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Introduction:

With a 4-day Bank Holiday weekend this was another opportunity for a spot of birding in the
Spanishsunshinewith my buddyBryan.

We had no pre-determinedplansand noΨǘŀǊƎŜǘƭƛǎǘΩΣwe were goingwith the flow and everybird
would be a bonus. Asalways,.ǊȅŀƴΩǎbanter in the field is legendaryand Trishis the perfect host.
Thelast time we went birding in CostaBlancawe turned up a SociableLapwingΧso we expected
anythingandlivedby the mottoΧthe moreyou look, the luckieryouget!

Friday28th April 2017: SantaPolasalina, ElPinetandSanFelipeNeri VisitorsCentre

An early6am EasyJetflight from Gatwickto AlicantemeantLΩŘclearedcustoms,collectedmy hire
carfrom Centauroandwaspullingup outside.ǊȅŀƴΩǎvilla in GranAlicantby10.30am.

By 11am we were on the road and headingtowards the salinasat SantaPola. Theweather was
greyandovercastwith a temperatureof 12oCΧnot quite what I wasexpectingbutƛǘΩǎalwaysgreat
to beoutdoorswhateverthe weather.

Fromthe tower laybywe kick-started the trip list with a mixed flock of Pallid Swift, SandMartin,
House Martin and Barn Swallow swooping above the water. Yellow-legged Gull congregated
around the tower while Little Tern and WhiskeredTern flew backand forth in searchof a fishy
meal. In the distance we could see Greater Flamingo, Great Crested Grebe and Red-crested
Pochard. Feedingin the poolson the oppositesideof the roadwere a pair of SpottedRedshankin
full breedingplumageΧaάǘƻǇōƛǊŘέfor this part of SpaindeclaredBryan,excitedenoughto get
out hisbig600mm prime lensΧbut sadlyout of reachof my smaller100-400mm lensin poor light.

Other birdsseenwere Dunlin, CurlewSandpiper, CommonRedshank, Avocet, Black-winged Stilt,
Wood Sandpiper, YellowWagtail, Little GrebeandBlack-headedGull.
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Yellow-leggedGull

Curlew Sandpiper



NextstopwasElPinetandthe poolsby the carparkhosteddozensof GreaterFlamingo. Common
Ternand SandwichTernwere roostingon the islandsand Avocet,Black-wingedStilt and Kentish
Ploverpatrolledthe watersedge. In a smallpool in front of the hidewasa Slender-billed Gull.
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We then drove through the small villagesof La Marina, Doloresand Catral south of El Hondo
whichgaveusHouseSparrow, SpotlessStarling, Blackbird, CollaredDove, GreenfinchandSerin.

Slender-billed Gull

Greater Flamingo
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Avocet

Black-winged Stilt


