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Friday 23rd October 2020: WWT Welney Wetlands Centre, Norfolk 

With all the necessary Covid-19 safety precautions in place it was both a relief and a joy to finally
hit the road again with 5 customers as we set off from Sittingbourne in Kent to the WWT Welney
Wetland Centre in Norfolk.

Part of the Great Ouse seasonal flood lands, Welney is a magnet for waders, herons and wildfowl
in the winter. As we arrived in the car park flocks of Whooper Swans passed overhead - it was
going to be a great day!

From the raised deck at the Visitors Centre we had excellent views of Tree Sparrows on the
feeders, Fieldfare and Redwing in the trees, and a Kingfisher darted fast and low beneath us
flashing its electric blue back. A distant Great White Egret was spotted patrolling a reedy ditch.
Then a Sparrowhawk appeared from nowhere and scattered the sparrows as it swooped and
banked at high speed.

We crossed the bridge to the Main Observatory and from the heated comfort of the hide we
scanned the Main Lagoon quickly picking up Mallard, Teal, Pintail, Wigeon, Tufted Duck, Pochard,
Shoveler, Greylag Geese, Canada Geese, Mute Swans and Whooper Swans. 4 Cattle Egrets flew
by in formation but didn't land. A Marsh Harrier hawked low next to a Grey Heron, undaunted by
the presence of the raptor.

With the footpath to the reedbed hide closed due to flooding, we headed in the opposite
direction stopping in turn at the Nelson-Lyle Hide, Lyle Hide and Friend's Hide. Huge numbers of
Black-tailed Godwits and Lapwings swirled in the sky looking for a dry spot to land. Once settled
we were able to scan the throng and picked out Spotted Redshank, Redshank, Snipe, Ruff and
Dunlin. Small flocks of Golden Plover and Lesser Redpoll passed overhead without stopping.

The highlight of our visit though was undoubtedly an unusual wader feeding in front of the Lyle
Hide. Even with good views we still had a long debate as to it's ID .... Out came the Collin's and
we narrowed it down to Wood Sandpiper or Lesser Yellowlegs. Checking eye-stripe patterns, leg
colour and body length we leaned towards Lesser Yellowlegs. A local birder had heard the news
and was soon on scene and quickly confirmed our ID - Result! A "lifer" for some in the group and
definitely a lot better views that the example i'd seen earlier at Oare Marshes back in July.

As we headed back to the visitors centre for a late lunch, a very confiding juvenile Kestrel
perched on a cross beam underneath the Main Observatory.

After lunch we returned to the Main Observatory to marvel once more at the sheer number of
birds on the reserve and we added Aylesbury Duck (farmyard duck of Mallard origin) to our day
list which finally finished on 60 birds seen + 2 heard (Cetti's Warbler and Water Rail).

Sadly, with the staff still not all back from furlough yet there was no swan feed today. The reserve
closed at 4pm so this was our cue to board our minibus and head to our hotel in East Dereham.
Lots of happy smiley faces over dinner was testimony to a good first day!
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Whooper Swans
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Kestrel
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Lesser Yellowlegs

Teal & Lesser Yellowlegs
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Lesser Yellowlegs
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Black-tailed Godwits
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Black-tailed Godwits & Lapwings
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Pochard (female)

Canada Goose

Greylag Goose



Saturday 24th October 2020: Holme Dunes, Titchwell Marsh & Choseley Barns

After a hearty breakfast we set off at 8.30am for Holme Dunes NR. En-route we saw 4 x Red Kites
and 2 x Common Buzzard circling above a ploughed field opposite the Tatt Valley Holiday
Cottages, which also had a jet aeroplane parked in the middle of it! A little further on we came
across a sugar beet field with a resting flock of 108 Pink-footed Geese.

We arrived at Holme Dunes at 10am just as the gate was opened and made our way to the Bird
Observatory. Scanning the pools and grassy banks gave us a welcome boost in the form of a
distant Bar-headed Goose and a Bean Goose in amongst the hundreds of Brent Geese, Wigeon,
Pochard, Gadwall and Mallard. Little Grebe, Curlew and Shelduck kept our trip list ticking over.

The origin of the 2 x ‘special’ geese remains unknown but they did give me 2 x UK Year ticks
(#215 and #216) for my personal tally!

We scanned the shrubs by the Heligoland Trap (as a Dusky Warbler had been reported there
yesterday) but drew a blank, although Nigel did catch the briefest of glimpses of a brown warbler.
The wind had really picked up and was blowing a hoolie - so much so that when we arrived at
the Observatory itself, Sophie informed us there was no bird ringing or moth trapping today.

So Plan B was a short walk along Peddar's Way through the pine trees back to the car park,
picking up Goldcrest on the way. We exchanged pleasantries with a fellow birder and were given
directions to a site just up the road where a Red-flanked Bluetail had been reported earlier that
morning. So that's where we headed next.

We parked at the Holme Dunes Golf Club car park and made our way along the track to Hole #8
where a small group of birders had already gathered. With no positive sightings we decided to
join the twitch for 30 minutes as we were on a tight schedule. Sadly the only birds that showed
were Redwing, Robin and Woodpigeon, so at 12 noon we headed to Titchwell Marsh for lunch.

Just after 1pm we set off along the West Bank towards the sea and added Great Spotted
Woodpecker, Bearded Tit, Long-tailed Tit, Meadow Pipit, Avocet, Grey Plover, Oystercatcher,
Turnstone, Bar-tailed Godwit, Lesser Black-backed Gull and Common Gull to our trip list.

From the beach we scanned the sea and picked up Gannet, Red-breasted Merganser, Red-
throated Diver, Common Scoter, Goldeneye, Great Crested Grebe and Sanderling. Retracing our
route back to the visitors centre gave us good views of Bar-tailed Godwit, Marsh Harrier and
Little Egret. A short walk along the boardwalk to Fen Hide proved fruitless so at 4pm we left
Titchwell and drove to Manor Farm (aka: Choseley Drying Barns) in search of farmland birds.

In a field full of Lapwing and Golden Plover we scanned in vein for a lone Dotterel but did spot a
long-legged, black-eared Brown Hare. Driving the country lanes back to our hotel we flushed
numerous Pheasants and Red-legged Partridges. Despite the high winds, we did add 30 birds to
our trip list which had now reached 92 species after 2 days - we were happy with that!
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Holme Dunes
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Bar-tailed Godwit

Titchwell Marsh
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Brent Geese
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Teal
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Sanderling

Little Egret

Curlew
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Little Egret



Sunday 25th October 2020: Holkham, Wells, Blakeney Point and Cley Marsh

After another hearty breakfast we set off at 8.30am for Holkham and parked on Lady Anne’s
Drive. In the meadows either side of the drive we saw numerous Pink-footed Geese, Greylag
Geese and Egyptian Geese feeding alongside hundreds of Wigeon, Teal, Pochard and Mallard. A
quartering Marsh Harrier panicked them all into the air, each species separating itself out into
distinctive, swirling flocks before settling again en-masse when the danger had passed.

A walk along the boardwalk through the pines to the beach gave us our first views of Jay on this
trip. Holkham was very busy with dogs taking their owners for a walk and horse riders hacking
through the woods to the beach, so after a quick scan of the sea (which only pulled in
Cormorant) we headed back to the car park which was now rammed with day visitors. A Grey
Wagtail and Stonechat posed nicely besides our minibus before we saddled up and left 2 cars to
argue who got our parking spot first.

We crossed the road for a quick drive around Holkham estate to see the Fallow Deer then
continued on to Wells North Point where only 1 other car was in the car park. North Point has 2 x
seasonally flooded meadows which today were full of Greylag Geese, Egyptian Geese and
Wigeon. A pair of Yellowhammer perched in a hawthorn bush halfway down the track. In the
large hedgerow beyond the sluice gate we picked up Fieldfare, Redwing and Blackbird. Skein
after skein of Greylag and Brent Geese passed overhead, some settling in the meadow, most
continuing on towards Holkham.

At 11.30am we set off for Morston Quay ready to board our pre-booked 12.30pm Bean’s Boat
Trip to see the seals at Blakeney Point. As the boat left the quay and chugged across the harbour
we saw a lone Guillemot in winter plumage, a handful of Redshanks and Little Egrets, and small
flocks of Brent Geese and Great Black-backed Gulls. The boat captain pointed out the old oar-
powered lifeboat and the lifeboat station, recalling tales of daring rescues and local heroes.

The seals were on the West Sands, mainly Atlantic Grey Seals with the odd smaller Common
Seal. Most were resting on the beach, others bobbed in the sea with just their heads showing, as
curious to see us and we were to see them. We spotted a 1-day old Atlantic Grey Seal pup, all
white and fluffy, snuggled tight up to mum to keep warm.

The boat trip was only an hour long so at 1.30pm we were back on dryland and heading for Cley
for lunch at the visitors centre. After lunch we drove to the small car park at East Bank and
walked along the embankment to the hide. The sightings board had reported Peregrine and
Scaup and we managed to locate both species registering as #99 and #100 on our trip list, albeit
they were both very distant. Other than that, Cley was surprisingly very quiet today.

At 3.45pm we moved on to Burnham Overy Staithe for a sunset walk along the coastal path from
the harbour to the bend in the channel. Here birds of note seen were Pink-footed Geese,
Wigeon, Curlew, Grey Plover, Little Egret and Dunnock (#101). As we retraced our steps back to
the car we picked up Roe Deer, Muntjac Deer and Brown Hares feeding in the meadow. We were
back at our hotel for 5.30pm, tired but happy at the end of another great day in the field.
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Seals at Blakeney
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Seals at Blakeney



Autumn Birding in Norfolk (October 2020)

Great Black-backed Gulls

Brent Geese

Boat trip to Blakeney Point
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Old Blakeney lifeboat & station
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Fallow Deer at Holkham

Muntjac Deer

Fallow Deer at Holkham
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Grey Wagtail

Pied Wagtail
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Greylag Geese
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Grey Plover

Stonechat

Yellowhammer
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Marsh Harrier

Moonlit Geese

Egyptian Goose



Monday 26th October 2020: Sculthorpe Moor, Weeting Heath and Lakenheath

An early 7am breakfast enabled us to be on the road by 7.45am for the short 30 minute drive to
SculthorpeMoor, ready to catch the woodland birds actively feeding first thing in the morning.

From the viewing screen at the entrance to the reserve we watched Coal Tit (#102), Marsh Tit
(#103), Blue Tit, Great Tit, Chaffinch, Greenfinch and Dunnock on or around the feeders.

A steady walk around the wet woodland reserve gave us views of Siskin (#104), Robin, Wren,
Pheasant, Moorhen, Coot, Redwing, Kingfisher, Red Kite, Kestrel, Sparrowhawk, Common
Buzzard and Marsh Harrier. Cetti’sWarbler called from the reeds but remained hidden.

From the elevated hide we had excellent views of Brambling (#105) and Nuthatch (#106) – the
former was for many the ‘bird of the trip’ and for me denoted #218 for my UK Year List. At least
two Bramblings were seen and we marvelled at their streaky backs and orange tinted plumage –
a truly delightful little bird.

At 12noon we left Sculthorpe and headed for Lakenheath, pausing briefly to scan the field
opposite Weeting Heath for Stone Curlew. As expected, they had recently departed for warmer
climes, indeed the Norfolk Wildlife Trust car park had already closed for the season.

We arrived at Lakenheath just after 1pm and were delighted to meet up with (fairly) local birder
Tim Rea. A steady walk along the main trail to the Joist Fen viewpoint gave us views of five
raptors (Marsh Harrier, Red Kite, Common Buzzard, Sparrowhawk and Kestrel), Great White
Egret, a flock of 11 Fieldfares and a lone Stock Dove (#107). Sadly no Bittern, Common Crane or
Bearded Tits on this visit. We were back at the visitors centre by 4pm.

After bidding Tim a fond farewell we boarded the minibus one last time for our 2 hour drive back
to Sittingbourne. Another great Bargain Birding Club trip, everyone home safe and sound and
thankful that despite Covid-19, it is still possible to enjoy the birds and wildlife of the UK if you
take all necessary safety precautions.

Our final trip total was 107 birds seen or heard. Other wildlife highlights included Atlantic Grey
Seal, Common Harbour Seal, Roe Deer, Fallow Deer, Muntjac Deer, Brown Hare and Rabbit.
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Nuthatch
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Nuthatch



Coal Tit

Marsh Tit
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Great Tit
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Chaffinch

Blue Tit



Autumn Birding in Norfolk (October 2020)

Robin

Greenfinch

Siskin
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Robin
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Mute Swan
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Common Buzzard



George Gay

Sorrel Lyall
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Common Buzzard



107 BIRDS SEEN OR HEARD ON THIS TRIP

Mute Swan Mallard Marsh Harrier Lesser Redpoll

Whooper Swan Aylesbury Duck Red Kite Yellowhammer

Canada Goose Pochard Kestrel Stonechat

Greylag Goose Tufted Duck Sparrowhawk Skylark

Pink-footed Goose Wigeon Peregrine Falcon Meadow Pipit

Brent Goose Teal Common Buzzard Cetti’s Warbler (H)

Egyptian Goose Pintail Pheasant Pied Wagtail

Bar-headed Goose Shoveler Red-legged Partridge Grey Wagtail

Bean Goose Shelduck Magpie Nuthatch

Red-breasted Merganser Gadwall Rook Great Spotted Woodpecker

Red-throated Diver Scaup Carrion Crow House Sparrow

Guillemot Goldeneye Jackdaw Tree Sparrrow

Gannet Common Scoter Jay Dunnock

Cormorant Avocet Fieldfare Wren

Great Crested Grebe Black-tailed Godwit Redwing Blue Tit

Little Grebe Bar-tailed Godwit Blackbird Great Tit

Grey Heron Dunlin Robin Long-tailed Tit

Little Egret Sanderling Starling Coal Tit

Cattle Egret Turnstone Woodpigeon Marsh Tit

Great White Egret Snipe Ferral Pigeon Bearded Tit

Black-headed Gull Curlew Collared Dove

Common Gull Lapwing Stock Dove

Herring Gull Golden Plover Goldcrest

Lesser Black-backed Gull Grey Plover Chaffinch

Great Black-backed Gull Oystercatcher Brambling

Coot Ruff Goldfinch

Moorhen Redshank Greenfinch

Water Rail (H) Spotted Redshank Siskin

Kingfisher Lesser Yellowlegs Linnet

OTHER NOTABLE ANIMALS SEEN

Rabbit Brown Hare Atlantic (Grey) Seal Common (Harbour) Seal

Roe Deer Fallow Deer Muntjac Deer
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This trip report remains the property of ‘Bargain Birding Club’                                                              
and cannot be published or reproduced without prior permission. 

All photographs were taken on this trip by Richard Hanman.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/bargain_birding_club/

http://www.bargainbirdingclub.com/
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TOP 5 TRIP HIGHLIGHTS & GUEST FEEDBACK:

1. Bramblings and Nuthatches at Sculthorpe Moor.
2. Lesser Yellowlegs and Whooper Swans at Welney.
3. Red-breasted Merganser, Red-throated Diver and Goldeneye at Titchwell.
4. Common Harbour Seals and Atlantic Grey Seals at Blakeney Point.
5. Scaup and Peregrine Falcon at Cley.

“Many thanks for a great trip to Norfolk. It was so good to get away after all this awful time. I
particularly liked the visit to Sculthorpe Moor, sitting in that hide with the feeding tray just
outside was fantastic.” (Pamela Goode).

“Thanks for the super trip report and photos. Thank you also for all your efforts in making the
weekend so enjoyable. It all went very well with great company, lovely weather and lots of birds.
We enjoyed both the rarities and the spectacle provided by the flocks of the more common birds.
Let's hope we can get together on another BBC trip before too long”. (Elizabeth & WarrenMann).

Bargain Birding Club has successfully received the official 'We're Good to Go'
Industry Standard accreditation. This confirms that we follow government and
industry Covid-19 guidelines, have a Covid-19 Risk Assessment in place and a
process to maintain cleanliness and aid social distancing on all of our trips.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/bargain_birding_club/
http://www.bargainbirdingclub.com/


Common Kestrel


