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Friday 3rd May 2013 
 

This trip was organised by the Bargain Birding Club 

(www.bargainbirdingclub.com) for 24 members of 

the RSPB Medway Local Group. This is a shortened 

version of the trip report. The full version can be 

found on the RSPB Medway Local Group website 

(www.medway-rspb.pwp.blueyonder.co.uk). 

 

Group members travelled independently from Kent 

to Gibraltar Point Nature Reserve, near Skegness on 

the Lincolnshire coast adjacent to The Wash. The 

reserve itself has mixed habitats including sandy 

and muddy sea-shore, sand dunes, saltmarsh and 

freshwater marsh, Sea Buckthorn scrub and mixed 

woodland. The reserve is managed by the 

Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust using traditional grazing 

by Hebridean sheep and Dexter cattle.  

 

As well as a visitor centre which caters for day 

visitors, the reserve also has a Wash Study Centre 

built around the old coastguard station which 

provides residential accommodation for schools, 

natural history societies and nature study groups. 

 

After checking into their rooms at 4pm, everyone 

assembled in the library for a welcome briefing by 

one of the volunteer wardens. Dinner was served at 

5.30pm in the dining room and consisted of a hot 

homemade buffet … much appreciated by all.  

 

After dinner all 24 guests embarked on a gentle 

stroll from the Study Centre along South Marsh 

Road towards the viewing mound overlooking the 

new saltmarsh dune system and beach. This gave us 

our first views of Pheasant, Pied Wagtail, 

Goldfinch, Wheatear and Feral Pigeon in the 

gardens around the centre, and Meadow Pipit, 

Skylark, Barn Swallow, Jackdaw, Black-headed 

Gull and Herring Gull over the saltmarsh itself. 

From the viewing mound we could see Common 

Seals basking on the sandbanks, and the wind farm 

constructed 5 miles off the coast of Skegness.  
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Our return route took us via the Shorebird Warden’s Hut and 

Bird Observatory. Heligoland Trap Nets were set up to 

funnel birds towards the overnight mist nets at the ringing 

station which we planned to visit first thing on Sunday 

morning. As we walked back to the Study Centre we saw 

Brent Goose, Redshank, Magpie and Wood Pigeon flying 

overhead, presumably off to their overnight roosts. To cap 

off the first day, we enjoyed brief distant views of a Short-

eared Owl over the Old Saltmarsh and a Barn Owl patrolling 

the tidal creek that feeds River Steeping behind the Study 

Centre just before the light faded. 

 

Saturday 4th May 2013 
 

Most people enjoyed an early night last night so were up 

bright and early for a pre-breakfast stroll at 7am around the 

Plantation Woodland. This proved productive and we soon 

added Sparrowhawk, Kestrel, Blue Tit, Great Tit, Long-

tailed Tit, Chiffchaff, Blackcap, Chaffinch, Willow 

Warbler, Wren, Blackbird, Jay and Dunnock to our trip list.  
 

Beyond the woodlands we walked past Syke’s Farm to the 

bird hide overlooking Jackson’s Marsh. The field around the 

hide was carpeted in hundreds of Cowslip flowers. 

 

From the hide we saw Coot, Moorhen, Little Egret, Lesser 

Black-backed Gull, Tufted Duck, Mallard, Shelduck, 

Shoveler, Teal, Avocet, Cormorant, Redshank, 

Oystercatcher, Curlew, Lapwing, Barn Swallow, Swift, 

Greylag Goose and Canada Goose. Around Syke’s Farm we 

saw Starling and Mistle Thrush amongst the constant calling 

of “Jack, Jack” by the Jackdaws. We returned to the Study 

Centre at 8.30am for a full cooked breakfast. 
 

After breakfast, we embarked on a pre-booked guided walk 

around the reserve by Stuart Crookes, ex-CEO of the 

Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust and now retired volunteer  guide. 
 

We took a different path through the Plantation Woodland 

and soon came across a flock of Hebridean sheep and a 

Green-veined White butterfly. In addition to the birds we 

had seen earlier, we observed House Martin, Linnet and 

Grey Heron at Jackson’s Marsh. Unfortunately we didn’t see 

the Great Spotted Woodpecker that Arthur had heard 

drumming the previous day. 
 

We continued along a footpath over the West Dunes. Some 

of the group stopped at the hide overlooking The Mere and 

were able to get good views of Little Grebe, Mute Swan, 

Gadwall and Sedge Warbler and a fleeting glimpse of 

Grasshopper Warbler, before catching up with the rest of 

the group to see Whitethroat in the Sea Buckthorn scrub. 

The viewing mound at Mill Hill is the highest point on the 

reserve and gives great views across The Wash to 

Hunstanton on the Norfolk coast. We returned to the Study 

Centre via the East Dunes footpath and South Marsh Road. 
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After a picnic lunch, we re-grouped for a self-guided 

afternoon stroll around the reserve, starting at the hides at 

Tennyson’s Sands, and added Common Tern and Common 

Buzzard to our trip list.  
 

We then went back to the hide overlooking The Mere to 

ensure everyone got views of Little Grebe, Mute Swan and 

Gadwall before heading to the Sea Buckthorn scrub hoping 

for better views of Grasshopper Warbler. However, this 

elusive bird didn’t show so we had to be content with 

excellent views of Whitethroat. Some of he group also heard 

Lesser Whitethroat and Turtle Dove. We walked along the 

beach until the fences at the Shorebird Sanctuary diverted 

us onto South Marsh Road and back to the Study Centre. 

Whitethroat 

Dinner this evening was a sumptuous 3-course homemade meal, lovingly prepared by Barbara (the Study 

Centre cook) with main course options including beef, salmon or a vegetarian delight, followed by 

delicious cheesecake with cream, ice-cream or as most of us chose – both! 
 

With full bellies the temptation was to sit and relax in the library but we managed to drag ourselves out 

for an evening stroll and were blessed with magnificent views of 3 hunting Short-eared Owls, 2 Barn 

Owls and a single Marsh Harrier. We also saw a Red Fox stalking both Pheasant and Hare and, spoilt for 

choice of prey, it ended up taking home a rabbit supper! The sunset over the marsh sent us all back 

inside for our own pre-bedtime supper of cheese, biscuits and wine - Bargain Birding at its best! 
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Sunday 5th May 2013 
 

Peter and Richard set off extra early to scope the shore and ticked off Black-tailed Godwit, Turnstone, 

Dunlin, Knot and an unidentified Auk (probably Razorbill). 

 

A 7am start for the rest of us to the Bird Observatory enabled us to observe the bird ringers weigh, 

measure, sex and release a Blue Tit and a Jay. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

We cleared out our rooms by 10am and thanked the Study Centre staff for being fantastic hosts. Some 

members of the group headed home while about half stayed for one full and final 3.5 mile circuit of the 

reserve. Although no new birds were added to our trip list on this final morning, we did enjoy close up 

views of Wheatear, a flock of c.35 Jays intent on migrating back to northern Europe in the near future, 

and a Green Hairstreak butterfly. 

 

In all, we had a great trip, the weather was perfect (21oC warm and sunny), the food was delicious, the 

accommodation basic but comfortable and the company of the 24 RSPB Medway local group members 

was (as always) delightful. 

 

Our trip total over the 3 days finished at 72 birds seen and 4 birds heard.  

 

 

Some of the thoughts/comments from trip guests are detailed below. 

 

• “Superb location! The staff were friendly and helpful and the organisation of this trip has been 

brilliant! … Next time Wales, Orkneys, Shetland or Cotswolds please!” (Christine Baker). 

 

• “The location was great – the weather was great – the food was great – the company was great” 

(Arthur Parry, aged 79 years young!) 

 

• “Brilliant weekend, can’t wait to do it again!” (Geraldine Savage). 

 

• “Very friendly group, first time I have been on a birding holiday where I’ve really developed an 

interest rather than just accompanied friends”. (Judith Foster). 

 

• “Great value for money. Excellent organisation. Lovely company and great bird watching”.     

(Margaret Neame). 

 

• “Brilliant all round”. (Carole Coulthard). 

 

• “Excellent time – will definitely want to come on a similar trip again”. (Jackie Purnell). 



GIBRALTAR POINT TRIP LIST (3rd to 5th May 2013) 
Little Grebe Marsh Harrier Wood Pigeon Blackcap 

Cormorant Red-legged Partridge Feral Pigeon Whitethroat 

Little Egret Ring-necked Pheasant Turtle Dove (h) Lesser Whitethroat (h) 

Grey Heron Moorhen Cuckoo (h) Chiffchaff 

Mute Swan Coot Swift Blue Tit 

Greylag Goose Oystercatcher Barn Swallow Great Tit 

Canada Goose Avocet House Martin Long-tailed Tit 

Brent Goose Lapwing Skylark Starling 

Shelduck Turnstone Meadow Pipit Magpie 

Mallard Knot Pied Wagtail Carrion Crow 

Gadwall Dunlin Wren Rook 

Teal Curlew Dunnock Jackdaw 

Tufted Duck Black-tailed Godwit Robin Jay 

Shoveler Redshank Blackbird G. Spotted Woodpecker (h) 

Common Buzzard Black-headed Gull Wheatear Greenfinch 

Kestrel Herring Gull Mistle Thrush Goldfinch 

Sparrowhawk Lesser Black-backed Gull Grasshopper Warbler Chaffinch 

Barn Owl Common Tern Sedge Warbler Linnet 

Short-eared Owl Razorbill (probably) Willow Warbler Reed Bunting 

BUTTERFLIES 
Green-veined White Green Hairstreak Small Tortoiseshell Peacock 

MAMMALS 
Red Fox Hare Rabbit Common Seal 

NOTABLE PLANTS & TREES 
Cowslip Cuckooflower Bluebell Marsh Marigold 

Dove’s-foot Cranesbill Germander Speedwell Sea Buckthorn Elder 

All photographs in this trip report were taken by Richard Hanman,                                             
Founder of the Bargain Birding Club and member of the RSPB Medway Local Group.  



www.bargainbirdingclub.com 

“Value for money bird watching trips for birders on a budget” 


