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11th to 14th March 2016

Trip Leaders:

Richard Hanman and Simon Ginnaw

Trip Guests :

Warren & Elizabeth Mann, Nigel & Judy Davies, Anne McGregor,                                                          

Ron Phillip, Arthur Parry and Yuek Wong.

WELSH BORDERS TRIP
Nagshead, Symonds Yat,  New Fancy Viewing Platform, Crabtree Hill,  Cannop Ponds,                               

Kenfig NNR,  Newport Wetlands, Red Kite Feeding Station and WWT Slimbridge.

Seawatch at Titchwell (AP)Bargain Birders at Kenfig NNR



Bargain Birders at Kenfig NNR (AP)

Bargain Birders at RSPB Dinas (AP)



Guests travelled independently for our 12 noon

rendezvous at the RSPBNagshead Reserve in the

Forest of Dean. En-route we kick-started our trip

list with Black-headed Gull, Herring Gull,

Cormorant , Common Buzzard , Red Kite , Magpie,

Carrion Crow, Rook, Chaffinch , Pheasant, Long-

tailed Tit , Blackbird , Starling and Woodpigeon .

After friendly introductions we began birding from

the car park. Siskin, Robin and Great Tit were

feeding amongst the tree tops, a curious Carrion

Crow observed us from the roof of the information

centre, and Raven and Goshawk soared

majestically overhead ... what a start!

Just as we were about to leave the car park and

head for the trails, a familiar face returned to his

Vauxhall Corsa. Arthur commented cheekily about

the make and model of his car, only to be rebuffed

with òitõsmy mumõscar!ó. The friendly face was

non-other than the birdwatching celebrity and my

hero, David Lindo (aka ôTheUrban Birderõ). David

was enjoying a bit of ômetimeõaway from filming

with the BBCOne Showin the Forest of Dean!

Back to birding éWe took the trail down to the

Lower Hide picking up Song Thrush , Mistle

Thrush , Goldcrest , Wren, Treecreeper ,

Nuthatch , Redwing and Jay. Alas neither the

normally resident Mandarin or Kingfisher put in an

appearance, but their absence was more than

compensated by a brief view of a Hawfinch

perched at the top of a tree . As we made our way

around the ôshortrouteõthe only new birds seen

were Mallard and Great Spotted Woodpecker .

This trip was organised by Bargain Birding Club primarily for members of the RSPB

Medway Local Group plus a special guest from RSPBMaidstone. Most of the 8 strong guest

list were repeat ôBargainBirdersõon their 5th or 6th trip with the club, but we also had the

pleasure of making new members Anne and Ron feel welcome and looked after. Trip guests

were aged from 59 to 82 years, with the average being 69 years young!

Friday 11 th March 2016 ðRSPBNagshead & Crabtree Hill
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Carrion Crow

Treecreeper

Goldcrest



At 3pm we headed to the garden of the Fountain Pub in Parkend and caught the briefest

of glimpses of Dipper and a pair of Grey Wagtail as they disappeared up Oakwood Brook.

From the cricket pitch in the village we saw Pied Wagtail , Jackdaw and our second

Hawfinch. Next stop was Parkend Church in the hope of more Hawfinch but we had to

settle for a glorious male Dunnock singing full throttle from his favourite perch.

A brief conversation with two local birders gave us directions to Crabtree Hill and the

chance of Great Grey Shrike . When we arrived at the Forestry Commissioncar park the

light was fading fast but we continued undaunted along the Gloucester Trail until we

reached the clearing where the bird had been seen earlier that day. After a few minutes

of scanning Simon picked up the shrike and everyone had terrific views. As we retraced

our steps back to the cars (with big smiles on our faces) we added Bullfinch , Coal Tit ,

Linnet and Green Woodpecker to our trip list . The drive to our hotel delivered Little

Owl for Nigel and Judy, plus Fallow Deer and a large black male Wild Boar.

Great Grey Shrike at Crabtree Hill

After checking in at our hotel we assembled in the lobby and then enjoyed a 3-course

meal at the adjacent Dragonfly Inn in Newport. After a long day we retired to our rooms

recalling the amazing birds seen on day 1 and struggling to choose a favourite from

Dipper, Grey Wagtail, Hawfinch, Bullfinch, Raven, Goshawkand Great Grey Shrike!
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Crabtree Hill (SG)



Day 2 started with breakfast at 7.30am and by 8.15am

we were all on our way to Kenfig NNRnear Porthcawl .

The habitat at Kenfig consists of sand dunes, beach and

Kenfig Pool ðthe largest natural lake in Glamorgan. On

arrival we were surprised to find the car park full of dog

walkers and surfers, so much so that our bird watching

was limited to views over the lake from the south hide.

Highlights were Great Crested Grebe and Goldeneye

engaging in courtship displays. Other new birds for our

list included Gadwall , Tufted Duck, Teal, Pochard,

Pintail , Coot, Moorhen , Grey Heron , Canada Goose,

Common Gull, Great Black-backed Gull, Lapwing ,

Skylark , Reed Bunting and Sparrowhawk . Huge Pike

were hunting in the shallows just in front of the hide.

Saturday 12 th March 2016 ðKenfig and Red Kite Feeding Station

ά±ŀƭǳŜ ŦƻǊ ƳƻƴŜȅ ōƛǊŘ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ǘǊƛǇǎ ŦƻǊ ōƛǊŘŜǊǎ ƻƴ ŀ ōǳŘƎŜǘέ

Kenfig NNR
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