any
Golden Eagles soaring high over the ridge.

At 11am we left Findhorn Valley and took the narrow track over the moors towards Farr, picking
up Merlin and Mistle Thrush on the way. We then continued on to Loch Ruthven. The RSPB hide
had recently re-opened and was occupied by volunteer warden David Line who had his scope set
up on a Slavonian Grebe nest. David informed us that there were 5 nesting pairs of Slavonian
Grebe on the loch, we were lucky enough to see 3 pairs (6 birds), and we witnessed a nest
changeover which revealed 4 healthy eggs. Other birds noted at Loch Ruthven were Goldeneye,
Little Grebe and a female Red-breasted Merganser with 7 young ducklings in tow.

From Loch Ruthven we continued across the moors through Tullich, Achnabat and Dores, passing
Loch Duntelchaig, Loch Ashie and Loch Ness back to Inverness and our minibus drop off point.

We arrived at Inverness airport at 3pm, in plenty of time for our 5.25pm flight back to Gatwick.

After 8 days, our trip total had reached 122 birds, 20 butterflies & moths and 15 mammals.
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Findhorn Valley (RH)

Mountain Pansy (RH) Harebell (RH)

Hoverfly sp. (RH)



TOP TRIP HIGHLIGHTS:

For the third year running we’d been really lucky with the weather, returning from Scotland with a
tan when most expect you to come back rusty with the rain!

As always, the wildlife and the scenery were spectacular, the company epic, and it was impossible
to choose one outstanding trip highlight. I’d happily give the honours to any of the following:

1. Distant Minke Whale off Troup Head.
2. Common Dolphin surrounding our rib on The Minch.
3. 3 x Golden Eagles plus Red-throated Diver and Black-throated Diver at Loch Gowan.
4. Pair of White-tailed Eagles on the cliffs near Gairloch.
5. Osprey fishing at Spey Bay and nesting at Loch Insh.
6. Breeding Slavonian Grebe at Loch Ruthven and Avielochan.
7. Friendly seals fishing in Portgordon harbour.
8. Seabird colony at Troup Head – Gannet, Puffin, Razorbill, Fulmar, Kittiwake, Great Skua & Shag.
9. Northern Brown Argus, Silver-studded Blue and Small Pearl Bordered Fritillary butterflies.
10. Dipper, Grey Wagtail, Common Sandpiper and Spotted Flycatcher at Old Spey Bridge.
11. Red Grouse, Short-eared Owl and Black-throated Diver with chick at Lochindorb.
12. Spectacular scenery at Applecross Bay, Findhorn Valley and Loch Laggan.
13. Sparring Red Deer stags plus Sand Martins and Whooper Swans at Loch Laggan.
14. Tree Sparrow colony at Bogmoor Road, Lossiemouth.
15. Bullfinch at Spey Bay.
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George Gay

Sorrel Lyall

GUEST FEEDBACK:

“Thanks Richard for such a great week. We couldn’t have asked for more. Superb birds, 
fabulous scenery and great company. Just perfect ☺☺”. (Tracey & Scott Mantle).

“Thanks again for an enjoyable and memorable trip – particularly the boat trip, the eagles and 
Troup Head. Hope to see you again soon”. (Tim Rea).

“Hi Rich. Thank you so much for such a great holiday, really enjoyed it! I’ve enclosed a few 
photos of us ‘gang’ on the boat at Gairloch”. (James Taylor).

All photographs were taken on this trip by Rich Hanman (RH), Tracey Mantle (TM),                       
Tim Rea (TR) or James Taylor (JT) and can be viewed on Flickr by clicking the following link:

Bargain Birding Club Birdwatching | Flickr

https://www.flickr.com/photos/bargain_birding_club/


SCOTTISH TRIP LIST – 122 BIRDS (8th – 15th July 2021)

Mute Swan Kittiwake Dipper Spotted Flycatcher

Whooper Swan Cormorant Kingfisher Treecreeper

Greylag Goose Shag Common Swift Great Spotted Woodpecker

Canada Goose Grey Heron Barn Swallow Bullfinch

Pink-footed Goose Little Grebe House Martin Chaffinch

Shelduck Slavonian Grebe Sand Martin Goldfinch

Mallard Moorhen Magpie Greenfinch

Goldeneye Lapwing Carrion Crow Siskin

Wigeon Oystercatcher Hooded Crow Linnet

Eider Curlew Rook Lesser Redpoll

Goosander Whimbrel Raven Yellowhammer

Red-breasted Merganser Dunlin Jackdaw Skylark

Red-throated Diver Sanderling Jay Meadow Pipit

Black-throated Diver Common Sandpiper Red-legged Partridge Tree Pipit

Arctic Tern Ringed Plover Pheasant Rock Pipit

Common Tern Little Ringed Plover Red Grouse House Sparrow

Sandwich Tern Redshank Goldcrest Tree Sparrow

Fulmar Bar-tailed Godwit Blue Tit Dunnock

Gannet White-tailed Eagle Great Tit Pied Wagtail

Puffin Golden Eagle Coal Tit Grey Wagtail

Razorbill Short-eared Owl Crested Tit Wren

Guillemot Tawny Owl (H) Long-tailed Tit Starling

Bridled Guillemot Red Kite Willow Warbler Blackbird

Black Guillemot Osprey Chiffchaff Song Thrush

Great Skua Common Buzzard Blackcap Mistle Thrush

Storm Petrel Kestrel Common Whitethroat Robin

Black-headed Gull Sparrowhawk Sedge Warbler Stonechat

Common Gull Hobby Feral Pigeon Whinchat

Herring Gull Merlin Woodpigeon Wheatear

Lesser Black-backed Gull Rock Dove Corn Bunting

Great Black-backed Gull Collared Dove Reed Bunting

Summer Birding in Scotland (July 2021)



Summer Birding in Scotland (July 2021)

BUTTERFLIES & DAY-FLYING MOTHS
Common Blue Silver-studded Blue Northern Brown Argus Marbled White

Ringlet Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary Dark Green Fritillary Orange-Tip

Small Tortoiseshell Painted Lady Meadow Brown Small Heath

Chimney Sweeper Moth Common Footman Moth 6-spot Burnet Moth Yellow Shell Moth

Orange Under-wing Moth Common Grass Moth Moth sp. 1 Moth sp. 2

MAMMALS
Minke Whale Bottlenose Dolphin Common Dolphin Harbour Porpoise

Grey Seal Harbour Seal Pine Marten Red Squirrel

Red Deer Roe Deer Fallow Deer

Brown Hare Mountain Hare Rabbit Vole sp.

NOTABLE PLANTS IN FLOWER
Heath Spotted Orchid Northern Marsh Orchid Cross-leaved Heather Foxglove

Cornflower Corn Marigold Harebell Mountain Pansy

Tufted Vetch Small Cow-wheat Round-leaved Sundew Bog Asphodel

Wild Thyme Rosebay Willow-herb Ox-eye Daisy Fox & Cubs

Ragged Robin Eye-bright Spear Thistle Knapweed

This trip report remains the property of ‘Bargain Birding Club’                                                              
and cannot be published or reproduced without prior permission. 
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