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Friday 23rd May to Monday 26th May 2014 

Trip Leader:  
 

Richard Hanman (Bargain Birding Club) 
 

Local Guides: 
 

Matt Robinson (Bat walk at Slapton Ley) 

Nick Binnie (Reserve Manager, Slapton Ley) 

Nik Ward (Bird Ringer, Slapton Ley) 

Dave Smallshire (Yarner Wood & Bovey Valley) 

Stephen Edwards (Warden, Dawlish Warren) 
 

Trip Guests: 
 

George & Margaret Wise, Warren & Liz Mann, Rob & Lorna Reid, Nigel & Judy Davies, Lesley Frizell, 

Ed & Jane Towne, Wendy Brownrigg, Giuseppe Raffa, Tom Clarke, Geraldine Savage, Jackie Purnell, 

Arthur Parry, Ann Wagstaff, Judith Foster, Jude Brown, Christine Baker, Janice and Claire Strickfuss. 

DELIGHTFUL DEVON 
(Slapton Ley, Prawle Point, Yarner Wood, Dartmoor, Dawlish Warren) 

Bargain Birders at Yarner Wood (WB) 



Friday 23rd May 2014 

 

This trip was organised by Bargain Birding 

Club for members and friends of RSPB 

Medway Local Group. Most of the 23 guests 

were repeat ‘Bargain Birders’ on their 2nd or 

3rd trip with the club. For others it was their 

first trip so we quickly made them feel 

welcome and looked after. Guests were aged 

37 > 80 years, the average = 61 years young! 

 

Guests travelled independently from various 

parts of the UK (or in Tom’s case from 

Mallorca in Spain) to Slapton Ley in Devon.  

 

Slapton is one of 14 Field Study Centres 

(FSC’s) around the country that provide 

residential courses for nature study groups. 

The centre is located close to Slapton Ley 

National Nature Reserve (NNR) which is 

managed in partnership with Natural England. 

The Ley itself is the largest natural freshwater 

body in SW England and a fragile shingle bar is 

all that divides the lake from the sea.  

 

Our pre-arranged rendezvous time was 4pm at 

the FSC. Some guests left home at 6am and 

beat the Bank Holiday traffic, others were not 

so lucky arriving at 6pm. 

 

The ‘early birders’ were able to squeeze in a 

pub lunch at the Queens Arms in Slapton 

Village, and a quick scout around the reserve, 

on top of an already packed itinerary.  

 

This proved rewarding as Gannet, Gadwall, 

Great Crested Grebe, Canada Goose, Lesser 

Black-backed Gull, Greater Black-backed 

Gull, Chiffchaff, Mistle Thrush, Hobby and 

Common Buzzard were all seen in addition to 

the commoner garden and woodland birds.  

 

Judith also discovered a web of amazing 

caterpillars that we later discovered were 

that of the Lakey Moth. 
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Lakey Moth (RH) 

Slapton Ley NNR (RH) 

Gadwall (RH) 

Slapton Ley FSC (AP) 
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Everyone assembled in the garden for a welcome briefing with Andy Pratt (Head of 

Centre) who had to compete for attention with a very tame male and female Blackbird 

begging for cake crumbs. Dinner was served at 6.30pm and consisted of a delicious 

homemade lasagne (veggie and non-veggie options) followed by cheesecake. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After dinner most trip guests assembled for the pre-arranged bat walk with warden Matt 

Robinson. Matt delivered a very interesting introduction to bats which included the 

fascinating fact that different species emit echo-location at different frequencies, 

allowing us to identify them by sound with the aid of electronic bat detectors. 

 

Armed with some new knowledge, torches and fancy bat detectors set to 55HZ, we set 

off in pursuit of our first target species. We waited for a colony of Pipestrelle bats to 

emerge from their roost in the laundry room at the FSC. 20 minutes later we were still 

waiting …. nothing stirred. Undaunted, Matt led us on a pleasant stroll around the village 

and we re-set the detectors to 110HZ. Within minutes, Giuseppe’s bat detector sparked 

into life with a warbling-like sound announcing the appearance of a small colony of 

Lesser Horseshoe bats. This species is confined to the South West and parts of Wales and 

is sadly declining in numbers, so we felt quite privileged to spend 15 mins watching them 

emerge for their nocturnal feed and disappear into the dark. 

 

As we walked down Wood Lane, Giuseppe’s bat detector picked out Common Pipestrelle 

(45HZ) Soprano Pipestrelle (55HZ) and the distinctive ‘chip-chap’ clicks of Noctule 

(24HZ), Britain’s largest species of bat. 

Male Blackbird (RH) Female Blackbird (RH) 

At the small bridge over the River Gara, we re-tuned the detectors 

to 67HZ and added Daubenton’s bat flying low over the water.  

The huge smile on Giuseppe’s face was priceless.  
 

As our walk draw to a close, Arthur heard a Tawny Owl call, a fox 

barked from a nearby field, and the Start Point lighthouse flashed 3 

times every 10 seconds. Everyone was tucked up in bed by 11pm as 

we had a dawn chorus booked for 6am tomorrow!  

Giuseppe Raffa 

“Bat Detective” 



Saturday 24th May 2015 

 

Our day started with a beautiful dawn chorus walk with Nick Binnie, Reserve Manager at 

Slapton Ley NNR. As we walked through farmland with distant views over Start Bay, we 

could hear Cirl Bunting calling. We saw Wood Pigeon, Starling, House Sparrow, 

Jackdaw, Magpie, Pheasant, Common Buzzard, Cormorant, Chaffinch, Goldfinch, 

Coot, Tufted Duck, Mallard, Mute Swan, and Canada Goose. We also heard Wren, 

Dunnock, Song Thrush, Reed Warbler, Sedge Warbler, Cetti’s Warbler, Garden 

Warbler, Blackcap, Chiffchaff and Skylark.  
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Dawn overlooking Start Bay (RH) 

Our walk took us through woodland towards 

Lower Ley where we passed the ringers busy 

collecting their quarry from the mist nets. Judith 

kindly showed us a Reed Warbler being taken 

back to be processed. We had pre-arranged to 

spend more time with the bird ringers after 

breakfast, so we headed across the road to view 

the Ley. From the bridge we heard and then saw 

a Cirl Bunting singing from the top of a bush. 

Happy with our morning walk, we headed back up 

the lane to re-join the rest of our group for a full 

English or Continental breakfast at 8.15am. 

Reed Warbler (RH) 



At 9.15am we all headed down the lane to meet Nik Ward and his bird-ringing group. 

En-route we saw House Martin, Swift, Hobby and a Chiffchaff. Nik gave a fascinating 

talk about the importance of bird-ringing in providing scientific data to help our 

understanding of the fluctuations in bird populations. As Nik talked he produced various 

birds that had been trapped that morning from the little processing bags, allowing all 

the opportunity to observe Long-tailed Tit, Chiffchaff, Reed Warbler and a juvenile 

Robin at close quarters. Nik demonstrated how they attach a ring to the leg of each 

bird, how they measure wing length and, most interestingly, how they sex a bird by 

gently blowing on the breast feathers to reveal the presence of an inflated brooding 

pouch in females of the species. 

“Value for money bird watching trips for birders on a budget” 

Juvenile Robin (RH) 

Reed Warbler (RH) 

Long-tailed Tit (RH) 

We showed our appreciation and bid farewell to Nik 

and his team and then continued on our walk 

through the wood bordering Slapton Ley. 

 

Woodland mosses, lichens, ferns and flowers were 

abundant including Bluebell, Red Campion, Herb 

Robert, Greater Stitchwort, Foxglove and Penny 

Wort. Canada Goose, Mallard, Mute Swan and Great 

Crested Grebe were present on the Ley. 

Reed Warbler & Chiffchaff (WB) 

Bargain Birders (RH) Reed Warbler nest (JF) 

Chiffchaff (RH) 



A pair of Blue Tits were busy feeding caterpillars to their brood in a hole in the wall of 

a stone building by the reserve entrance. Pond snails were present at the waters edge. 
 

Our walk continued along the boardwalk through the reedbeds to an abandoned farm 

where floral treats included Southern Marsh Orchid and Ramsons. A Fox Moth 

caterpillar posed for photographs and there were visible signs of Otter and Badger.  
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Blue Tit (RH)  Slapton Ley (WB) 

Southern Marsh  
Orchid (RH) 

Judith, Christine & Anne (RH) 

Pond Snails (WB) 

The path out of the nature reserve took us past a pond which contained American 

Wigeon, Puna Teal, Ringed Teal, Carolina Wood Duck and Egyptian Goose! – not 

exotic escapees though I’m afraid - part of a local villager’s private captive collection. 

Slapton Ley (WB) 

Fox Moth (RH) 



Lunch back at Slapton FSC was extended due to brief shower but at 1.30pm we were all 

raring to go to Prawle Point. As we walked the stunning coastal footpath, new birds 

added to our trip list included Barn Swallow, Linnet, Stonechat, Common Whitethroat, 

Kittiwake, Cormorant, Oystercatcher, Stock Dove and … eventually … we all got good 

views of Cirl Bunting … our target bird! A Yellowhammer was also heard but not seen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Our 6.30pm fish and chip supper back at Slapton Ley FSC, was followed by part 1 of a 

fun quiz which had everyone laughing and having fun at the end of a great day. At the 

half way stage “The Europeans” and “Sleepy Dwarves” were tying for first place, with 

“The Sunbirds” and “Arthur’s Angels” not far behind and all to play for tomorrow! 
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Prawle Point (RH) 

Thrift (WB) 

Male Stonechat (RH) 

Female Stonechat (RH) 

Cirl Bunting (WB) 



Bargain Birders at Slapton Ley (AP) 

Slapton Ley FSC (JF) 



Bargain Birders at Slapton Ley (RH) 

Is it a blackbird on a dark night or has Arthur still got his lens cap on? 



Slapton Ley (GS) 

Slapton Ley (JF) 



Prawle Point (JF) 

Prawle Point (JF) 



Sunday 25th May 2014 

 

A lie-in before breakfast was much appreciated by most. At 9.15am we set off to Yarner 

Wood where we met Dave Smallshire, our guide for the day. Yarner Wood is a fabulous 

ancient, deciduous woodland managed by English Nature on the edge of Dartmoor 

National Park. The hide in the car park produced close up views of Blue Tit, Great Tit, 

Coal Tit, Marsh Tit, Nuthatch, Great Spotted Woodpecker and Chaffinch.                         

Top-billing though went to 8 drake Mandarin Ducks and a swimming Brown Rat! 
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Coal Tit (RH) 

Nuthatch (RH) Great Spotted Woodpecker (WB) 

Marsh Tit (RH) 

Brown Rat (RH) 

Mandarin Duck (RH) Yarner Wood hide (JF) 



Dave eased us from the hide, and led us around the ‘Green Trail’. Almost immediately we 

got cracking views of Wood Warbler and fleeting glimpses of Pied Flycatcher. As we 

watched box 103 we all had an ‘awww’ moment as a baby Blue Tit fledged its nest. 

“Value for money bird watching trips for birders on a budget” 

Wood Warbler (RH) Blue Tit (RH) 

We followed the path alongside Woodcock Stream. 

The beauty of Yarner Wood revealed itself in ‘50 

shades of green’ – holly, oak, rowan, ferns, lichens, 

mosses and herbaceous plants. As we walked we 

heard Redstart and Goldcrest but didn’t lock onto 

either. We did see Mistle Thrush, Wren, Buzzard and 

a flock of Canada Geese flying overhead. 
 

The Pied Flycatcher nest boxes visible from the 

hide were all quiet – suggesting that the young had 

already fledged and dispersed into the wood.  
 

At 1pm we drove to Trendlebere Down for lunch. 

Willow Warbler and Siskin serenaded us as we 

enjoyed the scenic vista over Dartmoor. 
 

A walk through the scrub soon picked up Dunnock, 

Grey Heron, Stonechat and Tree Pipit – the latter 

flew in a circle above our heads before coming to 

rest in a bush just a few feet away from us! 

Dunnock (RH) 

Tree Pipit (RH) 

Trendlebere Down, Dartmoor (WB) 



We drove on to Bovey Valley Woods (near Lustleigh) which are managed by the 

Woodland trust. A beautiful walk along the river (which was in full flow) produced a 

young family of Nuthatch as the only significant birds as sadly we dipped on the Dipper! 

This miss was compensated somewhat by seeing Beautiful Damoiselle, and Pearl-

bordered Fritillary, Brimstone and Orange-tip butterflies. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We bid farewell to Dave at 4.40pm and wished him well on his forthcoming dragonfly-

spotting trips to Spain and Bulgaria, and then set off back to Slapton Ley FSC for dinner 

and round 2 of the quiz. The quiz itself was a highlight for many as it gave us the 

opportunity to chat and relax … and be competitive of course! A winner was eventually 

declared after 3 rounds of tie-breaker questions from the audience – Well done to  

Nigel & Judy Davies, Rob & Lorna Reid and Wendy Brownrigg – aka “The Sunbirds”. 

Pearl-bordered Fritillary( RH) Beautiful Damoiselle (RH) 

“Value for money bird watching trips for birders on a budget” 

Dave Smallshire (DS) 

Bovey Valley Woods (WB) 



Luckily not the only 

Oystercatcher we saw (AP) 
Bargain Birders at Yarner Wood (AP) 

Yarner Wood (JF) 



Monday 26th May 2014 
 

After breakfast a few in the group decided to set off directly for home, mindful of the 

long journey ahead or the ‘got to be back at work first thing in the morning’ feeling. 

The majority of us though stuck to the schedule and drove to Dawlish Warren where we 

were shown around this small but beautiful reserve by the warden Stephen Edwards. 
 

Out at sea we added Common Scoter, Sanderling and Sandwich Tern to our trip list, 

as well as first sightings for some of Gannet. On the river Exe estuary, we added Dunlin 

and Ringed Plover as well as Shelduck, Herring Gull and Cormorant. In the scrub we 

saw Greenfinch and a singing Common Whitethroat. On the pond by the visitors centre 

we had Little Grebe, Mallard and Moorhen. Other notables were Swallow, GBB Gull, 

Goldfinch, Linnet, Dunnock, Blackbird, Blue Tit, Great Tit, Starling, Crow and Magpie. 

Plant-wise we saw Southern Marsh Orchid, Wild Asparagus, Tree Lupin, Eyebright 

and Evening Primrose. A Comma added to our butterfly trip list. As we headed back to 

the car park a few in the group caught sight of a Kittiwake and another Cirl Bunting! 
 

At 3.30pm we said our goodbyes and wished everyone a safe journey back home.      

The trip record shows 80 birds, 10 butterflies, moths & dragonflies, and 7 mammals. 
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Whitethroat (RH) Small Copper (RH) Wild Asparagus (RH) 

Dawlish Warren (RH) 
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From me to you … 
 

A massive thank you to you all for your continued loyal support of 'Bargain Birding Club' - 

without you we wouldn't have a club. It never ceases to amaze me that whatever I put in 

front of you ... hills, sand dunes, styles, late nights, early mornings, etc. you all crack on 

regardless. Having said that ... I will build in a little more free-time between walks next 

time. Thanks again, Richard. (Trip Leader & General Manager, Bargain Birding Club). 
 

From you to me … 
 

“Thank you for all you did in making this such a lovely weekend. The organising, 

arranging to take me down, all the different places we went to, the birds, the plants, the 

views, the creatures we saw, the way you were cheerful and pointed out and identified, 

everything made it so enjoyable”. (Judith Foster). 
 

“Thank you for organising a great trip! I’m sure everyone had a great time. I personally 

loved every minute, even if my legs were complaining a bit!! You do a tremendous job 

and make it all look so effortless, which I am sure it is not”. (Lesley Frizell). 
 

“Bird watching was first class and the people really made this trip”. (Rob & Lorna Reid). 
 

“Just wanted to say thank you for a fabulous weekend, and of course for all the driving 

you did. It really was a wonderful weekend, the study centre was the perfect venue, the 

food delicious, the company lovely, the scenery & wildlife fabulous”. (Wendy Brownrigg). 
 

“Thanks for organising such a super trip – I really enjoyed myself and the members were 

so friendly and obliging with ‘scope’ views. The quiz’s were great fun and really made the 

evenings along with the table tennis … haven’t laughed so much in years. Memorable 

moments for me were the baby Blue Tit, Tree Pipit and Cirl Bunting”. (Arthur Parry). 
 

“Thanks for organising such a splendid trip. You even organised the weather! It was so 

nice to have the services of Dave Smallshire and to see bird-ringing”. (Jude Brown). 
 

“I had a great time and that's mostly down to your hard work organising the whole trip 

and the wonderful people that made it so much fun. The variety of habitats made it very 

interesting, I could have stayed on for a few more days”. (Jackie Purnell).                    
 

“Thank you for organising such a great weekend. We both enjoyed it very much. Lovely 

part of the world … and to think I spent a lot of time at Plymouth with the navy and 

didn't realise all that was on the doorstep”. (George Wise). “It was lovely to be in the 

company of Claire & Janice 2 lovely, warm and kind individuals. They really made the 

weekend for me”. (Margaret Wise). 
 

“I really enjoyed the trip, the welcome received from you and everyone”. (Tom Clarke). 
 

“Thanks again for a truly successful trip. I liked the fact there was such a variety of 

activities too,apart from the birding. Keep up the good work and I would like you to 

reserve a place for Norfolk”. (Christine Baker). 



DEVON TRIP LIST (23RD TO 26TH  May 2014) 

Little Grebe Coot Pied Wagtail Pied Flycatcher 

Great Crested Grebe Oystercatcher Grey Wagtail Great Tit 

Gannet Ringed Plover Wren Blue Tit 

Cormorant Sanderling Dunnock Coal Tit 

Little Egret Dunlin Robin Marsh Tit 

Grey Heron Black-headed Gull Redstart (H) Long-tailed Tit 

Mute Swan Herring Gull Stonechat Nuthatch 

Canada Goose Lesser Black-back Gull Mistle Thrush Magpie 

Shelduck Great Black-backed Gull Song Thrush Carrion Crow 

Mandarin Duck Kittiwake Blackbird Rook 

Mallard Sandwich Tern Garden Warbler (H) Jackdaw 

Gadwall Stock Dove Blackcap (H) Starling 

Tufted Duck Wood Pigeon Common Whitethroat House Sparrow 

Common Scoter Tawny Owl (H) Sedge Warbler Chaffinch 

Marsh Harrier Swift Reed Warbler Greenfinch 

Common Buzzard Barn Swallow Cetti’s Warbler (H) Goldfinch 

Common Kestrel House Martin Willow Warbler Linnet 

Hobby Gt. Spotted Woodpecker Wood Warbler Siskin 

Pheasant (H) Skylark Chiffchaff Yellowhammer (H) 

Moorhen Tree Pipit Goldcrest (H) Cirl Bunting 

BUTTERFLIES, MOTHS & DRAGONFLIES 

Green-veined White Brimstone Small Copper Pearl-border Fritillary 

Orange Tip Speckled Wood Lackey Moth Fox Moth 

Common Blue Damselfly Beautiful Damoiselle 

OTHER NOTABLES (MAMMALS & PLANTS) 

Red Fox (H) Brown Rat Rabbit Lesser Horseshoe Bat 

Common Pipestrelle Bat Soprano Pipestrelle Bat Daubenton’s Bat Strapwort 

Southern Marsh Orchid Valerian Red/Pink/White Ivy-leaved Toadflax Evening Primrose 

Red & White Campion Ragged Robin Greater Stitchwort Penny (Navel) Wort 

All photographs in this report were taken during the trip by the following people: 
RH = Richard Hanman; WB = Wendy Brownrigg; AP = Arthur Parry; GS = Geraldine Savage; JF = Judith Foster 
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