BIRDING THE prenym &
COSTA BLANQ CLUE

COAST, PLAINS & MOUNTAINS www.bargainbirdingclub.com

8t to 15" October2016

Guides:

Bryan Thomas (freelance guide), Simon Ginnaw (freelance guide)
Alvar Segui(Sant Cristofol Griffon Vulture Project ) and Richard Hanman (Bargain Birding Club)

Trip Guests :

Peter Saville, Cheryl Hicks, Charlotte Saville, Lesley Frizell, Ed Woodhouse, Shona Tudor,
Nigel Davies, Judy Davies, Sharon Wells, Steve Wells, Tim Rea and Trevor Hatton.
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Introduction:

This was our secondBargainBirding Clubtrip to CostaBlancain as manyyearsand L Qhdppyto
report it wasanothersuccessvith 152 bird speciesanda goodtime washadby all 12 guests

Magic moments included stunning closeup views of Golden Eagle,Booted Eagleand Griffon
Vulture, and a stubblefield in Bonetewhich deliveredLittle Bustard,GreatBustard,StoneCurlew

and Blackbellied SandgrouseWe also tracked down most of the regionsspecialbirds including

. 2V SHadlelOSpiey GreaterFlamingo Spoonbill, SquaccdHeron, Glossylbis, PurpleSwamphen
Redknobbed Coot, White-headed Duck, Blacknecked Grebe,Hoopoe Blue RockThrush,Azure
winged Magpie, Monk Parakeet,Slendetbilled Gull,! dzR 2 d2uly1@tk Stint, ¢ S Y Y A Bt Q2
andBluethroat BonusbirdsincludedBlackshouldereKite, Wryneckand CommonCrane

Saturday8™" October2016 Anintroduction to Spanishbirds

Most of our group assemblecat 7.00am at Gatwickairport in goodtime for our 9.10am Monarch
departureto Alicante Shonatravelled independentlyfrom Bristol and met us at Alicanteairport.
We collected our two Mercedes9-seater minibuseswith automatic gearboxesand after a few
embarrassingninutesworkingout how to applythe handbrakewith your foot and releaseit with
your hand,we drovethe shortdistanceto our hotel at SantaPola

We madea brief stop at the tower laybyat SantaPolasaltpansto beginour trip list with Greater
Flamingq Blackwinged Stilt, SandwichTern Little Egret Yellow-leggedGulland Turnstone

After checkingn, we re-gatheredin the hotel lobby at 4.30pm readyto pickup Bryanand visit the
localreserveat Clot de Galvany tickingof a Shagon the CarabassRoadon the way! Fromthe car
parkwe followed the gravelpathto the observationplatform overlookingthe overgrownpool.

A Little Owl perchedon the screenfence while ReedWarbler and Goldfinch worked their way
through the reeds SpotlessStarling Carrion Crow and Woodpigeonflew overhead In the open
water Little Grebg Coot, Moorhen, Mallard and Shovelerwere joined by a single male White-
headedDuckc aWf Anfhe fdDfew minutesfor mostin the group.
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