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Introduction:

This trip was organised by Bargain Birding Club. Most of the 18 strong party were repeat

‘Bargain Birders’ but we also had the pleasure of making new members John & Mary

Bassendine and Sue Lakeman feel welcome and looked after.

Norfolk is the most visited destination for bird watchers in the UK as it offers a multitude

of habitats including sandy beaches, marram-grass dunes, shingle-ridges, tidal mudflats,

saltwater creeks, grazing marsh, freshwater reed-lined fens, deciduous woodlands and

coniferous copses. If that wasn’t enough, Norfolk lies on the key spring migration route

and has fabulous nature reserves all within easy access. Many of the reserves have a state

of the art visitors centre, toilets and gift shop.

Our trip itinerary takes in 10 of the best reserves in Norfolk and also includes a marine

boat trip to observe the seals at Blakeney Point, and a freshwater boat trip at Hickling

Broad. This gives us the best opportunity to see well over 100 species in 5 days.

Our base for the duration of this trip was the 3* family run Ffolkes Arms & Country Club

at Hillington, centrally located to maximise our time in the field. Our hotel is a 300-year

old coaching inn with an adjacent accommodation block consisting of 20 en-suite rooms.

Our meal plan was full-board and included breakfast, takeaway picnic lunch and 2-course

evening dinner at the hotel.
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Main bird watching sites in Norfolk



Thursday 26th May 2016 – WWT Welney Wetland Centre

As this was a self-drive holiday, guests travelled independently from various parts of the

UK to assemble for our 10am rendezvous at WWT Welney Wetland Centre.

Welney is part of the Great Ouse Washes and is Britain’s largest area of seasonally

flooded land. As our party gathered in the car park we scanned the surrounding fields,

hedges, pylons and telegraph wires and our bird list quickly began to tick over with

common birds such as Pied Wagtail, Goldfinch,, Greenfinch, Dunnock, House Sparrow,

Blackbird, Great Tit, Collared Dove, Carrion Crow, Magpie and Jackdaw.
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As we scanned the treatment bed pools our list

grew through the addition of ‘wetland birds’

such as Mallard, Tufted Duck, Gadwall, Coot,

Moorhen, Greylag Goose, Canada Goose, Mute

Swan and Sedge Warbler.

Flying overhead we added House Martin, Barn

Swallow, Common Swift, Cormorant and

Black-headed Gull. Once everyone was

assembled we made or way to the visitors

centre for some light refreshments.

Whilst enjoying tea/coffee from the observation deck overlooking Lady Fen we picked

out Avocet, Black-tailed Godwit, Lapwing, Oystercatcher, Redshank, Shoveler,

Common Tern and Stock Dove. The feeders attracted Goldfinch, Chaffinch, Tree

Sparrow, Blue Tit, Linnet and Rook. Reed Warbler flitted from one patch of reeds to

the next, giving occasional good views.

Lady Fen, Welney (RH)

Rook (RH)

House Sparrow (RH)



As we crossed the footbridge to the main reserve Barn Swallows and House Martins

were feeding above our heads and nesting in the rafters, whilst a herd of cows were

lazing on the banks of the New Bedford River below. From the Main Observatory hide

we picked out Whooper Swan, Shelduck, Grey Heron, Little Egret and Pheasant.
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We moved on to the Reedbed Hide and from

the boardwalk approach we enjoyed a singing

Blackcap and a rather tame juvenile Robin.

Analysis of a pile of feathers lead us to

speculate the identity of a Sparrowhawk kill

with Gadwall being the likely victim.

From the hide itself we spotted Marsh

Harrier, Wigeon, Teal, Gadwall and a male

Garganey. Steve also had fleeting glimpses of

Green Sandpiper and Snipe.

The Summer Walk was closed to protect

breeding birds so we retraced our steps back

to the visitors centre. En-route Red Kite,

Sparrowhawk, Kestrel and Common

Buzzard boosted our raptor count.

Barn Swallow (RH) House Martin (RH)

Whooper Swan (RH)Welney (RH)

Young Robin (RH)



After a brief coffee stop in the Wigeon Café we crossed the footbridge again and turned

right this time to take in the Nelson-Lyle Hide. Here two male Reed Buntings provided a

stereo accompaniment to our spring birding which saw us add Greenshank, Great Black-

backed Gull and a singing male Corn Bunting to our trip list.

As the sun started to break through the clouds, out came Red Admiral and Orange Tip

butterflies along with Azure Blue, Blue-tailed and Variable Damselflies. Wild flowers of

note included Yellow Flag Iris, White Comfry and Rosebay Willowherb.

With the Lyle Hide closed to protect roosting bats and nesting Little Owl and Barn Owl we

continued to the Friends Hide. Here we observed a brightly coloured male Yellow

Wagtail flit from post to ground and back to post again. In the distance we could hear

Green Woodpecker calling. Suddenly Jane shouted “Kingfisher” as one darted to the

right and settled on a distant reed. It was too far away for a photograph but close enough

for most in the group to get decent views through bins and scopes.

As we returned to the visitors centre we added Skylark, Cetti’s Warbler and Wren. With

one final scan over Lady Fen we departed Welney about 4.30pm and headed to our hotel

at Hillington. Over dinner we reflected on the days highlights and totalled up 78 birds for

day one. Most guests stayed up for a quick after-dinner quiz before we all retired to our

beds ready for an early start tomorrow.
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Bargain Birders at Welney  (RH)



Friday 27th May 2016- Holme Dunes NNR and RSPB Titchwell Reserve

Following breakfast at 7.30am we set off the short 30 minute drive to the Bird

Observatory at Holme Dunes NNR. We’d pre-arranged to meet Sophie from the Norfolk

Ornithological Trust at this idyllic spot to give everyone the opportunity to witness first

hand the important work that they do in collecting scientific data on resident and

migrating birds to help inform conservation debate and prioritise funding decisions.
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A second sweep of the mist

nets produced Common

Whitethroat and Goldfinch

and we were able to observe

as Sophie weighed and

measured the birds before

releasing them carefully

back into the wild.

It always surprises me how

small the birds are when you

get the opportunity to

observe them close up,

compared to when you see

them in the field.

The first sweep of the ringing nets didn’t produce

any birds so Sophie took us to see some moth traps

that had been set up the previous night.

As Sophie pulled the egg-boxes out of the trap one

by one she identified moths of all shapes and sizes

including Small Elephant Hawk Moth, White

Ermine, Magpie Moth and Yellow-tailed Moth.

Goldfinch (RH)

Common Whitethroat (RH)

Small Elephant Hawk Moth (RH) Magpie Moth (RH)

Mothing with Sophie at Holme (RH)

Moth Trap at Holme (RH)



We then explored a few of the sandy tracks through the reserve picking up Cormorant,

Sandwich Tern and Gannet from the elevated sea-watch hide. Brown Argus and Wall

Brown butterflies flitted amongst vegetation. As a small flock of Swallows flew overhead

Simon called out “Red-rumped Swallow” – a lifer for many of the lucky few in the group

that also managed to see it. This was quickly followed by a lone Pink-footed Goose

whose identity was confirmed later from photos. Other birds of note included Grey

Partridge, Linnet, Meadow Pipit, Spotted Flycatcher and Common Whitethroat.
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At 12noon we headed to Burham Overy

for a picnic lunch overlooking the

saltwater creek next to the boat house.

This is a favoured spot for Spoonbills

but alas on our visit we had to be

content with Little Egret, Shelduck and

Black-headed Gulls. A Cuckoo was heard

calling in the distance.

Brown Argus (SG)
Holme NNR (RH)

Burnham Overy (RH)

BBC at Holme (RH)BBC at Holme (RH)



At 1pm we moved on to one of the RSPB’s

flagship reserve at Titchwell. After a

tea/coffee/ice cream stop in the café we

ambled around the reserve.

First stop was the East Trail overlooking

Patsy’s Reedbed which produced a new bird

for our trip list in the shape of Red-crested

Pochard as well as good views of a Cuckoo as

it flew into a tree.

Other birds of note here were Common

Pochard, Gadwall, Mallard, Shoveler, Tufted

Duck, Coot, Moorhen, Mute Swan, Marsh

Harrier and Little Ringed Plover.
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We witnessed the unusual behaviour of a mating pair of Gadwall which involved the male

almost drowning the female in the act as he sat on her back and held her head under the

water! Afterwards both birds bathed, preened and then went their separate ways.

Next stop was the Fen Trail where

Simon was able to identify Four-

spotted Chaser and Hairy Dragonfly

as well as Large Red, Variable, Azure

Blue and Blue-tailed Damselfly.

Orange-Tip butterflies were feeding

on the flowers of Southern Marsh

Orchid and Ragged Robin.

Simon picked out a ‘leopard’ variety

of the Southern Marsh Orchid which

had spotted leaves and Arthur tracked

down a singing Willow Warbler.

Gadwall (RH)

Southern Marsh Orchid (RH)Blue-tailed Damselfly (RH)

Red-crested Pochard (SG)

Cuckoo (SG)
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Four-spotted Chaser (RH)

Hairy Dragonfly (RH) Azure Damselfly (RH)
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Mallard (RH)

Yellow Flag Iris (RH)

Red Campion (AP)
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From the Fen Hide itself we caught the briefest of glimpses of a hovering Kingfisher.

Swift and House Martins were feeding overhead and we also enjoyed repeated sightings

of Hobby, Marsh Harrier and Common Buzzard.

Next stop was the Island Hide which gave us close up views of Avocet and distant views

of Common Tern and Dunlin. We also heard a Bittern booming in the distance.

From the West Bank Path overlooking the freshwater marsh we picked out Common

Gull, Little Ringed Plover and Black-tailed Godwit amongst the commoner birds.

At Pavinder Hide we enjoyed close up views of Little Ringed Plover and a distant Snipe. A

few in the group continued all the way to the beach and were rewarding with sightings of

Sanderling, Turnstone and Bar-tailed Godwit.

Back at the visitors centre (which surprisingly closes early at 5pm) a very friendly Robin

and Blackbird scavenged for scraps amongst the picnic tables while Chaffinch,

Greenfinch, Woodpigeon, Jackdaw and Rook patrolled the feeders.

Around 6pm we headed back to our hotel for dinner and drinks.

RSPB Titchwell (RH)
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Avocet (RH)

Little Ringed Plover (RH)



Saturday 28th May 2016 – Blakeney, Cley, Kelling Heath and Choseley Barns

After breakfast at 8am we set off for Morston Quay and boarded our privately chartered

Beans Boat trip. As we pulled away from the dock we started scanning the area for birds

and quickly picked up Oystercatcher, Redshank, Shelduck, Great Crested Grebe,

Herring Gull, Black-headed Gull and Cormorant. As we continued towards Blakeney

Point we added Brent Goose, Lesser Black-backed Gull and Mediterranean Gull.
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As we cruised past the old lifeboat station and ‘Mary’ the old lifeboat (now a houseboat)

we drew ever closer to the Harbour Seals and larger Atlantic Grey Seals hauled up on

the beach. Our on-board guide informed us that the seals life was a happy one and

involved lots of lounging around and doing not a lot … other than catching 10kg of fish

every day and growing up to 3m (10 feet) with male bulls weighing up to 400kg (880lb).

Amongst the seals were Common Tern, Little Tern , Sandwich Tern and Arctic Tern and a

small group of non-breeding Knot. Curlew, Little Egret and Marsh Harrier flew overhead.

Herring Gull (RH)

Lesser Black-backed Gull (RH)

Black-headed Gull (RH)

Little Tern (RH)
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‘Mary’ the old lifeboat (RH)

Old lifeboat station at Blakeney (RH)
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Knot (RH)

Sandwich Tern (SL)
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Sandwich Tern & Knot (RH)
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Harbour Seals (RH)
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Harbour Seals (RH)



By 11.30am we were back at Morston Quay and so set off in convoy for the nearby

Norfolk Wildlife Trust reserve at Cley. We ate our hotel-prepared lunches on the picnic

tables outside the visitors centre overlooking the freshwater pools and scrapes. From

here we saw Kestrel, Marsh Harrier, Avocet, Lapwing, Shelduck, Greylag Goose, Grey

Heron, Jackdaw, Common Whitethroat, Goldfinch and Wren.

Once everyone was suitably refreshed we made our way along the East Bank in search of

Spoonbills that had been reported earlier that day. All along the East Bank the reeds were

alive with the song of Reed Bunting, Reed Warbler and Sedge Warbler and we managed to

get good views of all three reed bed birds. As we approached Arnold’s Marsh we spotted

the three Spoonbill, stood motionless with their heads firmly tucked under their wings.

We continued to the new shelter overlooking Big Pool and watched a Little Egret with a

broken mandible feeding in the shallows. Black-headed Gulls were attracted by tit bits

affording everyone close up views as they hung in the wind just feet above our heads.
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We retraced our steps back along the East Bank and just as we were about to turn right

to the visitors centre the three Spoonbills flew overhead in perfect formation giving

everyone amazing views. The sunlight shone through their feathers revealing amazing

detail including black tips to their wings. At one point it looked like they were about to

land in the trees behind the visitors centre as they rolled their bodies hard to the left and

right to loose the air that gave them lift forcing them to descend quickly in height.

Back at the visitors centre we took the path to Avocet, Dawkes and Teal Hides which

cluster together overlooking Whitwell Scrape, Simmond’s Scrape and Pat’s Pool

respectively. A juvenile Wren perched obligingly for photos outside the hides. On the

scrapes themselves we saw Avocet, Black-tailed Godwit and Lapwing, and a brown Sand

Martin was picked out feeding amongst a flock of black and white House Martin.

By 3pm we were back at the visitors centre where we made use of the facilities and then

made plans to visit Kelling Heath, a favoured spot known by Sian for Dartford Warbler.

Juvenile Wren (RH)
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Spoonbill (RH)
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Common Tern (RH)

Common Whitethroat (RH)

Greenshank (SG)

Linnet (SG)

Moorhen (RH)
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Cley Marsh  (RH)
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Little Egret (RH)

Reed Warbler (RH) Sedge Warbler (RH)
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We made the mistake of not setting off together in a 4-car

convoy. The result looking back was obvious – three cars

found it, one car (ours with me driving) didn’t! The lucky

ones that did locate Kelling Heath successfully managed to

get distant views of Dartford Warbler and also good views

of Stonechat and Willow Warbler. For the unfortunates in

my car, after 20 minutes of driving around Kelling Heath

holiday park and Salthouse Heath we gave up and instead

drove to Holkham Hall to view the Fallow Deer.

Our group re-assembled at Lady Anne’s Drive in Holkham and then we set off in convoy

this time for Choseley Barns (N 52 56 50, W 0 36 50) near Titchwell. This was another

local birding spot suggested by Sian which gave us excellent views of Yellowhammer,

Corn Bunting and Stock Dove.

Fallow Deer (RH)

Willow Warbler (SG)

Dartford Warbler (SG)

Yellowhammer (RH)

Stock Dove (RH)
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As we returned to our cars I could see Hare frolicking in the field. With a desire to get a

close up photo I used the cover of one of the barns to mask my approach. About half way

down the track a female Pheasant jumped out of nowhere straight in front of me and

went on a full blown attack. She hissed and glared at me and pursued me down the track.

Attempts to keep her at arms length using my monopod were successful but it was still a

nerve-racking experience as she had a sharp beak and claws to rival that of most raptors!

She was obviously protecting eggs or young birds so I returned to the car much to

everyone's amusement, leaving her to her business. The male pheasant all this time

watched from nearby … I knew exactly what he was thinking … “don’t mess with my

missus!”. We retuned to our hotel for dinner and drinks in the bar before retiring to bed.

Pheasant (RH)

Pheasant (RH)

Pheasant (RH)

Cornered (SL)



Sunday 29th May 2016 – Hickling Broad, Sculthorpe Moor and Dursingham Bog
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Our aquatic exploration took in a couple of hides only accessible by boat and a tower

hide giving spectacular views across the broads. We saw over 50 species of bird on this 2

hour trip which included four new ticks in the shape of Common Crane (only seen by the

occupants of ‘Little Tern’ boat) and Egyptian Goose, Little Gull and Ringed Plover seen

by all. Everyone got at least one view of Bearded Tit and Chinese Water Deer but the

cooler weather suppressed any sightings of the iconic Swallowtail butterfly.

After breakfast at 8am we set off for

Hickling for our pre-arranged boat trip

on this the largest of the Norfolk Broads.

After donning lifejackets half of our

group boarded ‘Little Tern’ and the other

half boarded ‘Swallowtail’. We gliding off

in opposite directions so that we didn’t

overcrowd the hides and kept close to

the reed bed to maximise our chances of

seeing and hearing birds. Out in the

deeper water yachts and motor boats of

all shapes and sizes were enjoying the

bank holiday weekend.

Bargain Birders ‘boating’ on Hickling Broad (RH & SG)



Red Damselfly (RH)
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Chinese Water Deer (RH)

Tower Hide, Hickling (AP)
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Bargain Birders in Norfolk (RH)
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Bargain Birders in Norfolk (RH)
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Bargain Birders in Norfolk (RH)
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Mute Swan (RH)

Reed Bunting (RH)



We arrived back at the landing stage at 12.30pm and had our picnic on the tables in the

garden of the reserve. Swallows were nest-building in the alcoves whilst a Blue Tit was

delivering repeat food parcels to its clutch in the nest box fixed to the visitors centre. A

male peacock patrolled the car park but we resisted the urge to add it to our trip list.

After lunch we headed to Sculthorpe Moor Community Nature Reserve which is

managed by the Hawk and Owl Trust. Arriving at 3.30pm we found out that the reserve

closed at 5pm (not at 6pm as advertised in their leaflet) and so we only had 90 minutes

to get around the reserve. We ‘hot-footed’ it to feeders where some of our group were

lucky enough to get a brief glimpse of Marsh Tit. Everyone else had to be content with

Blue Tit, Great Tit, Coal Tit, Greenfinch and Chaffinch. Next stop was Woodland Hide

which produced a female Bullfinch and then Fen Hide which gave our first Little Grebe.

A pair of Collared Dove guarded the bird table deterring all but a plucky Blue Tit.

Last stop was the River Viewing Platform where the warden had tipped us off to look in

the dead white popular stump for a Great Spotted Woodpecker nest. Sure enough we

found the tree and a male bird flew in and flew out at great speed. With the time rapidly

approaching 5pm we retraced our steps back to the reserve entrance just in time to

avoid getting locked in. Sculthorpe is a delightful woodland reserve and we would

thoroughly recommend a more leisurely visit if anyone is thinking of returning.
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Sculthorpe Moor (RH)

Collared Dove (RH)



We arrived back at our hotel about 5.30pm and had arranged to have dinner early so that

we could go out in search of Nightjars and Woodcocks at Dersingham Bog at dusk. This

site was featured in the current months Bird Watching magazine which Sue and Steve had

brought along. Our journey there took us through the beautiful village of West Newton

which is part of the Queen’s Sandringham Estate. Indeed, many of the villages houses

have a pale blue door indicating that they are owned by Her Majesty.
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Arriving around 8pm we parked in the layby on the A149 (N 52 49 38, E 0 27 59) and

headed off through the pines and turned left to the wooden steps that lead down to the

bog. This gave us a fantastic 360o vantage point over the whole area. As the light faded it

wasn’t long before we got our first sighting of Woodcock as a lone bird flew in a big

circle over the tree tops around us calling as it went. 10 minutes later a pair of Woodcock

followed the same flightpath. Then as the low grey cloud descended and added to the

misty ambience of the occasion we could hear Nightjar churring in the distance. It wasn’t

long before we spotted our first Nightjar as it flew low over the bog, perched briefly on a

post near the boardwalk and then flew off into the mist.

Moments later we had even better views as a Nightjar flew from one side of the bog to

the other right in front of us. We could make out clearly its white wing bars on long brown

wings as it swerved and swooped catching insects just feet about the ground weaving like

a fighter piolet between the vegetation. This was the best view ever of Nightjar for most

in our group … myself included.

With smiles on our faces and the temperature dropping we called it a night at 10pm and

returned to the hotel. Surprisingly the bar was closed so we all had an early night.

Woodcock (RH)

Nightjar (RH)

Dersingham Bog (RH)
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Monday 30th May 2016 – NWT Weeting Heath and RSPB Lakenheath Fen reserves

After breakfast at 8am we were all packed and ready for our departure at 9am. We

arrived at Weeting Heath around 10am and made our first stop the West Hide

overlooking the open grassland and stone heath habitat known as ‘Breckland’. Alas the

Stone Curlew weren’t showing but we did pick up a Spotted Flycatcher in the pine trees.

The very small Woodland Hide only gave us views of Blue Tit and Great Tit on the feeders

so we continued towards the forest walk on the opposite side of the road. Before crossing

the road we scanned the open heathland and Yuek successfully picked out a single Stone

Curlew amongst the rocks, sun-bleached tree stumps and gorse bushes … well done Yuek!

We continued through the forest trail and picked up the main track heading north of the

reserve which afforded us excellent views of open heath to our right. It was here that we

got our first views of a pair of Woodlark feeding on the ground and displaying in the air.

Other birds of note here included Mistle Thrush, Linnet, Yellowhammer, Dunnock, Skylark,

Lapwing, Curlew, Pied Wagtail, Common Buzzard, Nuthatch, Blackcap, Chiffchaff and

Goldcrest. Foxgloves were just coming into flower at the edge of the woodland and an

orange day-flying moth wouldn’t settle and so proved too illusive to identify.

Woodlark (RH)

Weeting Heath (RH)
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At 1pm we drove to Lakenheath Fen and ate

our sandwiches out of the wind inside the

visitors centre.

Arthur decided to stay and watch the birds

on the feeders whilst everyone else wrapped

up warm for the 3 mile walk to Joist Fen

View Point and back.

A Drinker Moth Caterpillar on the path was

doing its best to avoid being eaten by ants.

From East Wood we could hear a Cuckoo

calling and we finally got to see the bird

when it flew over West Wood as we sat

observing the reed beds at the new Fen View

Point area. It was here that we also saw two

Bittern and a glorious male Marsh Harrier fly

over the far end of the reeds. Closer by a

male Reed Bunting sang from a reedy perch.

As we approached the Mere Hide a large

mixed flock of House Martin and Sand Martin

swooped around our heads feeding on

airborne insects undeterred by the wind.

Higher up Swift and Hobby were after the

same quarry. Suddenly Steve caught a brief

glimpse of a Bearded Tit as it shot across the

path and disappeared into the reeds.

On the way back we saw numerous male and

female Marsh Harriers and a Garden Warbler

which we presumed to be attending a nest

amongst the roots of some fallen poplar

trees. We dipped on seeing the Common

Cranes as they were presumably sheltering in

the reedbeds out of the wind.

By 3.45pm we were back at the visitors centre which marked the end of another

successful ‘Bargain Birding Club’ trip. With 128 different bird species seen in 5 days this

beat our previous trip list for Norfolk when we assembled 127 species in October 2014.

We bid everyone fond farewells and safe journeys home. As always, we had packed a lot

in to our itinerary and so everyone was looking forward to getting home to relax with a

cuppa and put their feet up in front of the tele to watch Spring Watch and Top Gear!

Finches on the feeders (AP)

Drinker Moth caterpillar (RH)

Bittern (RH)



NORFOLK TRIP LIST (26th to 30th May 2016) – 128 Birds

Mute Swan Northern Gannet Common Buzzard House Sparrow

Whooper Swan Fulmar Marsh Harrier Dunnock

Greylag Goose Common Tern Red Kite Tree Sparrow

Canada Goose Sandwich Tern Kestrel Wren

Pink-footed Goose Little Tern Hobby Marsh Tit

Brent Goose Arctic Tern Sparrowhawk Blue Tit

Egyptian Goose Avocet Little Owl Great Tit

Common Crane Lapwing Pheasant Coal Tit

Spoonbill Redshank Red-legged Partridge Bearded Tit

Grey Heron Greenshank Grey Partridge Long-tailed Tit

Little Egret Black-tailed Godwit Woodpigeon Goldcrest

Bittern Bar-tailed Godwit Collared Dove Sand Martin

Cormorant Green Sandpiper Stock Dove House Martin

Coot Oystercatcher Magpie Barn Swallow

Moorhen Little Ringed Plover Rook Red-rumped Swallow

Mallard Ringed Plover Carrion Crow Common Swift

Teal Dunlin Jackdaw Dartford Warbler

Wigeon Sanderling Jay Reed Warbler

Gadwall Turnstone Mistle Thrush Sedge Warbler

Garganey Snipe Song Thrush Cetti’s Warbler

Shoveler Knot Blackbird Willow Warbler

Shelduck Curlew Robin Garden Warbler

Tufted Duck Stone Curlew Starling Common Whitethroat

Pochard Great Crested Grebe Meadow Pipit Lesser Whitethroat (H)

Red-crested Pochard Little Grebe Skylark Blackcap

Lesser Black-backed Gull Reed Bunting Woodlark Chiffchaff

Great Black-backed Gull Corn Bunting Yellow Wagtail Kingfisher

Herring Gull Yellowhammer Pied Wagtail Spotted Flycatcher

Black-headed Gull Linnet Goldfinch Great Spotted Woodpecker

Common Gull Stonechat Greenfinch Green Woodpecker

Mediterranean Gull Nuthatch Chaffinch Nightjar

Little Gull Cuckoo Bullfinch Woodcock
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Bullfinch & Robin (AP) 

Pheasant (RH)

Butterflies, Moths, Dragonflies & Damselflies

Red Admiral Orange Tip Brown Argus Wall Brown Clouded Yellow

Grizzled Skipper Peacock

Elephant Hawk Moth White Ermine Moth Cinnabar Moth Garden Tiger Moth Drinker Moth (cat.)

Magpie Moth Four-spotted Chaser Hairy Dragonfly

Azure Blue Damselfly Blue-tailed Damselfly Variable Damselfly Large Red Damselfly

Other Insects

Millipede Leaf Hopper Wasp Beetle

Wild Flowers

Yellow Flag Iris Red Campion White Campion Ragged Robin Comfry

Rosebay Willow-herb South. Marsh Orchid Hemp Agrimony Ramsons Foxglove

Ox-eye Daisy Scarlet Pimpernel Marsh Marigold Germander Speedwell Herb Robert

Animals
Hare Rabbit Weasel Chinese Water Deer Muntjac Deer

Common Lizard Harbour Seal Grey Atlantic Seal

All photos in this report were taken on this trip by Richard Hanman (RH),                     

Steve Goodrich (SG), Arthur Parry (AP) and Sue Lakeman (SL).

I’ll end this trip report by saying a massive thank you to all ‘Bargain Birders’ for your

continued loyal support. Without you we wouldn't have a club and I hope to welcome you

all again on a future trip. As always your patience and kind comments are heart-warming.

A massive thank you to Simon Ginnaw, our resident BBC Guide whose knowledge and

passion for all wildlife is infectious. Thanks must also go to Sian Borley for your local

knowledge of some of the lesser-known sites in Norfolk which helped us locate Dartford

Warbler, Willow Warbler and Stonechat at Kelling Heath, and Corn Bunting,

Yellowhammer and Stock Dove at Choseley Barns.

Finally, a massive thank you to Graham, Marlene,

Melissa and all the staff at Ffolke Arms Country

Club. As always you made us all feel very

welcome and looked after and chef did a great

job keeping us all fed whilst your new owners

ran down his rapidly depleting food supplies.

Good luck with your refurbishment after

Christmas and we look forward to return visits in

Autumn 2016, and Spring and Autumn 2017.

Richard Hanman, Bargain Birding Club. Ffolke Arms (AP)



Your feedback and trip highlights:

“Hi Richard, Thank your for a fabulous time in lovely Norfolk. The programme was very varied and took in

the best of birding Norfolk has to offer. Although we packed in a great deal there was always time to stand

and stare often with a cup of coffee in hand. Thank you too for ferrying me around from site to site as this

took away a lot of worry. Well done!” (Margaret Neame).

“Hi Richard, I had a lovely time in Norfolk and arrived home just before 6pm. Many thanks to ferrying me

around and the old man is very happy with a smile on his face”. (Yuek Wong).

“Thanks Richard for another superlative Birding Trip, rainless as usual and with three good sunny days and

a wonderful selection of birds. Highlights for me was the Spoonbill flypast, the distance views of Stone

Curlew and Woodlark, Bittern, the Yellowhammers and Corn Bunting. A good place for birds Norfolk and if

fit I would certainly want to go again next year if a trip there is planned. Simon also adds to the whole

experience with his knowledge and birding skills with bird song and helps make for a super trip. On a

personal note I was very grateful for the lift to and from Norfolk and around the sites which I would have

found very hard driving myself and also once again the thoughtful and helpful attentions of lovely birders

and the availability of scope views”. (Arthur Parry).

“Hi Richard, Thank you so much for another great trip. Good weather and you delivered the birdies, e.g.

brilliant bitterns in cold windy Lakenheath as well as glorious sunny spoonies at Cley. The accommodation

and choice of sites, boat trips and your flexibility (thank you so much for staying up, forgoing booze and

driving us to nightjars) were all really good. The guides were brilliant spotters as were some of the guests,

especially Steve - thanks for Dartford Warbler! And amazing value! I'm enjoying learning from you and your

lovely guests. Starting to realise that I need to concentrate on birdsong as my poor old eyes deteriorate.

Looking forward to your new (no-fly) holidays”. (Sian Borley).

“Hi Richard, Steve and I would like to thank both you and Simon for providing us with five fantastic days

birding at top sites and scenic locations. We had 1 lifer plus 12 year ticks and I think this visit to Norfolk

even surpassed the 2014 trip! It was great to be with like-minded people, to meet new friends and to be

shown around some new sites. The hotel did very well considering the imminent takeover and the

breakfasts were amazing as ever, well until the fuse blew on the toaster!! We especially liked both boat

trips, meeting Sophie at Holme with her patience and expertise and the memories of the amazing evening

at Dersingham Bog will stay with us for ever. Thank you once again and please continue to weave your

magic”. (Sue Carter & Steve Goodrich).

“I really enjoyed my first BBC trip. A friendly group and several new species for me and I learnt a lot from

Simon and realised I have so much more to learn! Thanks for organising such a full and enjoyable itinerary,

I do hope to join you again soon”. (Sue Lakeman).

“It was a terrific five days which Elizabeth and I really enjoyed. There were bags of birds with some great 

wildlife watching experiences - the cranes, the nightjars, the Blakeney boat trip and Hickling Broad left us 

all with some special memories. Your report is excellent with loads of great photos to help us all relive the 

experience. Thanks once again to you and to Simon for all your efforts, help and enthusiasm. You turned a 

good trip into a great experience”. (Elizabeth & Warren Mann).

“Many thanks for the trip report and your usual stunning photos. Particularly enjoyed the spoonbills,

dragonflies and seals with Beans Boats. Really enjoyed the trip despite the frustration of pathetically

inadequate bins (binoculars). However, I would have loved earlier evening meal so we could've had some

time in the evenings. I was really looking forward to Simon's talks. Best wishes, Anne”. (Anne McGregor).

“Value for money bird watching trips for birders on a budget”
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Knot (RH)
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