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Birdwatching on the Costa Blanca

Introduction:
This was the first overseas trip for ‘Bargain Birding Club’ and I’m happy to report that it was a huge
success. The timing of our trip was perfect as we caught the tail end of the summer migrants such
as Osprey, European Bee-eater, Collared Pratincole, Lesser Kestrel, Pallid Swift and Red-rumped
Swallow; and also the start of the winter influx of Booted Eagle, Bluethroat, Little Stint, Black-tailed
Godwit and Black-necked Grebe. Throw in some impressive residents such as Griffon Vulture, Great
Bustard, Stone Curlew, Greater Flamingo, Spoonbill, Squacco Heron, Glossy Ibis, Purple Swamphen,
Red-knobbed Coot, White-headed Duck, Hoopoe, Blue Rock Thrush, Azure-winged Magpie, Monk
Parakeet, Slender-billed Gull and Audouin’s Gull, and the 131 bird species recorded on this trip
meant many guests had multiple ‘lifers’ and a good time was had by all.

Saturday 26th September 2015: An introduction to Spain at ‘The Clot’
Our group assembled at 7.00am at Gatwick airport in good time for our 9.10am Monarch flight to
Alicante. Margaret and Christine had travelled to Spain some days earlier and joined our group
from Sunday onwards. After collecting our minibus and hire car from Alicante airport we were
checking into the Holiday Inn Playa de San Juan by 3.30pm and ready in reception 1 hour later for
our first taste of Spanish birding.
We headed to Clot de Galvany to give everyone the opportunity to see some familiar birds in
unfamiliar surroundings and ‘tick off’ some of the commoner Spanish birds. En-route we saw
Hobby, Yellow-legged Gull, Spotless Starling, Blackbird, Woodpigeon, Jackdaw, Carrion Crow,
House Sparrow, Collared Dove, Chaffinch, White Wagtail, Barn Swallow and House Martin.
In the car park at ‘The Clot’ was a flock of Red-rumped Swallow feeding low-over head. Serin and
Goldfinch called from the bushes and the scratchy call of Sardinian Warbler confirmed that it was
great to be back in Spain. We walked around to the raised observation platform overlooking the
pool and picked up White-headed Duck, Common Pochard, Red-crested Pochard, Teal, Shoveler,
Mallard, Coot, Moorhen, Little Grebe and Little Egret.

Moving on towards the hide on the opposite side of the pool we added Great Grey Shrike,
Common Buzzard, Black-winged Stilt, Cattle Egret, Great Reed Warbler and a small group of
juvenile Greater Flamingo. A Cetti’s Warbler called loudly from the reeds but remained hidden. At
8pm we returned to our hotel to allow time for everyone to chat and bond over dinner.
Red-rumped Swallow (RH)

Great Grey Shrike (RH)
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Serin (RH)

Greater Flamingos at ‘The Clot’ (RH)
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Sunday 27th September 2015: ‘The Clot’, Santa Pola and El Pinet
Sunrise

wasn’t until 7.30am so most guests enjoyed a moderate lie in before breakfast. Those that
did venture out into the hotel grounds enjoyed spectacular views of 3 Lesser Kestrels screeching
loudly as they swooped in front of a nearby apartment block. Pallid Swift soured high in the sky and
Spotless Starlings chattered from the palm trees.
At 9am we drove to Guardamar to pick up Christine and Margaret, and Gran Alicant to pick up Bryan.
With the whole group together we paid another visit to ‘The Clot’. We retraced our steps from the
evening before and were soon picking up new birds for our trip list in the shape of Common
Redstart, Stone Curlew, Hoopoe, Long-tailed Tit, Reed Warbler, Little Owl and Purple Swamphen.
Basking in the morning sun slumped over a palm tree stump was a non-venomous Ladder Snake.
At 12.30pm we headed for a lunch stop in the layby next to the tower at Santa Pola salinas. Here we
enjoyed good views of Avocet, Turnstone, Black-winged Stilt, Little Ringed Plover, Little Stint,
Dunlin, Common Sandpiper, Grey Heron, Slender-billed Gull and Yellow-legged Gull. Distant scope
views also pulled in Osprey, Marsh Harrier, Great White Egret, Greater Flamingo, Spoonbill, Little
Tern, Sandwich Tern and Great Crested Grebe. Two Kingfishers also flew past at high speed.
Greater Flamingo (RH)

Grey Heron (RH)
Little Ringed Plover (RH)

Turnstone (RH)

Greater Flamingo (RH)
Turnstone (MM)

BBC at Santa Pola (MM)
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At El Pinet the birds were distant. Amongst the Greater
Flamingo, Avocet and Black-winged Stilt we added Collared
Pratincole, Greenshank, Redshank, Kentish Plover,
Sanderling and Curlew Sandpiper to our trip list. A distant
Booted Eagle soured high in the sky above the mountains.

Greenshank (RH)

After a comfort stop at an El Pinet beach bar we headed
along the back roads towards El Hondo to find a recently
irrigated field full of egrets and Yellow Wagtails.

Little Egret (RH)

Cattle Egret (RH)

Cattle Egrets in a field near El Hondo (RH)

We moved on from the irrigated field and finally came across a
small flock of European Bee-eater that within days would be
heading south for winter. A Common Kestrel perched on a pylon.
After dropping off Margaret, Christine and Bryan we headed back
to our hotel near Alicante. In the hotel car park Pam picked up a
strange bird call. Giuseppe quickly scoped the bird on the hotel
TV aerial and confirmed it was a Common Crossbill.
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Bee-eaterStilt
(MM)
Black-winged

Monday 28th September 2015: Inland steppes in search of Bustard
I collected Margaret, Christine and Bryan before sunrise so that we could all breakfast together at
our hotel. At 8.30am we departed en-masse for the open, rolling grassland steppe area near Bonete
and picked up Raven, Magpie, Crested Lark, Corn Bunting and Red-legged Partridge on the way.

We arrived at Bonete around 10am and soon spotted two distant Great Bustard – a ‘lifer’ for many
in the group and a magnificent bird you never tire of seeing. The Great Bustard is reported to be the
worlds heaviest living flying bird with adult males known to stand around 1m high, weigh up to 18kg
(40 lbs) and have a wingspan of 2.1 to 2.7m (7’ to 9’). In flight they are remarkably fast for their size.
Unfortunately the birds didn’t stay around long enough for photos and disappeared over a ridge.
As we criss-crossed the plains we had closer views of Northern Wheatear, Winchat, Rock Dove,
Stock Dove and Rock Sparrow. At Estacion we saw a flock of c. 20 Stone Curlew.
Winchat (RH)

Rock Sparrow (RH)

Rock Dove (RH)

‘Bargain Birders’ scanning for Great Bustard on the steppes near Bonete (RH)
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As the time was rapidly approaching 1pm we moved on from Estacion towards Higuereula, stopping
briefly at an old ice cave site by the road side to look for Black wheatear without success. We
scanned a ruined building further up the road but again no sign of the elusive Wheatear. We did
however get fleeting glimpses of more Rock Sparrow and a single Common Redstart.
We stopped for a picnic lunch under a large pine tree near a poplar grove, a site well-known in
birding circles which on my summer visit had produced both Golden Oriole and Bonelli’s Warbler. On
this visit however we had to be content with distant views of Pied Flycatcher, Mistle Thrush and
Iberian Green Woodpecker. Suddenly Bryan called out “Jee-Jee-Jee”. At first none of us knew what
he was saying or seeing … then the penny dropped … a Spanish Jay pronounced with a Welsh accent!
From a bridge overlooking a pool by the railway
line we spotted Common Buzzard, Marsh Harrier,
White-headed Duck, Gadwall, Shoveler, Mallard,
Coot, Lapwing, Little Grebe, Black-necked Grebe,
and Greater Flamingo. We continued on to
Petrola lagoons which were surprisingly quiet.
Bryan explained that in the weeks prior to our
visit an exceptionally heavy hailstorm had killed
over 200 Flamingos and badly injured many
more, causing most remaining birds to disperse
away from this usual ‘hot spot’. All we saw here
today was Green Sandpiper, Ruff, Little Ringed
Plover and a few resilient Greater Flamingos.

Ruff (RH)

Next stop was Corral Rubio where the road across the steppe was blocked due to flooding. The most
abundant birds here were ducks – notably Mallard, Shoveler, Pochard and Gadwall. We came across
the remains of a Great Bustard which provided feather ‘souvenirs’ for some in our group. As we were
about to leave Bryan called “Bustard” and diverted our attention to four distant birds. Wendy then
quickly spotted a further three Great Bustards and our first Wood Sandpiper of this trip.

Great Bustards at Corral Rubio (RH)
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Great Bustards (library photos courtesy of BT)
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Little Ringed Plover (BT)

Ruff (RH)

Petrola (RH)

Wood Sandpiper (RH)
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Tuesday 29th September 2015:

Black-necked Grebe (RH)

We began the day with a morning visit to La Mata lagoon
near Guardamar. A walk around the cemetery gardens only
produced House Sparrow. From the tower hide we quickly
found an Osprey perched on a pole near the island in the lake.
On the water itself we picked out a colony of Black-necked
Grebe along with Yellow-legged Gull, Lesser Black-backed
Gull and Black-headed Gull.
The Black-necked Grebe was a ‘lifer’ for me which just goes to
show that no matter how long you have been birding there’s
always the opportunity to see something for the first time.

Black-necked Grebe (RH)

As we walked towards the second hide we added Skylark and
Iberian Stonechat to our trip list. A female Sardinian Warbler
provided an ID challenge for the group, being confirmed as
such only after first ruling out Blackcap and Whitethroat.
A mixed flock of Serin, Goldfinch and Greenfinch grabbed our
attention for 5 minutes. Iberian Green Woodpecker were
calling constantly but only afforded us fleeting views.

Water levels in front of the second hide were low meaning
our views of Grey Plover, Little Ringed Plover, Kentish Plover,
Dunlin, Sanderling, Little Stint, Turnstone, Greater Flamingo
and Crested Lark were all more distant than usual.
On the boardwalk we spotted a strange-looking beetle larvae
which we were unable to identify. Amongst the pine trees we
stopped to feed the resident Iberian Red Squirrels that have
become accustomed to a free lunch.
Our own lunch was confined to a picnic in the vehicles as a
rain shower quickly forced everyone under cover.

Iberian Red Squirrel (MM)

Spectacled
Warbler
Birdwatching on the Costa
Blanca

Beetle larvae (RH)

After lunch we moved on to a birding hotspot I knew in a residential area in Torrevieja. Within a few
minutes we heard and then saw a Monk Parakeet perfectly camouflaged at the top of a tree. Part of
a small but viable population of escaped aviary birds that now enjoy life on the Costa Blanca.
After a further 30 minutes of searching we finally discovered our second target bird … Azure-winged
Magpie. One of only two colonies in Spain, the other being in Cota Donana near the border with
Portugal. With the first bird found it wasn’t long before we located the rest of the 20 strong colony.
Little Owl and Hoopoe almost went unnoticed as everyone’s attention was held by the magpies.

Azure-winged Magpie (RH)

Slender-billed Gull (RH)

Monk Parakeet (RH)

After dropping Christine and Margaret back at
Guardamar, we headed for Santa Pola harbour to
watch the arrival of the fishing boats at 4pm. Here we
Azure-winged
MagpieGull
(RH)
got great views of Audouin’s
Gull, Slender-billed
and Yellow-legged Gull. It was fascinating to watch
the ships being unloaded and their catch being
packed on ice and sold to the waiting crowd of
restaurant owners. Trevor also picked out distant
Common Tern and Sandwich Tern from the beach.
We took the Carabassi coast road back to our hotel
and en-route added Shag to our trip list.

Yellow-legged Gull (RH)

Audouin’s Gull (RH)
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Bringing home the catch at Santa Pola harbour (RH)
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Mike & Pam (RH)

Wendy, Giuseppe, Pam & Bryan (RH)

Christine (RH)

Rich Hanman (BT)

Bryan Thomas (RH)
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Wednesday 30th September 2015:
I collected Margaret and Christine before sunrise and then
picked up Bryan and his friend (Trevor Ashby) so that we could
all breakfast together at the hotel. At 8.15am we departed enmasse to El Hondo.

Little Grebe (RH)

Our first stop was the San Felipe visitors centre which has a
covered deck area over-looking an enclosed pool. Here we
saw Purple Swamphen, Red-crested Pochard, Coot, Moorhen,
Red-knobbed Coot, Little Grebe chicks and House Sparrow.
We then moved on to the raised boardwalk over the larger
pool and into the reserve itself. My earlier recce visit here in
June had produced excellent views of Collared Pratincole,
Whiskered Tern, Little Tern and Purple Heron. However,
recent work to cut back the reeds had obviously disturbed the
birds so most of the lagoon was notable by its absence of life.

Red-knobbed Coot (RH)

With no birds close we turned our attention to scanning the
uncut reed beds on the far side of the pool. Our perseverance
paid off with distant views of Squacco Heron, Kingfisher and
possible Penduline Tit and an overhead fly-past of Glossy Ibis.
As we continued towards the hides, we were stopped in our
tracks by a robin-sized bird flitting around in the dense scrub.
Our view was obscured by the vegetation but we did manage
to pick out a brown back and orangey-red colour to the
underside of its tail which it flicked continuously. Ruling out
Stonechat and Redstart, on account of no red tinge to the
belly, we settled on a probable female or juvenile Bluethroat.
Trevor gave us all a lesson on dragonfly ID with Red-veined
Darter, Lesser Emperor and Blue-tailed Dragonfly all noted.

Glossy Ibis (RH)

BBC at El Hondo (RH)

BBC at El Hondo (MM)
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Lesser Emperor
Dragonfly (RH)

Red-veined Darter (RH)

Lesser Emperor Dragonfly (RH)
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We continued to the first hide and had scope views of Mallard, Pochard, Shelduck and Shoveler – but
alas no Marbled Duck which had probably already departed south for the winter. From the second
hide we had closer views of Greater Flamingo, Black-winged Stilt, Little Stint, Wood Sandpiper, Green
Sandpiper, Common Sandpiper, Ringed Plover, Little Ringed Plover and Dunlin.
Amongst the Greater Flamingo flocks we spotted a lone Spoonbill with its head characteristically
tucked under its wing, and on the bank a Great White Egret towered over a nearby Little Egret. A
Cormorant flew overhead and an Osprey was spotted in the distance. The only bird sound was the
scratchy call of the Sardinian Warbler and the occasional ‘Zit-zit’ of a Zitting Cisticola.
We ate our picnic lunch in the shade of the covered deck back at the visitors centre. As we dined we
took in the ambience of El Hondo and noticed an abundance of Plain Tiger butterflies (inc. a ‘white
morph’), a Crimson Speckled Moth, an Iberian Wall Lizard and an aptly named Red Bug.
Plain Tiger (RH)

Plain Tiger (RH)

White
Morph
(MM)

Crimson Speckled Moth (RH)

Iberian Wall Lizard (RH)
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Red Bug (RH)

Desert Orange
Tip (MM)

After lunch we set off in search of an irrigated
field, criss-crossing the tracks around El Hondo. All
roads seemed to bring us back to ‘Nancy’s sex
club’ and each junction had its resident ‘talent’
touting for business in the afternoon sunshine.
‘Feathered birds’ were somewhat thinner on the
ground so we spent time observing butterflies.
With help from Trevor Hatton we identified Plain
Tiger, Desert Orange Tip, Painted Lady, Clouded
Yellow, Queen of Spain Fritillary, Lang’s Shorttailed Blue, Grayling and Large White.

Lang’s Short-tailed Blue (RH)

In the drainage channel, Mike found and
photographed a bright green Marsh Frog. After
dropping Christine and Margaret back at
Guardamar, and Bryan and Trevor in Gran Alicant,
we headed back to our hotel in Alicante.
Marsh Frog (MM)

Large White (WB)

Irrigated fields near El Hondo (MM)

Griffon Vulture Feeding Site
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Thursday 1st October 2015: Sant Cristofol, Alcoy and Font Roja
We had originally planned to visit the Griffon Vulture feeding site at Sant Cristofol in the Parc Natural
de la Serra de Mariola yesterday, but heavy rain in the mountains had forced us to switch around our
trip itinerary. We left the hotel at 8am and drove 1 hour to the mountains near Alcoy to meet Alvar
Segui from the Griffon Vulture conservation project. (NB: For those interested you can view videos of
Alvar talking about his work at http://www.maquiaambiental.com/capturaderos-portatiles).
After a brief introduction, Alvar lead us up the steep incline towards the feeding station. As we
approached we enjoyed amazing views of Griffon Vulture rising and circling on the thermals above a
distant ridge and then glide literally over our heads before landing legs first in the tall pine trees.
Adult males of this magnificent bird of prey have a wingspan of up to 2.8m and weigh up to 13kg!
Alvar then lead us into the special viewing hide overlooking the cliff where the birds roost. Bait had
been put out 2 days early in anticipation of our visit but the birds had decided not to delay their
feeding frenzy and had demolished the carcase leaving just the grisly remains of skin and bones.

Griffon Vulture Conservation Site (RH)
Griffon Vulture (RH)

Griffon Vulture (MM)Griffon Vulture (BT)
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Griffon Vulture (MM)
Griffon Vulture (RH)

Griffon Vulture (RH)

Griffon Vulture (MM)
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Alvar explained that 31 breeding pairs of Griffon Vulture now use this site, with individual birds
having travelled from as far afield as north Spain, southern France, Morocco and Senegal. Alvar
demonstrated how he used numbered yellow wing-tags to ID these magnificent birds. Many of the
vultures we saw had no tags at all and Alvar explained that these were juvenile birds that had arrived
recently and would be caught, tagged and recorded in October / November this year.
As we watched from the hide, our attention on the vultures was distracted by a majestic Red Kite
and a hunting Sparrowhawk … both of which were receiving unwelcome attention from territorial
Raven and Magpie. A Black Redstart flitted about at the bottom of the feeding station.

Red Kite (RH)

Red Kite pursuing a Sparrowhawk (RH)

Sparrowhawk (RH)

Raven (RH)
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Alvar then offered us a unique opportunity to
visit a small photography hide to get up close
and personal to the horse and pig carcases
put out to attract the vultures.

Spotless Starling (RH)

You can only begin to imagine what it would
be like to watch a live vulture feeding frenzy.
However, on our visit the vultures had already
had their fill so it was over to the Magpies
and Spotless Starlings to pick over the bones!

Magpie (RH)

View from the eye-level photography hide (MM)
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At 1pm we left Sant Cristofol and headed for Font Roja. We ate our picnic on the tables overlooking
the valley at the visitors centre. Attracted by our ‘tit-bits’ placed strategically under a picnic bench,
we managed to tempt down Blue Tit, Great Tit and Coal Tit all in quick succession.
After lunch, half of the group went for a stroll around the ruins of the old monastery and came
across a very obliging Common Crossbill. A little further on we managed to draw in three Firecrest
by mimicking their high pitched call. En-route back to the picnic site we added Crag Martin,
Peregrine, Robin and Short-toed Treecreeper to our trip list. The rest of the group had stayed to
enjoy a cup of tea at the visitors centre and were rewarded with close up views of Crested Tit.
Coal Tit (BT)

Blue Tit (RH)

Common Crossbill (BT)

Font Roja (RH)
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Friday 2nd October 2015: Santa Pola lighthouse, El Pinet and El Hondo
This was our last birding day of the trip to give everyone the opportunity for an R&R day tomorrow.
Our plan was to re-visit all sites close to Alicante in the hope of seeing birds that we had missed
and/or get better views of birds already seen earlier in the week.
First stop however was a new site for this trip, the scrub
and cliffs around Santa Pola lighthouse. On the road
approaching the lighthouse we stopped to scan the
scrub and picked up five separate Hoopoe. Other birds
noted included Crested Lark, Barn Swallow, Iberian
Stonechat and Greenfinch. From the sky-walk we
scanned the cliffs and soon picked out a Blue Rock
Thrush. However, before everyone could get good scope
views of the bird it disappeared in response to a hunting
Common Kestrel arriving on the scene.

Santa Pola lighthouse (MM)

Another falcon (probably Peregrine) was also seen but as its precise identity could not be confirmed it
will go down as ‘Frankie the Falcon’ in this report. Back on the lighthouse track Jean spotted a
probable Black Wheatear. We say probable as it was gone in an instant and so we couldn’t confirm it!
At 10.30am we moved on to Santa Pola saltpans and stopped at the hide on the right hand side. A
brief walk here added Iberian Chiffchaff to our trip list, and also gave us good views of Little Grebe
and Coot on the water and roosting Black-headed, Slender-billed and Audouin’s Gull on dry land.
Following an extended lunch stop at the beach bar at El Pinet we moved on to the San Filipe Visitors
Centre at El Hondo. We headed straight for the furthest hide which afforded excellent views of
Greater Flamingo, much more numerous than on our earlier visit. In front of the hide a Little Stint
patrolled the waters edge in search of a meal. Other birds of note included Wood Sandpiper, Dunlin,
Ringed Plover, Little Ringed Plover, Squacco Heron, Cattle Egret, Little Egret, Grey Heron, Spoonbill,
Shoveler, Mallard, Shelduck and Marsh Harrier.

Squacco Heron (RH)

Little Stint (RH)
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Greater Flamingo (RH)

Greater Flamingo (RH)

Spoonbill (RH)

Greater Flamingos at El Hondo (RH)
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Last stop of the day was a repeat visit to the first stop of our trip … Clot de Galvany. This is one of my
favourite spots as it always turns up great birds. This visit was no exception. As well as repeat
sightings of Purple Swamphen, White-headed Duck, Red-crested Pochard, Pochard, Shoveler, Teal,
Cattle Egret, Little Egret, Coot, Little Grebe, Great Reed Warbler, Little Owl and Serin, ‘The Clot’
delivered new birds for our list in the shape of Linnet, Turtle Dove, Snipe and Black-tailed Godwit.

Little Owl (RH)

Black-winged Stilt, Black-tailed Godwit & Snipe (RH)
Turtle Dove (WB)

Dragonfly sp. (WB)

Little Grebe (RH)

Great Reed Warbler (WB)
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ALICANTE LIST - 131 BIRDS (26th Sept. to 3rd Oct. 2015)
Grey Heron

Collared Pratincole

Ringed Plover

Blackbird

Squacco Heron

Great Bustard

Little Ringed Plover

Mistle Thrush

Glossy Ibis

Stone Curlew

Kentish Plover

Blue Rock Thrush

Little Egret

Red-legged Partridge

Grey Plover

Spotless Starling

Cattle Egret

Monk Parakeet

Turnstone

Cetti’s Warbler (H)

Great White Egret

Common Crossbill

Black-winged Stilt

Reed Warbler

Eurasian Spoonbill

Iberian Green Woodpecker

(Pied) Avocet

Great Reed Warbler

Greater Flamingo

Short-toed Treecreeper

Dunlin

Sardinian Warbler

Shag

Hoopoe

Little Stint

Iberian Chiffchaff

Cormorant

Great Grey Shrike

Sanderling

Zitting Cisticola

Little Grebe

Pied Flycatcher

Curlew Sandpiper

Firecrest

Great Crested Grebe

Kingfisher

Common Sandpiper

Penduline Tit (poss.)

Black-necked Grebe

European Bee-eater

Green Sandpiper

Long-tailed Tit

Coot

Little Owl

Wood Sandpiper

Great Tit

Red-knobbed Coot

Common Kestrel

Ruff

Crested Tit

Purple Swamphen

Lesser Kestrel

Lapwing

Coal Tit

Moorhen

Peregrine Falcon

Redshank

Blue Tit

Common Pochard

Hobby

Greenshank

House Sparrow

Red-crested Pochard

Sparrowhawk

Snipe

Rock Sparrow

Mallard

Red Kite

Black-tailed Godwit

Chaffinch

Teal

Marsh Harrier

Skylark

Greenfinch

Shelduck

Booted Eagle

Crested Lark

Goldfinch

White-headed Duck

Common Buzzard

Raven

Serin

Shoveler

Griffon Vulture

Magpie

Linnet

Gadwall

Osprey

Azure-winged Magpie

Corn Bunting

Black-headed Gull

Barn Swallow

Jay

Robin

Audouin’s Gull

Red-rumped Swallow

Jackdaw

Common Redstart

Lesser Black-backed Gull

Pallid Swift

Carrion Crow

Black Redstart

Yellow-legged Gull

House Martin

Turtle Dove

Bluethroat (poss.)

Slender-billed Gull

Crag Martin

Stock Dove

Northern Wheatear

Little Tern

Yellow Wagtail

Rock Dove

Black Wheatear (poss.)

Sandwich Tern

White Wagtail

Collared Dove

Iberian Stonechat

Woodpigeon

Winchat

Common Tern

Butterflies, Moths, Dragonflies, Reptiles, Amphibians & Mammals
Large White butterfly

Painted Lady

Clouded Yellow

Lang’s Short-tailed Blue

Plain Tiger (+ ‘white morph’)

Grayling

Queen of Spain Fritillary

Desert Orange Tip

Crimson Speckled Moth

Blue-tailed Dragonfly

Red-veined Darter

Lesser Emperor Dragonfly

Ladder Snake

Iberian Wall Lizard

Marsh Frog

Iberian Red Squirrel
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Thank you from ‘Bargain Birding Club’:
On behalf of ‘Bargain Birding Club’ thank you to all guests travelling on our first overseas trip. Special
mention must go to Pam and Tom’s eagled-eyed talent for spotting birds, and to Trevor’s field skills and great
knowledge of butterflies and moths. Thanks as always in Alicante must go to Bryan Thomas. His passion for
birding and life in general is infectious and he worked tirelessly to recce the sites weeks in advance of our
trip and arrange our visit to the Griffon Vulture feeding station near Alcoy. Finally, special mention must also
go to my partner Lisa, whose patience and understanding is second to none. Lisa drove our second vehicle
following our minibus up mountains, down valleys and across the steppes without hesitation or complaint.
Even more impressive when you realise that Lisa isn’t a birder - she has a preference for fur over feathers!

Guest Testimonials:
“I have to express my gratitude for organizing such a pleasant trip. I (had) 8 'lifers' and although I am not
El Hondo
obsessed with lists this says more than anything else how successful this trip was for me.” (Giuseppe Raffa)
“Just to say thank you for all your efforts regarding Alicante. I found it most interesting. I personally think you
did an excellent job in sometimes difficult situations.” (Mike Maloney)
“The trip report is excellent. It contains lovely photos and a great description of our bird-watching holiday in
Spain. It will serve as a lovely souvenir and a wonderful reminder of the great birds and other wildlife we
saw. Many thanks and well done Richard”. (Margaret Neame)
“Thank you again for organising such a fabulous trip! The photos are amazing and as you say bring the
memories flooding back although at the moment luckily it is still very vivid in my memory and long may it
remain so! Take care and thanks to Lisa for all she did and to you again”. (Jean Howland)
“I have just spent a pleasant time reading your draft copy of our exploits. It brought back some of the
excellent moments and reminded me of the fantastic places we visited. I would never have known how
beautiful the Bonete area could be at this time of year and as for Alcoy! My heartfelt thanks go to Lisa.
Without her endless patience and excellent driving skills we would have been scuppered. Thanks for
organising such a varied itinerary and letting Margaret and me tag along. We both appreciated what a
sterling effort it was for you to do the early morning and late night shifts especially for us!” (Christine Baker)

“I thoroughly enjoyed the trip and am looking forward to future trips with BBC. I felt that my “spotting” skills
improved over the week under Bryan’s & your guidance, even if I didn’t always recognise the bird! I have a
list of 24 ‘lifers’ including Red-knobbed Coot, Purple Swamphen, White-headed Duck, etc. etc.”(Pam Goode)

Useful references:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Costa Blanca Bird Club (www.costablancabirdclub.com)
Griffon Vulture Project (www.maquiaambiental.com/capturaderos-portatiles)
A Birdwatching Guide to the Costa Blanca (Malcom Palmer, 1994)
Where to watch birds in Southern Costa Blanca and surrounding areas (Graham Critchell)
Field Guide to Birds of Britain & Europe (Paul Sterry, 2010)
Photographic Guide to the Butterflies of Britain & Europe (Tom Wolman, 2001)
All photos in this trip report were taken by and reproduced with kind permission from
Black-winged
Richard Hanman (RH), Mike Maloney (MM) Wendy Brownrigg (WB) and Bryan Thomas
(BT). Stilt
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