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Seawatch at Titchwell (AP) BBC with Dominic Couzens 



Guests car-shared or travelled independently for our midday rendezvous at the 

International Centre for Birds of Prey (ICBP) near Gloucester. This scheduled stop not 

only allowed us to break up the long journey from Kent to Pembrokeshire, but it also 

gave us the opportunity to have a quick look around the Forest of Dean. En-route we 

picked up 3 wild raptors in the shape of Red Kite, Common Buzzard and Kestrel, in 

addition to House Martin, Swallow, Woodpigeon, Magpie, Rook and Carrion Crow. 
 

The ICBP is the worlds oldest Bird of Prey Centre and is run by Jemima Parry-Jones MBE 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jemima_Parry-Jones - an authority on all Birds of Prey.     

Its primary function as a captive breeding and conservation centre is to support the re-

introduction of many endangered birds of prey species throughout the world. 
 

We began our visit with a walk around the flowering climber-strewn aviaries and outdoor 

perches showcasing UK native birds of prey such as Kestrel, Merlin, Peregrine, Barn 

Owl, Tawny Owl, Common Buzzard, Red Kite and White-tailed Sea Eagle. 

This trip was organised by Bargain Birding Club for friends and members of the RSPB 

Maidstone Local Group and RSPB Medway Local Group. 5 of the 9 strong guest list were 

repeat ‘Bargain Birders’ on their 4th or 5th trip with the club, but we also had the pleasure 

of making new members Jean Howland, Pam Goode, Jacqui Frances and Richard 

Marchese feel welcome and looked after. Trip guests were aged from 42 to 79 years, with 

the average being 65 years young! Trip leaders were Richard Hanman and Simon Ginnaw. 
 

This trip was originally planned for 5 days but had to be extended to 7 days as a 

consequence of some rather unseasonal British summer weather which delayed our island 

exit from Skokholm by 2 days – much to almost everyone’s delight! 

Wednesday 22nd July 2015 – International Centre for Birds of Prey 

Jemima Parry-Jones MBE (RH) Barn Owl (RH) 
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Barn Owl (RH) 

Merlin (RH) Kestrel (RH) 

White-tailed Sea Eagle (RH) 

Peregrine (RH) 

Red Kite (RH) Buzzard (RH) 



We then shifted our focus to more exotic species that afforded everyone up close and 

personal encounters with birds such as Andean Condor, European Black Vulture, 

Egyptian Vulture, Lappet-faced (Nubian) Vulture, Turkey Vulture, Red-tailed Buzzard, 

Ashy-faced Owl, Burrowing Owl, Ferruginous Pygmy Owl, Great Grey Owl, Indian 

Eagle Owl, Milky-Eagle Owl, Vermiculated (Abyssiniain) Eagle Owl, Northern Hawk 

Owl, Oriental Bay Owl, Snowy Owl, Tengmalm’s Owl, Ural Owl, Grey-buzzard Eagle, 

Brahminy Kite, Yellow-billed Kite, Harris Hawk and Common Caracara. We had tea and 

cake in the café and then took our seats in the outdoor arena for the flying displays. 
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Andean 
Condor (RH) 

Lappet-faced 
(Nubian) 
Vulture (RH) Black Vulture (RH) 

Yellow-billed Kite (RH) Brahminy Kite (RH) Common Caracara (RH) 

Turkey Vulture (RH) Red-tailed Buzzard (RH) Grey Buzzard-Eagle (RH) 

Egyptian Vulture (RH) 
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Burrowing 
Owl (RH) 

Great Grey Owl (RH) Ferruginous 
Pygmy 
Owl (RH) 

Ashy-faced 
Owl (RH) 

Milky Eagle Owl (RH) 
Oriental Bay Owl (RH) 

Indian 
Eagle 
Owl 
(RH) 

Northern Hawk Owl (RH) 

Ural Owl (RH) Snowy 
Owl (RH) 



We were lucky enough to observe two separate flying displays led by Jemima and her 

team. This was the highlight of the day and it was amazing to admire the aerial grace of 

the Harris Hawk and Red Kite; the lightning speed of the Lanner Falcon; the beauty of the 

Barn Owl; the comedy show put on by the Burrowing Owl; the cheekiness of the 

Vermiculated (Abyssinian) Eagle Owl; and the deadly physique of the Grey Buzzard-Eagle! 

“Value for money bird watching trips for birders on a budget” 

At 5pm, we called it a day and made our way back to the car park, stopping briefly to 

browse the well-stocked shop for an appropriate souvenir. 

 

We drove the short distance to the Holiday Inn Express in Gloucester, checked in and then 

re-grouped in the bar to quench our thirst and give everyone the opportunity to get to 

know each other a little bit better. Dinner was in the delightful Bumblebee Pub next door, 

which served a superb 3-course meal with very generous portions. With an early start 

tomorrow, most guests retired to bed early in anticipation of a long day ahead. 

Barn Owl (RH) 

Burrowing 
Owl (RH) 

Burrowing Owl (RH) 

Barn Owl (RH) 
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Grey Buzzard-Eagle (RH) 

Common Buzzard (RH) 

Lanner 
Falcon (RH) 

Verniculated 
Owl (RH) 

Harris Hawk (RH) 

Common 
Buzzard  

(RH) 



After breakfast we collected our pre-arranged packed lunches and set off at 8.30am for 

the RSPB Nagshead Reserve near Parkend in the Forest of Dean. In front of the toilet 

block / info centre (only open weekends and Bank Holidays) Simon quickly identified the 

droppings of Roe Deer and Fallow Deer, engaging everyone with his knowledge of poo!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday 23rd July 2015 – RSPB Nagshead, Forest of Dean 
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Fallow Deer droppings, flattened on one side (RH) Roe Deer droppings, smaller and rounder (RH) 

From the car park we took the path to the Lower Hide which passes through open scrub 

and glorious woodland before reaching the hide overlooking a pond. Hearing birds was no 

problem, seeing them however proved a little trickier. We heard Siskin, Goldcrest, Coal 

Tit, Wren, Chiffchaff, Song Thrush, Chaffinch, Goldfinch and Treecreeper; and added 

glimpses of Great Spotted Woodpecker, Jay, Nuthatch, Blue Tit, Great Tit and 

Blackbird to our trip list. Jacqui and Jayne were fortunate enough to see Wild Boar! 

Simon pointed out some distinctive claw marks up the side 

of a conifer tree which he suspected were made by a Pine 

Martin. The only mammal we saw though was a Squirrel!  

At the Lower Hide, we all got great views of a pair of 

Kingfisher diving from over-hanging branches to catch fish. 

We watched these amazing birds stun the fish by banging 

them against a branch before swallowing them whole! 

Signs of Pine Martin (RH) 

Kingfisher (JF) 



As we re-traced our steps the sun came out and a patch of thistles swarmed with 

butterflies. We picked out Comma, Ringlet, Meadow Brown, Gatekeeper, Large White, 

Speckled Wood and Painted Lady … but the star species was Silver-washed Fritillary. 

Under sheets of metal placed by the warden we carefully observed sleeping Slow Worms. 
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Ringlet (RH) Silver-washed 
Fritillary (RH) 

Gatekeeper (RH) 

Ringlet (RH) 

Meadow Brown (RH) 



We made a quick stop at Campbell Hide but the water had dried out so we cut our losses 

and headed into Parkend to the Fountain Inn to look for Dipper on Oakwood Brook. 

Richard L. and Brian got lucky as they flushed the bird upstream and then out of sight! 

With lunch time declared we ate our sandwiches in the 

garden of the 250-year old pub, washed down with a 

beer, cup of tea or coffee. A Buzzard flew overhead. 

 

Richard H. went exploring for the Dipper but had to be 

content with a moulting Grey Wagtail to add to a pair 

of Pied Wagtail and Starling seen in the pub car park. 

 

At 1pm we set off on the 3 hour second leg of our 

journey to Haverfordwest and to our hotel for the 

evening – the Silverdale Lodge at Johnston. 

 

Although not as glamorous at the Holiday Inn, our 

accommodation tonight was basic but practical. The 

home-cooked food however served up by Kristian and 

his family was absolutely divine. Their hospitality was 

also legendary, even agreeing to serve a full cooked 

breakfast at 5.30am in the morning to allow us to 

prepare for the boat to Skokholm on a full stomach! 

Friday 24th July 2015 – Skokholm, Pembrokeshire 

The weather forecast for today was not good. Indeed – the weather forecast for Friday, 

Sunday and Monday was not good! Earlier in the month we had seen the hottest July 

temperatures on record for the UK. Now the temperature had dropped to 15oC by day 

and as low as 5oC at night – it felt more like October than July! Nevertheless, Simon and 

the rest of the group had a boat to catch. This was Simon’s opportunity to step up and 

guide solo on a ‘Bargain Birding Club’ trip for the first time. 
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Oakwood Brook (RH) 

Getting ready to board (RH) ‘To me to you’ (RH) 
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Ann (RH) Brian (RH) “Bon Voyage!” (RH) 

Jean (RH) Richard L. & Richard M. (RH) 

Simon & Jayne Ginnaw (RH) Jacqui (RH) Pam (RH) 



We unloaded our cars at the quay and then parked them safely at West Hook Farm.                  

At the harbour we added Stonechat, Oystercatcher and Herring Gull to our trip list. 

 

Transport to Skokholm was the ‘Dale Princess’ and she arrived at 7.30am on the dot. To 

load the boat we formed a human chain and passed luggage ‘from me to you’ style until 

everything and everyone was on-board. As the boat departed the rain became heavier! 

Richard H. waved goodbye to the intrepid explorers and Simon assumed the role of 

‘Group Leader’. Simon picks up the trip report from here. 

It wasn’t long before we spotted our first seabirds; 

Shag, Cormorant, Puffin, Guillemot and Razorbill 

all out at sea. As we approached ‘Dream Island’ the 

sea and sky was full of Puffins, what a fantastic 

welcome they gave us to their home.   

 

After our wet but enjoyable voyage we floated into 

the quay where the warden (Richard Brown) 

greeted us with a big smile! Our first job was to re-

form our human chain to unload all our luggage – all 

the time being watched by Atlantic Grey Seals as 

they ‘bottled’ in the water. 

 

Our luggage was placed in the islands small yellow 

dumper truck and then driven up to the 

Observatory and cottage accommodation. Once in 

the courtyard our human chain was to put into 

practice yet again to unload into the Wheel House. 

This would be our dining room for the next few 

days and has a large ship’s wheel placed high above 

the table – salvaged from an shipwrecked boat. 
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Atlantic Grey  Seal (RM) Arriving on Skokholm (SG) 

Skokholm 
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‘Bargain Birders’ in the Wheel House (SG) Relaxing by the wood burner (RM) 

Accommodation on Skokholm (RM) 

Well-equipped kitchen (SG) 
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Warden Rich Brown, Assistant Warden Gisselle Eagle, and their 3 volunteers welcomed us 

with big smiles and a much appreciated hot drink as we sat down for our H&S briefing.  

Rich gave an introduction to the island before breaking the news that due to the weather 

we may not be able to leave the island until Wednesday morning! – This was greeted with 

a mixture of delight (7 days for the price of 5) and concern (have we got enough food and 

wine) to last within the group. Undaunted, we were allocated our rooms and spent the 

rest of the morning settling in. 

 

In the afternoon we joined Warden Rich for a guided walk around Skokholm. We had a 

fascinating time learning all about the island, the observatory, and its fantastic wildlife. 

Rich and Giselle have been wardens on Skokhom for 3 years so have an excellent 

knowledge of the island. They quickly put us on to Chough, Raven, Great Black-backed 

Gull, Fulmar, Meadow Pipit, Rock Pipit and lots of Wheatear. We were also fortunate 

that Richard could show us a Manx Shearwater chick called ‘Lucky Number 6’, and we 

listened to Storm Petrel chicks calling from within the safety of the Quarry wall. 

Meadow Pipit (RM) Raven (RM) 

Fulmar (RM) 

Manx Shearwater (RM) 

Wheatear (RM) 

‘Lucky No 6’ (SG) 

Great Black-backed Gull (SG) 
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Halfway around we climbed Skokholm Lighthouse (Richard and Giselle’s home) which has 

fabulous views of the sea and the island. We finished our walk amongst the Puffin colony 

at Crab Bay – much to everyone’s delight - with many at very close quarters! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

After dinner we sat down in the cosy Common Room to log the day’s sightings and then 

popped outside to watch ‘Stormies’ return to their nest in the wall outside the Cottage.  

Each pair of Storm Petrel takes it in turn to incubate the eggs and young during the day, 

switching over at nightfall. At 11.30pm a few of the group were still up, even after such a 

long day, and were rewarded with a chance to head out across the island with the 

volunteer bird ringers. We managed to get close to 8 ‘Manxies’ and thousands more were 

flying and calling all around us – their call referred to as fairies throwing up!  In the early 

hours of the morning we settled down to bed, serenaded by the ‘Manxies’ outside the 

window. What a fabulous first day on the beautiful island of Skokholm! 

Puffin (RM) 

Puffin (SG) 

Puffin (SG) 

Puffin (RM) Lighthouse (RM) 
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Silver Birches at RSPB Arne  

Wheatear (RM) 

Puffin (JF) Puffin (JF) 

Sedge Warbler (JF) 
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Silver Birches at RSPB Arne  

Puffin (JF) 

Puffin (JF) 



Day 2 on Skokholm was bathed in sunshine. A glorious day for exploring the island! We 

spent the morning doing our own thing – watching the bird ringing, taking a long walk, or 

having a much needed lay in. At midday we met up for our privately chartered RIB sea 

safari to the gannetry at Grassholm and around the larger island of Skomer. First things 

first though we had to don some rather fetching all in one waterproof onesies! 

Saturday 25th July 2015 – Sea safari to Grassholm Gannetry 

‘Manxie’ (SG) 

Gannet (RM) 

Gannet (RM) 

All suited and booted, on-board and ready to go we 

set a course for Grassholm, an island owned by the 

RSPB and home to over 90,000 Gannets and other 

seabirds. As we set off on our exhilarating ride 

across the waves, we soon spotted various auk 

species and one of us spied a Harbour Porpoise.  
 

On arrival at Grassholm the skipper turned off the 

engine so that we could soak up the amazing 

spectacle that was thousands of Northern Gannet 

flying over our heads and around the island. 
 

We then completed a sea-circuit around Skomer 

before returning to Skokholm. Back on dry land we 

slowed the pace down with a relaxing drink at the 

Observatory and logged the days sightings. Richard 

Lusted had to leave the group at this point via the 

RIB, as he had an urgent appointment back home. 
 

As dusk approached we all headed back outside 

with the ringers in search of Storm Petrels. Once 

our eyes had adjusted to the dark we became 

aware of the bat-like ‘Stormies’ flying around us 

just in front of our faces – what an experience! Erin 

produced an infra-red camera that afforded 

everyone spectacular views. We retired to our beds 

tired but sporting huge smiles – absolutely magical! 
Farewell Richard (RM) 
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Grassholm gannetry (SG) 

Grassholm gannetry (RM) 

‘Manxie’ (JF) 



Sunday 26th July 2015 – Sea-watching on Skokholm 

Gannet (RM) 
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With rain and strong winds forecast it soon became clear 

that we were very unlikely to be leaving the island and 

heading home tomorrow. So after a morning relaxing and 

doing our own thing, we met for lunch and a catch up, 

swapping stories from the rainy morning. 

 

In the afternoon the strong westerlies battering the 

island from the Atlantic meant that conditions were 

perfect for sea-watching so a few hardy souls braved the 

wind and rain and headed to the Lighthouse where a 

small hide offered some shelter from the weather. 

However, the glass windows were not fairing too well 

against the sea spray and rain so Brian braved the 

outdoors to clear the windows. We were rewarded with 

great views of Manx Shearwaters literally shearing the 

waves, and Gannets sweeping past the cliffs. A little bit 

of counting allowed us to gauge that 41 ‘Manxies’ were 

flying past a minute – incredible!  A true spectacle!  

Day 3 finished with our daily Log at 9pm in the Common Room over a glass of wine or 

cuppa, sharing stories and catching up with the daily sightings. 

Monday 27th July 2015 – Skokholm, Pembrokeshire 

Today was our bonus day! With winds reaching 45mph there was no way we could safely 

leave the island. So after breakfast we met at ‘The Bench’ ready to head off to the 

Northern Plain - an open area of grassland and Thrift on the northern side of the island. 

The winds were again hitting Skokholm from the west so this was a blustery walk for all. 

We watched Fulmars flying along the cliff faces at Little Bay and North Gully, enjoying the 

spectacle as they scaled the cliffs using the strong winds. Several birds were visiting their 

big fluffy chicks at the nest. Fulmar chicks are often double the size of their mum and dad 

due to their rich fishy diet which helps them grow and withstand the cold summer 

temperatures on the exposed cliffs.  

After a coffee break back 

at base we braved ‘The 

Neck’ – a grassland area 

rich in floral such as Wild 

Pansy, Sea Campion, Bog 

Pimpernel, Rock Sea 

Spurrey, Kidney Vetch 

and Bird’s-foot Trefoil. Rock Sea Spurrey (RM) Bog Pimpernel (RM) 

Manx Shearwaters (RM) 
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Mad Bay (SG) 

Grassholm Gannetry (SG) 

Crab Rocks (SG) 

Coastline off ‘The Neck’ (SG) 

Skokholm coastline (RM) 

Skokholm coastline (RM) 
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‘Bargain Birders’ enjoying the sights and sounds of Skokholm (SG) 
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After lunch a few of the group set off to explore the South Coast Path which runs along 

the cliff tops marking the Southern edge of the island. It is a beautiful and wild walk, with 

rugged lichen encrusted cliffs, and the Atlantic Ocean crashing against the rocks with 

impressive force. It’s also a great place to watch Ravens patrolling their territory and 

Black Rabbits grazing the sward. Monday ended with dinner and our daily sightings log. 

Skokholm Black Rabbit (RM) Slow Worms (RM) 

A bright and sunny day greeted our second bonus day on the island! There was a chance 

we might be able to leave in the afternoon so we agreed to wait until 10.30am for a catch 

up with the warden. After a few calls to the boatman though it became clear we were not 

heading off the island today so we prepared ourselves for another day on ‘Dream Island’! 
 

At 11am we set off to walk the southern and western parts of the island. Lots of Wheatear 

and Rock Pipit were gracing the cliff tops. As we wandered along the western edge of the 

island we could see a large squadron of Gannets swarming out at sea. Despite a lengthy 

visual they were just a bit too far away to see if they were following any cetaceans. 
 

After lunch we all did our own thing, enjoying our last few hours on this magical island. 

Tuesday 28th July 2015 – Skokholm, Pembrokeshire 

The peace and tranquillity of Skokholm (RM) 
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Wednesday 29th July 2015 – Heading home 

It was an early start to facilitate a smooth transition of guests on the island. We had to 

be out of our rooms by 7am and fed by 7.30am to enable Giselle and the volunteers to 

clean and tidy in time for the new guests arriving. At 8am we received the news that our 

boatman could not row out to his boat as the water was still too choppy! At 9am we 

finally got the signal that our island exit was go, go, go! 

 

Rich and Simon lifted the bags onto the dumper truck and we all walked down to the 

quay where we loaded the boat. As we drifted away from the island out of South Bay, it 

was clear that we had all adjusted to island life and had fallen in love with Skokholm. We 

were all very lucky to have spent a couple of extra days on ‘Dream Island’ and to have 

had such a welcoming and friendly team to host us. Our journey back to the mainland 

marked the end of yet another memorable ‘Bargain Birding Club’ holiday. The mutual 

silence and a few shed tears emphasized just how much the island and its wonderful 

wildlife had captured our hearts and we were all sorry to be leaving. 

 

At Martin’s Haven we unloaded our luggage on to the beach then retrieved our cars from 

West Hook Farm. After fond farewells we set off on the long 6 hour journey back to Kent. 

Skokholm has a rich history and one of its most 

famous accounts resolves around the shipwreck of 

‘Alice Williams’. Here BBC trip guest Jean Howland 

picks up the story.  

 

“When Robert Lockley was desperate to get the 

island up and running as an bird observatory again, 

everything was against him with no funds or 

materials to restore the island buildings. Everything 

changed when the ‘Alice Williams’ was shipwrecked 

in a bay off the island as he managed to buy the 

salvage rights for £5. The bay is now appropriately 

known as Wreck Bay. The cargo had enough coal to 

keep him going for several years and the ships 

timbers provided the materials to repair all the 

crumbling buildings. The ships wheel is mounted 

overhead in the ‘Wheelhouse’. The ships figurehead 

was placed on the cliffs looking out to sea and 

remained there for many years until friends made a 

replica for the cliffs and placed the original back in 

the safety of the ‘Wheelhouse’. Other ship artefacts 

such as lamps are apparent everywhere and there is 

a stained glass window in the loo to depict the 

tale. Without the wreck of ‘Alice Williams’ the 

island wouldn't be what it is today!” (Jean Howland). 

Artefacts from ‘Alice Williams’ (SG) 



A thank you from me: 
 

With 63 wild birds in 7 days, including some great ‘lifers’ for many, I’ll end this trip 

report by saying a massive thank you to our wildlife expert Simon Ginnaw. Thank you for 

stepping up to lead the group on Skokholm. I was really proud of you in the way that you 

assumed control and I would have no hesitation at all in booking your services as a 'solo 

guide' on future BBC trips.  
 
Thanks also must go to Wendy at the Welsh Wildlife Trust and Christine at Dale Sailing 

for helping organise all the behind the scenes logistics to help make this trip a huge 

success, and to Kristian Fuchs at Silverdale Lodge for your amazing food and hospitality. 
 
On behalf of the group I would also like to thank Richard Brown and Giselle Eagle - the 

wardens on Skokholm. Your knowledge and passion to share it with all helps inspire others 

to look, observe and appreciate all things in the natural world. 

 

Finally, I must also say a big thank you to all ‘Bargain Birders’, young and old, new 

friends and familiar faces. Without your continued loyal support we wouldn’t have a club 

and I hope to welcome you all again on a future trip. As always, your patience, resilience 

and kind comments are heart-warming and spur me on to continue to arrange “Value for 

money bird watching trips for birders on a budget”. (Richard Hanman, BBC). 

 

 

Your feedback and trip highlights: 
 

“Just to thank you so much for arranging the trip to Skokholm. It was really great and far 

exceeded my expectations. What a wonderful experience it was - I can't believe that 

having spent all the money I have on expensive holidays, I enjoyed this one just so 

much. Sitting on a cliff with absolutely stunning scenery surrounded by thousands of 

Puffins was something else and they sat just feet from you! Please, please can you 

arrange it again for next summer and please can my name go at the top of the list? 

Definitely a holiday to be repeated!” (Jean Howland). 

 

“I am absolutely shattered this morning but very pleased to have done the trip which 

again was masterly organised by yourself. I will certainly go back to the Forest of Dean 

and spend some more time there and never forget my wonderful experience (albeit 

short) of Skokholm. I was able to go out with the ringers on Friday night to get the Manx 

Shearwaters coming in and one of the volunteers very kindly showed me a very 

cute Storm Petrol sitting on a nest on Saturday morning. We had some lovely walks on 

Friday and Saturday, the highlight for me being a very good view of 3 Choughs. 

The boat trip was really good and we were extremely lucky that we had unbroken 

sunshine and a fairly calm day.” (Richard Lusted). 

“Value for money bird watching trips for birders on a budget” 
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Silver Birches at RSPB Arne  

All photos in this trip report were taken by and reproduced with kind permission from                                                

Richard Marchese (RM), Jacqui Frances (JF), Richard Hanman (RH) and Simon Ginnaw (SG). 

“A very enjoyable extended trip, the only downside on returning to Kent being I picked 

up a nasty cold from one of the ringers on the island which has dragged me down since. 

I am now over the worst and starting to reflect on the holiday. The great appeal to me 

was the photographic opportunities. What better way to spend time on the island with 

only a handful of like minded people; to sit on the cliff tops and observe a strong 

sea and photograph the seabirds was great. I thought (the price) was spot on for an 

economy / budget trip and of course we were lucky in 'enduring' an extra couple of 

days on an idyllic island. Richard’s attention to detail on the two+ days on the mainland 

was excellent. Simon is a very knowledgeable young guy and I love his company when 

in the field. I would book another trip and refer BBC to others”. (Richard Marchese). 
 

“Sitting in our little ferry boat, it was with tears in my eyes that I said goodbye to 

Skokholm - and I was not the only one! That, perhaps, gives a measure of the affection 

I felt for the island and its inhabitants, especially the feathered kind. I have so many 

lovely photos to remember this trip, it seems impossible to choose just a small 

selection. The puffins, of course, took centre stage on the cliffs. What could be more 

wonderful than sitting on the grassy cliff with puffins at your feet? Manx Shearwaters 

gave nightly performances, along with the Storm Petrels in the quarry. Climbing down a 

cliff in the dark to see and hear them was only one of the adventures we had. Riding on 

the thrilling roller coaster dinghy towards Grassholm to see thousands of Gannets in the 

was yet another. What a wonderful wildlife adventure!” (Jacqui Frances). 

www.bargainbirdingclub.com 

‘Bargain Birders’ on Skokholm (RM) 



FOREST OF DEAN & PEMBROKESHIRE 
WILD BIRD LIST (63) 

Red Kite Oystercatcher Grey Heron Nuthatch 

Common Buzzard Herring Gull Mallard Treecreeper 

Kestrel Lesser Black-backed Gull Moorhen Great Spotted Woodpecker 

Peregrine Falcon Great Black-backed Gull Wren Chough 

Barn Swallow Fulmar Robin Jackdaw 

House Martin Cory’s shearwater Blackbird Carrion Crow 

Willow Warbler Manx Shearwater Song Thrush Rook 

Sedge Warbler Storm Petrel Starling Raven 

Whitethroat Northern Gannet Coal Tit Magpie 

Chiffchaff Razorbill Blue Tit Jay 

Stonechat Guillemot Great Tit Woodpigeon 

Wheatear Puffin Kingfisher Collared Dove 

Goldcrest Curlew Dipper Rock Pipit 

Siskin Whimbrel Pied Wagtail Meadow Pipit 

Goldfinch Cormorant Grey Wagtail Reed Bunting 

Chaffinch Shag Skylark 

“Value for money bird watching trips for birders on a budget” 

UK CAPTIVE BIRD LIST – International Centre for Birds of Prey 

Barn Owl Common Buzzard Kestrel Merlin 

Peregrine Falcon Red Kite Tawny Owl White-tailed Sea Eagle 

WORLD CAPTIVE BIRD LIST – International Centre for Birds of Prey 

Andean Condor Egyptian Vulture Lanner Falcon Snowy Owl 

Ashy-faced Owl Ferruginous Pygmy Owl Lappet-faced Vulture Tengmalm’s Owl 

Black Vulture Grey Buzzard-Eagle Milky Eagle Owl Turkey Vulture 

Brahminy Kite Great Grey Owl Northern Hawk Owl Ural Owl 

Burrowing Owl Harris Hawk Oriental Bay Owl Vermiculated Eagle Owl 

Common Caracara Indian Eagle Owl Red-tailed Buzzard Verreaux’s Eagle 

Yellow-billed Kite 



“Value for money bird watching trips for birders on a budget” 

BUTTERFLIES & INSECTS 

Comma Gatekeeper Large White Meadow Brown 

Painted Lady Ringlet Speckled Wood Silver-washed Fritillary 

Red Admiral Peacock Small Heath Small Copper 

WILD FLOWERS 

Scarlet Pimpernel Bog Pimpernel Thrift Stinking Mayweed 

Ragwort Sea Campion Wild Pansy Kidney Vetch 

Bird’s-foot Trefoil Tufted Vetch Rock Sea Spurrey Common Thistle 

REPTILES & MAMMALS 

Slow Worm Grey Squirrel Wild Boar Black Rabbit 

Atlantic Grey Seal Harbour Porpoise House Mouse 

Puffins on Skokholm (RM) 



“Value for money bird watching trips for birders on a budget” 

Great Grey Owl (RH) 

 

Join us on another value for money holiday in 2016: 

 

• 11-14 March 2016 (4 days):          Slimbridge, Forest of Dean and Newport Wetlands 

 

• 30 April – 2 May 2016 (3 days):     France (Marquenterre, Crecy, Guines and Romelaere) 

 

• 26-30 May 2016 (5 days):             Norfolk (Snettisham, Titchwell, Cley, Hickling, etc.) 

 

• 14-18 July 2016 (5 days):             Pembrokeshire (Skokholm Island or Skomer Island) 

 

• 8-15 October 2016 (8 days):         Spain (Alicante and Murcia)  

 

Places go very quickly so to register your interest please contact Richard Hanman on                       

07785 707 797 or by email r.hanman1970@hotmail.co.uk or info@bargainbirdingclub.com  

 

Check our website for the latest itineraries and prices:  www.bargainbirdingclub.com   

 

Follow us on Flickr at: https://www.flickr.com/photos/94664252@N02/  

2016 Bargain Birding Club Holidays:  
www.bargainbirdingclub.com 
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