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Highlights: 
 

Bonelli’s Eagle, Booted Eagle, Great Spotted Eagle, Griffon Vulture, Hen Harrier,                                         

Great Bustard, Common Crane, Spoonbill, Greater Flamingo, Sociable Plover,                       

Purple Swamphen, White-headed Duck, Red-Crested Pochard, Black-necked Grebe, 

Temminck’s Stint, Audouin’s Gull, Slender-billed Gull, Azure-winged Magpie,                            

Rock Sparrow, Crested Tit, Dartford Warbler, Moustached Warbler, Hoopoe and Bluethroat. 
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Introduction: 
 

It was great to be back in Spain just 1 month after leading our first overseas ‘Bargain Birding Club’ 
trip to Alicante. Good old fashioned birding with my pal Bryan on his local patch. Happy days! 
 

Sunday 1st November 2015: Santa Pola, El Pinet and Vistabella Road 
 

My Monarch flight left Gatwick at 8.15am in thick fog and 2 hours later touched down at Alicante. 
The weather was overcast and windy but the temperature was still a very pleasant 22oC.  

I met Bryan at his villa in Gran Alicant just 
after 12.30am and after a quick catch up we 
were soon out birding. First stop was the 
Santa Pola tower layby where we picked up 
all the usual species; Greater Flamingo, 
Spoonbill, Grey Heron, Great White Egret, 
Little Egret, Cormorant, Avocet, Great 
Crested Grebe, Black-winged Stilt, Dunlin, 
Little Stint, Turnstone, Yellow-legged Gull 
and Slender-billed Gull.  
 
An Osprey struggled against a headwind in 
the distance, while a small group of 
Sandwich Terns made better progress 
twisting in the air and plunging into the 
water in pursuit of a fishy meal. Overhead a 
lone Crag Martin was soon followed by a 
Barn Swallow. 

Slender-billed Gull  

Sandwich Tern  

Crag Martin  
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Next stop was El Pinet lagoons. En route we picked up Spotless Starling, Jackdaw, Woodpigeon, 
Black-headed Gull and Stock Dove. Behind the screens in the car park we could see Little Stint and 
Dunlin at reasonably close quarters, and Kentish Plover and Ringed Plover in the distance. 
 
From the boardwalk we could see a pair of Sanderling and a group of c.50 Black-tailed Godwits, 
most of which had their heads tucked under their wings out of the wind. House Sparrows flitted in 
the car park hoping for a free lunch. In the distance in the main lagoon we could see Greater 
Flamingo standing motionless in the water and Yellow-legged Gull roosting on the islands. 

Mediterranean Gull (RH) 
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Cattle Egret 

Mediterranean Gull  

From El Pinet we took the back roads towards 
El Hondo. We soon picked up Zitting 
Cisticola, Cattle Egret, White Wagtail, 
Crested Lark, Magpie and Iberian Stonechat.  
 
As we passed a small cluster of houses we 
got a fleeting view of a Black Redstart. It 
posed for a split second on the top of a fence 
but then disappeared before we could lock 
our lenses on it.  
 
We came across a field with standing water 
that had attracted White Wagtails, Meadow 
Pipit,  Water Pipit and a Mediterranean Gull.  
 
A Sardinian Warbler and a Chiffchaff called 
from the reeds while Skylark searched for 
food in a recently ploughed field. 

Black-tailed Godwit 



We joined the Vistabella Road (CV861) and soon came across a recently ploughed field that had 
attracted the attention of c.50 Lapwing. As we scanned the flock we noticed a bird that looked 
different from all the rest. Chunkier, browner and standing slightly more upright than the Lapwings,  
the mystery bird grabbed our attention.  
 
My first thought was Stone Curlew but as we drove down the track to get a closer view a broad 
white supercillium soon became visible. We quickly dismissed Golden Plover and our thoughts then 
turned towards Dotterel. Then Bryan called out … “wait a minute!” We swapped bins for a big lens 
and fired off a record shot. Blowing up the image on the camera screen revealed diagnostic black 
and white wing markings, black legs and a white face mask. “I don’t believe it said Bryan … that’s a 
(beep) Sociable Plover!” We cross-referenced the bird guide on my phone and sure enough an 
almost text book juvenile winter Socialable Lapwing – BOOM! 
 
We spent an hour driving up and down the track alongside the field trying to get closer views. Each 
time we got within 100m the flock spooked and flew off to the opposite end of the field. The 
resulting photos serve only as record shots and also helped pick out three Ruff. The Sociable 
Lapwing was a ‘lifer’ for me, a first for Bryan in Spain, and after some research back at Bryan’s, last 
seen in Alicante 10 years ago! So whichever way you look at it … a mega rarity … and its only day 1! 

Sociable Lapwing  

Sandwich Lapwing (RH) 

Sociable Lapwing (RH) 

Sociable Lapwing  
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Mike & Pam (RH) 

Today started with a Blue Rock Thrush on the roof of a neighbours villa in Gran Alicant. Heavy rain 
last night and this morning delayed our return visit to the Sociable Lapwing on the Vistabello Road. 
We arrived just after midday and were met by a small group of Spanish and expat birders that had 
seen our post on Rare Bird Alert last night. Until now I hadn’t appreciated just how rare the bird 
was. With c.1600 breeding pairs left in the world this was a mega rarity and we felt duty bound to 
find the bird again for the waiting crowd. However, locating the bird today had become significantly 
harder on account of the lapwing flock having swelled from 50 to 500 birds and the flock now some 
500m from the road. Heavy rain last night made the farm tracks impassable by car and so we had 
to be content with very distant views of the bird feeding in and flying above a water-logged field. 

Monday 2nd November 2015: San Felipe and El Hondo 

We left the ‘twitch’ in search of new birds and took the back roads 
to San Felipe Visitors Centre at El Hondo picking up Raven, Glossy 
Ibis, Little Owl, Common Buzzard, Marsh Harrier, Linnet, Robin, 
Collared Dove, Common Sandpiper and Green Sandpiper.  
 
Perched on a pylon in the distance we saw a Booted Eagle. In an 
attempt to get closer we took a track through a pomegranate and 
orange farm but we still couldn’t shorten the distance between us 
and the bird. A brief moment of drama came when we retraced 
our steps only to find the farmer had padlocked the chain across 
the track! We could see the farmer in the distance and after some 
frantic arm waving we attracted his attention and he returned to 
unlock the gate …. But not before uttering some choice words in 
Spanish. We just smiled, said thank you and drove off sheepishly. 
 
When we eventually arrived at San Felipe, the same Booted Eagle 
circled high above us. No doubt rewarding us with a fly-past for 
our efforts … but maybe also muttering a few words in Spanish! 
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Booted Eagle 

Sociable Lapwing Lapwings in the flooded field on Vistabella Road 



From the observation deck at San Felipe we 
picked up Red-crested Pochard and a sparing 
pair of Purple Swamphen. Red-knobbed Coot 
remained elusive so we made do with regular 
Coot, Moorhen and Little Grebe. As we walked 
across the boardwalk we ‘pished’ Bluethroat 
and Chiffchaff out into the open but light levels 
and the skitty nature of the birds afforded us 
only partial views. We saw numerous Kingfisher 
darting around the reserve, and a Marsh Harrier 
hawked low over some distant reeds. 

Red Crested Pochard 

Chiffchaff Marsh Harrier 

Purple Swamphen 
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Mike & Pam (RH) 

Our time at the hide was cut short by the marauding mosquitoes which were in abundance and 
very active following last nights heavy rain. We quickly noted Greater Flamingo, Shelduck, 
Shoveler, Mallard and Pochard before escaping their itchy bites. We ‘pished’ again for Bluethroat 
and got slightly better sightings. In doing so we flushed a Little Bittern which flapped frantically out 
of sight before we could take a photo. On the way back to the car park we caught further sightings 
of Marsh Harrier, Grey Heron, Great White Egret, Little Egret and Cattle Egret. A pair of 
domesticated Muscovy Duck prompted a “tick or no tick” debate …. Tick won so they’re on the list 
… along with an Indian Peafowl (Peacock) seen perched on a farm wall near El Hondo! 

As the light levels dropped, we took a 
route back to Alicante via Vistabella 
Road but the lapwings were still very 
distant. Flocks of Glossy Ibis and 
Cattle Egret flew overhead towards 
their nightime roosts. 
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Bluethroat Bluethroat  

Muscovy Duck Muscovy Duck  

Glossy Ibis 



Mike & Pam (RH) 

We left at 9am and headed straight for the Azure-winged Magpie site near Torrevieja. We soon 
picked up our target bird along with Monk Parakeet, Black Redstart, Stonechat, Spotless Starling, 
Blackcap, Blackbird, Greenfinch, Goldfinch, Red-legged Partridge and Iberian Green Woodpecker. 

Tuesday 3rd November 2015: Torrevieja, San Pedro and ‘The Clot’   
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At 10am we set off to pick up one of Bryan’s friends (John) at St. Miguel but the satnav directions 
we were given took us miles off course and to an underpass which was flooded. The water looked 
too deep to drive through so we took a small farm track to the right in the hope that it would lead 
to the main road on the other side of the underpass. 
 

However, the track soon came to a dead end and so we needed to turn round. A parked car meant 
there wasn’t much room to do 3-point turn … not enough room as it turned out! Mid-manoeuvre I 
got the front wheels of the car firmly stuck in soft mud and the front of the car sank so low that it 
lifted one of the back wheels clean off the ground!  

Azure-winged Magpie 

Azure-winged Magpie 

Monk Parakeet 

Monk Parakeet 



Mike & Pam (RH) 
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The owner of the other car appeared and watched without any emotion, comment or offer of 
assistance. He clearly thought that he’d bought front row tickets to a ‘Laurel and Hardy’ show as 
Bryan any myself tried pushing, pulling, digging, high revs, low revs, and wedging bits of wood … all 
of which didn’t move the car an inch! At one point I walked straight into the open car door and 
gashed my forehead wide open. With blood running down my face we split up in search of more 
robust materials. I found a wooden pallet and Bryan came back with a foam mattress … “Are we 
staying the night?” I asked. When neither the mattress nor the pallet gave the wheels any traction 
our one man audience took pity on us and positioned his car in front of ours and retrieved a piece 
of rope from the boot of his car. Why he hadn’t thought of this before God only knows. Anyway, 
with a solution to our dilemma now visible we tied the rope to both cars and within seconds he 
pulled our car free. We thanked him in our best  Spanish and were soon on our way.  
 
We didn’t get very far though as back at the flooded underpass was a white car with an elderly 
couple stuck in the deepest part of the water, engine flooded and no power! This was our 
opportunity to return the favour so we waded knee deep to the back of their car and pushed them 
back onto dry land. We then dropped the old boy off in the village of Catral and then continued on 
our way. There’s never a dull moment when you’re out birding! 

At 12 noon we were back on the 
road again. Too late to pick up John 
we headed to San Pedro del 
Pinatar. Here the road runs 
between two saltwater lagoons 
and gave us good photographic 
opportunities for Ruff, Dunlin, 
Avocet, Flamingo, Black-necked 
Grebe and Slender-billed Gull. Our 
planned visit to Calablanque was 
curtailed as the road was closed for 
maintenance. We had a quick look 
around the salinas at Cabo de 
Palos but the only birds present 
were Flamingo, Yellow-legged Gull, 
Redshank and Greenshank and a 
distant feral Ring-necked Parakeet.  
 

Cutting our losses at 3pm we made 
the decision to head back to Clot 
de Galvany. This site always 
delivers. Crag Martins performed 
low overhead, Black Redstart, Serin 
and Goldfinch scurried in the 
bushes, and the main pool held 
White-headed Duck, Mallard, Teal, 
Shoveler, Coot and Moorhen. 

Greater Flamingo 

Ruff 
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Black-necked Grebe 

Slender-billed Gull 
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Greater Flamingo 

Dunlin 



Mike & Pam (RH) 

An 8am start had us heading for Maigmo Mountain 
about 45 mins drive from Alicante. In the foothills we 
picked up Chaffinch, Robin, Blackbird, Mistle Thrush, 
Common Crossbill, Great Tit, and Long-tailed Tit, and 
we also heard Goldcrest. We continued up to ‘Balcon 
de Alicante’ at the summit and baited some picnic 
tables with ‘tit-bits’ in the hope of attracting birds 
close enough to take some photos. Alas, the only 
birds showing were Chaffinches so at 11am we 
headed back down the mountain where we added 
brief views of Crested Tit and Serin to our trip list. 
 

Next stop was the vulture project site at Sant Cristofol 
near Alcoy. As soon as we got out of the car we 
picked up Woodlark, Crested Tit and Coal Tit. As we 
walked up the track we added fleeting glimpses of 
Dartford Warbler, Goldcrest and Sardinian Warbler.  
 

Butterflies present included Queen of Spain Fritillary, 
Clouded Yellow, Small White and an unidentified 
Blue. We could see Griffon Vultures circling high 
above us so continued on to the summit. 

Wednesday 4th November 2015: Maigmo, Alcoy and Font Roja   

When we arrived at the vulture conservation project 
site the gates to the observation hides were open so 
we entered with care hoping to see Alvar, the project 
manager. As we walked towards the main hide about 
10 Griffon Vultures heard our approach and took to 
the air … Bugger! There’s went our chances of 
witnessing a feeding frenzy! We heard voices coming 
from the smaller photography hide and were greeted 
by two volunteer researchers.  
 
After making our apologies for disturbing the birds 
and explaining that we were looking for Alvar, we 
were soon invited in to the smaller hide. Alvar wasn’t 
here today but the two researchers made us feel very 
welcome and shared their observations from the 
morning with us. The vultures didn’t return to feed as 
we watched from behind the one way glass but the 
remains of the carcase were picked over by Magpie, 
Spotless Starling and Common Starling. To return the 
favour we gave the researchers a lift back to Alcoy 
before heading to Font Roja.  
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Maigmo Mountain 

Clouded Yellow 

Volunteers at Sant Cristofol 
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Griffon Vulture 

Griffon Vulture 

Griffon Vulture 

Common Starling 

Common Magpie 
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At the Font Roja visitors centre we baited a picnic table with ‘tit bits’ before taking up positions  
with our cameras on an adjacent bench. We didn’t have to wait long before Blue Tit, Great Tit, Coal 
Tit, Long-tailed Tit and Crested Tit descended one by one. Other birds present included Chaffinch 
and Common Crossbill. As the light faded we headed back towards Alicante. 

Crested Tit 

Coal Tit 

Blue Tit 

Coal Tit 



Mike & Pam (RH) 

We left Gran Alicant as dawn was breaking at 7.15am and drove to an area of rolling farmland just 
north of Yecla. On arrival at 8.30am we heard the unmistakable ‘jangling keys’ call of Corn Bunting, 
and we watched a flock of c. 50 Stone Curlew take to the air from a recently ploughed field, do a 
large circular flight and then drop back down in the same spot. 
 
Our plan was to drive the length of the Travesia de Caudette track which runs through an arable area 
of grape vines and cereal crops, bordered by the Sierra del Cuchillo mountains on the right-hand side, 
and the larger Sierra de Olivio mountains on the left. At the start of the track we came across a pair of 
churring Mistle Thrush perched on a telegraph wire. A Merlin scoured the field perched on a rock just 
a few inches off the ground, no doubt observing flocks of Goldfinch that kept their distance feeding 
on thistle seeds. We were able to separate Thekla Lark from Crested Lark, on account of the dagger-
like bill of Thekla, and also picked up small flocks of Calandra Lark.   
 
Behind us we heard Black-bellied Sandgrouse call and as we spun round two birds shot across the 
sky and disappeared out of sight. Other birds seen included Kestrel, Buzzard, Black Redstart, Hoopoe, 
Spotless Starling, Magpie, Carrion Crow, Southern Grey Shrike, Woodpigeon and Stock Dove.  

Thursday 5th Nov. 2015: Yecla, Estacion, Petrola & Colla Rubio   
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Calandra Lark Corn Bunting 

Black-bellied Sandgrouse 

Common Kestrel  Common Buzzard 

Black Redstart 



Mike & Pam (RH) 

When the track passed by a small farm we could see small 
birds congregating in a Horse Chestnut tree. Closer 
inspection revealed a flock of Rock Sparrow with their 
distinctive streaky head pattern. Our time observing the 
sparrows was cut short when two huge wolf-like dogs came 
bounding towards us. We wound up the windows when we 
saw the size of their teeth and for a good 5 minutes the 
dogs literally chased our car along the track even 
attempting to bite the wing mirrors. We sped up and 
eventually the dogs gave up the chase. They trotted back to 
the farm and we continued on our way. 
 

Around 12 noon we reached the end of the track and re-
joined the main road. Next stop was Estacion where we 
observed a larger flock of Rock Sparrow and three Marsh 
Harriers. We then spotted a group of 10 Great Bustard in 
the distance but had to settle for scope views only. 
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Rock Sparrow 

We took the CM3209 road from Estacion towards Higuereula. A quick stop at the ice caves in 
search of Black Wheatear only produced Goldfinch. A few hundred yards further on opposite a 
ruined building we picked up Jay, Mistle Thrush and Black Redstart, but still no Black Wheatear. We 
continued through the small town of Higuereula and took the B10 road (signposted Alamansa) to 
Petrola. Birds of note en-route included Black Redstart, Stonechat, Corn Bunting and Marsh Harrier.  
 
Where the road crosses the railway line we had an elevated vantage point overlooking two large 
pools which held large numbers of White-headed Duck, Shoveler and Mallard, as well as a few 
juvenile Greater Flamingo. We continued across the rolling Petrola plains towards Petrola Lagoon. 
 
As we drove down the approach track it all seemed very quiet at first with large expanses of bird-
less water. However, at the point where the road literally disappeared into the lake we picked up 
good views of single birds of Black-winged Stilt, Ruff, White Wagtail, Water Pipit and Temminck’s 
Stint … all feeding in the foam by the waters edge. 

Great Bustard 



Mike & Pam (RH) 

After a late 3pm lunch stop we moved on to Colla Rubio. In the reedy water margins we picked up 
Black-winged Stilt, Water Pipit, Meadow Pipit and White Wagtail. On the large expanse of water 
were hundreds of ducks including Mallard, Pochard, Red-crested Pochard, Teal, Shoveler and 
Gadwall. Lapwing gathered on the far bank while Marsh Harrier and Common Buzzard soured 
overhead. As the track was flooded we had to do a big loop to get to the other side of the lagoon. 
Once there we spotted a Wood Sandpiper, Greater Flamingo and a group of 26 Snipe. 
 
Just when we thought the birding day was over we spotted a group of 40 Great Bustard and 4 
Common Crane in the middle of a field. A very muddy farm track showed signs of promise of a 
closer view. With the back end of the car slipping and sliding for about half a mile the track 
suddenly came to an abrupt end. With no concern of our exit route I continued the ‘chase’ on foot 
using the cover of a few large trees. I managed to get within 200m of these magnificent birds and 
fired off a few shots before they took to the air. A startled Sparrowhawk added to the moment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I returned to the car with a big smile on my face when the reality of the fact that I’d parked it in the 
middle of a field with no obvious exit route fully dawned. Undaunted, I could see the tarmac road 
only 100m away … it just meant we had to drive across a wet (but fortunately stoney) field. Never 
under-estimate the resilience of a Ford Fiesta! It had already been rescued from a ditch, outrun two 
‘killer dogs’ and hovercrafted down a muddy farm track … the stoney field was a relative walk in the 
park. Back on terrafirma, Bryan gave me a look that could kill. I burst out laughing and we 
continued on our way home. He who dares … wins! 
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Common Crane Common Crane 

Common Crane & 
 Great Bustard 

Great Bustard 
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Water Pipit 

Temminck’s Stint 
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Petrola Plains 



Mike & Pam (RH) 

Our last full day out birding saw us leaving Gran Alicant at 7.30am and heading north to Pego 
Marshes in the region of Valencia. We arrived just before 9am and quickly picked up Grey Heron, 
Little Egret, Kingfisher, Hoopoe, White Wagtail and Reed Bunting. A distant flash on the far bank of 
a rice field showed all the signs of a Little Bittern. In the reeds we picked up Cetti’s Warbler, 
Moustached Warbler, Zitting Cisticola, Chiffchaff and Tree Sparrow. Disappointingly all but one of 
the tracks were blocked by locked chains. The one drivable track produced Booted Eagle, Kestrel 
and an Osprey-like bird that we couldn’t identify in the field. Analysis of photos later revealed it 
was in fact a rare  Bonelli’s Eagle! 
 

Friday 6th Nov. 2015:  Pego, San Felipe, El Pinet & Carabassi Road 

Bonelli’s Eagle Pego 
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At 11am we headed back to San Felipe visitors centre. Birds present included Little Grebe, Little 
Egret, Pochard, Kingfisher, Stonechat, Bluethroat and Marsh Harrier. An Osprey and Great Spotted 
Eagle provided an added bonus. We opted for one last drive around the Vistabella Road / Green 
Sandpiper Alley / Palm Farm Road circuit and were rewarded with good views of Southern Grey 
Shrike, Marsh Harrier, Buzzard and Kestrel, and fleeting glimpses of a male  Hen Harrier. 

Hen Harrier Great Spotted 
Eagle (BT) 



Mike & Pam (RH) 
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We took the back road to La Marina and in the scrub picked up Hoopoe, Stonechat and a pair of 
Dartford Warbler. At El Pinet, Dunlin and Little Stint were close in just behind the screens in the car 
park and Greater Flamingo were feeding in the main lagoon. As the light faded we took the 
Carabassi Road from Santa Pola beach to Gran Alicant and added two new ‘ticks’ in the shape of 
Audouin’s Gull and Mediterranean Shag.  

Southern Grey Shrike Hoopoe 

Saturday 7th November 2015: Carabassi Road & Clot de Galvany   

After dropping Trish off at the airport for her flight back to Cardiff, Bryan and myself made the most 
of our last couple of hours birding together. The morning mist was thick at Santa Pola so we diverted 
along the Carabassi Road back to ‘The Clot’ picking up a Gannet on the way. At ‘The Clot’ itself we 
got decent views of Bluethroat and Sardinian Warbler, and our first sighting of Song Thrush.   
 
At 10.30am it was time to call an end to this trip. As always, another memorable birding experience 
with Bryan that delivered 128 species in just over 5 days. 

Mediterranean Shag 

Bryan Thomas 

Rich 
Hanman   

www.bargainbirdingclub.com 

Rich Hanman 



TRIP REPORT LIST  - 128 BIRDS (1st to 7th November 2015) 

Grey Heron Northern Gannet Ringed Plover Blackbird 

Common Crane Great Bustard Kentish Plover Song Thrush 

Glossy Ibis Stone Curlew Lapwing Mistle Thrush 

Little Egret Red-legged Partridge Sociable Lapwing Blue Rock Thrush 

Cattle Egret Black-bellied Sandgrouse (Pied) Avocet Spotless Starling 

Great White Egret Indian Peafowl (Peacock) Dunlin Common Starling 

Eurasian Spoonbill Monk Parakeet Little Stint Cetti’s Warbler 

Greater Flamingo Ring-necked Parakeet Temminck’s Stint Moustached Warbler 

Little Bittern Common Crossbill Sanderling Sardinian Warbler 

Mediterranean Shag Iberian Green Woodpecker Common Sandpiper Dartford Warbler 

Cormorant Hoopoe Green Sandpiper Zitting Cisticola 

Little Grebe Southern Grey Shrike Wood Sandpiper Chiffchaff 

Great Crested Grebe Kingfisher Ruff Blackcap 

Black-necked Grebe Little Owl Turnstone Long-tailed Tit 

Coot Common Kestrel Redshank Great Tit 

Purple Swamphen Merlin Greenshank Crested Tit 

Moorhen Hobby Snipe Coal Tit 

Common Pochard Sparrowhawk Black-tailed Godwit Blue Tit 

Red-crested Pochard Hen Harrier Skylark House Sparrow 

Mallard Marsh Harrier Crested Lark Rock Sparrow 

Teal Booted Eagle Calandra Lark Tree Sparrow 

Shelduck Great Spotted Eagle Thekla Lark Chaffinch 

White-headed Duck Bonelli’s Eagle Woodlark Greenfinch 

Shoveler Griffon Vulture Raven Goldfinch 

Gadwall Osprey Magpie Serin 

Muscovy Duck Common Buzzard Azure-winged Magpie Linnet 

Black-headed Gull Crag Martin Jay Corn Bunting 

Audouin’s Gull Barn Swallow Jackdaw Reed Bunting 

Yellow-legged Gull White Wagtail Carrion Crow Robin 

Slender-billed Gull Meadow Pipit Stock Dove Black Redstart 

Mediterranean Gull Water Pipit Collared Dove Bluethroat 

Sandwich Tern Black-winged Stilt Woodpigeon Iberian Stonechat 

Butterflies, Moths and notable Insects 

Small White Queen of Spain Fritillary Clouded Yellow Plain Tiger 

Red Admiral Blue sp. Crimson Speckled Moth Bush Cricket 
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All photographs taken on this trip and included in this report were taken by Richard Hanman.                                         
The report has been supplemented by the addition of library images kindly donated by Bryan Thomas.  
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Birding Site North (N) West (W) 

Clot de Galvany 38 14 18 0 31 15 

Santa Pola Harbour 38 11 25 0 33 26 

Santa Pola Salinas 38 11 04 0 36 52 

El Pinet Lagoon 38 09 13 0 37 48 

San Felipe Visitors Centre 38 11 16 0 47 27 

Vistabella Road 38 09 59 0 42 11 

Green Sandpiper Alley 38 09 47 0 42 02 

Palm Farm Road 38 09 03 0 44 05 

Maigmo Mountain 38 30 10 0 37 52 

Font Roja 38 39 55 0 32 24 

Sant Cristofol (Vultures) 38 42 39 0 30 23 

Yecla (start Caudette track) 38 39 41 1 08 15 

Yecla (end Caudette track) 38 42 04 1 02 17 

Estacion, Bonete 38 55 21 1 21 45 

Higueruela Woods 38 57 29 1 24 20 

Petrola Lagoon 38 50 39 1 33 25 

Corral Rubio 38 50 14 1 27 26 

La Mata lagoon 38 01 11 0 39 54 

Torrevieja (Azure Magpies) 37 57 57 0 43 37 

Cabo de Palos 37 38 05 0 41 25 

Pego Marsh 38 52 19 0 04 04 

Alicante airport 38 17 17 0 33 08 

• Costa Blanca Bird Club (www.costablancabirdclub.com) 
• Griffon Vulture Project (www.maquiaambiental.com/capturaderos-portatiles) 
• A Birdwatching Guide to the Costa Blanca (Malcom Palmer, 1994) 
• Where to watch birds in Southern Costa Blanca and surrounding areas (Graham Critchell) 
• Field Guide to Birds of Britain & Europe (Paul Sterry, 2010) 
• Photographic Guide to the Butterflies of Britain & Europe (Tom Wolman, 2001) 

Satnav directions to birding sites: 

Useful references: 

http://www.costablancabirdclub.com/
http://www.costablancabirdclub.com/
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http://www.costablancabirdclub.com/
http://www.maquiaambiental.com/capturaderos-portatiles
http://www.maquiaambiental.com/capturaderos-portatiles
http://www.maquiaambiental.com/capturaderos-portatiles
http://www.maquiaambiental.com/capturaderos-portatiles
http://www.maquiaambiental.com/capturaderos-portatiles
http://www.maquiaambiental.com/capturaderos-portatiles
http://www.maquiaambiental.com/capturaderos-portatiles


Diary of ‘The Bargain Birder’ 

Library photos kindly donated by Bryan Thomas: 
Bluethroat, Moustached Warbler and Sociable Plover. 


