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Introduction:

Many bird watchers keep a Year List – a record of all species seen in one calendar year.
For some, it’s simply that – a list of all birds seen. For others it takes on a whole new
level with a target number to reach.

Targets and rules are totally down to the individual. Some count UK only species,
some log a world list, others focus on their home county or even more specifically,
their local patch. For me, my target is simply to beat my previous best UK Year List
total, which currently stands at 224 in 2021.

New Years Day is the start of the calendar year so expect to see most bird watchers
out and about keen to kickstart their new year list, burning off those Christmas
calories in the process.

Now I’m not one for New Years resolutions, I don’t believe in giving up the things that
make you happy. So with a 3-day mini-break from work (1-3 January), I set myself a
little challenge to try to see #100 birds in 3 days to kick start my 2022 UK Year List.

After reviewing the latest sightings on various local Facebook and WhatsApp groups,
I planned the following 3-day itinerary, with flexibility dependent on the weather.

• Sat. 1 Jan. 2022 Dungeness > Scotney Gravel Pits > Walland Marsh > Elmley
• Sun. 2 Jan. 2022 Isle of Sheppey (Leysdown > Shellness > Harty Ferry Road)
• Mon. 3 Jan. 2022 Sandwich Bay > Worth Marshes > Oare Marshes

Saturday 1 January 2022:

Leaving home on Sheppey at 7.30am to a glorious red sunrise, I drove 1 hour to
Dungeness. Enroute, early birds were Rook, Carrion Crow, Magpie, Jackdaw,
Woodpigeon, Starling, House Sparrow, Herring Gull, Common Buzzard and Kestrel.

On arrival at the ARC, I was surprised to find no other cars in the car park. A walk to
the viewing area produced Wren, Blue Tit, Chaffinch, Blackbird, Stock Dove,
Pheasant, Green Woodpecker, Marsh Harrier, Lapwing, Gadwall, Mallard, Coot,
Tufted Duck, Greylag Goose, Canada Goose, Cormorant, Mute Swan and Black-
headed Gull.
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Sunrise over Sheppey on New Years Day

First light at the ARC Pit, Dungeness
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At 9am, I moved on to the main RSPB reserve and added Grey Heron and Great White
Egret at Cook’s Pool on the entrance track, but sadly no sign of the Glossy Ibis. A
Cetti’s Warbler called hidden in the reedbed. The freshly filled feeders in the car park
were alive with activity boosting the day list with Greenfinch, Reed Bunting, Robin,
Great Tit, Dunnock and Great Spotted Woodpecker. From Dennis’s Hide I picked out 6
Goldeneye amongst hundreds of Shoveler, Wigeon, Teal and Pochard. A few Great
Crested Grebe clung to the pit margins. Roosting on the islands protruding above the
high water mark were Lesser Black-backed Gull and Greater Black-backed Gull.

At Dennis’s Hide I bumped into Keith Privett and we opted to buddy up for a sea-
watch at ‘The Patch’ at Dungeness. Already there was Steve Blaskett, sheltering out of
the wind. In amongst the hundreds of Herring Gull and Black-headed Gull, Keith
picked up a lone Mediterranean Gull with its white wing tips. Bobbing on the sea we
saw Razorbill and Guillemot. Further out Gannet and Red-throated Diver flew past at
high speed just above the waves. Skeins of Brent Geese headed east.

On the power station wall we had brief glimpses of Black Redstart, Meadow Pipit and
Pied Wagtail, but no sign of the Peregrine. We bid each other a fond farewell and all
the best for the rest of the day, then went our separate ways.

Brent Geese
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Great Spotted Woodpecker
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Great Spotted Woodpecker

House Sparrow

Great Tit

Robin Reed Bunting
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Mute Swan

Great White Egret
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Barnacle Goose

Egyptian Goose

Goldeneye



www.bargainbirdingclub.com

I headed towards Dengemarsh, stopping briefly at the horse paddock to see 3 x Cattle
Egret and 2 x Little Egret. Dengemarsh Road and the loop around Galloways was very
quiet, I only added Egyptian Goose to the day list.

Next stop was Scotney Gravel Pits. Amongst the numerous Mallard, Wigeon, Teal, and
Canada Geese, were c. 50 x Barnacle Geese, plus Shelduck and Golden Plover.

Plan A was to spend the afternoon at Rye Harbour, but judging by the volume of
traffic it looked like half of Kent had the same idea. Plan B quickly hatched and I
headed to Walland Marsh in search of Bewick Swan. Sadly I drew a blank, but still
good to see large numbers of Mute Swan plus Fieldfare.

On the way home I popped into Elmley which was rammed with day visitors. Although
the Long-eared Owls weren’t showing, 5 x Short-eared Owl put in an appearance with
about 100 cameras trained on them from the car park. Little Grebe and Moorhen was
added then I left at 3pm before the rush, stopping briefly to watch a Barn Owl
hunting by the road side. A fabulous end to a great day with 65 species notched up.

Cattle Egret
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Kestrel
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Short-eared Owl

Kestrel
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Barn Owl
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Sunday 2 January 2022:

I decided to stay local as the weather forecast predicted rain all day in east Kent.

I started at Leysdown where I bumped into Richard Lusted, Jo and Dave Rose. Despite
4 pairs of eyes looking, we couldn't locate the Shorelark. Richard had to return home
so the rest of us moved on to the Shellness track and located the large group of
Brambling amongst Chaffinch, Linnet, Goldfinch and Corn Bunting. A Merlin flew past
at high speed and a Marsh Harrier quartered in the distance. Large flocks of Curlew
and Brent Geese were feeding in the field.

Next stop was Shellness beach where huge swirling flocks of waders were coming in
to roost as high tide approached. We marvelled at the throng of Knot, Dunlin,
Sanderling, Turnstone and Oystercatcher, interspersed with Redshank, Grey Plover
and Ringed Plover. No sign of any Hen Harrier or Snow Bunting. Skylark were singing
and it felt like spring.

Heading back to the car park I bumped into Steve Blaskett again, also out looking
unsuccessfully for Shorelark and Snow Bunting. Last stop was Harty Ferry Road where
Steve had given directions to a distant White-fronted Goose. Other year ticks added
here were Red-legged Partridge and Collared Dove. As the sky darkened and it
started to rain, I called it a day.

18 more birds added to the 3-Day Challenge List today, taking the total up to 83
species in 2 days. Let's see if we can break through #100 tomorrow.

Knot & Dunlin
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Dunlin

Knot
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Sanderling

Dunlin

Grey Plover

Turnstone

Turnstone

Ringed Plover
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Brent Geese



Monday 3 January 2022:

Last day of my #100 birds in 3 days New Years challenge began at 8am sitting in the
hide at Restharrow Scrape, Sandwich Bay. It was simply wonderful watching the early
morning routines and rituals of the birds as they welcomed in a new spring-like day.

Male Teal congregated into flocks, head-bobbing and whistling to gain the attention of
the less numerous females. Lapwings constantly called, sounding like miniature
trumpets. Shovelers dabbled, head down, tail up. Mallard and Gadwall preened and
Coots scrapped. Curlew and Moorhen patrolled the grassy bank in search of a meal.
Around the edge of the scrape, Magpie and Carrion Crow perched on fence posts
taking it all in. A pair of Egyptian Geese preened then flew off. Starling amassed on
the telegraph wires and a flock of Black-headed Gulls flew in for their morning bath.

After 30 minutes, I picked out a sleeping Snipe to add to the list. One Snipe quickly
became 2, then 3, then 4 then 5. A flock of Stock Dove flew in for a quick drink.

Peace and tranquillity was noisily interrupted when all of a sudden the Lapwings took
to the air, seconds later a Peregrine appeared. It wasn’t hunting and quickly moved
on. A few minutes later a Common Buzzard soared over the scrape. The Lapwings
response was very different. The flock rose to the air again but this time set off in
pursuit of the Buzzard, mobbing it and forcibly moving it on its way.
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Teal Gadwall
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At 9am it was time for me to move on too. Next stop was the cattle field by Chequers
Kitchen. Here a large flock of Curlew were feeding, but my attention was drawn to a
small covey of Grey Partridge, always nice to see. Next stop was Restharrow Dunes
Woodland where I picked up Goldcrest and Song Thrush before spotting 2 small
brown birds feeding like Chiffchaff. As I approached they didn’t look quite right. I
managed to get a few photos and my thoughts turned to Siberian Chiffchaff. As I
pondered over the images on the back of my camera I could hear voices. Around the
corner came Stefan, the Sandwich Bay Warden, and Greg, the new Assistant Warden
on his first day. Stefan agreed ‘Sibe-like’ features – a ‘lifer’ for me, with the added
bonus of it being a self-found lifer! Sadly we couldn’t relocate the birds.

Grey Partridge

Siberian 
Chiffchaff
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Next stop was the sea-front at Sandilands. Enroute I bumped into Barry Wright, also
on a mission to bag 100 birds in 3 days – he was on 99, I was lagging behind on 89. As
we exchanged sightings a Stonechat popped up, another ‘tick’ for me. Barry looked at
the image of the Siberian Chiffchaff and confirmed the ID. Result! On arrival at the
beach, another birder was scanning the sea and picked out Great Crested Grebe and
Great Black-backed Gull. I returned the favour pointing out a Fieldfare on the lawn.

As I walked towards Deal I managed to locate the Velvet Scoter (#91) offshore. Very
distant at first, it eventually flew a little closer affording some records shots. Scanning
the ‘high-tee’ on to the golf course I couldn’t locate the Snow Bunting, but got excited
a few times when a flock of Linnet and Skylark dropped in. As I was about to give up,
Stefan and Greg re-appeared. Out at see we saw Gannet, then Stefan picked out a
distant Great Skua (#92) chasing gulls that were following a fishing boat. Scanning a
separate group of gulls resting on the gravel beach, we picked out a single Common
Gull (#93). With the clock ticking, I gave up on the Snow Bunting and headed back to
my car, bumping in to Tracey & Scott Mantle on the way.

Great Skua Gannet

Velvet Scoter



At 12 noon I arrived in Worth village just as the church bells rang. Parking at St.
Crispin’s Pub I set off down Minnis Lane for a walk around RSPB Lydden Valley reserve
in search of the long-staying White Stork. I picked up a Sparrowhawk (#94) flying over
Great Wood, and in the wood itself was a small group of Long-tailed Tit (#95).

After 45 minutes of stomping through the mud, I’d reached Blue Pigeon Farmhouse
and still hadn’t seen the White Stork so called Barry for help. With precise directions
(thanks Barry) I completed the loop back to the pub, seeing Redwing (#96) and Mistle
Thrush (#97) in the garden of Little Temptye, and turned right down the track towards
the farm. Bingo – there was the White Stork (#98), accompanied by two Little Egrets.

At 1pm the light was already fading fast. I set the satnav for Oare Marshes, hoping
that Avocet, Black-tailed Godwit and Pintail would help me complete my quest.

A quick detour en-route to Stonebridge duckpond in hope of seeing Mandarin drew a
blank. The tide was also fully in at Oare Creek now, so no chance of picking up a
Greenshank or Kingfisher. Oare was my final role of the dice … it didn’t disappoint.

Within minutes I’d located Black-tailed Godwit (#99) and Pintail (#100). No sign of
any Avocet, but that didn’t matter - Challenge completed!

At 2.30pm, with 1 hour of daylight to spare, I headed home for a celebratory pint!

To be honest, the challenge was harder than I expected, but thoroughly enjoyable. It
was great to see so many familiar, friendly faces out enjoying the weather and happy
to pass on their sightings and top tips. Here’s to the next challenge!

Redwing White Stork
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100 Birds in 3 Days Challenge Completed (1-3 Jan. 2022)
White Stork Guillemot Barn Owl Green Woodpecker

Great White Egret Razorbill Short-eared Owl G. Spotted Woodpecker

Little Egret Gannet Common Buzzard Fieldfare

Cattle Egret Great Skua Marsh Harrier Redwing

Grey Heron Black-headed Gull Kestrel Song Thrush

Cormorant Mediterranean Gull Merlin Mistle Thrush

Mute Swan Common Gull Peregrine Starling

Greylag Goose Herring Gull Sparrowhawk House Sparrow

Canada Goose Lesser Black-back Gull Coot Dunnock

Brent Goose Great Black-back Gull Moorhen Blackbird

Egyptian Goose Lapwing Stonechat Black Redstart

Barnacle Goose Oystercatcher Siberian Chiffchaff Robin

White-fronted Goose Black-tailed Godwit Cetti’s Warbler Wren

Shelduck Curlew Goldcrest Long-tailed Tit

Mallard Turnstone Grey Partridge Blue Tit

Teal Sanderling Red-leg Partridge Great Tit

Pochard Dunlin Pheasant Brambling

Gadwall Ringed Plover Collared Dove Chaffinch

Wigeon Grey Plover Stock Dove Greenfinch

Tufted Duck Golden Plover Woodpigeon Goldfinch

Goldeneye Knot Magpie Linnet

Shoveler Common Redshank Jackdaw Reed Bunting

Pintail Snipe Carrion Crow Corn Bunting

Velvet Scoter Little Grebe Rook Meadow Pipit

Red-throated Diver Great Crested Grebe Skylark Pied Wagtail
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Here’s to the next challenges:

• #100 French birds (29 April – 2 May 2022)
• #100 Spring birds (19 – 22 May 2022)
• #100 Norfolk birds (2 – 5 June 2022)
• #100 Scottish birds (8 – 17 July 2022)

• #100 East Coast birds (26 – 29 August 2022)
• #100 Autumn birds (15 – 19 September 2022)
• #100 Spanish birds (14 – 21 October 2022)
• #200 Gambian birds (8 – 19 November 2022)


