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Introduction:
This was our 8th ‘Bargain Birding Club’ (BBC) trip to the Costa Blanca area around Alicante, and our
4th in the Autumn. Returning BBC regulars were Trevor Hatton and Tim Rea, and we also had the
pleasure of welcoming Kathy Gay on her first trip with us. As always, it’s great to buddy up with
Bryan Thomas for his excellent local knowledge, wit and banter.
Our base was the beach front Santa Pola Hotel which gave us easy access to both local reserves and
the major roads when travelling further afield without getting caught up in Alicante traffic.

Sunday 12th November 2017: Overnight stay at Holiday Inn Express Stansted airport
With Tim travelling from Huntingdon, Kathy from Norfolk and an early 6.10am flight tomorrow, we
agreed to meet up the night before at the Holiday Inn Express at Stansted. After introductions,
catch ups and dinner, an early night was had by all in anticipation of a long day ahead.

Monday 13th November 2017: Santa Pola, El Pinet and San Felipe Visitors Centre
After a continental breakfast of croissants and coffee at 4am we checked out of our hotel. Tim,
Trevor and Kathy took the shuttle bus to the terminal while I drove and parked my car in the midstay car park. We regathered in the check in queue for Jet2. The airport was pleasantly very quiet
so check in and security were a breeze. We’d originally booked with Monarch but had to quickly
find alternative flights following their demise. I have to say my first flight with Jet2 was excellent,
22kg luggage allowance, plenty of legroom, really friendly staff and we arrived 20 minutes early at
9.30am Spanish time.
After collecting our hire car we picked up Bryan from his
home in Gran Alicant. Before we’d even re-joined the
main road we’d picked up a Black Wheatear on a villa
roof and Magpie and Spotless Starling flew overhead.

Black Wheatear (RH)

We headed down the coastal road to the first pull in at
the salinas at Santa Pola. It wasn’t long before we started
rattling off the birds ... Coot, Moorhen, Little Grebe,
Mallard, Shoveler, Shelduck to start, interspersed with
some more ‘exotic’ species such as Purple Swamphen,
Greater Flamingo, Black-winged Stilt, Zitting Cisticola,
Crag Martin and White Wagtail.
A Kingfisher zipped past at high speed while Yellowlegged Gull, Audouin’s Gull and Black-headed Gull all
struggled against a strong head wind. Tim scanned a
distant gravel spit and picked up Mediterranean Gull,
Little Stint, Kentish Plover, Green Sandpiper and Dunlin.

Yellow-legged Gull (RH)
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At the Tower layby we added a distant Osprey as well as closer views of Marsh Harrier, Cormorant,
Spoonbill, Grey Heron, Little Egret, Great Crested Grebe and Turnstone. At the next pull in we
added Slender-billed Gull, Avocet and Sandwich Tern. After a quick discussion, we decided to try
for closer views of Osprey so we headed inland and took a dirt track past fields of Artichoke. Alas,
we didn’t re-connect with the Osprey but we did see Common Kestrel, Stonechat, Sardinian
Warbler, House Sparrow, Goldfinch and Linnet, and we also heard both Robin and Blackbird.
With the time approaching midday, we headed for the beach bar at La Marina for a light lunch.
Sandwich Terns fished off-shore and House Sparrows loitered for crumbs.
Suitably refreshed we headed to nearby El Pinet which Bryan reliably informed us had only recently
been re-flooded. The birds were quick to exploit the new habitat. Greater Flamingo were feeding
out in the deeper parts of the lagoon, while Redshank, Greenshank and Common Chiffchaff skirted
the lagoon margins. A pair of Black-winged Stilt seized the opportunity for some courtship and
nuptials. Then behind us in a tall tree, an unfamiliar bird call threw us all until Bryan confirmed
Monk Parakeet as he saw 3 birds fly off into the distance.

Black-winged Stilt (RH)
Next stop was the backroads around the huge
reserve of El Hondo. Here we added Iberian
Shrike (aka Southern Grey Shrike), Black
Redstart, Collared Dove, Jackdaw, Crested
Lark and Meadow Pipit to our trip list.
We also came across a herd of goats feeding
in the scrub, disturbing the ground as they
went exposing food sources for Cattle Egret
and White Wagtail.
Suddenly, “raptor” called Kathy, and as we all
looked skywards a superb black and white
two-tone Booted Eagle slowly circled
overhead.

Booted Eagle (RH)
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Cattle Egret (RH)

Cattle Egret (RH)
Purple Swamphen (RH)

Last stop was San Felipe Visitors Centre. The main
lagoon held numerous Purple Swamphen and
Snipe feeding out in the open. Glossy Ibis and
Lapwing flew overhead and we had fleeting
glimpses of Bluethroat and Chiffchaff. On the
enclosed pool Red-Crested Pochard and Redknobbed Coot shared space with Moorhen, Coot
and Mallard. We walked across the boardwalk
observing a Grey Heron stalking for prey in the
shallows. From the first hide we scanned the larger
lagoon and picked up Gadwall but no Marbled Teal.

El Hondo (RH)

The second hide overlooked a few distant pools in
what is normally a vast lake. A pair of Water Pipit
fed alongside a pair of Ringed Plover and a distant
flock of Black-tailed Godwits stood motionless
hoping for rain. A small feeder channel provided a
bathing opportunity for Snipe and a potential meal
for Little Egret.
As we headed back to the car park a Common
Buzzard flew in the distance and a female Reed
Bunting perched on a reed.

Bluethroat (RH)

A large dark raptor flew overhead and we all called
“Black Kite” ... However, Bryan’s superior
knowledge soon burst our bubble as he explained it
was only a dark morph Booted Eagle … we were
still very happy with that!
Our closing act on day 1 was marked by a
Bluethroat, still in full breeding plumage, feeding in
the muddy margins about 100m in front of us.
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Tuesday 14th November 2017: Bonete, Higueruela, Petrola and Corral Rubio
Breakfast at 8am on the top floor of the hotel with panoramic views over the beach and
Mediterranean Sea … what a way to start the day! We then headed inland to Bonete and arrived
just after 10am. With the temperature a cool 60C we turned up the heating and rolled down the
windows and started birding from the car.
We spent 3 hours criss-crossing the steppe plains adding Woodpigeon, Carrion Crow, Corn
Bunting, Skylark, and Greenfinch to our trip list. Highlight of the morning though was undoubtedly
large flocks of Calandra Lark following tractors muck-spreading on the fields, and smaller flocks of
Rock Sparrow, Tree Sparrow, Linnet and Goldfinch feeding on the weed seeds in the field margins.
Rock Sparrow (RH)

Greenfinch (RH)

Crested Lark (RH)

Higuerela (RH)

We continued on to Higueruela for a lunch stop
amongst the pines. Here we saw Black Redstart,
Iberian Green Woodpecker, Jay, Red-legged
Partridge, Short-toed Treecreeper, Chaffinch
and Brambling … a rarity for Spain and my first
proper look at this superb little bird, sadly too far
away for a photo. We watched as a shepherd
herded his flock grazing as they went.
At 1.30pm we set off to Petrola. On the bridge
next to the high-speed railway we scanned a
large pool which acted like an oasis in the
parched landscape. Hundreds of Coot and Little
Grebe were interspersed with good numbers of
White-headed Duck, Common Pochard, Redcrested Pochard, Shoveler and Mallard.
Marsh Harrier patrolled the reed beds and a
smaller raptor flew past at high speed which we
eventually agreed was a Common Kestrel.
‘Duck Pool’ (RH)
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Black Redstart (RH)
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Petrola itself still held water but birds were thin on the ground. Around a dozen juvenile Greater
Flamingo were feeding in the shallows way in the distance, while a Kentish Plover, two Dunlin and
two Little Stint patrolled the near shore. Tim also picked up two very distant Red Kite in his scope.

Petrola (RH)
Next stop was Corral Rubio where we quickly connected with 12 distant Great Bustard. A little
further on another flock of c.50 Great Bustard took to the sky and flew away into the distance. We
watched were they landed and set off in pursuit. Now for such a big bird (Europe’s largest flying
bird – the size of a turkey) you’d think finding 50 of them in a recently ploughed field with no
vegetation would be easy. Wrong! The land at Corral Rubio is so undulated that they simply
disappeared in a dip, out of sight, gone, vamoosh! With everyone alert to re-connecting with the
bustard Tim called out confidently that he’d seem then on a distant hillside. Everyone followed
Tim’s meticulaous directions and locked bins and scopes on the ‘blobs’ … then there was silence
for a few seconds ….. before Trevor asked .. “Have these bustards got 4 legs Tim?” The ‘bustards’
turned out to be sheep! Well that was it. For the next 30 minutes poor old Tim was the butt of
many sheep jokes which got the van laughing. Tim’s response was a measured … “F*** Off!”
Reluctantly we gave up on the bustards and moved on. Fortunately within 10 minutes we came
across a flock of 9 Great Bustards which afforded everyone good views. Tim had redeemed himself.
With the light fading fast we called it a day and drove back to Santa Pola, stopping off at the local
Lidl for provisions. Dinner at 8pm and a quick tally of our trip list now saw us on 86 birds after the
first 2 days. Sadly we’d dipped on Stone Curlew, Sandgrouse and Little Bustard but we’d got a
second chances of these at other locations later in the trip.
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Great Bustard (BT)

Great Bustard (RH)
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Wednesday 15th November 2017: Caudete to Yecla track and Clot de Galvany
We left our hotel at 7.15am having packed our own breakfast and lunch from our quarry from Lidl
last night. We took the scenic Carabassi coast road to pick up Bryan and then took the A31 toll-free
dual carriageway inland to Yecla (junction 171b). After a quick coffee stop at the services we
started birding the Caudete to Yecla track from the Caudete end at around 9am. The temperature
outside was 2oC so again we dialled up the heating and wound down the windows.
We quickly picked up Hoopoe and Red-billed Chough on the left side of the mountain range, then
double-backed to the start where dozens of farm labourers were busy harvesting the chilli crop.
Small mixed flocks of Chaffinch and Goldfinch scavenged for food in the field margins and Black
Redstart, Calandra Lark and Little Owl were numerous. We spent a bit of time distinguishing
between the short, thicker, dagger-like bill of Thekla Lark from that of the longer, down-curved
upper bill of Crested Lark. We were also happy that we’d picked out some true-form Rock Dove.
We criss-crossed the track for 2 hours looking for sandgrouse without any luck. Indeed birds in
general were very thin on the ground. We did add Song Thrush to our trip list but other than a
single Red Kite and numerous Common Kestrel the birds were noticeable by their absence.
We doubled back towards Caudete and changed tack, this time veering off the main drag and
exploring the side tracks towards the foothills. We were rewarded with a fleeting glimpse of
Dartford Warbler and Iberian Stonechat, and a fly-past of 9 Common Crane following the ridge.
Rock Dove (RH)

Common Crane (RH)

Thekla Lark (RH)

Crested Lark (RH)

Scanning for sandgrouse (RH)
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Thekla Lark (BT)

Crested Lark (BT)
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Yecla – Caudete track (RH)
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Trevor enjoying a carajillo (TR)

At 1pm we called it a day and headed back to the
coast and the Ocean Bar adjacent to Clot de
Galvany. It was here that Trevor discovered the
pleasure that the locals call ‘Carajillo’ (coffee with
brandy). The rest of us made do with a beer or
coke. Suitably refreshed we set off at 2.30pm for a
slow walk around ‘The Clot’ which has a
reputation for always delivering something out of
the ordinary. Our visit was no exception.
Crag Martin filled the sky while Iberian Shrike,
Black Redstart, Robin, Chaffinch, Blackbird,
Chiffchaff, Dartford Warbler, Sardinian Warbler,
Common Starling and Spotless Starling called
from the bushes and Marsh Harrier and Common
Kestrel patrolled the reeds.
In the distance we picked up a flock of large birds
flying in a v-formation and then in a straight line.
Guesses came in at Glossy Ibis and Common
Crane but as the flock drew closer it became
obvious that they were Cormorant.
From the hide overlooking the permanent pool we
picked up Teal, Shoveler, Mallard, Pochard,
White-headed Duck, Little Grebe, Coot and
Moorhen. Spanish Pond Terrapins had hauled
themselves out of the water and were basking on
logs. Red-veined Darter and Lesser Emperor
dragonfly were still on the wing. Bryan picked up
the call of Long-tailed Tit and directed us all to a
nearby Olive tree which also yielded Blue Tit and
a Common Chiffchaff.
Teal (RH)

As the light began to fade we made our way to the
distant reedbeds which provide an overnight
winter roost for Common Starling and Spotless
Starling. We watched a murmuration of 5000 10,000 birds circling in huge flocks, forming
tantalising shapes as they tracked left and right
across the sky. Suddenly a Sparrowhawk entered
from stage right and the starlings broke off in to
smaller, tighter groups to evade the predator
before descending and disappearing into the
reeds. A spectacular way to end the day. A quick
tally saw our trip list total now sitting at 101 birds.
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Terrapin & Coot (TR)

Starling murmuration (RH)

Sparrowhawk attack (RH)
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Thursday 16th November 2017: San Pedro, Torrevieja, La Mata and Santa Pola
Breakfast at 8am then we collected Bryan en-route to
San Pedro. A quick stop at Santa Pola Tower layby
picked up 3 Great White Egret and repeat viewings of
birds seen on our first visit here.
At San Pedro del Pinatar we parked next to the
channel and from the small wooden footbridge and
adjacent mound overlooking the lagoon we had
excellent views of Black-winged Stilt, Little Egret,
Redshank, Spotted Redshank and Ruff. We also
enjoyed fleeting glimpses of Robin, Blackbird,
Kingfisher, Cetti’s Warbler and Grey Wagtail.
As we worked our way across the Avenida de la
Salinas we had good views of Black-necked Grebe,
Dunlin, Little Stint and Black Redstart, and distant
views of Kentish Plover, Sanderling and Shelduck.

Black-winged Stilt (RH)

Black-necked Grebe (RH)

Little Egret (RH)

At 1pm we went to the Azure-winged
Magpie site in Torrevieja. We picked
up the birds fairly quickly but they
were really skittish flying from a large
conifer hedge then disappearing over
the houses never to be seem again.
We had better luck with a small flock
of Monk Parakeet that allowed us to
approach reasonably close and take a
few snaps.
Monk Parakeet (TR)
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Monk Parakeet (RH)

At 2pm we headed to La Mata and enjoyed our
picnic on the tables under the pines with pleasant
views over the lake. A lone Iberian Red Squirrel
watched us from on high but was too busy eating
pine nuts to be interested in our food. The squirrel
did rain down a constant barrage of discarded
cones just missing Kathy much to everyone's
amusement.
Birds themselves were again noticeable by their
absence. House Sparrows loitered for crumbs at
the picnic tables, Cormorants basked on the rocky
island in the lake, and a pair of Stonechat perched
on the reeds. In the distance we could see Greater
Flamingo and a small flotilla of Black-necked
Grebes, but nothing like the numbers we usually
get at this location. Iberian Green Woodpecker and
Red-legged Partridge gave fleeting views but the
Stone Curlew we heard calling remained hidden.

Iberian Red Squirrel (TR)
Hoopoe (RH)

Just before we left La Mata we drove up the sandy
track leading away from the car park in the hope of
connecting with Stone Curlew. Whilst we dipped
again we did enjoy amazing views of a feeding
Hoopoe that was so engrossed in finding grubs that
it didn’t mind us taking photographs from almost
point blank range, … so we filled our ‘boots’.

Hoopoe (RH)

With large smiles on our faces we left La Mata and
headed back towards Santa Pola. A quick stop at
the Segura river estuary proved fruitful with
excellent views of Sanderling on the beach,
Common Sandpiper filtering through the washed
up debris, and a Red-breasted Merganser (another
rarity for Spain) in the harbour. We commented
how unusual it was to see Coot on the sea. We also
saw Crested Lark, White Wagtail, Stonechat, Grey
Heron, Cormorant and Audouin’s Gull.
Last stop of the day was Santa Pola lighthouse. As
the sun faded we scanned the cliffs and picked up a
Blue Rock Thrush perched on an outcrop one
second before it flew off and disappeared around
the corner. At least 3 of us saw it so we put it down
as a ‘tick’. After dropping Bryan off we headed back
to our hotel for dinner, drinks and bed.

Red-breasted Merganser (BT)
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Hoopoe (TR)

Hoopoe (RH)
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Sanderling (RH)

El Hondo

Hoopoe (RH)
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Sanderling (TR)

Sanderling (RH)

Sanderling (RH)
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Sanderling (RH)

Sanderling (RH)
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Friday 17th November 2017: Guadalentin Valley and Sierra Espuna Mountains
We left at 7am to pick up Bryan then headed south
towards Murcia. After a coffee stop at the motorway
services we left the main road and by 9am we were
birding the artichoke, cabbage and chilli pepper fields
in the Guadalentin Valley. Our target bird was Stone
Curlew. The usual suspects were present including
Crested Lark, White Wagtail, Linnet, Goldfinch,
Stonechat and Sardinian Warbler but surprisingly no
Stone Curlew.

White Wagtail (RH)

In the reed beds in the valley bottom we saw Chaffinch
and a female Blackcap. Overhead Jackdaw, Spotless
Starling, Lapwing and Common Buzzard all put in an
appearance. A single Whimbrel flew past at high speed
giving us our first ‘tick’ of the day, quickly followed by
Red Avadavat picked up by Bryan and Tim.
We criss-crossed the arable fields driving slowly and
checking everything that moved but, due to the lack of
water, birds were generally thin on the ground. Our
most productive birding was concentrated around the
irrigation reservoirs where we saw Grey Wagtail,
White Wagtail, Little Grebe, Black-winged Stilt,
Greenfinch, Tree Sparrow, Water Pipit and Hoopoe.

Stonechat (TR)

By 11am we were all feeling a little jaded so we backtracked and headed to a spot that we’d had Spectacled
Warbler on a previous visit. As we picked up speed we
flushed about 30 Little Bustard from a recently planted
cabbage field. We screeched the car to a stop, all piled
out and watched as the flock took to the air. The Little
Bustard in turn flushed a smaller flock of about 12
Black-bellied Sandgrouse – ‘Double Bubble’ for
everyone and 2 ‘lifers’ in 10 seconds for Kathy!

Sardinian Warbler (RH)

With our spirits lifted we pushed on to the Spectacled
Warbler site. Within a few seconds of arriving we
picked up a distant male perched on top of a low
growing bush.
A Little Owl watched on as we tried to approach for
closer views but the warbler was always one step
ahead of us.
Spectacled Warbler (BT)
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Guadalentin Valley (RH)

Mouflon (RH)

Birding the Costa Blanca

Little Bustard (RH)
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Little Bustard (RH)

Black-bellied Sandgrouse (RH)
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Crested Tit (RH)

At 12 noon we left the valley and re-programmed the
satnav for the ‘wild boar café’ in the nearby Sierra
Espuna mountains. The café has a history of being a
site where wild boar once came to scavenge but there
haven’t been any confirmed sightings for the past
couple of years. We ate our lunch on the picnic tables
opposite and took time to take in the vivid blue sky
and 18oC temperature, just 5 weeks before Christmas!
In the surrounding trees we got our first views of
Common Crossbill, Coal Tit and Firecrest, and we also
baited tables to draw in Crested Tit and Robin.
After lunch we continued up the mountain and
stopped at the mirador to view Crested Tit and
Common Crossbill coming down to a drainage channel
to look for water.

Robin (RH)

Closer inspection of the Crossbill images afterwards
revealed that the upper mandible on some of the
birds crossed to the right, while on others it crossed to
the left … fascinating.
Tim scanned the mountain ridge and called out
“raptor”. All bins moved from the ground to the sky
just as a juvenile Golden Eagle soared high above us.
We continued onwards and upwards and at one point
a small flock of Mouflon (wild sheep) crossed the road
right in front of us.

Common Crossbill (TR)

Last stop of the day was Los Pozos de la Nieve de
Murcia which has several 7m deep man-made wells
used to store blocks of ice. The landscape forms a
natural amphitheatre with mountains on three sides
and steep boulder-strewn slopes. In the middle is a
depression which has a permanent water source
around which vegetation has grown.

It was here that we came across a ‘magic rose bush’
which produced Robin, Chaffinch, Jay, Song Thrush,
Redwing, Fieldfare, Rock Bunting, Hawfinch and …
30 Ring Ouzel … now that’s a magic rose bush!
We stayed for over an hour to take in this avian
spectacle. The Ring Ouzels in particular were
fascinating, arriving on mass for food and a drink, then
noisily flying off for cover in the nearby pines.

Common Crossbill (RH)
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Common Crossbill (BT)

Crested Tit (BT)
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Rock Bunting (RH)

Hawfinch (RH)

Redwing (RH)
Ring Ouzel (RH)
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Ring Ouzel (RH)

Ring Ouzel (RH)

Ring Ouzel (RH)
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Ring Ouzel (BT)

Ring Ouzel (BT)
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Bryan & Rich (TR)

Bryan & Rich (TR)
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Saturday 18th November 2017: Sant Cristofol, Font Roja and Santa Pola Salinas.
We left at 8.15am and picked up Bryan on the way to the Griffon Vulture conservation site at Sant
Cristofol near Alcoi. We’d pre-arranged to meet Alvar at 10am so we parked the car at the gate and
plodded steadily up the steep track. For those interested, full details of the vulture conservation
project can be found at http://www.maquiaambiental.com/capturaderos-portatiles.
We settled in to the large hide overlooking the disused quarry and quietly opened the flaps to
reveal 4 Griffon Vultures sun bathing on the rock face 100m away. One bird had a yellow ‘426’ wing
tag and Alvar was quick to declare the bird as a 6 year old female. At the base of the quarry is the
gruesome feeding site, pre-baited with recently deceased farm animals. The remains of two horses
had been picked over already so Alvar added some fresh meat in the form of very large rabbits. The
vultures looked on but remained on the cliff. Magpie, Jay and Spotless Starling gathered in the tree
tops hoping for some easy pickings. We sat for 2 hours hoping for a ‘feeding frenzy’ but the vultures
just sat motionless … watching us watching them. Eventually one by one they hopped off the edge
of the cliff and soared high in the sky riding the thermals and then disappeared. Guess that’s
birding for you … one day a ‘magic rose bush’ … the next day lazy Griffon Vultures. A covey of Redlegged Partridge flew past almost as a token gesture to say ‘look at me instead’. Alvar apologised
for the non-event and declared that they were probably the best-fed vultures in Spain. In the wild
they can go without food for a month, but here they are fed twice a week. The recently seen Black
Vulture also declined to put in an appearance so we gave Alvar a €50 donation for the project and
left at 12 noon. We headed back down the track to the car and commented just how quiet it was.
Very little bird life and just a few hardy Grayling, Wall Brown and Dappled White butterflies
making the most of the mid-November sunshine.
Griffon Vulture (RH)

Griffon Vulture (RH)
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Griffon Vulture (TR)

Griffon Vulture (RH)

Griffon Vulture (RH)

Griffon Vulture (TR)
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We headed across the valley to Font Roja for lunch. In the trees around the picnic table we
picked up Crested Tit, Coal Tit, Chaffinch and Robin. A short walk around the ruined
monastery pulled in a pair of Firecrest and Bryan also located a well-coloured Serin.
At 2pm we left Font Roja and headed back to the coast. At the salinas at Santa Pola we
stopped for excellent close views of Slender-billed Gull (another first for Kathy).

Slender-billed Gull (RH)
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Next stop was the beach bar at La Marina for refreshments. As we scanned the sea Bryan picked up
a Caspian Tern heading towards the Segura river estuary. Audouin’s Gull, Yellow-legged Gull and
Black-headed Gull all flew past providing an opportunity to practice our ID skills.
In the distance a white bird plunged into the sea … I called Sandwich Tern … Tim called Gannet …
Tim won and subsequently declared I had “size issues’” Bryan told me “not to look down!” and we
all burst out laughing. Trevor moved the conversation on complaining about the price of a plate of
chips (€4.50 for the record) and was aghast that he couldn’t order a plate of beans on toast with
turnips! We all fell about laughing trying to visualise such a dish, and we conjured up jokes and
innuendos involving ‘Trevor’s Turnips’ that had everyone in tears. Birding banter … you just can’t
beat it! It seems Trevor had the last laugh though as a recipe for beans on toast with turnips does
actually exist online at http://www.foodandwine.com/recipes/beans-and-bacon-buttered-toasts.

Last stop was a return visit to Clot de Galvany. We approached via the Carabassi Road but again
failed to connect with a Shag. As we arrived at ‘The Clot’ a Sparrowhawk patrolled the sky waiting
for the starlings to gather. We walked round to the raised mirador overlooking the pool and had
repeat views of White-headed Duck, Coot, Moorhen and Little Grebe. A Purple Swamphen called
from the reeds but remained hidden.
We moved on to the tower hide and scanned for Stone Curlew but again drew a blank. On the far
pool, White Wagtail and a late staying Whiskered Tern were feeding on insects. The Starling
murmuration wasn’t as spectacular tonight and when the insects started biting we called it a day.
As we left ‘The Clot’ a Water Rail squealed and large numbers of Cattle Egret and Jackdaw flew in
to roost.
Dinner in the hotel was an opportunity to bring up ‘Trevor’s Turnips’, my ‘size issues’, and Tim’s
failure to spot the difference between a 4-legged sheep and a 2-legged Great Bustard again.
In high spirits Kathy accidentally spilt some red wine on the white table cloth and got really
embarrassed, not at all helped by Trevor not missing the opportunity to compare our dinner table
with that of the birthday party for a group of 10-year old girls happening in a small room just off
the main restaurant dining area. Kathy’s pride was soon redeemed a few minutes later however
when Trevor knocked over a full glass of red wine and the resulting white table cloth looked like it
was the scene of an autopsy or a murder!
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Sunday 19th November 2017: Santa Pola Salinas, Guadamar river and San Felipe VC
Our last day on this trip so we decided to revisit some local sites. First stop was Santa Pola Salinas.
In the reedbeds Cetti’s Warbler was calling and on the water there were still hundreds of Coot,
Shoveler and Mallard. In the distance Tim picked up a perched Kingfisher, while a little closer
another late staying Whiskered Tern fluttered above the water. Still no sign of Wigeon though.
At the Tower layby we had good views of Sandwich Tern and Slender-billed Gull. In the distance
Marsh Harrier, Spoonbill, Greater Flamingo, Grey Heron, Cormorant and Great Crested Grebe.

Greater Flamingo (RH)

Marsh Harrier (RH)

Grey Heron (RH)

Cormorant (RH)

Little Egret (RH)
Turnstone (RH)

Next stop was the river estuary at Guadamar del Segura.
We hoped to reconnect with either the Red-breasted
Merganser or Caspian Tern but neither were to be seen.
Coot were still on the sea, Grey Heron hunted from the
rocks and there was a flotilla of Black-headed Gulls just offshore. A lone Sanderling patrolled the beach and 3 Gannet
flew across the harbour entrance. We walked past the
marina to the second breakwater and located Black-necked
Grebe, Little Egret, Whimbrel, Turnstone, Ringed Plover
and Common Sandpiper. By now the time was 12 noon so
we stopped for refreshments at a small bar overlooking the
marina. The weather was a barmy 200C.
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Purple Swamphen (RH)

Purple Swamphen (RH)
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Black-necked Grebe (BT)

Red-knobbed Coot (BT)
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Suitably refreshed we headed to San Felipe Visitors Centre where lots of families with very noisy
kids running around the boardwalk and observation deck pretty much flushed anything present. We
did manage good views of Red-crested Pochard, Red-knobbed Coot and Purple Swamphen, and
had fleeting glimpses of Snipe, Common Chiffchaff and Bluethroat.
Plain Tiger (KG)

Red-crested Pochard (RH)
We then decided to spend the afternoon criss-crossing the fields around El Hondo. From the
Vistabelllo Road we had good views of Booted Eagle. We visited the raised hide accessed through
the reedbed and looked over a large pool which had hundreds of dead fish floating on the surface.
We speculated that a lack of oxygen in the water was the likely cause. From the hide we had distant
views of Common Sandpiper, Snipe, Lapwing, Glossy Ibis, Shoveler, Shelduck, Black-winged Stilt,
Black-tailed Godwit, Marsh Harrier and Booted Eagle. We had slightly better views of Bluethroat
and Water Rail and also added 2 new ‘ticks’ in the form of Wood Sandpiper and Golden Plover.
We ended the day driving along Sandpiper Alley and the Palm Farm Track which produced Grey
Heron, Little Egret, Cattle Egret, Marsh Harrier, Booted Eagle, Stonechat and Zitting Cisticola.
As the light faded we called it a day and totalled up our trip list. 7 days birding, 1613km travelled
and 136 bird species located … not a bad effort given the lack of water in many inland areas.

‘Top 10’ highlights of this trip were …
1. Great Bustard at Corral Rubio
2. Little Bustard, Black-belled Sandgrouse and Spectacled Warbler at Guadalentin Valley
3. Common Crane on the Yecla – Caudete track
4. ‘Magic rose bush’ at Sierra Espuna (Ring Ouzel, Fieldfare, Redwing, Rock Bunting and Hawfinch)
5. Crested Tit and Crossbill at Sierra Espuna
6. Slender-billed Gull at Santa Pola Salinas
7. Hoopoe at La Mata
8. Sanderling and Red-breasted Merganser at Segura river estuary
9. Griffon Vultures at Sant Cristofol
10. Starling murmuration at Clot de Galvany
All images in this report were taken on this trip by Rich Hanman (RH), Bryan Thomas (BT),
Kathy Gay (KG) and Tim Rea (TR) and are included with kind permission from the photographers.
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TRIP LIST – 136 BIRDS (13th to 20th November 2017)
Greater Flamingo

Red-breasted Merganser

Booted Eagle

Kingfisher

Spoonbill

Common Crane

Golden Eagle

Crag Martin

Glossy Ibis

Great Bustard

Marsh Harrier

Robin

Great White Egret

Little Bustard

Osprey

Black Redstart

Cattle Egret

Black-bellied Sandgrouse

Red Kite

Blackbird

Little Egret

Red-legged Partridge

Common Buzzard

Song Thrush

Grey Heron

Stone Curlew (H)

Griffon Vulture

Mistle Thrush

Cormorant

Ringed Plover

Common Kestrel

Redwing

Little Grebe

Kentish Plover

Sparrowhawk

Fieldfare

Great Crested Grebe

Golden Plover

Iberian (Southern Grey) Shrike

Blue Rock Thrush

Black-necked Grebe

Lapwing

Hoopoe

Ring Ouzel

Coot

Dunlin

Iberian Green Woodpecker

Woodpigeon

Red-knobbed Coot

Little Stint

Short-toed Treecreeper (H)

Collared Dove

Moorhen

Sanderling

Common Crossbill

Rock Dove

Purple Swamphen

Turnstone

Crested Lark

Firecrest

Water Rail

Green Sandpiper

Calandra Lark

Blue Tit

Common Pochard

Common Sandpiper

Thekla Lark

Great Tit

Red-Crested Pochard

Wood Sandpiper

Skylark

Coal Tit

Mallard

Snipe

House Sparrow

Crested Tit

Teal

Black-winged Stilt

Tree Sparrow

Long-tailed Tit

White-headed Duck

Avocet

Rock Sparrow

Brambling

Shelduck

Black-tailed Godwit

Red Avadavat

Chaffinch

Shoveler

Redshank

Common Starling

Greenfinch

Gadwall

Spotted Redshank

Spotless Starling

Goldfinch

Northern Gannet

Greenshank

Iberian Stonechat

Hawfinch

Yellow-legged Gull

Whimbrel

Dartford Warbler

Serin

Mediterranean Gull

Monk Parakeet

Sardinian Warbler

Linnet

Black-headed Gull

Azure-winged Magpie

Spectacled Warbler

Corn Bunting

Audouin’s Gull

Magpie

Cetti’s Warbler

Reed Bunting

Slender-billed Gull

Red-billed Chough

Common Chiffchaff

Rock Bunting

Lesser Black-backed Gull

Carrion Crow

Blackcap

Meadow Pipit

Sandwich Tern

Jackdaw

Zitting Cisticola

Water Pipit

Caspian Tern

Raven

Bluethroat

White Wagtail

Whiskered Tern

Jay

Black Wheatear

Grey Wagtail

OTHER NOTABLES
Clouded Yellow butterfly

Painted Lady butterfly

Plain Tiger butterfly

Wall Brown butterfly

Blue sp. butterfly

Red Admiral butterfly

Speckled Wood butterfly

Grayling butterfly

Large White butterfly

Small White butterfly

Red-veined Darter dragonfly

Lesser Emperor dragonfly

Mouflon (wild sheep)

Iberian Red Squirrel

Iberian Hare

Spanish Pond Terrapin
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Griffon Vulture (RH)
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