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Introduction:

This wasour secondBargainBirding Club trip to CostaBlancain asmanyyearsandLΩƳhappyto
report it wasanothersuccesswith 152bird species, anda goodtime washadbyall 12 guests.

Magic moments included stunning close-up views of Golden Eagle,Booted Eagleand Griffon
Vulture, and a stubblefield in Bonetewhich deliveredLittle Bustard,GreatBustard,StoneCurlew
and Black-bellied Sandgrouse. We also tracked down most of the regionsspecialbirds including
.ƻƴŜƭƭƛΩǎEagle, Osprey,GreaterFlamingo,Spoonbill,SquaccoHeron,GlossyIbis,PurpleSwamphen,
Red-knobbedCoot, White-headedDuck,Black-neckedGrebe,Hoopoe, Blue RockThrush,Azure-
winged Magpie,Monk Parakeet,Slender-billed Gull,!ǳŘƻǳƛƴΩǎGull, Little Stint, ¢ŜƳƳƛƴŎƪΩǎStint
andBluethroat. BonusbirdsincludedBlack-shoulderedKite,WryneckandCommonCrane.

Saturday8th October2016: An introduction to Spanishbirds

Santa Pola salt pans (RH)

Most of our groupassembledat 7.00am at Gatwickairport in good time for our 9.10am Monarch
departure to Alicante. Shonatravelled independentlyfrom Bristol and met us at Alicanteairport.
We collected our two Mercedes9-seater minibuseswith automatic gearboxesand after a few
embarrassingminutesworkingout how to applythe handbrakewith your foot and releaseit with
yourhand,we drovethe shortdistanceto our hotel at SantaPola.

We madea brief stop at the tower laybyat SantaPolasaltpansto beginour trip list with Greater
Flamingo, Black-wingedStilt, SandwichTern, Little Egret, Yellow-leggedGullandTurnstone.

After checkingin, we re-gatheredin the hotel lobbyat 4.30pm readyto pickup Bryanandvisit the
local reserveat Clot de Galvany, tickingof a Shagon the CarabassiRoadon the way! Fromthe car
parkwe followedthe gravelpath to the observationplatform overlookingthe overgrownpool.

A Little Owl perchedon the screenfence while ReedWarbler and Goldfinch worked their way
through the reeds. SpotlessStarling, CarrionCrow and Woodpigeonflew overhead. In the open
water Little Grebe, Coot, Moorhen, Mallard and Shovelerwere joined by a singlemale White-
headedDuckςaΨƭƛŦŜǊΩin the first few minutesfor most in the group.

Little Owl (RH)Shag (RH)

Birding the Costa Blanca


